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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MCNULTY).

——————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 20, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL R.
MCNULTY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, in You is light and salva-
tion. Because You have compassion on
our darkness, we always live with ex-
pectations of a new day. Be ever-
present and shed Your light upon the
Members of Congress.

When confronted by the complexity
of problems to be addressed, grant sin-
gle-mindedness and focus on justice.
When confused by many voices of con-
cern and advice, let the truth of Your
Word be heard. When aware of limita-
tions and the passing of time, provide
patience and understanding of others
and the ability to seize the present mo-
ment to accomplish Your holy will. For
You are ever-faithful, God with us, now
and forever.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LATTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 2040. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the semicentennial of the enact-
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the amendments of
the House to the bill (S. 1193) ‘““An Act
to direct the Secretary of the Interior
to take into trust 2 parcels of Federal
land for the benefit of certain Indian
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico.”

The message also announced that
pursuant to provisions of Public Law
110-343, the Chair, on behalf of the Re-
publican Leader, appoints the fol-
lowing individual as a member of the
Congressional Oversight Panel:

The Senator from New Hampshire
(Mr. GREGG).

————————

REAPPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO
UNITED STATES—CHINA  ECO-
NOMIC AND SECURITY REVIEW
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D.
Spence National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (22 U.S.C. 7002),
amended by division P of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Resolution, 2003
(22 U.S.C. 6901), and the order of the

House of January 4, 2007, the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s reappointment
of the following member on the part of
the House to the United States-China
Economic and Security Review Com-
mission, effective January 1, 2009:

Mr. Michael Wessel, Falls Church,
Virginia.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-

ORABLE RAY LAHOOD, MEMBER

OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable RAY
LAHOOD, Member of Congress:

NOVEMBER 19, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Office of the Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally
notify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that
my office has been served with a criminal
trial subpoena for documents issued by the
U.S. District Court for the Central District
of I1linois. This relates to a constituent mat-
ter. Two of my district offices have casework
files that are relevant to the investigation
and charges filed.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, I have determined that compliance
with the subpoena is consistent with the
privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
RAY LAHOOD,
Member of Congress.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
O 1500

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
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tempore (Mrs. BoYDA of Kansas) at 3
p.m.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A.
BOEHNER, Republican Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to Section
125(c)(1) of the Emergency KEconomic Sta-
bilization Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-343), I am
pleased to appoint the Honorable JEB
HENSARLING of Texas to the Congressional
Oversight Panel.

Mr. HENSARLING has expressed interest in
serving in this capacity and I am pleased to
fulfill his request.

Sincerely,
JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Republican Leader.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Concurrent Resolution
440, 110th Congress, I move that the
House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.),
the House adjourned until Saturday,
January 3, 2009, at 11 a.m.

————

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for
access to classified information:

Neil Abercrombie, Gary L. Ackerman, Rob-
ert B. Aderholt, W. Todd Akin, Rodney Alex-
ander, Thomas H. Allen, Jason Altmire, Rob-
ert E. Andrews, Michael A. Arcuri, Joe Baca,
Michele Bachmann, Spencer Bachus, Brian
Baird, Richard H. Baker, Tammy Baldwin, J.
Gresham Barrett, John Barrow, Roscoe G.
Bartlett, Joe Barton, Melissa L. Bean, Xa-
vier Becerra, Shelley Berkley, Howard L.
Berman, Marion Berry, Judy Biggert, Brian
P. Bilbray, Gus M. Bilirakis, Rob Bishop,
Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., Timothy H. Bishop,
Marsha Blackburn, Earl Blumenauer, Roy
Blunt, John A. Boehner, Jo Bonner, Mary
Bono, John Boozman, Madeleine Z. Bordallo,
Dan Boren, Leonard L. Boswell, Rick Bou-
cher, Charles W. Boustany, Jr., Allen Boyd,
Nancy E. Boyda, Kevin Brady, Robert A.
Brady, Bruce L. Braley, Paul C. Broun,
Corrine Brown, Henry E. Brown, Jr., Ginny
Brown-Waite, Vern Buchanan, Michael C.
Burgess, Dan Burton, G.K. Butterfield, Steve
Buyer, Ken Calvert, Dave Camp, John Camp-
bell, Chris Cannon, Eric Cantor, Shelley
Moore Capito, Lois Capps, Michael E.
Capuano, Dennis A. Cardoza, Russ Carnahan,
Christopher P. Carney, Andre Carson, Julia
Carson, John R. Carter, Michael N. Castle,
Kathy Castor, Donald J. Cazayoux, Jr., Steve
Chabot, Ben Chandler, Travis W. Childers,
Donna M. Christensen, Yvette D. Clarke,
Wm. Lacy Clay, Emanuel Cleaver, James E.
Clyburn, Howard Coble, Steve Cohen, Tom
Cole, K. Michael Conaway, John Conyers,
Jr., Jim Cooper, Jim Costa, Jerry F.
Costello, Joe Courtney, Robert E. (Bud)
Cramer, Jr., Ander Crenshaw, Joseph Crow-
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ley, Barbara Cubin, Henry Cuellar, John
Abney Culberson, Elijah E. Cummings, Artur
Davis, Danny K. Davis, David Davis, Geoff
Davis, Jo Ann Davis, Lincoln Davis, Susan
A. Davis, Tom Davis, Nathan Deal, Peter A.
DeFazio, Diana DeGette, William D.
Delahunt, Rosa L. DeLauro, Charles W. Dent,
Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Mario Diaz-Balart, Nor-
man D. Dicks, John D. Dingell, Lloyd
Doggett, Joe Donnelly, John T. Doolittle,
Michael F. Doyle, Thelma D. Drake, David
Dreier, John J. Duncan, Jr., Chet Edwards,
Donna F. Edwards, Vernon J. Ehlers, Keith
Ellison, Brad Ellsworth, Rahm Emanuel, Jo
Ann Emerson, Eliot L. Engel, Phil English,
Anna G. Eshoo, Bob Etheridge, Terry Ever-
ett, Eni F.H. Faleomavaega, Mary Fallin,
Sam Farr, Chaka Fattah, Tom Feeney, Mike
Ferguson, Bob Filner, Jeff Flake, J. Randy
Forbes, Jeff Fortenberry, Luis G. Fortufio,
Vito Fossella, Bill Foster, Virginia Foxx,
Barney Frank, Trent Franks, Rodney P.
Frelinghuysen, Marcia L. Fudge, Elton
Gallegly, Scott Garrett, Jim Gerlach,
Gabrielle Giffords, Wayne T. Gilchrest,
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Paul E. Gillmor, Phil
Gingrey, Louie Gohmert, Charles A. Gon-
zalez, Virgil H. Goode, Jr., Bob Goodlatte,
Bart Gordon, Kay Granger, Sam Graves, Al
Green, Gene Green, Raul M. Grijalva, Luis V.
Gutierrez, John J. Hall, Ralph M. Hall, Phil
Hare, Jane Harman, J. Dennis Hastert, Alcee
L. Hastings, Doc Hastings, Robin Hayes,
Dean Heller, Jeb Hensarling, Wally Herger,
Stephanie Herseth, Brian Higgins, Baron P.
Hill, Maurice D. Hinchey, Ruben Hinojosa,
Mazie K. Hirono, David L. Hobson, Paul W.
Hodes, Peter Hoekstra, Tim Holden, Rush D.
Holt, Michael M. Honda, Darlene Hooley,
Steny H. Hoyer, Kenny C. Hulshof, Duncan
Hunter, Bob Inglis, Jay Inslee, Steve Israel,
Darrell E. Issa, Jesse L. Jackson, Jr., Sheila
Jackson-Lee, William J. Jefferson, Bobby
Jindal, Eddie Bernice Johnson, Henry C.
‘“Hank” Johnson, Jr., Sam Johnson, Tim-
othy V. Johnson, Stephanie Tubbs Jones,
Walter B. Jones, Jim Jordan, Steve Kagen,
Paul E. Kanjorski, Marcy Kaptur, Ric Keller,
Patrick J. Kennedy, Dale E. Kildee, Carolyn
C. Kilpatrick, Ron Kind, Peter T. King,
Steve King, Jack Kingston, Mark Steven
Kirk, Ron Klein, John Kline, Joe Knollen-
berg, John R. “Randy’” Kuhl, Jr., Ray
LaHood, Doug Lamborn, Nick Lampson,
James R. Langevin, Tom Lantos, Rick
Larsen, John B. Larson, Tom Latham, Ste-
ven C. LaTourette, Robert E. Latta, Barbara
Lee, Sander M. Levin, Jerry Lewis, John
Lewis, Ron Lewis, John Linder, Daniel Li-
pinski, Frank A. LoBiondo, David Loebsack,
Zoe Lofgren, Nita M. Lowey, Frank D.
Lucas, Daniel E. Lungren, Stephen F. Lynch,
Carolyn McCarthy, Kevin McCarthy, Michael
T. McCaul, Betty McCollum, Thaddeus G.
McCotter, Jim McCrery, James P. McGov-
ern, Patrick T. McHenry, John M. McHugh,
Mike McIntyre, Howard P. ‘“‘Buck’ McKeon,
Cathy McMorris Rodgers, Jerry McNerney,
Michael R. McNulty, Connie Mack, Tim
Mahoney, Carolyn B. Maloney, Donald A.
Manzullo, Kenny Marchant, Edward J. Mar-
key, Jim Marshall, Jim Matheson, Doris O.
Matsui, Martin T. Meehan, Kendrick B.
Meek, Gregory W. Meeks, Charlie Melancon,
John L. Mica, Michael H. Michaud, Juanita
Millender-McDonald, Brad Miller, Candice S.
Miller, Gary G. Miller, George Miller, Jeff
Miller, Harry E. Mitchell, Alan B. Mollohan,
Dennis Moore, Gwen Moore, James P. Moran,
Jerry Moran, Christopher S. Murphy, Pat-
rick J. Murphy, Tim Murphy, John P. Mur-
tha, Marilyn N. Musgrave, Sue Wilkins
Myrick, Jerrold Nadler, Grace F. Napolitano,
Richard E. Neal, Randy Neugebauer, Eleanor
Holmes Norton, Charlie Norwood, Devin
Nunes, James L. Oberstar, David R. Obey,
John W. Olver, Solomon P. Ortiz, Frank
Pallone, Jr., Bill Pascrell, Jr., Ed Pastor,
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Ron Paul, Donald M. Payne, Stevan Pearce,
Nancy Pelosi, Mike Pence, Ed Perlmutter,
Collin C. Peterson, John E. Peterson, Thom-
as E. Petri, Charles W. ““Chip’’ Pickering, Jo-
seph R. Pitts, Todd Russell Platts, Ted Poe,
Earl Pomeroy, Jon C. Porter, David E. Price,
Tom Price, Deborah Pryce, Adam H. Put-
nam, George Radanovich, Nick J. Rahall II,
Jim Ramstad, Charles B. Rangel, Ralph Reg-
ula, Dennis R. Rehberg, David G. Reichert,
Rick Renzi, Silvestre Reyes, Thomas M. Rey-
nolds, Laura Richardson, Ciro D. Rodriguez,
Harold Rogers, Mike Rogers, Mike Rogers,
Dana Rohrabacher, Peter J. Roskam, Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen, Mike Ross, Steven R. Roth-
man, Lucille Roybal-Allard, Edward R.
Royce, C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Bobby L.
Rush, Paul Ryan, Tim Ryan, John T.
Salazar, Bill Sali, Linda T. Sanchez, Loretta
Sanchez, John P. Sarbanes, Jim Saxton,
Steve Scalise, Janice D. Schakowsky, Adam
B. Schiff, Jean Schmidt, Allyson Y.
Schwartz, David Scott, Robert C. ‘“Bobby”’
Scott, F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr., José E.
Serrano, Pete Sessions, Joe Sestak, John B.
Shadegg, Christopher Shays, Carol Shea-Por-
ter, Brad Sherman, John Shimkus, Heath
Shuler, Bill Shuster, Michael K. Simpson,
Albio Sires, Ike Skelton, Louise McIntosh
Slaughter, Adam Smith, Adrian Smith,
Christopher H. Smith, Lamar Smith, Vic
Snyder, Hilda L. Solis, Mark E. Souder,
Zachary T. Space, John M. Spratt, Jr., Jack-
ie Speier, Cliff Stearns, Bart Stupak, John
Sullivan, Betty Sutton, Thomas G.
Tancredo, John S. Tanner, Ellen O.
Tauscher, Gene Taylor, Lee Terry, Bennie G.
Thompson, Mike Thompson, Mac Thorn-
berry, Todd Tiahrt, Patrick J. Tiberi, John
F. Tierney, Edolphus Towns, Niki Tsongas,
Michael R. Turner, Mark Udall, Tom Udall,
Fred Upton, Chris Van Hollen, Nydia M.
Velazquez, Peter J. Visclosky, Tim Walberg,
Greg Walden, James T. Walsh, Timothy J.
Walz, Zach Wamp, Debbie Wasserman
Schultz, Maxine Waters, Diane E. Watson,
Melvin L. Watt, Henry A. Waxman, Anthony
D. Weiner, Peter Welch, Dave Weldon, Jerry
Weller, Lynn A. Westmoreland, Robert
Wexler, Ed Whitfield, Roger F. Wicker,
Charles A. Wilson, Heather Wilson, Joe Wil-
son, Robert J. Wittman, Frank R. Wolf,
Lynn C. Woolsey, David Wu, Albert Russell
Wynn, John A. Yarmuth, C.W. Bill Young,
Don Young.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

9390. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Beef Promotion and
Research; Reapportionment [Doc. No.: LS-
07-0141] received November 7, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

9391. A letter from the Regulatory Contact,
Department of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule—Swine Contractors
(RIN: 0580-AB01) received October 20, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

9392. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Special Need Requests Under the Plant
Protection Act [Docket No.: APHIS-2005—
0103] (RIN: 0579-AB98) received October 23,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

9393. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
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rule—Trichinae Certification Program
[Docket No. APHIS-2006-0089] (RIN: 0579—
AB92) received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

9394. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Tuberculosis in Cattle and Bison; Satte
and Zone Designations; Minnesota [Docket
No.: APHIS-2008-0117] October 20, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

9395. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule—Walnuts Grown in
California; Increased Assesment Rate [Dock-
et No.: AMS-FV-08-0054; FV08-984-1 FR] re-
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

9396. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule—National Organic
Program (NOP), Sunset Review (2008) [Dock-
et Number: AMS-TM-07-0124; TM-07-12FR]
(RIN: 0581-AC76) received November 7, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

9397. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule—Dairy Forward
Pricing Program [Docket No.: AMS-DA-08-
0031; DA-08-05] (RIN: 0581-AC86) received No-

vember 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

9398. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Tetraconazole; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-1161; FRL.-8386-7]
received November 10, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

9399. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—MCPB; Pesticide Tolerances
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0945; FRL-8387-1] re-
ceived November 10, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

9400. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Inert Ingredient: Exemption
from the Requirement of a Tolerance for
(S,S)-Ethylenediaminedisuccinic Acid [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2008-0250; FRI1.-8362-4] received No-

vember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

9401. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Avermectin; Pesticide Toler-
ances for Emergency Exemptions [EPA-HQ-
OPP-2008-0175; FRL-8387-8] received Novem-
ber 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Agriculture.

9402. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Thiencarbazone-methyl; Pes-
ticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0132;
FRL-8382-7] received October 7, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

9403. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Pesticide Tolerance Nomen-
clature Changes; Technical Amendments
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2002- 0043 FRL-8376-1] re-
ceived October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.
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9404. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Cyprosulfamide; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0042; FRL—
8377-4] received October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

9405. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Pyrimethanil; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0609; FR1.-8384-7]
received October 23, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

9406. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Pesticide Management and
Disposal; Standards for Pesticide Containers
and Containment [EPA-HQ-OPP-2005-0327;
FRL-8387-2] (RIN: A2070-AJ37) received Octo-
ber 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Agriculture.

