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through the years, and I have appreciated 
having someone who knows the many people 
who have been important to us throughout my 
career. Martha’s unsurpassed character and 
dedication have allowed me to trust her with 
confidential and sensitive materials and to do 
so with great confidence. 

Martha’s spirit is demonstrated by her com-
mitment to family as well. She cares for her 
father at home and is a wonderful aunt to her 
many nieces and nephews. I know she is 
looking forward to spending even more time 
with her large family as she begins a new 
chapter in her life. 

While our work together will soon end, Mar-
tha will always remain an important person in 
our lives. As she looks to new opportunities, I 
wish Martha all the best, and look forward to 
her continued friendship in the years to come. 

f 

THE LOSS OF LES HIRSCH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the death of Les Hirsch. Mr. Hirsch 
made an indelible mark on my community in 
Tampa Bay. 

Over the 50 year period that Mr. Hirsch 
lived in Tampa, he took on a few different 
roles. In 1960 he became a stockbroker. Many 
of the brokers still practicing in my community 
got their start when Mr. Hirsch hired them. 
Former employees describe him as ‘‘upbeat, 
with a very sharp mind’’ and ‘‘a mentor, inspi-
ration and a role model.’’ And through his love 
of politics, he inspired one of them to seek 
public office. Mr. Hirsch helped on his suc-
cessful campaign for City Council in 1991. 

In the late 1970s, Mr. Hirsch was appointed 
to the Tampa Port Authority and then to the 
Tampa Sports Authority. When Tampa hosted 
its first Super Bowl in 1984, Mr. Hirsch contrib-
uted to the effort to secure our city as the lo-
cation. As we ready our city to welcome Super 
Bowl fans again this season, I regret that we 
won’t have his expertise this time around. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Hirsch’s death on Oc-
tober 31st marked a great loss to his wife 
Gail, his sons, Rabbi David Hirsch and his 
wife, Margot, and Andrew Hirsch and his wife, 
Tricia, his daughter, Beth Hirsch, and his six 
grandchildren, as well as the entire Tampa 
Bay area. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE EXEMPLARY 
HISTORY OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
IN THE TOWN OF KILLINGLY, 
CONNECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the exemplary history of public edu-
cation in the town of Killingly, Connecticut. 

This year, the town of Killingly celebrates 
the 300th anniversary since its incorporation in 
1708. Equally inspiring, it celebrates the 150th 
anniversary of its public education system. 
The development of public education in Kill-

ingly has been a microcosm of the region, the 
state of Connecticut, and country as a 
whole—it is a model of progress. 

From a time when providing free education 
to the public was a visionary innovation to a 
time when teacher shortages plagued the 
country when teachers were drafted to serve 
in World War II, Killingly’s education system 
persevered and thrived. 

The mission outlined by the town of Killingly 
for its school system includes as a high pri-
ority fostering citizenship in our Nation’s next 
generation. Moreover, Killingly’s contribution to 
citizenship is not confined to the classroom. I 
was proud to see pictures of the high school 
marching band in a Veterans’ Day parade. 
Killingly’s commitment to community and 
progress is certain to continue to energize its 
education system for another 150 years. 

I am pleased to see Killingly’s strong com-
mitment to education, evolving over many 
generations. I know Connecticut will continue 
to benefit from Killingly’s progress for genera-
tions to come. 

f 

RECOGNITION AND THANKS TO 
MICHAEL J. CRONIN 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Mr. LARSON. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
thank Michael Cronin for his three years of 
dedicated service to the House as Office Di-
rector of the Office of the Historian. Michael 
first came to the House in 1986 as an intern 
and then upon graduation from college, joined 
the office of former Rep. Timothy J. Penny of 
Minnesota. He left Capitol Hill in 1990 but re-
turned in 2005 to serve as Office Director for 
the reestablished Office of the Historian, under 
the direction of Dr. Robert Remini and Dr. 
Fred Beuttler. This month, Michael will con-
tinue his service to the People’s House as the 
Administrative Director of the Office of the In-
spector General. 

Madam Speaker, we, as Members, are in-
deed fortunate to have the services of talented 
individuals like Michael Cronin. I know I join 
the Historian of the House, Dr. Robert V. 
Remini, and the staff of the Office of the Histo-
rian in wishing him my best as he begins this 
new position. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF KENNETH T. JONES, JR. 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to join the people of Guam in mourning 
the death of a great son of America and com-
munity leader in the Pacific where, for the last 
sixty three years, he lived, worked and built a 
business empire. Born in the small town of 
Willow Springs, North Carolina, on November 
22, 1917, Kenneth T. Jones, Jr. will be re-
membered for his contributions to our commu-
nity. 

‘‘Ken’’, as he was fondly known to his fam-
ily, friends and associates, was the consum-

mate business adventurer, always searching 
for new opportunities and always willing to 
venture into new endeavors where he sensed 
success was certain. That business sense 
convinced him that prospects would arise on 
Guam, a small Pacific island he temporarily 
visited as a Navy Chief Petty Officer with the 
25th Seabees during World War II. Hearing 
the slogan, ‘‘Guam, Crossroads of the Pa-
cific’’, Ken instinctively saw great future poten-
tials for those who were willing to work hard 
and had the spirit to succeed. 

Ken befriended Segundo ‘‘Sy’’ Leon Guer-
rero, a young Guamanian he met during his 
short stay on the island. Ken and Sy had 
many discussions about the future and 
planned for Ken’s return to Guam when they 
would become business partners. But even 
while he was waiting for the opportunity to re-
turn to the island, Ken would purchase small 
items to send to Sy who sold them from his 
small Quonset hut in Sinajana, which would 
eventually become the first Town House De-
partment Store under the partnership called 
Jones and Guerrero Company Incorporated, 
immediately coined ‘‘J & G’’ throughout the 
Pacific. 

Under the Chairmanship of Ken Jones, J & 
G rapidly expanded into several areas where 
Ken felt there was a need on island. After 
Town House and upon his return to Guam in 
1946, J & G Repair Shop opened, a natural fit 
for Jones who was an automotive mechanic in 
the Seabees. Other businesses quickly fol-
lowed: from companies which supplied con-
struction materials, built modular homes and a 
residential subdivision (Jonestown) to the bot-
tling of soft drinks (Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.) 
and J & G Payless Supermarkets. To supply 
his many companies, Ken established Pacific 
Navigation Company, agents for ocean going 
freight liners calling ports in Australia, Asia, 
the Philippines, China and other islands in Mi-
cronesia. 

Ken’s business acumen motivated him to 
build Cliff Properties Development, one of the 
island’s first hotels; and the Guam Hilton 
Hotel, Guam’s first major chain hotel. Ken 
Jones’ business interests and ventures were 
not confined to Guam. Ken built and operated 
the Royal Taga Hotel, the first hotel in Saipan, 
CNMI, as well as the Bar K cattle ranch in 
Tinian, CNMI. He operated thoroughbred race 
horse ranches and stables in Australia and the 
bluegrass country of Kentucky. He also built 
and operated a considerable shopping mall in 
his home state of North Carolina. Ken Jones’ 
success as a businessman created within him 
a sense of philanthropy to which he devoted 
much personal time, effort, energy and consid-
erable financial resources. These include lead-
ership roles and membership in such organi-
zations as the American Red Cross; the Amer-
ican Cancer Society; the Guam Chapters of 
the American Boy and Girl Scouts; the Guam 
Vocational Rehabilitation Workshop; the 
Boards and Trustees of several private 
schools, including St. John’s Episcopal 
School, the Academy of Our Lady of Guam; 
the Guam Lytico-Bodig Association; the Make- 
a-Wish Foundation; and the American Heart 
and Lung Association. 