9407. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Silane, trimethoxy[3-
(oxiranylmethoxy) propyl]—, hydrolysis
products with silica; Tolerance Exemption
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0571; FRIL-8386-1] re-
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

9408. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Carbaryl; Order Denying
NRDC’s Petition to Revoke Tolerances
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0347; FRL-8388-1] re-
ceived October 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

9409. A letter from the Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule—Definitions; Disclosure to Share-
holders; Accounting and Reporting Require-
ments; Disclosure and Accounting Require-
ments (RIN: 30562-AC35) received November 5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

9410. A letter from the Chairman, National
Labor Relations Board, transmitting a re-
port of a violation of the Antideficiency Act
by the National Labor Relations Board, pur-
suant to 31 U.S.C. 1351; to the Committee on
Appropriations.

9411. A letter from the Under Secretary for
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a review
of the Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter
(ARH) program, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2433; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

9412. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec-
retary Acquisition and Technology, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a prototype
inventory list of activities performed, pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 2330a, section 807; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

9413. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Final Flood Elevation Determinations—re-
ceived October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

9414. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock-
et No.: FEMA-8043] received October 16, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

9415. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
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ment, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Public Housing Operating Fund Pro-
gram; Increased Terms of Energy Perform-
ance Contracts [Docket Number: FR-5057-I-
01] (RIN: 2577-AC66) received November 5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

9416. A letter from the Legal Information
Assistant, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Optional Charter Provisions in Mutual Hold-
ing Company Structures [No.: OTS-2008-0005]
(RIN: 1550-[AC15]) received October 27, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

9417. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, transmitting the Corporation’s
final rule—Depoist Insurance Regulations;
Revocable Trust Accounts (RIN: 3064-AD33)
received October 24, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

9418. A letter from the General Counsel,
National Credit Union Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final
rule—The Official Advertising Statement
(RIN: 3133-AD45) received October 24, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

9419. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Title III of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001 (NCLB).—received October
24, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Education and Labor.

9420. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Federal Perkins Loan Pro-
gram, Federal Family Education Loan Pro-
gram, and William D. Ford Federal Direct
Loan Program [Docket ID ED-2008-OPE-0009]
(RIN: 1840-AC94) received October 24, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

9421. A letter from the Regulatory and Pol-
icy Specialist, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Homeliving Programs (RIN: 1076-AE51) re-
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

9422. A letter from the Chairman, Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion, transmitting a decision to adopt and
fully follow the advisory guidelines for ad-
dressing conduct inconsistent with Anti-
discrimination and Whistleblower Protection
Laws; to the Committee on Education and
Labor.

9423. A letter from the Deputy Director for
Operations, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration, transmitting the Corporation’s
final rule—Benefits Payable in Terminated
Single-Employer Plans; Allocation of Assets
in Single-Employer Plans; Interest Assump-
tions for Valuing and Paying Benefits—re-
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

9424. A letter from the Director, Office of
Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, De-
partment of Emnergy, transmitting the Of-
fice’s report entitled, ‘2007 Annual Report to
Congress,” pursuant to Public Law 97-245,
section 304(c); to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

9425. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
National Vaccine Injury Compensation Pro-
gram: Removal of Separate Category for
Vaccines Containing Live, Oral, Rhesus—
Based Rotavirus From the Vaccine Injury
Table (RIN: 0906-AA55) received October 10,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.



H10850

9426. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s Report to Con-
gress on Thefts, Losses, or Releases of Select
Agents or Toxins for CY 2007, pursuant to
Public Law 107-188; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9427. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Stay of the Effectiveness of
Requirements for Air Emission Testing Bod-
ies [EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0800; FRL 8737-5]
(RIN: 2060-AP39) received October 30, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9428. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Outer Continental Shelf Air
Regulations Updated to Include New Jersey
State Requirements [EPA-R02-OAR-2008-
0308; FRL-8731-2] received October 30, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9429. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Navajo Nation; Underground
Injection Control (UIC) Program; Primary
Approval [EPA-R09-OW-2007-0248; FRI1-8734-
5] received October 30, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9430. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir-
ginia; Emission Reduction from Large Sta-
tionary Internal Combustion Engines and
Large Cement Kilns [EPA-R03-OAR~-2007-0382
EPA-R03-OAR-2008-0113; FRL-8735-6] re-
ceived October 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9431. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Stay of Effectiveness of Con-
trol Measure Regulating Dust Emissions at
the Four Corners Power Plant; Navajo Na-
tion [EPA-R09-OAR-2006-0184; FRL-8739-T7]
received November 10, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9432. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir-
ginia; Major New Source Review for Non-
attainment Areas [EPA-R03-OAR-2007-0522;
FRL-8731-8] received October 21, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

9433. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Completeness Findings for
Section 110(a) State Implementation Plans
Pertaining to the Fine Particulate Matter
(PM2.5) NAAQS [EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0452;
FR1-8728-3] received October 21, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

9434. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—National Ambient Air Qual-
ity Standards for Lead [EPA-HQ-OAR-2006—
0735; FRL-8732-9] (RIN: 2060-AN83) received
October 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9435. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
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cy’s final rule—Extension of Cross-Media
Electronic Reporting Rule Deadline for Au-
thorized Programs [EPA-HQ-OEI-2003-0001;
FRL-8730-8] (RIN: 2025-AA23) received Octo-
ber 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9436. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Revisions to the
Nevada State Implementation Plan; Clark
County [EPA-R09-OAR-2008-0728; FRL-8729-
1], pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9437. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Designation of
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes;
State of California; PM-10; Revision of Des-
ignation; Redesignation of the San Joaquin
Valley Air Basin PM-10 Nonattainment Area
to Attainment; Approval of PM-10 Mainte-
nance Plan for the San Joaquin Valley Air
Basin; Approval of Commitments for the
East Kern PM-10 Nonattainment Area [EPA-
R09-OAR-2008 —030; FRL—-8724-7] received No-
vember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9438. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Illi-
nois; CILCO (AmerenEnergy) Edwards [EPA-
R05-OAR-2004-11.-0003; FRIL-8730-4] received
November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9439. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Dela-
ware; Control of Stationary Combustion Tur-
bine Electric Generating Unit Emissions
[EPA-R03-OAR-2008-0068; FRIL.8738-3] re-
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9440. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Systems; Identification and Listing of
Hazardous Waste; Final Exclusion [EPA-R06—
RCRA-2008-0418; SW-FRL-8727-8] received
October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9441. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Designation of
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes;
State of California; PM-10; Revision of Des-
ignation; Redesignation of the San Joaquin
Valley Air Basin PM-10 Nonattainment Area
to Attainment; Approval of PM-10 Mainte-
nance Plan for the San Joaquin Valley Air
Basin; Approval of Commitments for the
East Kern PM-10 Nonattainment Area [EPA-
R09-OAR-2008- 0306; FRL—-8724-7] received Oc-
tober 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9442, A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Alabama: Ap-
proval of Revisions to the Visible Emissions
Rule [EPA-R04-OAR-2005-AL- 0007-00819;
FRL-8727-7] received October 7, 2008, pursu-
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ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

9443. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Texas: Final Authorization
of State-initiated Changes and Incorporation
by Reference of State Hazardous Waste Man-
agement Program [EPA-R06-RCRA-2008-0144
FRL-8727-3] received October 23, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

9444. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—New Mexico: Incorporation
by Reference of Approved State Hazardous
Waste Management Program [EPA-R06-
RCRA-2008-0753; FRL-8729-6] received Octo-
ber 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9445. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Revisions to the Definition of
Solid Waste [EPA-HQ-RCRA-2002-0031; FRL~
8728-9] (RIN: 2050-AG31) received October 14,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9446. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Significant New Use Rules on
Certain Chemical Substances [EPA-HQ-
OPPT-2008-0251; FRL-8371-3] (RIN: 2070-
AB27) received November 5, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

9447. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—NESHAP: National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants:
Standards for Hazardous Waste Combustors:
Reconsideration [EPA-HQ-OAR-2004-0022;
FRL-8733-1] (RIN: 2050-AG35) received Octo-
ber 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9448. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir-
ginia; Virginia Major New Source Review,
Prevention of Significant Deterioration
(PSD) [EPA-R03-OAR0-2007-0521; FRL-8731-9]
received October 21, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9449. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—National Volatile Organic
Compound Emission Standards for Aerosol
Coatings [EPA-HQ-OAR-2006-0971; FRL-8738-
71 (RIN: 2060-AP33) received November b5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9450. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Fort Peck Assiniboine and
Sioux Tribes in Montana; Underground Injec-
tion Control (UIC) Program; Primacy Ap-
proval and Minor Revisions [EPA-R08-OW-
2007-0153; FRL-8733-4] received October 22,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9451. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Emergency Planning and
Community Right-to-Know Act; Amend-
ments to Emergency Planning and Notifica-
tion; Emergency Release Notification and
Hazardous Chemical Reporting. [EPA-HQ-
SFUND-1998-0002; FRIL-8733-5] (RIN: 2050-
AE17) received October 22, 2008, pursuant to 5
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9452. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Minnesota: Final Authoriza-
tion of State Hazardous Waste Management
Program Revision [FRIL-8733-7] received Oc-
tober 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9453. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Revisions to the California
State Implementation Plan, San Diego Air
Pollution Control District, San Joaquin Val-
ley Air Pollution Control District, and Ven-
tura County Air Pollution Control District
[EPA-R09-OAR-2006-0869, FRL-8721-7] re-
ceived October 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9454. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania; Reasonably
Available Control Technology Requirements
for Volatile Organic Compounds and Nitro-
gen Oxides [EPA-R03-OAR-2006-0379; FRL-
8732-3] received October 21, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

9455. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir-
ginia; Movement of Richmond and Hampton
Roads 8-Hour Ozone Areas from the Non-
attainment Area List to the Maintenance
Area List [EPA-R03-OAR-2008-0656; FRL-
8735-4] received October 23, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

9456. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Illi-
nois [EPA-R05-OAR-2008-0198; FRIL-8722-9]
received October 23, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9457. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; West
Virginia; Revised Motor Vehicle Emission
Budgets for the Parkersburg 8-Hour Ozone
Maintenance Area [EPA-R03-OAR-2008- 0746
FRL-8735-7] received October 23, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

9458. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Texas;
Texas Low-Emission Diesel Fuel Program
[EPA-R06-OAR~-2006-0665; FRL-8733-8] re-
ceived October 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9459. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Control of Hazardous Air
Pollutants From Mobile Sources: Early
Credit Technology Requirement Revision
[EPA-HQ-2005-0036; FRL-8729-7] (RIN: 2060-
A089) received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9460. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Alaska; Interstate
Transport of Pollution [EPA-R10-OAR-2008-
0166; FRL-8728-1] received October 14, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9461. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Wis-
consin; Approval of Rule Clarifications
[EPA-R05-OAR-2008-0389; FRL-8711-3] re-
ceived October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9462. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Texas;
Dallas/Fort Worth 1-Hour Ozone Nonattain-
ment Area; Determination of Attainment of
the 1-Hour Standard [EPA-R06-OAR-2008-
0420; FRL-8730-3] received October 14, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9463. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Announcement of the Delega-
tion of Partial Administrative Authority for
Implementation of Federal Implementation
Plan for the Coeur d’ Alene Reservation to
the Couer d’Alene Tribe. [EPA-R10-OAR-
2008-0498 FRIL-8729-3] received October 14,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9464. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Florida; Removal
of Gasoline Vapor Recovery from Southeast
Florida Areas; Withdrawal of Direct Final
Rule [EPA-R04-OAR-2007-0836— 200739(w);
FRIL-8734-3] received October 22, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

9465. A letter from the Legal Advisor, Of-
fice of the Bureau Chief, Federal Commu-
nications Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule—In the Matter of
Amendment of Part 90 of the Commission’s
Rules To Provide for Flexible Use of the 896—
901 MHz and 935-940 MHz Band Allotted to
the Business and Industrial Land Transpor-
tation Pool Improving Public Safety Com-
munications in the 800 MHz Band Consoli-
dating the 800 MHz and 900 MHz Industrial/
Land Transportation and Business Pool
Channels [WT Docket No. 05-62 WT Docket
No. 02-55] received November 18, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

9466. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of An Inquiry Into the
Commission’s Policies and Rules Regarding
AM Radio Service Directional Antenna
Preformance Verification [MM Docket No.:
93-177] received October 14, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

9467. A letter from the Deputy, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, OMD, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule—In the Matter of Assess-
ment and Collection of Regulatory Fees for
Fiscal Year 2008 [MD Docket No.: 08-656 RM-
11312] received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9468. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
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rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations.
(Wittenberg, Wisconsin) [MB Docket No.: 08—
136 RM-11468] received October 14, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9469. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations, (Van-
derbilt, Michigan) [MB Docket No.: 08-204
RM-11492] received October 14, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

9470. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations.
(Greenville, North Carolina) [MB Docket
No.: 08-133 RM-1165] received October 14, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9471. A letter from the Cheif of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Carriage of Digital
Television Broadcast Signals: Amendment to
Part 76 of the Commission’s Rules [CS Dock-
et No.: 98-120] received October 14, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9472. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations.
(Shreveport, Louisiana) [MB Docket No.: 08—
118 RM-11455] received October 14, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9473. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations.
(Longview, Texas) [MB Docket No.: 08-112
RM-11456] received October 14, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

9474. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Salt
Lake City, Utah) [MB Docket No.: 08-144
RM-11472] received October 14, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

9475. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Free-
port, Illinois) [MB Docket No.: 08-135 RM-
11467] received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9476. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM
Broadcast Stations. (LaGrande and Prairie
City, Oregon) [MB Docket No. 08-67 RM-
11426] received November 18, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
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9477. A letter from the International Bu-
reau Legal Advisor, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule—In the Matter of 2000 Bi-
ennial Regulatory Review—Streamlining
and Other Revisions of Part 256 of the Com-
mission’s Rules Governing the Licensing of,
and Spectrum Usage by, Satellite Network
Earth Stations and Space Stations Stream-
lining the Commission’s Rules and Regula-
tions for Satellite Applications and Licens-
ing Procedures [IB Docket No. 00-248 IB
Docket No. 95-117] received November 18,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9478. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Hen-
dersonville, Tennessee) [MB Docket No. 08-
128 RM-11460] received November 18, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9479. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM
Broadcast Stations. (Linden, Tennessee) [MB
Docket No. 07-280 RM-11379] received Novem-
ber 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9480. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(i), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (La
Grande, Oregon) [MB Docket No. 08-121 RM-
11449] received November 18, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

9481. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(i), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Hon-
olulu and Waimanalo, Hawaii) [MB Docket
No. 08-98 RM-11435] received November 18,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9482. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Fort
Worth, Texas) [MB Docket No.: 08-148 RM-
11474] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9483. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Hon-
olulu, Hawaii) [MB Docket No.: 08-1565 RM-
11479] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9484. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Bain-
bridge, Georgia) [MB Docket No.: 08-139 RM-
11469] received 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9485. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
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tion 73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM
Broadcast Stations. (Butte Falls and
Netarts, Oregon) [MB Docket No.: 07-210 RM-
11399] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9486. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.202(b), FM Table of Allotments, FM
Broadcast Stations. (Tecopa, California) [MB
Docket No. 07-226 RM-11406] received October
29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9487. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—Amendment of Section 73.202(b), Table
of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations.
(Waldport, Dallas, and Monmouth, Oregon)
[MB Docket No.: 07-124 RM-11378] received
October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9488. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.202(b) Table of Allotments, FM Broad-
cast Stations. (Elko, Nevada) [MB Docket
No.: 07-281 RM-11408] received October 29,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9489. A letter from the Cheif of Staff, Media
Buraeu, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-
tion 73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM
Broadcast Stations. (Antlers and Hugo,
Oklahoma, and Hico, Texas) [MB Docket No.:
07-182 RM-11393 MB Docket No.: 07-194 RM-
11397] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9490. A letter from the Deputy Chief, CGB,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—In the
Matter of Rules and Regulations Imple-
menting the Telephone Consumer Protection
Act of 1991 Junk Fax Prevention Act of 2005
[CG Docket No.: 02-278 CG Docket No.: 05—
338] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9491. A letter from the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule—Revisions to Forms,
Statements and Reporting Requirements for
Electric Utilities and Licensees [Docket No.
RMO08-5-000; Order No. 715] received October
7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9492. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule—
Electronic Tariff Filings [Docket No.: RM01-
5-000; Order No. 714] received October 16, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9493. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule—
Mandatory Reliability Standard for Nuclear
Plant Interface Coordination [Docket No.:
RMO08-3-000; Order No. 716] received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9494. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting a report re-
garding the accuracy of the do not call reg-
istry; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