Ken’s efforts and successes as a premier 
businessman have always been recognized by 
the people of Guam and the entire business 
community of the Pacific Basin. This recogni-
tion culminated in his induction into the Guam 
Business Hall of Fame on May 2, 1992. In 
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1994 he was named Guam Business News’ 
Executive of the Year. 

Kenneth T. Jones, Jr., was a respected 
businessman on Guam, much loved by the 
people of Guam and our entire community. 
We recognize him for his many achievements 
and we commend him for his contributions to 
our community. Our community mourns his 
passing and we extend our condolences to his 
family and friends. Ken leaves behind his wife, 
Elaine Cruz Jones and five daughters, Vivian, 
Linda, Veronica, Donna and Ramona. 

f 

IN MEMORIAL OF PENNSYLVANIA 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR CATH-
ERINE BAKER KNOLL 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, on No-
vember 12, 2008, Pennsylvania Lieutenant 
Governor and former State Treasurer Cath-
erine Baker Knoll, a dedicated mother, political 
pioneer and tenacious public servant, lost her 
battle with cancer while surrounded by loved 
ones. 

Knoll, 78, is survived by her four children, 
Albert, Charles, Mina and Kim Eric. Her late 
husband Charles was a U.S. Postmaster. 

Knoll was born one of nine children in 
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania, near Pittsburgh. 
She was a schoolteacher, a businesswoman, 
and an innovative State Treasurer from 1989 
to 1997. In that post, she created the Tuition 
Assistance Program, which opened doors for 
thousands of Pennsylvania’s youth to attend 
college. 

The self-described ‘‘steel woman from the 
steel city,’’ Knoll became the first woman Lieu-
tenant Governor in Pennsylvania in 2003 and 
was well-known for her persistence, initiative, 
and unflinching commitment to the public 
good. Her affection for all the people of Penn-
sylvania and unstoppable desire to knock 
down barriers for women and minorities were 
obvious to all who witnessed her energetic 
and caring demeanor. On the day she was 
sworn in as Lieutenant Governor, she com-
pared Pennsylvania to a 10-speed bicycle, 
saying, ‘‘We have gears we haven’t even tried 
yet.’’ 

Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell called 
her one of the ‘‘strongest, most dedicated pub-
lic servants in Pennsylvania’s history,’’ adding 
that ‘‘Her passing is a tremendous loss for the 
many people whose lives she touched.’’ 

I ask that the House of Representatives ex-
tend its condolences to Catherine’s family and 
friends, and the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, which feels the loss of a true public 
servant. 

f 

HONORING ‘‘THE LEAF-CHRON-
ICLE’’ FOR ITS 200 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO MIDDLE TENNESSEE 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the long history of ‘‘The Leaf- 

Chronicle’’ newspaper in Clarksville, Ten-
nessee, which is now in its 200th year of serv-
ing Clarksville, Montgomery County and Mid-
dle Tennessee. 

‘‘The Leaf-Chronicle’’ was officially formed in 
1890 by a merger between two local journals, 
‘‘The Tobacco Leaf’’ and ‘‘The Chronicle,’’ 
which dated back to 1808. For two centuries, 
the people in our community have been well- 
served by a quality daily newspaper that fairly 
and thoroughly covers the stories so important 
to our families and businesses. Twenty-two 
men and women have had the honor of serv-
ing as Publisher of the Clarksville newspaper, 
including the current publisher, Andrew 
Oppman, and his immediate predecessor, my 
friend Gene Washer, who served 17 years as 
Publisher until his retirement earlier this year. 

We are particularly proud of the news-
paper’s coverage of Fort Campbell and the 
101st Airborne Division, which are an integral 
part of our community in Montgomery and 
Stewart counties and the surrounding area. 
The journalists of ‘‘The Leaf-Chronicle’’ show 
their support through extensive coverage of 
our military families and others in the commu-
nity whose support of our men and women in 
uniform is unwavering. 

‘‘The Leaf-Chronicle’’ has always been 
known for its strong opinions page, where it 
has boldly editorialized on local, state, national 
and international issues. In fact, because of 
the reputation of the newspaper’s powerful 
editorial page, all operations were suspended 
between 1862 and 1865 when Union troops 
occupied Clarksville during the Civil War. 

Publication was also threatened in the early 
morning hours of January 22, 1999, when a 
tornado ripped through downtown Clarksville, 
leaving behind it a path of destruction, includ-
ing severe damage to the offices of ‘‘The Leaf- 
Chronicle.’’ The staff, however, determined to 
publish a newspaper to cover such an impor-
tant story, gathered at Mr. Washer’s home. 
The next day, subscribers still received the 
paper on their doorsteps, this time with eight 
pages of in-depth coverage and photographs 
of the storm and its impact on Montgomery 
County. 

Following the storm and until completion of 
its current, state-of-the-art facilities, the news-
paper staff was temporarily based in an empty 
supermarket that featured a sign reading 
‘‘Foodland—Fresh,’’ which was poignantly 
changed to read ‘‘The Leaf-Chronicle—Fresh 
Daily.’’ 

As we reflect on the long service of ‘‘The 
Leaf-Chronicle’’ to its readers, it is important to 
think of all the historic moments that have 
happened in the last two centuries in Ten-
nessee, across this country and throughout 
the world. Middle Tennesseans have had ‘‘The 
Leaf-Chronicle’’ to report daily on those his-
toric events, provide insightful analysis and 
help record history as it happens. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and our col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the long his-
tory of ‘‘The Leaf-Chronicle,’’ expressing grati-
tude for its service to our community and 
wishing its staff all the best as the newspaper 
enters its third century of quality journalism. 

IN HONOR OF COUNTY MANAGER 
JOHN MALTBIE 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, soon San 
Mateo County will lose its premier adminis-
trator when County Manager John Maltbie re-
tires after two decades at the helm. 

John has served the county ably since tak-
ing office in 1989. He has shown, time and 
again, how thoughtful, steady leadership can 
make all the difference in the quality of service 
a county offers to its residents. John oversees 
a government operation employing more than 
4,800 people, who serve a growing and di-
verse population nearing three quarters of a 
million residents. 

Under John’s leadership, San Mateo County 
was the first County in the State to develop 
school-based children and family services, a 
MediCal-managed care system for medical 
and mental health patients and a work-first 
model for welfare reform. 

A strong proponent of collaborating with his 
peers in and outside of government, John con-
tinued San Mateo County’s long history of 
forming and continuing mutually beneficial 
partnerships with other local governments, 
businesses and organizations. Some of these 
partnerships are the City/County Association 
of Governments; Peninsula Partnership for 
Children, Youth and Families; San Mateo 
County Telecommunications Authority and the 
Library Joint Powers Authority. John has also 
worked closely with local cities to develop a 
nationally recognized model for county-wide 
emergency medical services. 

Madam Speaker, during John Maltbie’s ten-
ure, the county has seen the completion of a 
state-of-the-art, 225-bed San Mateo County 
Health Center. He has also overseen the 
building of a new main jail, administrative of-
fice building, parking garage, three medical 
clinics, three social services district offices and 
a new County Court facility. 

John’s service in Public Administration 
began in 1972. Prior to San Mateo County, he 
served in multiple roles in Santa Clara County 
and was City Manager for both Milpitas, Cali-
fornia and Glendale, Arizona. 

John holds a Masters of Arts Degree and a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science, 
with an emphasis in Public Administration, 
from San Jose State University. He has taught 
at several colleges and universities, including 
Arizona State University, College of Notre 
Dame and San Jose State University. 

A true public servant, John passed his com-
munity commitment on to his children, Jeff and 
Jayme, who have both worked in public serv-
ice. They will no doubt enjoy more of their fa-
ther’s time, but Madam Speaker, the real ben-
efactors of John’s retirement will be his lucky 
grandchildren: Ella, Emma and Zoe. Please 
join me in wishing John Maltbie a long and 
joy-filled retirement. 
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