9495. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s

sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec-

final rule—Protection of Safeguards Infor-
mation [NRC-2005-0001] (RIN: 3150-AHS57) re-
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ceived October 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9496. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule—List of Approved Spent Fuel Stor-
age Casks: NAC-UMS Revision 5 [NRC-2008-
0438] (RIN: 3150-A148) received November 5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9497. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
For Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule—Conforming Changes to Certain
End-User/End-Use Based Controls in the
EAR; Clarification of the Term ‘‘Transfer’”’
and Related Terms as Used in the EAR
[Docket No. 080220216-81424-03] (RIN: 0694—
ADb59) received November 18, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

9498. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report and justification pur-
suant to Section 650(d) of the Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2008, as carried
forward under the Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2008; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

9499. A letter from the White House Liai-
son, Department of Education, transmitting
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9500. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting the Fiscal Year 2008 Perform-
ance and Accountability reports for the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Federal Housing Administration,
and the Government National Mortgage As-
sociation; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9501. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s FY 2008 Performance and Ac-
countability Report; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9502. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting a let-
ter of notification for arrival of the Depart-
ment’s FY 2008 Performance and Account-
ability Report; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

9503. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Office of Inspector General’s Semi-
annual Report to Congress, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 95-452; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

9504. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, transmitting
notification that the Corporation has taken
and will complete steps to follow the No
FEAR Guidelines, pursuant to the Notifica-
tion and Federal Employees Antidiscrimina-
tion and Retaliation Act of 2002; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9505. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit-
ting in accordance with Pub. L. 105-270, the
Federal Activities Inventory Reform Act of
1998 (FAIR Act), the Commission’s inventory
of commercial activities for fiscal year 2008;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9506. A letter from the Chairman, Holo-
caust Memorial Museum, transmitting the
Museums’s FY 2008 Report on Audit and In-
vestigative Activities, pursuant to the In-
spector General Act of 1978; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9507. A letter from the
United States, National

Archivist of the
Archives and
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Records Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s annual Performance and
Accountability Report for Fiscal Year 2008;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9508. A letter from the General Counsel,
National Credit Union Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final
rule—Revisions for the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act and Privacy Act Regulations (RIN:
3133-AD44) received November 5, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

9509. A letter from the Director, Office of
Management and Budget, transmitting a re-
port entitled, ‘‘Statistical Programs of the
United States Government: Fiscal Year
2009, pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 3504(e)(2); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9510. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Persinnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Disabled Veterans
Documentation (RIN: 3206-A1.29) received Oc-
tober 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9511. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Nonforeign Area
Cost-of-Living Allowance Rates; Alaska
(RIN: 3206-AL37) received October 30, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9512. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Reemployment
Rights (RIN: 3206-AI19) received October 30,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9513. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Repayment of Stu-
dent Loans (RIN: 3206-AK51) received Octo-
ber 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9514. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Veterans’ Preference
(RIN: 3206-AL33) received October 30, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9515. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Suitability (RIN:
3206-AL38) received November 12, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

9516. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Time-in-Grade Rule
Eliminated (RIN: 3206-AL18) received No-
vember 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9517. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Prevailing Rate Sys-
tems; Change in Nonappropriated Fund Fed-
eral Wage System Survey Schedule from Fis-
cal Year to Calendar Year (RIN: 3206-AL63)
received November 12, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9518. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Changes in Pay Ad-
ministration Rules for General Schedule Em-
ployees (RIN: 3206-AK88) received November
12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9519. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
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the Office’s final rule—Prevailing Rate Sys-
tems; Abolishment of Santa Clara, Cali-
fornia, as a Nonappropriated Fund Federal
Wage System Wage Area (RIN 3206-AL74) re-
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9520. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule—Emergency Leave
Transfer Program (RIN: 3206-AL26) received
November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9521. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
in accordance with Pub. L. 105-270, the Fed-
eral Activities Inventory Reform Act of 1998
(FAIR Act), the Commission’s inventory of
commerical activities for fiscal year 2008; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9522. A letter from the Acting General
Counsel, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Min-
imum Internal Control Standards for Class IT
Gaming (RIN: 3141-AA37) received November
5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

9523. A letter from the General Counsel,
Department of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rule—Technical Stand-
ards for Electronic, Computer, or Other
Technologic Aids Used in the Play of Class II
Games (RIN: 3141-AA29) received November
5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

9524. A letter from the Acting Division
Chief, Regulatory Affairs, BLM, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s ‘“Major” final rule—Oil Shale Man-
agement—General (RIN: 1004-AD90) received

November 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9525. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks,
Department of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rule—Migratory Bird
Permits; Changes in the Regulations Gov-
erning  Falconry [FWS-R9-MB-2008-0039]
[91200-1231-9BPP] (RIN: 1018-AGll) received

October 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9526. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Listing, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants;
Revised Designation of Critical Habitat for
the Wintering Population of the Piping Plov-
er (Charadrius melodus) in North Carolina
[FWS-RS-ES-2008-0041 92210-1117-000-B4]
(RIN: 1018-AU48) received October 20, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

9527. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a petition, pursuant to the Energy
Employees Occupational Illness Compensa-
tion Program Act of 2000; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

9528. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Department’s re-
port on the security of Assistant United
States Attorneys and other federal attor-
neys, pursuant to Public Law 110-177; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

9529. A letter from the Director, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Procedures for Completing
Uniform Forms of Trustee Final Reports in
Cases Filed Under Chapter 7, 12, and 13 of the
Bankruptcy Code [Docket No.: EOUST 101]
(RIN: 1105-AB29) received October 9, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
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9530. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting copy of the Office of
Victims of Crime (OVC) International Ter-
rorism Victim Expense Reimbursement
(ITVERP) Report to Congress 2008, pursuant
to Section 1404C of the Victims of Crime Act
of 1984; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

9531. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s Thirtieth Annual Report to Con-
gress pursuant to section 201 of the Hart
—Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act
of 1976, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 18a(j); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

9532. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting notification that funding under Title V,
subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T . Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 million for
the cost of response and recovery efforts for
FEMA-3291-EM in the State of Mississippi,
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 5193; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

9533. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Eurocopter Deutschland GMBH
Model MBB-BK 117C-2 Helicopters [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0042; Directorate Identifier
2007-SW-26-AD; Amendment 39-15614; AD
2008-15-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9534. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Empresa Brasileira de
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Model EMB-
1356BJ Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0416;
Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-297-AD;
Amendment 39-15656; AD 2008-17-18] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9535. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 777-200 and -300 Se-
ries Airplanes Equipped with Rolls-Royce
Model RB211-TRENT 800 Series Engines
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0967; Directorate Iden-
tifier 2008-NM-152-AD; Amendment 39-15671;
AD 2008-19-04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Oc-
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9536. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Fokker Model F.28 Mark 0070 and
0100 Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0676;
Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-280-AD;
Amendment 39-15676; AD 2008-19-09] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

9537. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Engine Components, Inc. (ECi)
Reciprocating Engine Cylinder Assemblies
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0052; Directorate Iden-
tifier 2008-NE-01-AD; Amendment 39-15672;
AD 2008-19-05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Oc-
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9538. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; EADS SOCATA Model TBM 700
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0748 Direc-
torate Identifier 2008-CE-041-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15677; AD 2008-19-10] (RIN: 2120-
AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9539. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Empresa Brasileria de
Aeronautice S.A. (EMBRAER) Model ERJ 170
and ERJ 190 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-
2008-0361; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-279—
AD; Amendment 39-15681; AD 2008-20-02]
(RIN: 2120-AA64) October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9540. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Fokker Model F.28 Mark 0070 and
Mark 0100 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-
0675; Directorate 2007-NM-192-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15682; AD 2008-20-03] (RIN: 2120-
AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9541. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Bombardier Model DHC-8-400,
DHC-8-401, and DHC-8-402 Airplanes [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0730; Directorate Identifier
2008-NM-055-AD; Amendment 39-15674; AD
2008-19-07] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9542. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Lockheed Model 382, 382B, 382E,
382F, and 382G Series Airplanes [Docket No.:
FAA-2008-0638; Directorate Identifier 2008-
NM-035-AD; Amendment 39, 15680; AD 2008-
20-01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 27,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9543. A letter from the Regulatory Ombuds-
man, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Hours
of Service of Drivers [Docket No. FMCSA-
2004-19608] (RIN: 2126-AB14) received Novem-
ber 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

9544. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No. 30620; Amdt. No. 3280] received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9545. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 747-100, 747-100B,
747-100B SUD, 747-200B, 747-200C, 747-300, 747
400, 747-400D, and T47SR Series Airplanes
[Docket No. FAA-2007-29227; Directorate
Identifier 2007-NM-100-AD; Amendment 39—
15664; AD 2008-18-07] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9546. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; BAE Systems (Operations) Lim-
ited (Jetstream) Model 4101 Airplanes [Dock-
et No. FAA-2008-0644; Directorate Identifier
2007-NM-321-AD; Amendment 39-15659; AD
2008-18-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9547. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
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the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Honeywell International Inc.
TFE731-4, 4R, -5, -5AR, -56BR, and -6R Series
Turbofan Engines [Docket No. FAA-2008-
0264; Directorate Identifier 2008-NE-07-AD;
Amendment 39-15679; AD 2008-19-12] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

9548. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Empresa Brasileira de
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Model EMB-
135 Airplanes, and Model EMB-145, -145ER,
-145MR, -145LR, 145XR, -145MP, and -145EP
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0642; Direc-
torate Identifier 2008-NM-039-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15643; AD 2008-17-05] (RIN: 2120-
AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9549. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Establishment
of Class E Airspace; Dallas, GA. [Docket No.
FAA-2008-1084; Airspace Docket No. 08-ASO-
17] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9550. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Establishment
of Class E Airspace; Morehead, KY. [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0809; Airspace Docket No. 08—
ASO-13] received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9551. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Modification of
Class E Airspace; Roanoke, VA [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0417; Airspace Docket No. 08-AEA-
20] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9552. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Establishment
of Class E Airspace; Lexington, OK [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0003; Airspace Docket No. 08—
ASW-1] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9553. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Amendment of
Class E Airspace; Black River Falls, WI
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0024; Airspace Docket
No. 08-AGL-4] received October 27, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

95564. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Modification of
Class D Airspace; MacDill AFB, FL [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0983; Airspace Docket No. 08—
AS0-14] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9555. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airspace Des-
ignations; Incorporation by Reference [Dock-
et No. 29334; Amendment No. 71-40] received
October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9556. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Amendment of
Class E Airspace; Butler, PA. Removal of
Class E Airspace; East Butler, PA. [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0836; Airspace Docket No. 08—
AEA-23] received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
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9557. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Establishment
of Class D Airspace; Victoria, TX [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0434; Airspace Docket No. 08—
ASW-6] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9558. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Establishment
of Class E Airspace; Plains, TX [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0683; Airspace Docket No. 08-ASW-
11] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9559. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Amendment to
Class E Airspace; Windsor Locks, Bradley
International Airport, CT [Docket No. FAA-
2008-0817; Airspace Docket No. 08-ANE-101]
received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9560. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Removal of
Class E Airspace; Chicago, IL [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0666; Airspace Docket No. 08-AGL—
6] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9561. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; British Aerospace Regional Air-
craft Model HP.137 Jetstream Mk.1, Jet-
stream Series 200 and 3101, and Jetstream
Model 3201 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-
0369; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-015-AD;
Amendment 39-15545; AD 2008-12-02] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9562. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Dassault Model Falcon 2000EX
and 900EX Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-
0301; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-284-AD;
Amendment 39-15559; AD 2008-12-15] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9563. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Dassault Model Falcon 2000EX
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0294; Direc-
torate Identifier 2007-NM-288-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15558; AD 2008-12-14] (RIN: 2120-
AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9564. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Viking Air Limited Models DHC-
6-1, DHC-6-100, DHC-6-200, and DHC-6-300
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0368 Direc-
torate Identifier 2008-CE-007-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15532; AD 2008-11-10] (RIN: 2120-
AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9565. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Pilatus Aircraft Ltd. PC-6 Series
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0493 Direc-
torate Identifier 2008-CE-028-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15581; AD 2008-13-18] (RIN: 2120-
AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9566. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting



November 20, 2008

the Department’s final rule—Establishment
of Class D Airspace; Albuquerque, NM [Dock-
et No. FAA-2007-0915; Airspace Docket No.
07-ASW-13] received October 9, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

9567. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Amendment of
Class E Airspace; Indianapolis, IN [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0163; Airspace Docket No. 08—
AGL-2] received October 9, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9568. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; McDonnell Douglas Model DC-9-
10, DC-9-20, DC-9-30, DC-9-40, and DC-9-50
Series Airplanes, Equipped with a Tail Cone
Evacuation Slide Container Installed in Ac-
cordance With Supplemental Type Certifi-
cate (STC) ST735S0 [Docket No. FAA-2007-
28881; Directorate Identifier 2006-NM-263-AD;
Amendment 39-15663; AD 2008-18-06] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

9569. A letter from the Trail Attorney, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Electronically
Controlled Pneumatic Brake System [Dock-
et No.: FRA-2006-26175, Notice No. 4]
(RIN:2130-AB84) received November 7, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9570. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Flight Simula-
tion Training Device Initial and Continuing
Qualification and Use [Docket No.: FAA-
2002-12461; Amendment No.: 60-3] (RIN: 2120-
AJ12) received October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9571. A letter from the Staff Assistant, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standards; Seating Systems,
Occupant Crash Portection, Seat Belt As-
sembly Anchorages, School Bus Passenger
Seating and Crash Protection [Docket No.:
NHTSA-2008-0163] (RIN: 2127-AKO09) received
November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9572. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transpotation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness
Directives; Rolls-Royce plc RB211 Series
Turbofan Engines [Docket No. FAA-2007-
0078; Directorate Identifier 2007-NE-40-AD;
Amendment 39-15683; AD 2008-20-04] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

9573. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Revised National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System Permit Regu-
lation and Effluent Limitations Guidelines
for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
in Response to the Waterkeeper Decision
[EPA-HQ-OW-2005-0037; FRL-8738-9] (RIN:
2040-AE80) received November 5, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

9574. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Withdrawal of the Federal
Water Quality Standards Use Designations
for Soda Creek and Portions of Canyon
Creek, South Fork Couer d’Alene River, and
Blackfoot River in Idaho [EPA-HQ-OW-2008-
0495; FRL-8737-9] received November 5, 2008,
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pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9575. A letter from the General Counsel,
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule—The
Women-Owned Small Business Federal Con-
tract Assistance Procedures (RIN: 3245-AF40)
received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Small Business.

9576. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Increase in Rates Payable Under the
Montgomery GI Bill-Active Duty and Other
Miscellaneous Issues (RIN: 2900-AM45) re-
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

9577. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Elimination of Co-payment for Weight
Management Counseling (RIN: 2900-AM59) re-
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

9578. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
a report entitled, ‘‘Employment of Veterans
in the Federal Government—Fiscal Year
2007’; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

9579. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Department of Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Proposed Amendments to Qualified Inter-
mediary Withholding Agreement—received
October 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

9580. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Department of Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Section 382 Treatment Interests in a Loss
Corporation Acquired by the Federal Govern-
ment Pursuant to the Emergency Economic
Stabilization Act of 2008 received October 21,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

9581. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Qualifying Advanced Coal Project Pro-
gram—received October 14, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

9582. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Extension of Effective Date of Normal
Retirement Age Regulations for Govern-
mental Plans—received October 14, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

9583. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Qualifying Gasification Project Pro-
gram—received October 14, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

9584. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—2008 Base Peroid T-Bill Rate—received
November 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

9585. A letter from the Branch Chief, Publi-
cations and Regulations, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final
rule—Charitable Contributions of Inventory
Property under 170(e)(3) [Notice 2008-90] re-
ceived October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.
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9586. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final
rule—Update of Weighted Average Interest
Rates, Yield Curves, and Segment Rates [No-
tice 2008-93] received October 14, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

9587. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final
rule—Insurance Dedicated Money Market
funds [Notice 2008-92]—received October 10,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

9588. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Elec-
tion Involving the Repeal of the Bonding Re-
quirement Under 42(j)(6)—received October 8,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

9589. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule—2008
Marginal Production Rates [Notice 2008-89]
received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

9590. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule—2008
Section 43 Inflation Adjustment [Notice 2008—
T72] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

9591. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final
rule—2009 Limitations Adjusted As Provided
in Section 415(d), etc. [Notice 2008-102] re-
ceived October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

9592. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Final
Rules for Group Health Plans and Health In-
surance Issuers Under the Newborns’ and
Mother’s Health Protection Act [TD 9427]
(RIN: 1545-BG82) received October 21, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

9593. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Elec-
tion to Expense Certain Refineries [TD 9412]
(RIN: 1545-BF06) received November 12, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

9594. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Infor-
mation Reporting on Employer-Owned Life
Insurance Contracts [TD 9431] (RIN: 1545-
BGbH8) received November 12, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

9595. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Sec-
tion 1367 Regarding Open Account Debt [TD
9428] (RIN: 1545-BD72) received October 21,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

9596. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Treat-
ment of Payments in Lieu of Taxes Under
Section 141 [TD 9429] (RIN: 1545-BF87) re-
ceived October 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

9597. A letter from the SSA Regulations Of-
ficer, Deputy Director, Office of Regulations,
Social Security Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule—Tech-
nical Amendments to Definition of Persons
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Closely Approaching Retirement Age [Dock-
et Number: SSA-2008-0031] (RIN: 0960-AG68)
received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

9598. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting notification of
his decision to extend the period of produc-
tion of the Naval Petroleum Reserves for a
period of three years from April 5, 2009, the
expiration date of the currently authorized
period of production, pursuant to 10 U.S.C.
7422(¢)(2)(B); jointly to the Committees on
Armed Services and Energy and Commerce.

9599. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the tenth Annual Report on the
Health Care Fraud and Abuse Control
(HCFAC) Program for Fiscal Year 2007, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 1395i; jointly to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce and Ways
and Means.

9600. A letter from the Officer for Civil
Rights and Civil Liberties, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s second quarterly report covering
the period from January 1, 2008 to March 31,
2008 as required by the Implementing Rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of
2007, Pub. L. 110-53; jointly to the Commit-
tees on Homeland Security and the Judici-
ary.

9601. A letter from the Program Manager,
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the
Service’s final rule—Final Rules for Group
Health Plans and Health Insurance Issuers
Under the Newborns’ and Mothers’ Health
Protection Act [TD 9427] (RIN: 1545-BG82) re-
ceived October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees on
Ways and Means, Energy and Commerce, and
Education and Labor.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. REYES: Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence. Security Clearance Reform:
Upgrading the Gateway to the National Se-
curity Community (Rept. 110-916). Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. NADLER:

H.R. 7296. A bill to delay the implementa-
tion of agency rules adopted within the final
90 days of the final term a President serves;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas:

H.R. 7297. A bill Emergency Automobile In-
dustry American Jobs Protection Act of 2008;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. LAMBORN (for himself, Mr.
PAUL, and Ms. FOXX):

H.R. 7298. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the de-
duction for expensing certain depreciable
business assets and to allow a deduction for
the original purchase of domestically manu-
factured automobiles; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. CANNON (for himself and Mrs.
NAPOLITANO):

H.R. 7299. A bill to direct the Secretary of

Defense and the Secretary of Veterans Af-
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fairs to make payments for certain treat-
ments of traumatic brain injury and post-
traumatic stress disorder; to the Committee
on Armed Services, and in addition to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. DOGGETT (for himself and Mr.

LEWIS of Georgia):

H.R. 7300. A bill to provide for the proper
application under the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 of the limitations on built-in losses
following an ownership change of a bank; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself,
Mr. LINCOLN DI1AZ-BALART of Florida,
Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida,
and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ):

H.R. 7301. A ©bill to provide for the
conveyence of a parcel of land held by the
Bureau of Prisons of the Department of Jus-
tice in Miami Dade County, Florida, to fa-
cilitate the construction of a new edu-
cational facility that includes a secure park-
ing area for the Bureau of Prisons, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Ms. DEGETTE:

H.R. 7302. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act with respect to health
professions education, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. GOHMERT:

H.R. 7303. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a one-time, $1,500
credit against income tax for the purchase
an automobile manufactured in the United
States; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. GOHMERT:

H.R. 7304. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to address the use of
intrathecal pumps; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. GOHMERT:

H.R. 7305. A bill to immediately terminate
the authority of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury under the Emergency Economic Sta-
bilization Act of 2008 to purchase troubled
assets, to require the Secretary to make in-
surance of troubled mortgage-backed securi-
ties available for purchase, and to provide in-
centives to reinvest foreign earnings in the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GOHMERT:

H.R. 7306. A bill to immediately terminate
the authority of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury under the Emergency Economic Sta-
bilization Act of 2008 to purchase troubled
assets and to make a portion of the unused
funding for such program available to meet
critical infrastructure needs in the United
States; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committees on
Transportation and Infrastructure, Energy
and Commerce, and Natural Resources, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. HODES (for himself, Mr.
DELAHUNT, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of
Texas, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.
GUTIERREZ, Mr. MILLER of North
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Carolina, and Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of
California):

H.R. 7307. A bill to help struggling families
stay in their homes and to ensure that tax-
payers are protected when the Secretary of
the Treasury purchases equity shares in fi-
nancial institutions; to the Committee on
Financial Services, and in addition to the
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. NADLER:

H. Res. 1531. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the President of the United States should
not issue pardons to senior members of his
administration during the final 90 days of his
term of office; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

378. The Speaker presented a memorial of
the Senate of Michigan, relative to Senate
Resolution No. 200 supporting additional
funding to expand Amtrak’s capacity and
routes in Michigan; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS TO PUBLIC
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 736: Mr. GOODLATTE.

H.R. 1322: Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut and
Mr. FATTAH.

H.R. 1801: Mr.

H.R. 1884: Mr.

H.R. 1921: Ms.

H.R. 2049: Mr.

H.R. 2208: Mr.

H.R. 2329: Mr.

H.R. 2514: Mr. PASTOR.

H.R. 2596: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas.

H.R. 3257: Ms. HIRONO and Mr. ALEXANDER.

H.R. 3609: Mr. CAPUANO and Ms. EDWARDS
of Maryland.

H.R. 4173: Mr.

H.R. 5580: Mr.

H.R. 5734: Mr.

H.R. 5756: Mr.

H.R. 5852: Mr.

H.R. 5950: Mr.

H.R. 6057: Ms.

H.R. 6310: Mr.

H.R. 6337: Mr. ROTHMAN.

H.R. 6404: Mr. WU, Mr. PLATTS, Mr. CLEAV-
ER, and Mr. MCCOTTER.

H.R. 6548: Mr. ROTHMAN.

H.R. 6873: Mr. CLAY and Mr. LANGEVIN.

H.R. 6941: Mr. STARK, Ms. WATSON, and
Mrs. NAPOLITANO.

H.R. 7023: Mr. WALDEN of Oregon.

H.R. 7187: Mr. CRAMER.

H.R. 7273: Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland, Mr.
HoLT, Mr. MOLLOHAN, Mr. SIRES, Mr.
LOBIONDO, Mr. PAUL, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of
Texas, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr.
CONYERS, Mr. CAMPBELL of California, Mr.
MCKEON, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. CAPUANO, and Mr.
HOLDEN.

H.R. 7276: Mr. PI1rTs, Ms. FoxXX, and Mr.
FORTENBERRY.

H.R. 7277: Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida, Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland, Mr. EHLERS,
Mr. PAUL, Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. GRAVES, Mr.
UPTON, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. BOUSTANY, Ms.
FoxX, and Mr. BONNER.

H.J. Res. 101: Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. KING of
Iowa, Mrs. BACHMANN, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr.
PLATTS, and Mr. SHADEGG.

HONDA.

JOHNSON of Illinois.
WATSON.

SHERMAN.
ALTMIRE.

SCHIFF.

SESTAK.

BLUMENAUER and Mr. TOWNS.
ALEXANDER.

GORDON.

DoOYLE and Mr. WEINER.
ROTHMAN.

HIRONO.

ROSS.
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H. Con. Res. 284: Mr. GOODLATTE.

H. Con. Res. 434: Ms. McCoLLUM of Min-
nesota.

H. Res. 1328: Mr. HIGGINS, and Ms. LORETTA
SANCHEZ of California.

H. Res. 1477: Mr. GOODE, Mr. DAVID DAVIS
of Tennessee, Mr. BoyD of Florida, Mr. JONES
of North Carolina, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. DICKS,
Mr. SHULER, Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, and Mr. PICKERING.
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H. Res. 1482: Mr. GOODLATTE.
H. Res. 1529: Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, Mr. WEINER, and Mr. CUMMINGS.

———

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions
and papers were laid on the clerk’s
desk and referred as follows:
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340. The Speaker presented a petition of
the National Urban League, relative to a let-
ter asking for an economic stimulus that
meets the urgent needs of the nation; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

341. Also, a petition of the Polish Legion of
American Veterans, relative to a resolution
opposing the removal of memorials honoring
heroic veterans; to the Committee on House
Administration.



United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 10 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 154

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2008

No. 177

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable MARK
L. PRYOR, a Senator from the State of
Arkansas.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord of creation, You establish day
and night and the orderly movements
of the seasons. That same Providence
orders the lives of our Senators, our
Nation, and our world. As our law-
makers seek to do what is right, give
them the wisdom to discern what is
best. Show them the pitfalls to avoid
and the opportunities to seize. Keep
them from becoming weary in their
pursuit of Your purposes as they re-
member Your promise to bring a boun-
tiful harvest. May they cling to the en-
during principles of Your truth that
will lead them to their desired destina-
tion.

We pray in Your wonderful Name.
Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MARK L. PRYOR led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, November 20, 2008.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable MARK L. PRYOR, a
Senator from the State of Arkansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. PRYOR thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks the Senate will proceed
to a period of morning business. Sen-
ators will be allowed to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume the motion to proceed
to H.R. 6867, which is the emergency
unemployment compensation legisla-
tion. Yesterday, cloture was filed on
that motion to proceed to the measure.
Senators will be notified when a vote is
scheduled. Senators should be prepared
for a rollcall vote today—or maybe
votes.

We are in a situation where we do not
know, procedurally, what we are going
to be able to accomplish today. This
doesn’t ripen until tomorrow. So we
could pass unemployment compensa-
tion legislation today, to give relief to
people who are desperately in need of
these checks. But we may not be able
to do that until tomorrow. We hope
that at least on this measure we would
be able to get consent to pass this.

After that, we have some procedural
roadblocks. I have spoken to a number
of Senators today. Of course, the desire
is we complete all of our actions until
we come back on January 6, but that
may not be possible. We have the
Thanksgiving recess. I have had calls
from staff and Senators. They are hav-
ing trouble making new arrangements,

if, in fact, we have any to be made. So
it may be necessary that we come back
after Thanksgiving. I have not had an
opportunity to converse with my Re-
publican counterpart, but I will do
that. I have a meeting scheduled later
today with the Speaker.

Everyone stay tuned, and we will do
the very best we can to let Senators
know where we are at any given time.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to a period of
morning business for up to 1 hour, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The Senator from Oklahoma is recog-
nized.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to be recognized in
morning business for whatever time I
shall consume.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———————

BAILOUT DEMANDS

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, Ameri-
cans are once again being asked to foot
the bill for yet another very urgent
bailout, as it is termed. In October,
Congress voted for an unprecedented
$750 billion bailout of Wall Street. Now
much of the same alarmist rhetoric is
being employed to pressure Members to
act quickly.

The latest bailout demand making
the rounds of Washington is for the Big
Three in the auto industry. The Demo-
crats would have you believe the pro-
posed bailout is all about saving jobs.
But having been in Washington long
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enough, my instincts led me to dig
deeper, where I unearthed the green
roots hiding behind the ‘‘bailing out”
rhetoric. It now appears that much of
what you have heard in the media
about the auto bailout being about jobs
has been misleading. In fact, there are
the usual suspects working behind the
scene to subvert the auto bailout and
ultimately betray autoworkers.

These are the facts. The proposed $25
billion bailout of Detroit now appears
to have been hijacked by the powerful
environmental lobby. When I say ‘‘pow-
erful,” it is by far the most powerful
lobby and best financed lobby—those
out in Hollywood I have referred to
many times, moveon.org, George
Soros, the Michael Moores—they talk
millions and millions of dollars. They
are indeed the powerful lobby.

I suggest there is an idea that came
to fruition from the November 19 Wall
Street Journal. They ask, in this Wall
Street Journal editorial:

When is $25 billion in taxpayer cash insuffi-
cient to bail out Detroit’s auto makers?

The answer:

When the money is a tool of the Congres-
sional industrial policy to turn GM, Ford
and Chrysler into agents of the Sierra Club
and other green lobbies.

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, the auto bailout has degenerated
into a tool to ‘“‘make Detroit a sub-
sidiary of the Sierra Club.”

We hear proponents of the auto bail-
out endlessly saying this is all about
jobs. But the truth is, this bailout ap-
pears to be about environmental lob-
bies taking over the U.S. auto indus-
try.
The Wall Street Journal explains fur-
ther, and I am quoting again:

In their public statements, proponents de-
scribe the bailout as an attempt to save jobs,
American manufacturing and the middle-
class way of life. But look closely and you
can see that what’s really going on is an at-
tempt to use taxpayer money to remake De-
troit in the image of the modern environ-
mental movement. Given a choice between
greens and blue-collar workers, Congress
puts greens first.

That was an interesting quote in the
article, that really has delved into this
thing and talks about what the real
motivation is behind it.

How did this attempt at a green
takeover of Detroit come about? Con-
gress approved $25 billion for Detroit
earlier this year for ‘‘green retooling.”
President Bush—when this came up,
the need came up to have the $25 bil-
lion—proposed to revise that $25 bil-
lion, the same amount of money, and
allow it to be used for Detroit’s general
purposes by eliminating the green con-
ditions. In other words, the amount of
money there that everyone is so anx-
ious to get in there, that they say is
going to resolve the problem, is there
and it is available today, but it has
been rejected. That shows the choice
between green and blue collar is very
clear.

The Wall Street Journal reported:

Democratic leaders refused. They are in-
sisting instead that the Bush administration
give Detroit another $25 billion in cash.
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Let’s keep in mind this is the second
$25 billion we are talking about, not
the first. ‘““The Bush administration’s
proposal is unacceptable,” declared my
colleague, Senate majority leader
HARRY REID.

The Wall Street Journal asks, and I
am quoting again now:

If the problem is so urgent, why keep the
green chains on that first $25 billion? Gen-
eral Motors in particular is saying that it
may have to declare bankruptcy by the end
of the year without a taxpayer capital injec-
tion. Aren’t jobs at stake?

Again, this is the choice being given.
But the jobs do not appear to be the
overriding concern when it comes to
the proposed bailout. A November 13
commentary in the Chicago Sun-Times
bluntly declared that Congress should
“attach environmental strings to the
Big Three bailout.”

The auto industry occupies a critical posi-
tion, not just in the U.S. economy, but also
in the struggle to cope with climate change
and the energy crisis. The government has
immense leverage right now to force the Big
Three to make progress on multiple fronts
and should and should not be afraid to use it.

This is what Andrew Leonard wrote
in the Sun-Times.

Barack Obama has spoken many times of
his ambitious plans to steer the U.S. toward
a future where Americans are driving fuel-ef-
ficient cars that run on renewable energy. If
the government is going to bail out the auto
industry, it should do so only with the ex-
plicit requirement that the Big Three accel-
erate down that road as fast as they can.

Again, I am quoting from the Sun-
Times. One of the key ‘‘green strings”
that the environmental lobby wants to
impose on Detroit is making the Cor-
porate Average Fuel Economy—that is
the CAFE standards—more draconian
than they are today.

My colleague, Democratic Senator
BILL NELSON, wants conditions on the
auto bailout that would mandate auto
companies increase their average fuel
economy to 40 miles per gallon in 10
years and then 50 miles per gallon a
mere 2 years later, in 2020. He also re-
portedly wants requirements for an
“increased production of hybrids, flex-
fuel and electric vehicles,”” according
to Congress Daily.

My colleague, Democratic Senator
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, has also tied auto
bailout money to increased CAFE
standards:

Congress should require that the auto-
makers shift to a new business model that
focuses on hybrid, electric, and other next
generation vehicle technologies.

She wrote that on November 14. She
even expands the mandates to include
costly global warming concerns by ‘‘re-
quiring the NHTSA to use the Energy
Information Administration’s most ac-
curate gasoline price projection and
consider global benefits from reducing
greenhouse gas emissions when setting
CAFE standards.”

Again that is a quote.

The Wall Street Journal countered
with a commonsense alternative to in-
creasing CAFE standards.

If Congress wants to ease the immediate
burden on Detroit, it could also ease the on-
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erous fleet-mileage standards (CAFE rules)
that force the companies to make cars do-
mestically that are unprofitable. A mere
tweak would help a lot—for example, simply
allowing Congress to meet CAFE standards
by counting the cars it makes at home and
abroad.

If you include them all, they would be able
to meet these standards.

This alone might save Chrysler from bank-
ruptcy. But Congress won’t budge on that
simple change.

This latest bout of environmental
thuggery is not an isolated incident.
The legislative goals of Democrats and
their environmental allies reveal that
saving jobs is not their highest pri-
ority. President-elect Obama has
pledged to grant California a global-
warming-motivated waiver to allow the
State to demand its own standards of
emission reductions from new auto-
mobiles. This would essentially allow a
State-by-State approach, thus creating
a patchwork of regulatory compliance
regimes in addition to the Federal
standard that would be even more cost-
ly for automobile manufacturers.

We have gone through this before. We
have had this same suggestion being
made. If there is any single thing that
would increase the price of cars and
drive them out of the market, it would
be to let each State determine what its
own standards are going to be. It can-
not work.

The Wall Street Journal summed up
this attempted hostile green takeover
and the efforts to create an ‘“Environ-
mental Motor Company’’ this way:

All of this shows that Democrats don’t
merely want to save jobs. They want an en-
tirely different American auto industry that
serves goals other than selling cars to con-
sumers. The green lobbies have disliked De-
troit for decades—for resisting fleet mileage
standards and having the audacity to make
SUVs, trucks and other vehicles that people
have wanted to buy but that violate the
modern environmental pieties. For the
greens, the bailout is their main chance to
remake Detroit according to their dictates.

That is the height of us in Govern-
ment saying our wisdom is so much
greater than the private sector that we
are going to impose that on this indus-
try. Now the problems are there.

They continued:

The more realistic alternative to this uto-
pian green vision is to let GM or Chrysler
file for Chapter 11 like any other company
that can’t pay its bills.

The immediate cost would be severe. At
least bankruptcy would provide the political
and legal means for them to evolve into
smaller, more competitive companies. Tax-
payers should not be asked to finance a
green industrial policy promoted by lobby-
ists and Congressmen who know nothing
about what it takes to make a car, much less
what it takes to make a profit.

You have to look at this. I wonder
sometimes, if we had not been so quick
and so generous to come up with $700
billion in this bailout, that perhaps
they would not be lining up. Who is
going to be standing in line after the
auto industry? I don’t think anybody
knows—I don’t—but someone is. They
are waiting to see what kind of results
there are. Is it Government’s role to
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run businesses from Washington and to
finance those businesses? Is it nec-
essary?

I have gotten a lot of criticism be-
cause I have been quite outspoken in
opposition to the $700 billion bailout.
But I would like to do one thing; that
is, if there is one thing people have not
stopped to think about, that is the
amount of $700 billion. What is $700 bil-
lion? It is very difficult for me and for
anyone else, I think, to think in terms
of those billions of dollars. But I did
some research. I found that there are
139 million families, households in
America, who file tax returns. If you do
your simple math, 139 million families
and $700 billion in a bailout, that is
$5,000 a family. If people think in terms
of that, maybe they will get a little bit
concerned.

We have already spent, of that—Sec-
retary Paulson—$125 billion on nine
large banks. This is not what they said
or what he said 2 weeks prior to the Oc-
tober 1 vote. What he said at that time
was: We have to have $700 billion to
buy damaged assets, and it is going to
take $700 billion. If this continues to
happen, we are going to have another
Great Depression.

And we got all excited and concerned.
Granted, I know Secretary Paulson is a
very Kknowledgeable person. But for
him to make that case, get the money,
and then spend it on something else is
something that is very difficult to un-
derstand.

I would suggest that when we drafted
that law, which I opposed at the time,
that was in two increments—actually,
three. The first $250 billion was going
to be handed to him to go ahead and
spend as he wanted to, and then, if he
needed $100 billion more, the President
could see to it that they got it. That
has already happened. They have $350
billon, of which $60 billion is left and
has not been spent as of this moment
in time, to my knowledge. I got my in-
formation personally from them Ilast
Tuesday.

So where we are today is we are sit-
ting on $60 billion. He has described
this as a cushion. When I say ‘“he,” I
am talking about Secretary Paulson.
So we need to now think about the
other $350 billion because it appears, as
he said, the financial markets have
been stabilized. If this is true, then
maybe we do not need to get into that
other $350 billion. Keep in mind, we
have $60 billion there on the table
ready to be used anyway.

So what I have done is drafted legis-
lation that is called S. 3697. We have
some Democrats and some Republicans
cosponsoring this. It is not a freeze. 1
wish it were. I wish I could craft a
piece of legislation that said: Let’s
take the $350 billion and give it all
back to the taxpayers; it belongs to
them. But we know that would not fly.
So instead of that, we went ahead and
did it to make a modest change in the
system.

As the law is drafted right now, if the
request is made by the Treasury Sec-
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retary, whether Secretary Paulson or
another person, that money is going to
automatically come to them if no one
objects while we are in session for 15
days. Well, we are going to go out of
session probably tomorrow and very
likely will not be coming back until
January 6. That means that if any need
is there, all he has to do is say so and
the money will come forward.

So what we have done is change—ac-
tually, we only changed one word. The
word we changed was ‘‘unless’” and
“until.” I do not have it right here, but
it says the money can be accessed un-
less Congress stops them from doing it.
However, by changing that to ‘‘until,”
that means it cannot be accessed until
we take a positive action in the Sen-
ate. That is what I think is perhaps not
nearly enough protection, but it is
some protection. I would encourage
colleagues to rally around this because
there is no other means out there right
now, no other vehicle that anyone has
put forward that is going to resolve
this problem. It is going to keep the
other $350 billion, and that is about
$2,600 for every family in America who
pays taxes and files a tax return. There
is no other way of doing it except for
this bill.

So I would encourage our Members to
join in this effort. And it is going to
have to be done today. If it is not done
today, it is not going to be done. I hope
the people outside realize there are a
few of us here who realize we want to
stop this train, particularly if Sec-
retary Paulson is correct, as he be-
lieves he is, when he says the financial
markets have been stabilized. So we
have S. 3697. I would encourage my col-
leagues to come down and sign this so
we can actually bring it up and vote on
it and have it become a reality.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Maryland is
recognized.

——
SAVING JOBS

Ms. MIKULSKI. I wish to speak in
morning business on the topic of the
economic situation which the country
faces and where we are.

I want to acknowledge that the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma has some inter-
esting ideas, and I would like to know
more about it because I am pretty frus-
trated about what has happened with
the taxpayer rescue money we have
gotten.

First, let me say, though, I am pretty
frustrated with the Senate right now. I
am frustrated that we are lame in this
lameduck session. I was telling my
constituents as I moved around Mary-
land, as is my habit and joy, that I
have used this as a November work ses-
sion—you know, get back to work. The
election is over. We know who won.
Now it is time to govern and govern
with responsibility, to come back and
go to work. So we come back, and here
we are again whirling around with a lot
of parliamentary quagmires. Can we
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bring it up? I object. No. We could be
filibustered, et cetera. While we are
fiddling and diddling to a parliamen-
tary tune here, our economy is burn-
ing. And the question is, Do we burn
the economic house down around us by
inaction?

Now, you might not like this rescue
plan or that rescue plan or what about
the automobile. I am a champion of
jobs in the automobile industry. I do
not champion an industry, I champion
the jobs in the industry. I do not be-
lieve this Congress understands what
the automobile industry is. Yes, it is
manufacturers, union and nonunion.
Whether it is the big three in Detroit
and the UAW or whether it is foreign
logo cars being made in the Southern
States of our country, the Toyotas in
Texas and Kentucky, the Nissans in
Tennessee and so on, we are talking
about jobs. We are talking about people
who make the cars, and then we are
talking about dealers who sell them,
service them, maintain them, and the
support services. In many rural parts
of my State, the automobile dealers
are the biggest employers outside of
the local school system and the local
hospital. So I want to talk about jobs,
and that is what I have been talking
about.

But while we are talking about the
rescue plan, what is shocking to me is
the rigidity of the administration to
help wrap up their time in the White
House and their time to get our econ-
omy going, the fact that they are un-
willing to look at the rescue package
as a tool for saving jobs rather than
saving banks.

Now, this is where I believe we have
gotten ourselves off on the wrong
track. When I voted for the rescue
plan, I thought I was voting for dealing
with the credit crisis and bringing the
financial system to some form of sta-
bility. It was a little too trickle-down
for me, but I thought, we are in a cri-
sis, square your shoulders and get out
there and do it. Well, what has hap-
pened is, instead of dealing with help-
ing with jobs, we have been helping
with banks. The bailout has been sim-
ply a handout to Wall Street banks.
And you know what, they have made
out like bandits. Them that got want
even more and do not promise to do
anything in return.

Let’s review how we got there. We
were facing Armageddon. We were con-
cerned about the collapse of our finan-
cial system that America essentially
helped create in terms of a financial
system. We were talking about a frozen
credit system that would affect big
business and small business in our
community. We were also concerned
about the homeowner who was losing
their home. Well, what did we do? We
said: OK, we are going to make a public
investment of $700 billion of taxpayers’
money in the economy, through our
Secretary of the Treasury. Now, who
was this investor? Well, the taxpayers
became investors.

You know, we use that term, ‘‘tax-
payers.” What does it mean? Well, I
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will tell you what it means to ‘‘Senator
Barb” from Maryland. It means that
single mother, that single mother who
is trying to hold her family together,
maybe in a job that pays $10 or $12 an
hour, trying to keep her kids together,
collect her child support, make sure
she has an 8-year-old car still running
and make sure those kids are in school
to do something. She does not have a
lot of money, and we take a chunk of
it. What about the farmer and what
about the waterman who right now is
out in this cold weather trying to bring
oysters to our Thanksgiving table? We
are going to have a table of bounty;
they have a table of trouble. But no, we
are going to take their money and give
it to Paulson to give it to AIG.

Mr. INHOFE. Would the Senator
yield for one question?

Ms. MIKULSKI. Let me finish de-
scribing the taxpayer, and I will come
back to you.

What about the waitress—you know,
somebody who carries, in that diner,
big plates of food? And what does she
end up with at the end of the day? A
few tips, a bad back, varicose veins,
and a government that is not on her
side. That is where Paulson got the
money from. OK. So that is where that
$700 billion came from. Then I will talk
about what he did with it.

I turn to my colleague.

Mr. INHOFE. I thank the Senator for
yielding. I appreciate the very favor-
able comments she has made about my
legislation. What is interesting about
this is it is supported by a whole host—
Senator SANDERS is supporting it, as
well as on the far right we have Sen-
ator COBURN and Senator DEMINT. So
we are not the only ones who feel this
way.

But the point I would like to make
and ask you if you agree is, $700 bil-
lion—you heard me describe how to put
that in and understand how much that
means to the American people. It is
$5,000 for each family who files a tax
return. We have an opportunity to save
half of that right now. I would encour-
age the Senator from Maryland to join
in this effort because I think it can get
done and it could get done during this
time.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Well, I will consider
looking at his legislation, I assure him
on the floor. I think we are in agree-
ment with some of the principles you
articulated earlier.

But let me go on with my speech and
see if we can’t find that sensible cen-
ter, that common ground we both
would like to perceive because when I
say, What were the Congress and the
American people promised for this as-
tronomical sum of money we gave, we
were promised by the Secretary of the
Treasury, on behalf of the President of
the United States, that the investment
of the taxpayer would go to stabilizing
the financial system, get credit flowing
again in our communities, and get the
economy rolling. What did we get? We
got bait and switched from Paulson.
Paulson changed his plan. He origi-
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nally said he would use it to open cred-
it and to also deal with the toxic mort-
gages. Now he is using it for money to
buy ownership in banks and not asking
anything in return. Paulson threw
money at the banks with no strings at-
tached. We have now spent close to $350
billion, and where are we? We are no-
where. The stock market is down and
unemployment is up. Things have actu-
ally gotten worse. People continue to
lose their homes. Now they are losing
their life savings. And with our inac-
tion on unemployment, they will lose
their jobs.

So let’s talk about them that got. Do
you remember their greed? Do you re-
member their incompetence on Wall
Street that got us into this economic
Superfund site?

What did Wall Street say over the
last several years to regulators and
policymakers? Stay away. Get out of
the way. It is our way or the highway.
Having gotten buckets of bucks from
the taxpayer, what does Wall Street
say? Stay out of the way. Get out of
the way. It is our way. And by the way,
give us more, and let us keep our high
pay.

Well, it is not only what we hear
from them, it is what we don’t hear
from them. You know what is so shock-
ing to me. After this money goes to the
big banks, there is no sense of grati-
tude. There is no sense of gratitude
that that waitress, that single mother,
that farmer, that firefighter is willing
to do this—no sense of gratitude. There
is also no sense of remorse on how they
got us into this terrible situation.

I know the Presiding Officer is a man
of faith, as are our colleague from
Oklahoma and myself. In my faith,
when you have sinned, the way you get
it right is you show remorse, you
promise not to sin any more. You say:
Let’s make amends. How can I get it
right?

Have we heard that out of them? I
have read every paper, heard every con-
versation. There is not one bit of re-
morse. They swagger around and say:
There are three Americas—North
America, South America, and cor-
porate America. They treat themselves
like a free trade zone. Hello. Do they
promise to sin no more? Do we see a
sense in the passion for reform coming
out of them, saying: Boy, did we screw
up; we now want to get it right? No. Do
they say: Let’s make amends? And the
way they want to say let’s make
amends would be to work with our eco-
nomic people to get jobs, credit, and
our economy rolling. No. So what, in-
stead, do those who have gotten bail-
out money do? They give themselves
lavish salaries, bonuses, big perks such
as spa retreats and golf tournaments in
the most luxurious places in the world.
And we are told that in order for them
to keep talent, they have to pay big bo-
nuses or people will walk away. They
say that in order to keep the big talent
at the big banks, they have to give big
bonuses. I want to say, if they want to
go, it is OK by me. I am an investor.
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Not as a Senator, but as a taxpayer,
Why would we want to hold on to
them? They got us into this mess. So it
is OK by me if they go. There are plen-
ty of talented people ready to go to
work for our country.

This is what ‘‘Senator Barb’ wants
to say to Wall Street: We do not want
to be passive investors. We want to be
active investors, not in a socialist form
of government, picking winners and
losers, but, by God, have a sense of re-
form. Cull out what is the best way to
have sensible regulation. Come up with
the great ideas to get our economy
going and use the power and muscle of
America’s financial system. There is
talent there to do that. If you need a
lavish bonus to do this, then leave.
Leave or get out of the way. There is a
new sheriff coming to town, and I am
part of that posse. There are not only
young people but a lot of people who
want to rebuild our country.

So I say to those on Wall Street who
feel they can’t work for less than $14
million a year, you now work for the
United States of America. Once we
started making that public investment
in you, you now work for the United
States. Work for the United States.
Give us your best thinking. Give us
your energy. Give us your ideas. What
I want to say to them is: It is time to
restore our economy, restore our na-
tional honor.

I say to those who are working in the
economic system, pull up your pants
and your pantsuits and start to go to
work. Let’s rebuild the economy.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Tennessee.

AUTOMAKER BAILOUT

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, it is a
pleasure to be back here this week. I
hope the Presiding Officer and his fam-
ily have a wonderful holiday season
when we leave tomorrow. I rise today
to talk about the proposed automaker
bailout. I have tremendous empathy
for all of the people involved. I spent
most of my life in business. I am sure
these CEOs and others leading these
companies are going through tumul-
tuous times. I empathize with them.

In my beginning period, I was a card-
carrying union member. I know there
are a lot of workers who are very con-
cerned about their future. I have tre-
mendous empathy for them and their
families. This is actually a very serious
time in our history. Regardless of
where you are, people are concerned
about the future. I was in other parts
of the world last week. All around the
world, people are concerned about the
future.

I do want to speak to the speech of
the Senator from Maryland regarding
the financial component. Many of the
car dealers who have called into our of-
fice actually are far less concerned
about the Big Three. What they are
more concerned about is having financ-
ing for consumers who are coming into
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their dealerships. Like her, I want to
see people throughout our country be
able to operate their businesses. I am
certainly not here to defend any of the
Secretaries or anybody else. I will say
that I did have a conversation yester-
day with Secretary Paulson and with
Federal Reserve Chairman Bernanke.
They are putting in place a facility to
deal with consumer finance that hope-
fully will be in place by year end to
help deal with some of the financing
components that are stressing the
automakers.

I wish to specifically address the re-
quest by the automakers. I was privi-
leged to be part of a hearing the other
day in banking where the three CEOs
and the leader of the United Auto
Workers testified. I was struck by the
lack of coherence, the fact that we had
three leaders in corporate America
whom I actually have a degree of re-
spect for. I was in some ways embar-
rassed for some of them. They evi-
dently had no plan. They felt in the
Senate and in the House today the
time was good for receiving moneys
from taxpayers. It was sort of a ‘‘get
here while the getting is good,” if you
will. It was embarrassing to hear their
testimony and the lack of thought that
had been put into place as it related to
the request. They had come up with a
number of $25 billion. They were actu-
ally hesitant to tell us how, as a pact,
the three of them had decided to divide
this money. After a lot of probing, we
were able to get them to say that they
have decided to divide the money based
on their proportional share of the auto
market.

I pressed them to find out if we did,
in fact, agree to loan them this $25 bil-
lion, would that be it? It was evident
that, no, this was a downpayment and
that they had done nothing whatsoever
to think about what might happen
after the taxpayers invested in them.

One of the questions I wish to ask is:
Why would we address these three
automakers as some homogeneous
group? They are three different compa-
nies. They are in three different cir-
cumstances. It is interesting to me
that the head of the United Auto Work-
ers knows that they are in three dif-
ferent circumstances. What he said was
that Ford was actually in good shape.
They had made some tough decisions
and done some things back in the year
2006 that have put them in place to ac-
tually survive. They have about $23 bil-
lion of cash right now. He said he had
been in to look at the books and Chrys-
ler was actually in second place. I
would have thought that Chrysler ac-
tually would have been the weakest of
the three. Their books are not public
because they are a private company.
He laid out the fact that actually
Chrysler was in a stronger position but
that GM was a company that was in
more disarray. So as we look at this, I
find it so irresponsible that we would
actually even talk about a rescue pack-
age, looking at these companies as a
group. They are three very different
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companies that have addressed their
issues in three very different ways. I
find it incredibly irresponsible to even
consider looking at them as a group.

I wonder, in a market with 10 million
cars being sold, why we need three do-
mestic automakers. I wonder whether
we would be better off if possibly we
had two or we had one that was strong.
Again, that is something that the mar-
ket can decide.

One of the greatest disservices we
could actually do to these automakers
and to the many people who depend
upon them for employment, whether
they be direct employees or tier 1 or 2
suppliers, is to grant them this money.
That would be a major mistake. These
companies have all Kkinds of legacy
issues they have not been able to deal
with. Let me point out one. General
Motors has 7,000 dealers. They probably
need about 1,500 dealers. What the deal-
ers did years ago is, they went around
and got States to pass laws that said
that GM could not do away with their
dealerships. We have had the strong
dealers actually calling our office and
telling us they actually have hurt
themselves by putting these State laws
in place, because there are so many
dealers that each of them is having
trouble making a profit. It would be a
tremendous disservice for us to grant
money to these companies without
causing them to reorganize.

There is something we have in this
country called bankruptcy protection.
There is something that allows compa-
nies to go in and reorganize, to put
their strengths in order, do away with
their weaknesses and actually carry
on. I do hope as we debate this—I real-
ize nothing is going to happen this
week; this was kind of a
preapplication; that we will probably
be dealing with this in January—but I
do hope we will look at this in a ma-
ture way and realize that these compa-
nies have not done the things they
should have done, maybe that they
could have done, and that possibly we
can be of service to them by making
them do the things they need to do.

Another example: Chrysler Company
has a situation where when they idle a
plant, they actually, in some cases, are
obligated to pay the workers of those
plants for up to 4 years beyond the
time the plant is idle. I don’t know of
any business in the world that can sur-
vive in a healthy fashion with those
types of obligations.

I have tremendous empathy for the
people involved. One of these compa-
nies has a plant in our State. But I say
to my colleagues, the worst thing we
could possibly do in this situation is to
acquiesce to this request that lacked
coherence, lacked thoughtfulness,
lacked a plan as to how these compa-
nies would be successful in the future,
and let them go about their business in
the way that they have been going
about it. They will be back, if this
money is granted. I hope we will stand
firm, that we will be responsible with
taxpayer moneys, and that even
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though I am opposed to this, even if
the money ends up being granted in
some form or fashion, we will cause
them to make the decisions that need
to be made for them to actually be suc-
cessful in the future.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Rhode Island.

EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise in
support of extending unemployment in-
surance to help the 10 million jobless
Americans, the most in a quarter cen-
tury, who are searching for work.

In the wake of the subprime mort-
gage crisis, turmoil on Wall Street, and
decline in consumer spending, workers
throughout this country are being
given pink slips by the thousands. In
fact, we are seeing record numbers
today, further amplifying the depth
and the seriousness of this employment
crisis in the United States. The situa-
tion continues to worsen. This does not
appear to be a passing trend, but, un-
fortunately, unless we do something
quickly and appropriately, we can an-
ticipate continuing job losses. We have
already seen across the country indi-
viduals whom we know—family mem-
bers, cousins, friends—who, one, are ei-
ther losing their job, or, two, are being
very concerned that their employment
status is tenuous and at any moment
they could be given the word that they
have lost their job. Over the course of
1 month, national job loss numbers
jumped from 6.1 percent to 6.5 per-
cent—an extraordinary jump in 1
month. Updated State numbers, which
will be released on Friday, will unfor-
tunately likely continue to reflect this
deterioration in our job markets.

Despite this bad news, a resolution of
this employment crisis does not seem
to be approaching. As I suggested,
there are indications this will get
worse before it gets better—another
reason to act now to try to provide sup-
port and assistance to those people who
have worked and now find themselves
without a job, through no fault of their
own.

In my home State of Rhode Island,
these national trends are amplified
dramatically. Nearly 9 percent of
Rhode Islanders are now unemployed.
That is 50,200 people. We are a small
State with a relatively small popu-
lation. Mr. President, 50,200 people are
without work. They are searching for
work. They are searching for answers.
They are searching for help. We have to
provide the help, and then the long-
term answers.

Job losses in Rhode Island are occur-
ring in all sectors. This is not just one
area of economic endeavor that is
under stress. Every area is under
stress. Workers in manufacturing
plants have been particularly hurt, and
that is another consequence or another
aspect of this discussion of the support
for the auto industry. We have thou-
sands of jobs in Rhode Island that in
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some way depend upon the auto indus-
try. So their fate is linked to what we
do effectively, constructively to assist
these companies to maintain their
presence, but also to change their prac-
tices so they are not only here for a
few more months, but they can evolve
into a sustainable manufacturing in-
dustry that will lead the world, as it
once did, in the manufacture of high-
quality, economically, and environ-
mentally sound vehicles.

We are seeing layoff notices in the fi-
nancial and services industries despite
all the efforts we have made to support
these industries through the legisla-
tion we passed last September. These
losses are from small mom-and-pop
manufacturing shops in Rhode Island
and go up into national financial com-
panies that are shedding workers.

This is a problem that must be ad-
dressed. We have done it in the past. In
1991 and 2002, Congress worked with the
White House to successfully extend
temporary benefits when unemploy-
ment rates were significantly high. In
June, I was pleased that Congress came
together and passed a 13-week emer-
gency extension of unemployment in-
surance for all States. This was an im-
portant step to help desperate families
make ends meet. But jobs are becoming
scarcer. The action we took in June
has actually been overtaken by events
in the world marketplace.

We have to deal with this issue, par-
ticularly in those States such as Rhode
Island that are seeing unusually high
unemployment rates. So far, 4,416
Rhode Islanders have already ex-
hausted their federal benefits. They are
still searching for work, unsuccess-
fully, but now they have lost the sup-
port of unemployment insurance.

There are 20,000 Rhode Islanders who
are receiving unemployment insurance
benefits. In the first week of November,
another 1,347 Rhode Islanders were
added to our State’s unemployment
rolls. These are very dispiriting num-
bers. They call for action, and I hope
we can act.

Nationally, it is estimated that near-
ly 1.2 million Americans will exhaust
their current benefits by the end of the
year. Where do they go? They have no
direct financial support through the
unemployment compensation program.
They have seen the value of their
homes whittle down to, in some cases,
less than the mortgage they owe. They
are seeing pressures in every area. Un-
less we provide them some assistance,
their ability to simply keep their heads
above water—to Kkeep their families
fed, to keep a bit of hope alive—will be
extinguished. We cannot let that hap-
pen.

These benefits are not handouts.
These people have worked. They have
paid into the program. They receive a
modest weekly benefit to keep them
close to making ends meet.

There is something else too. We have
a task before us not simply to deal in-
dividually with men and women who
have worked hard and now—through no
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fault of their own, through the action
of the huge economic forces world-
wide—find themselves without jobs. We
have to get this country moving again.
We have to stimulate the economy.

Unemployment insurance helps do
that. These benefits are spent right
away in the local communities. These
benefits are going to people who are
not going to, unfortunately, be able to
put it away for a rainy day. Today is
their rainy day. They are going to have
to go to the supermarket. They are
going to have to go to the pharmacy.
They are going to have to go put some
gas in their automobiles to get around,
to get their families around. This
money is spent almost immediately on
food, medicine, and gasoline. Econo-
mists of virtually every stripe believe
this is one of the most effective ways
to stimulate the economy, to increase
consumer demand.

This is something we have to do. It
generates approximately $1.64 in gross
domestic product per $1 spent. So for
every dollar of unemployment com-
pensation benefits, we are generating
additional support.

In September, I introduced bipartisan
legislation to provide an additional 7
weeks of unemployment insurance to
people who have exhausted their bene-
fits, and 13 more weeks of benefits to
unemployed workers in States such as
Rhode Island that have unemployment
rates above 6 percent.

Despite the urgent need for these
extra benefits, a minority of Senators
prevented this bill from moving for-
ward. What we have seen since that
date is not an improvement in the situ-
ation but a significant deterioration in
the situation. We can no longer ignore
acting on this critical issue.

Today there are more disturbing
numbers. There is an indication also in
the press that President Bush would
sign a bill, but he cannot sign a bill un-
less we pass a bill. We have the oppor-
tunity to do that before we leave
today. Since the economy continues to
unravel, we cannot sit back and wait.
We have to act.

In October, the House overwhelm-
ingly passed a measure virtually iden-
tical to my legislation. We must do the
same. I hope we take this action this
week. We cannot wait until January.
There will be more people without jobs,
unfortunately, by January, and those
who are having the opportunity to col-
lect benefits bill exhaust those benefits
by January. We have to act.

We have to do more than just an un-
employment insurance program. We
have to focus on other forms of relief
that will provide not only help to
Americans but stimulate our economy,
such as funding for food stamps and
food banks. Families are turning more
to these institutions every day. It is
not just the marginal American, some-
one who might be on the street strug-
gling with mental health issues, who
needs the assistance of those institu-
tions. More and more families—work-
ing families—are coming to food banks
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and asking for a handout, for food, to
feed their children.

We can do better, and we must do
better.

We also have to make investments to
improve job creation and provide long-
term benefits. I think this means in-
vesting in our infrastructure, putting
people to work, putting people to work
to rebuild this country, not in a tran-
sient, temporary fashion but in
projects that will last beyond this eco-
nomic crisis.

When I was a child in Rhode Island,
walking around on the sidewalks, look-
ing down, I would ask my mom and
dad: What is this plaque: “WPA”’? Well,
it is the Work Projects Administration.
That was from 1935, 1934. Well, in 1955,
in 1958, in 1968, and, indeed, in 1998, and
now in 2008, walk around, look at those
facilities, those public infrastructures
that are still serving the communities.
They were investments to help people

work, but investments that have
spurred this economy for more than 60
years.

We have to do a lot, and we can do a
lot. There are so many needs here:
aging infrastructure, roads, bridges,
public transportation systems, transit
systems so people can get to work and
get to school, drinking water systems
and wastewater systems.

In Rhode Island, proposed funding for
these initiatives would support $560 mil-
lion for road improvements. Some of
the discussions we have had about a
package—$50 million for road improve-
ments. It would also support $14 mil-
lion for transit operations which would
assure transit operations for particu-
larly the poorest citizens of Rhode Is-
land. It would also support $19.1 mil-
lion for water infrastructure projects.

Across this country, these projects
could generate more than 470,000 jobs.
We are losing about 500,000 jobs, it
seems, every reporting period. If we
could reverse that and report an in-
crease in jobs, that would not only put
a lot of money into people’s pockets
and families’ pockets, but it would also
send a signal to the country that con-
fidence can be restored, that hope can
indeed be engendered.

Finally, I believe we need to provide
some funding for the States and com-
munities that are strapped by this cri-
sis. We are looking at severe deficits.
States are looking at them. Many
States do not have the ability to oper-
ate beyond a balanced budget. They are
going to have to make excruciatingly
difficult cuts. I think we should put
more money into our matching Federal
Medicaid programs which will help
States and help people receive health
care. These investments, again, are not
only compelling because of the needs of
our fellow Americans, but justified be-
cause of their ability to stimulate the
economy and to pick us up and move us
forward.

Events over the last several months
have dramatically highlighted the eco-
nomic challenges we face. We are grap-
pling with the most severe economic
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downturn we have seen perhaps since
post-World War II and perhaps since
the Great Depression—the worst set of
economic circumstances. We must do
something. To sit back and watch
Americans continue to lose hope, to
lose their jobs, to lose their sense of
the potential of this country is unac-
ceptable. We need swift action. No
more debate; we need to vote. We need
to pass an unemployment compensa-
tion extension bill before we leave
today.
Mr. President, I yield the floor.

————

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the time for morn-
ing business be extended until 12 noon,
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Florida is rec-
ognized.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, is the Senate in morning busi-
ness?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. It is. The Senator from Florida is
recognized.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I thank the
Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida pertaining to the introduction of S.
Con. Res. 106 are located in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’”)

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I yield the floor, and I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, what is
the parliamentary situation? Is the
Senator from Virginia able to address
the Senate?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate is in a period of morn-
ing business.

Mr. WARNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent to proceed for no more than 5 min-
utes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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TRIBUTE TO SENATORS

TED STEVENS

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, this
may well be my last opportunity to
speak on the floor of the Senate. I see
my senior colleague, the senior Sen-
ator from Alaska. I come for the pur-
pose of saying some remarks about sev-
eral colleagues, including my longtime
friend. If it is convenient, I will take
the 5 minutes I have just been granted
by the Presiding Officer because I have
to go out to the CIA for a meeting that
has been established for some time. I
shall leave shortly after I finish my re-
marks.

Again, I see my friend from Alaska,
and it evokes many long years of inter-
esting and happy memories. I recall so
well that when I came here 30 years
ago to the Senate, Senator STEVENS
was one of those who sort of took the
‘“‘youngsters,’”’ as we called ourselves in
those days, under his wing. He had been
here 11 years, I think, when I arrived. I
remember serving under the Senator
when he was the whip. I remember that
whip; he exercised it judicially but
with determination. All in our fresh-
man class remember that very well.

I suppose what I remember most is
that I had a very modest and brief tour
of military service in World War II. I
was only 17. I went in the last year of
the war, as did all the kids on my
block. We joined and went in. I don’t
know if I ever shared this story with
the Senator. In those days, the boys on
the block who were a year or two older
than me had already gone in and start-
ed military service and were coming
back on leave to visit their families.
Some were severely wounded and hav-
ing to stay for long periods of hos-
pitalization. It was a dramatic period
in American history.

I remember the Army Air Corps and
those fellows who would come back
having flown their missions in Europe,
Southeast Asia, north Africa, or wher-
ever the case may be. All of us who
were 16 and 17 and getting ready to
take up our responsibilities stood in
awe because the nearest thing we had
connected with an airplane was build-
ing model airplanes. We built all the
military model airplanes, and we knew
them by heart. There were those mag-
nificent flying jackets, and they were
the envy of all of us. I tried to join the
Army Air Corps and went down and
signed up and joined the Navy. As hap-
penstance would have it, the Navy first
called me in. I had a modest career
with my generation in the training
command.

The record reflects that Senator STE-
VENS, at a very young age, displayed
courage, determination, wisdom, and
leadership. His service in the Army Air
Corps in World War II won him two
Distinguished Flying Crosses, several
Air Medals, and other decorations for
flying those aircraft. He and I have
reminisced many times over the dif-
ferent types of planes he flew—pri-
marily the old C-47, if my recollection
serves me—and flying over the hump,
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which was a perilous, dangerous mis-
sion not only from enemy resistance,
but if anything malfunctioned on that
plane, there was no landing field below
you, just miles and miles of rugged
mountain terrain, much of it totally
uninhabitable.

I think the Senator was under 21
when he flew those missions, and his
crew exemplified the courage of the
World War II generation. He, among
many, deserves credit as being a mem-
ber of the ‘‘greatest generation.”

In subsequent years, when I came to
the Senate and joined the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, it was my privilege to
travel to many places in this world
with TED STEVENS to visit the men and
women in the Armed Forces. How
many times did we work together on
this floor—I as an authorizer and him
as an appropriator—shaping that an-
nual bill which I regard with a sense of
humility as the most important bill
this body passes every year; that bill
that cares for the men and women of
the Armed Forces and provides the eco-
nomic resources for them to train, to
modernize, and to preserve and protect
the freedom of this Nation. Speaking
on behalf of the men and women of the
Armed Forces, they are grateful to
Senator STEVENS for all he has done for
them through his distinguished career
in the Senate.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska is recognized.

———————

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I am
grateful to the Senator from Virginia
for his comments. I understand that
duty calls him to go to his meeting at
the CIA. I am grateful for his support.

Mr. President, just before Christmas
in 1968, I was appointed to succeed
Alaska’s first senior Senator, Bob
Bartlett. Next month will mark the
40th year I have had the honor and
privilege to serve in this great Cham-
ber.

First, and most important, I thank
my family. After my wife Ann’s tragic
death in 1978, I thought the end of my
career had come, but my dear wife
Catherine entered my life in 1980, and
joined by my six children, Susan, Beth,
Ted, Walter, Ben, and Lily, and my 11
grandchildren, my family has given me
love, support, and sacrifice, which
made my continued career in the Sen-
ate possible and gave it meaning. I
dearly love each member of my family.

Forty years. It is hard to believe that
so much time could pass so quickly,
but it has. I want everyone listening to
know that I treasure every moment I
spent here representing Alaska and
Alaskans, the land and the people I
love.

As a Member of this body, I served as
whip from 1976 to 1984, as chair of the
Republican Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee, as chair of the Arms Control
Observer Group, as chair of the Ethics
Committee, as chair of the Rules Com-
mittee, as chair of the Governmental
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Affairs Committee, as chair of the Ap-
propriations Committee, as chair of the
Commerce Committee, and also had
functions as the ranking member as
the political change took place back
and forth across this aisle. I also served
as President pro tempore and President
pro tempore emeritus.

I am having really a difficult time
today articulating my feelings, and I
hope if I puddle up a little bit, as my
old friend used to say, I will be ex-
cused.

When I came to the Senate, Alaska
had been a State for less than a decade.
We were then more of an impoverished
territory than a full-fledged State. The
commitments made by the Federal
Government in our Statehood Act were
unfulfilled, and some are still
unfulfilled. Alaska had not received
the land and resources it had been
promised. Poverty and illness reigned
supreme in rural regions of our State.
I remember so well when Senator KEN-
NEDY and I went to the Arctic and ex-
amined some of those villages. It was a
disaster. Our fisheries were in peril,
primarily from the intrusion of foreign
vessels that were anchored just a few
miles offshore 12 months out of the
year.

Many people doubted whether Alaska
had what it took to be a successful
State, and they asked whether Alaska
was still Seward’s Folly. We proved
those doubters were wrong. Working
with one another as Alaskans and with
great friends in the Senate, Alaskans
took control of our own destiny.

In 1958, as legislative counselor for
the Department of Interior, I worked
on Alaska’s Statehood Act. Section 4 of
that act committed Congress to settle
the Alaska Native land claims.

In 1971, Congress did enact the Alas-
ka Natives Land Claims Settlement
Act, settling aboriginal claims in our
State. Native corporations, established
at my request to manage $1 billion paid
to our State by the Federal Govern-
ment, and the 44-million acre land set-
tlement are now driving forces in the
Alaska economy.

In 1973, after a dramatic tie-breaking
vote by the Vice President of this
Chamber on an amendment which
closed the courts of this country to fur-
ther delay by extreme environmental-
ists, the President signed into law the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline Authorization
Act. That act dramatically improved
America’s energy security and secured
the economic future of Alaska.

In 1976, Congress passed what became
known as the Magnuson-Stevens Act to
fight foreign fishing fleets which en-
dangered America’s fisheries. Because
of that act, America’s fisheries today
are the most productive and the best
managed in the world.

Working within the framework of
these basic laws, Alaskans have la-
bored in the appropriations and admin-
istrative process to make statehood a
reality. Where there was nothing but
tundra and forest, today there are now
airports, roads, ports, water and sewer

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

systems, hospitals, clinics, commu-
nications networks, research labs, and
much, much more. Alaska was not
Seward’s folly and is no longer an im-
poverished territory. Alaska is a great
State and an essential contributor to
our Nation’s energy security and na-
tional defense. I am proud to have had
a role in this transformation. Working
to help Alaska achieve its potential
has been and will continue to be my
life’s work.

My motto has been here ‘‘to hell with
politics, just do what’s right for Alas-
ka,” and I have tried every day to live
up to those words. I take great pride in
the work of the Appropriations Defense
Subcommittee, the leadership of which
I have shared for almost three decades
with my brother Senator DAN INOUYE,
and I thank him for being here. He is a
great American patriot and a true
friend. Together, we have worked to re-
build our Armed Forces to provide the
support and training needed by our
warfighters to meet the challenges of a
rapidly changing world.

I don’t have time today to recount
the highlights of 40 years of work in
this body. That will take a lot of time.
I will take time, however, to acknowl-
edge the friendships I have enjoyed
with so many of my colleagues and
Senate staffers.

I really am grateful to every Member
of the Senate for their friendship, and
I bear no ill will toward any Member of
this body. I am most grateful for the
support and counsel of my colleagues
in the Alaska congressional delegation,
my old friend in the House, Congress-
man DON YOUNG, who has done so much
for our State, and my steadfast partner
in the Senate, Senator LISA MUR-
KOWSKI, to whom I owe so much and ad-
mire so much. She has been a true
friend and true partner. I wish her well
in the future here.

I also want to acknowledge the tre-
mendous contribution made by hun-
dreds of young Alaskans who have
come to Washington to serve on my
staff. In particular, let me express my
gratitude to my current staff, all of
whom have worked hard for Alaska
during the toughest of times. I know
all will go on to do great things for
Alaska and our country.

I feel blessed by God to have had the
opportunity to serve in this body. I
deeply appreciate the trust Alaskans
have reposed in me for 40 years. When
Alaska needed a strong voice to speak
up for its interests, I did my part to the
best of my ability. When an adminis-
tration submitted legislation or a
budget that ignored Alaska’s legisla-
tive concerns, I urged Congress to exer-
cise its constitutional power to redress
the balance. When an Alaskan—any
Alaskan—or any Alaskan entity needed
help, my office was ready and did help
to the maximum extent possible.

I feel the same way now that I did in
1968. I really must pinch myself to fully
understand that I am privileged to
speak on the floor of the U.S. Senate.
Coming from the boyhood I had, I could
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never even have dreamed of being here
today. And home is where the heart is,
Mr. President. If that is so, I have two
homes—one is right here in this Cham-
ber, and the other is my beloved State
of Alaska. I must leave one to return
to the other.

As I leave the Senate and the work
that has given me so much happiness
and satisfaction over the years, I know
Senator MURKOWSKI and Congressman
YouNng will continue to be strong
voices for our 49th State. This is the
last frontier. I also pray for my succes-
sor’s success as he joins in that effort.

My mission in life is not complete. I
believe God will give me more opportu-
nities to be of service to Alaska and to
our Nation. And I look forward with
glad heart and with confidence in its
justice and mercy.

I told members of the press yesterday
that I don’t have any rearview mirror.
I look only forward, and I still see the
day when I can remove the cloud that
currently surrounds me.

That’s it, Mr. President, 40 years dis-
tilled into a few minutes, I close by
saying and asking that God bless Alas-
ka and our Governor, God bless the
United States of America and our
President, and God bless the Senate
and every Member of this body.

I yield the floor for the last time.

(Applause; Senators rising.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise to say
farewell to our distinguished colleague,
the senior Senator from the State of
Alaska. TED STEVENS’ public service
has been more than a career, it has
really been his life’s calling.

After serving in World War II, where
he rose to the rank of first lieutenant,
TED STEVENS completed undergraduate
work at UCLA and received a law de-
gree from Harvard. He then came to
Washington, DC, for the first time to
work for President Eisenhower. His ca-
reer in elected office started in 1964
with his election to the Alaska House
of Representatives. He became major-
ity leader in his second term. Ap-
pointed to the U.S. Senate in 1968, TED
STEVENS was returned by the voters of
Alaska six times and last year became
the longest serving U.S. Republican
Senator in our Nation’s history.

His career has been more than about
longevity. He has been an advocate for
his State. And that is an understate-
ment. He has served as President pro
tempore of the Senate, and now emer-
itus. He has been a senior member of
the Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation Committees. He has been heav-
ily involved, as I know, in the Appro-
priations Committee, Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, and Rules Committee.

That is where I have become so well
acquainted with TED STEVENS, is on
the Appropriations Committee. I had
the good fortune of helping on the floor
on a number of appropriations bills. I
consider a mark of distinction and
something I will always remember my
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Hulk tie Senator STEVENS gave me. I
don’t know anyone else he gave one to,
but it was his way of saying thanks for
getting that appropriations bill done; I
liked the way you worked to get it
done.

Events have transpired in Senator
STEVENS’ life these past 2 years that
are deeply unfortunate. He and I had a
number of conversations about what
was going on. I wish nothing but the
best for TED, Catherine, and his daugh-
ter, whom I have known since she was
a little girl, now a distinguished law-

yer.

Although I said in the past that Sen-
ator STEVENS flew in World War II with
the Flying Tigers, on the Senate floor
he will always be remembered as a lion.

I have two final stories. I was a
brandnew Senator, and my friend Alan
Bible died. Alan Bible served the State
of Nevada with distinction for 20 years.
A military aircraft was provided to
take those who wished to go to Nevada
for the funeral. There were two people
on that airplane—HARRY REID and TED
STEVENS. Think about that. We flew to
Reno, NV, for a funeral. We went out
and back in 1 day. It takes 5 hours to
go out that way and 5 hours to come
back.

I said—and I was a new Senator: Sen-
ator STEVENS, why are you on the air-
plane? I framed it a little differently
than that. He said: I have a long mem-
ory. The Alaska pipeline bill would not
have passed but for Alan Bible. It was
very hard for him to make up his mind
what he wanted to do, and when he did,
he was the culminating vote that al-
lowed that to pass. He said: I had to go
to Reno to honor what Alan Bible did
for me.

Finally, everyone knows I have a
unique relationship with DAN INOUYE.
When he ran for leader, I supported
him above anyone else. I did it because
he had been so good to me personally
and, I felt, good to the Senate. And, of
course, I admired this man for what he
had done for our country, not only in
the House of Representatives and in
the Senate but as a soldier in Italy
where he was badly wounded.

It doesn’t take much intelligence to
understand that the most secure, last-
ing friendship in this Senate and one
that probably is a friendship I have
never seen before is the one with Sen-
ator STEVENS and Senator INOUYE.
Terms are thrown around a lot: ‘“He’s
my brother.”” With DAN INOUYE and
TED STEVENS, they are brothers.

The Bible tells us in the Old Testa-
ment: “Two are better than one; be-
cause they have a good reward for their
labor. For if they fall, the one will lift
up his fellow: but woe to him that is
alone when he falleth, for he hath not
another to help him up.”” DAN INOUYE
may not be the most powerful physical
person in the world, but I think he is
the most powerful friend a person could
have. And as Scripture indicates, he
will always be there for his friend, TED
STEVENS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.
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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
Senate colleagues, how does one sum
up the extraordinary accomplishments
of the longest serving Republican Sen-
ator in U.S. history? The majority
leader has summarized Senator STE-
VENS’ career, but I think there is a way
to measure it and to summarize it that
is even shorter. I think it is safe to say,
without any fear of contradiction,
there is no Senator in the history of
the United States who has ever done
more for his State than Senator TED
STEVENS. Alaska would not be what it
is today——

Mr. BYRD. That is right.

Mr. McCONNELL. But for him.

Mr. BYRD. That is right.

Mr. McCONNELL. So we say farewell
to our friend from Alaska and wish him
well in coming years. He can always be
proud of the fact that no Senator in
the history of this country has ever
done more for his State than Senator
TED STEVENS.

Mr. BYRD. That is right, TED. That
is right.

(Applause.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from Alaska.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to speak this morning from
the perspective of an Alaskan. Some-
times it is not appropriate for a woman
to acknowledge her age, but when Sen-
ator STEVENS first came to this body, I
was 11 years old. Senator STEVENS, TED
STEVENS, has been ‘‘Alaska’ in this
Senate for four decades now. Many
Senators earn their place in the his-
tory of their States during the course
of service in the Senate. But by the
time TED came to the Senate back in
1968, he had already earned his place in
Alaskan history. He had earned his
place in Alaska’s history for his work a
decade earlier.

As an Interior Department attorney
in the late 1950s, TED was the Eisen-
hower administration’s point man on
Alaska statehood. Well, this year, our
State is celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary of statehood. But for the persist-
ence of TED STEVENS at that time, our
statehood anniversary date might be
celebrated some years off in the future.
It was that persistence that TED
brought to the Senate.

Historians will record the life of TED
STEVENS and the history of post-state-
hood Alaska and suggest they are all
interwoven. But I think there is an
easier way to express that. When I
think of the good things, the positive
things, that have come to Alaska in
the past 50 years, I see the face and I
see the hands of TED STEVENS in so
many of them.

Some of them are so small, like a
washeteria for Golovin, a village of 67
people people near Nome. TED STEVENS,
through funding from the Denali Com-
mission, has enabled that village to
have that washeteria. You might not
think much of that, but when you don’t
have a water and sewer system and you
don’t have a place for basic sanitary
services, providing a washing facility
in a little community is a big deal.
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There are also the big projects,
whether it is our 800-mile trans-Alaska
pipeline that Senator STEVENS helped
to create or the settlement of our Alas-
ka Native land claims, the fact that we
have F-22s at Elmendorf Air Force
Base, or a compromise recently that al-
lowed Eielson Air Force Base to remain
a vibrant and strategic center for our
military. And then the big things that
are yet to come, as we are working to
advance a natural gas pipeline to bring
that energy source to the lower 48. We
will also have a new VA outpatient
clinic in Anchorage that TED has been
responsible for.

When Alaskans think about the dif-
ficult debates, the issues Congress has
dealt with over the years as they relate
to Alaska—and primarily these are de-
bates where the Nation has sought to
tell Alaskans what we should be doing
to manage our lands, to develop our
economies, to live our lives. Every
time there has been an argument, a de-
bate, a victory, it has been the forceful
voice of TED STEVENS defending the
right of Alaskans that prevails.

We all knew when he would come to
the floor wearing his Incredible Hulk
tie, he was fighting a battle for Alaska
that day, and look out. Whether it was
our timber issues or the battle over
ANWR or our fisheries, he was there
working, fighting, compromising, nego-
tiating these battles for the State of
Alaska.

There are a lot of things we know
about TED and his passions, as he has
demonstrated them here on the floor,
but there are some other things you
might not know about Senator STE-
VENS and what drives him, such as his
care and his passion and support for
world-class fishing out on the Kenai
River, his support for public broad-
casting, which earned him two national
awards, and his undying commitment
for the Olympic movement and ama-
teur athletics.

Somebody mentioned it would take a
long time to enumerate the accom-
plishments of TED STEVENS. Mr. Major-
ity Leader, I might suggest that in
order to do that, it would take as long
as it took you when you read your
book about Searchlight on the floor
when I was sitting in the Presiding Of-
ficer’s chair. We don’t have time to do
that this morning, and that is not my
purpose today. But I would like to refer
to TED’s accomplishments in two small
areas to illustrate a point I wish to
make about his character and his per-
sonal commitment to public service.
These are in the areas of what he has
done to improve the lives of Alaska’s
Native people and also his legacy to
America’s fisheries.

It is often said a society is judged by
the way it treats its most vulnerable
members, and it is appropriate we
judge the character of our elected lead-
ers in a similar way. In Alaska, the
most vulnerable among us are our
Alaska Native people—the 120,000 or so
Aleuts, Eskimos, and Indians who are
the descendants of Alaska’s first inhab-
itants. We recognize that the statistics
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about the condition of our Alaskan Na-
tives are not something of which we
are proud, with incomes that are half
of other Alaskans and high rates of do-
mestic violence, suicide, child abuse,
violent deaths, and a prison rate
among our population which is not ac-
ceptable.

For decades, Alaska’s most vulner-
able people have had no better friend
than TED STEVENS. If you go to TED’s
Web site, it lists his milestone legisla-
tive accomplishments, and 8 of the 13
are directed to improving the condi-
tions of Alaska’s first people. So many
of them are so basic. You have all
heard the stories; TED has stood on the
floor and talked about the economic
conditions we face—the fact that we
don’t have road systems, the fact we
have to fly to most of the villages or go
by boat—but the reality is that in so
many of our communities, in so many
of our villages, we still don’t have basic
water and sanitation for those who live
there. Before TED STEVENS came to the
Senate, many of these villages had no
running water, no flush toilets, no
plumbing, no place to wash clothes or
take a shower—the basic needs when it
comes to sanitation and health.

In so many instances, our Native peo-
ple have lived, and some still live, in
what could be called Third World con-
ditions, conditions that wouldn’t be
tolerated anywhere in this country,
and conditions that TED STEVENS
would not tolerate. He determined he
was going to change it and he did. In
1980, only about 20 percent of the rural
houses in Alaska had indoor sanitation
facilities. Thanks to TED STEVENS, that
percentage has risen to well over 75
percent. Now, we still have a ways to
go, but what he has done is pretty re-
markable.

Talking about health improvements
and conditions, it is almost impossible
to recruit health professionals to our
small and remote areas. So TED looked
into the future and wondered how we
were going to provide access, how we
were going to provide for the needs of
those who live out here. And he said:
Well, let’s think ahead, and he brought
statewide telemedicine. It is the back-
bone of what we have in Alaska in
terms of how we provide for our health
care needs. It is the largest telemedi-
cine program in the world. It gives first
responders an ability to consult with
doctors in the larger cities. Thanks to
TED STEVENS, people’s lives have been
saved. He has made an enormous dif-
ference in our community. He has
championed the construction of hos-
pitals in our rural hubs out in
Kotzebue, Barrow, Nome, and
Dillingham. He has brought about the
community health centers and health
clinics.

I know a lot of you have had an op-
portunity to come to Alaska, and your
first stop is the airport in Anchorage,
and you notice that the airport is
named after TED STEVENS. Well, you
might not know that there is a large
monument at the entrance to the Alas-
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ka Native Medical Center that has been
erected to remind Alaskans that this
facility would not have been possible
without the work of TED STEVENS. So
our Alaska Natives today enjoy an in-
tegrated, high quality health care sys-
tem thanks to TED STEVENS.

This is important for us to remember
because so much of what we see in the
Senate, the record that is created, we
don’t have the opportunity to see how
that translates to the people TED STE-
VENS has represented for some 40 years.

Other areas he has worked for Alas-
ka’s Natives involve work to preserve
their cultural lifestyles through preser-
vation of their subsistence traditions
and making sure the Inupiaq people
can continue their whaling and helping
with economic opportunities and re-
ducing transportation costs. We are
seeing a migration from our smaller
villages into our larger cities, but I can
tell you, without the lifestyle improve-
ments TED STEVENS has brought to
rural Alaska, our Native people would
have left their villages decades ago. So
I wish to thank you, TED, for all you
have done there.

I mentioned the fishery resource, and
Senator STEVENS himself mentioned
that in his comments, but it was near-
ly 40 years ago that TED joined with
Warren Magnuson and developed a new
management regime for our fisheries.
This was at a time when our fisheries
in the United States, including Alaska,
were heavily overfished by foreign
fleets. The Magnuson-Stevens Act
helped put America back in the fishing
industry. This legislation also created
the Regional Fishery Management
Council. It is largely responsible for
the development of Alaska’s sustain-
able fisheries. We are very proud of the
fact that to this day we supply about
half the seafood that is caught in this
country.

It was at TED STEVENS’ insistence
that the United States negotiated an
agreement to stop the illegal fishing in
the international waters of the Bering
Sea. This agreement has restored the
Alaska pollock fishery from near col-
lapse. He has been an absolute cham-
pion of ocean conservation. He pushed
the U.N. to ban high seas drift net fish-
ing, a practice that was devastating
our salmon fisheries. Alaska fishermen
will never forget TED STEVENS, the con-
servationist, the advocate who has
truly helped bring our fisheries where
they are.

TED’s departure from the Senate
truly leaves a void in our hearts and
some very big shoes to fill here in the
Senate. There are a lot of us in Alaska
who are wondering if anyone can fill
these shoes. We agonize over whether
the Federal Government’s interest in
Alaska is going to dwindle without TED
here to fight for us. But I am opti-
mistic, TED, that is not going to be the
case.

You have said many times in speech-
es you have given here on the floor and
back at home—you voiced the words of
GEN Billy Mitchell back in 1935 when
he said:
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I believe that, in the future, whoever holds
Alaska will hold the world. . . . I think it is
the most important strategic place in the
world.

Those words of Billy Mitchell, I
think you and I agree, hold true today.
Alaska continues to provide this top
cover for the defense of the North
American Continent. Our troops tell us
our communities in Alaska support the
military like nowhere else in the coun-
try. The heartfelt appreciation is gen-
uine. We offer unencumbered military
training areas that are simply not
available anywhere else. Our re-
sources—our natural gas, our mineral
resources—will support and continue to
support America’s national security for
generations to come.

Through his investments in the de-
velopment of our State and our people,
TED STEVENS has helped to prepare
Alaska to meet its future challenges.
We are a strong and confident and
skilled people, and we are empowered—
we are empowered by all TED’s work
has brought to us over 40 years of serv-
ice in the Senate.

While TED may leave this body, I
think all of us will continue to seek his
advice, his counsel, and his wisdom for
as long as he is willing to offer it.

TED, you have earned a very special
place in the golden hearts of Alaskans,
and you hold a very special place in my
heart. Thank you for your service to
Alaska.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Hawaii is recognized.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, all of us
realize the events of recent weeks have
been less than pleasant and at times
dismal and heartbreaking. But to my
friend, I say stand tall, TED, because
you have every reason to do so. Your
good and courageous service to our Na-
tion is part of our history. It can never
be obliterated. Your service to the peo-
ple of Alaska is legendary, and I am
certain that in decades to come, Native
Alaskans—Eskimos and Indians—will
be singing you songs of praise. But
above all, I thank you for your four
decades of friendship. I will cherish
them. Thank you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate President pro tempore is recog-
nized.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I have
been thinking, while sitting here lis-
tening to the eloquent remarks of the
senior Senator from Alaska on this
day, I have been here a long time, and
so has he, the Senator from Alaska, al-
though he is just a youngster compared
to me. Some in this town would say we
have both lived too long.

A long life is a blessing for many rea-
sons. One of the reasons is one learns a
lot. One learns to take the bad with the
good. One learns to separate the pho-
nies from the friends. One learns that
family is the most important gift. One
learns to appreciate small, special mo-
ments and the really good things in
life—like a good laugh, a good cry, a
good dog, and a good meal.
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Politics is a rough business, with lots
of highs and lots of lows. After a long
time in politics, I come to understand
that the point of it all is helping peo-
ple. TED STEVENS has helped a lot of
people.

We all make mistakes. I have made
more of them than I have hair follicles.
But thank God we will be judged in the
next world by the good we do in this
world. TED STEVENS has done a lot of
good.

I wish for you, my friend TED STE-
VENS, many happy years. I know you
will never stop working for the people
of your beloved State of Alaska. Bless
your heart, TED. I love you.

I offer an Irish blessing: May all the
roads that you have built, TED, rise up
to meet you, and may the wind, TED,
be always at your back. May the Sun
shine warmly upon your face, TED, and
may the rains fall softly upon your
fields. And until we meet again, may
God hold you, TED, in the hollow of His
hand.

Bless your heart, TED. I love you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico is recognized.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
now because I look around and I don’t
think there is any Senator left on the
floor who has served longer than I with
him. He has had his 40; I have had my
36.

Senator, I just want to say this to
you. The Constitution of the United
States said that there will be a dif-
ference between the Senate and the
House. They said the way to get a con-
stitution is to make sure they provide
that individually the States would be
adequately represented. And they said:
We will make sure of that by creating
a U.S. Senate where two Senators rep-
resent the State.

My friend, I want to say to you, obvi-
ously I have traveled a little bit dif-
ferent path in my 36 years, but many
times the paths have crossed—you and
this Senator. I do want to say that,
more than anyone else, you have
taught me the meaning of representing
my State. You are unabashed about
that. That caused me on many occa-
sions to think about what I was doing
and whether I was representing my
State correctly, to the full extent of
my ability, and whether I did that with
gusto, knowing that we needed things.
For we are comparable in that we are a
very poor State. We are among the last
that came in, and we have many of the
same problems you have.

It has truly been a luxury of my life
to work with you, to see how you got
things done, and, from time to time, to
be able to help you because you
asked—you were unabashed in that re-
gard too—to help your State. You
would ask any of us to join you in your
cause, and most of us did that will-
ingly.

Mr. BYRD. You bet.

Mr. DOMENICI. But, Senator, I wish
to say just a word to the people of your
State.

We know TED STEVENS as a Senator
representing you people. A big event
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has occurred in the life of TED STEVENS
that you people of Alaska quite prop-
erly have been involved in. But none of
us who have worked with him could let
this day pass with anyone not know-
ing—whether they be in Alaska, a Na-
tive of Alaska or resident of Alaska or
a Native, true Native—all of you must
know of the high respect and great es-
teem in which we hold your Senator.
We are most grateful that you sent him
here for 40 years. For some of us, it
ends too abruptly, but every ride seems
to have an end.

All T hope is, with what you have left
in your life, that you will feel this day
is a special one, when Senators have
put their hearts out here on the Senate
floor to tell you who you were to them,
what you meant to them. I hope I have
done my share in my few moments. No-
body will know how many times we
have talked and met, how many times
you and I have shared personal things
and gone on with our own business, but
we were certain to mention our per-
sonal problems along with it, things we
wanted to share as men. I thank you
for every bit of that.

To the extent that some of our pray-
ers and the prayers of some of our rel-
atives whom I asked personally to pray
for you—I hope it has had some good. I
hope when you were down, you were
lifted a bit. I hope that today you are
going to be lifted more so that you can
stand what is ahead of you with a high
head and come out of it with more of
the successes of your life right out in
front of you for you to feel and touch,
as those hard issues still remain.

Thank you for your friendship.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut is recognized.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President,
much that has been true and honest
has been said by our colleagues this
morning to support and pay tribute to
the unique, the great and historic serv-
ice of Senator TED STEVENS to Alaska
and to our country. I will come back to
that, but I wish to take a moment to
speak about TED STEVENS as a friend
and a neighbor.

It happened that when I first came to
the Senate 20 years ago, our wives,
Catherine and Hadassah, became
friends. As usual, they led us in the
right direction—which is toward each
other. In fact, it was Catherine and
TED’s counsel and urging to Hadassah
and me that led us, after 6 years living
somewhere else, to the neighborhood
we live in now, which is where they
used to live. In the last several years,
they have come back to that neighbor-
hood.

Maybe, beyond the news that comes
out of the Senate in Washington and
the politics that dominates the news, a
lot of people back home and around the
country do not realize we are actually
just normal people—we live in neigh-
borhoods here, we have friends, and we
get to know our friends.

I speak of TED in that regard. Once
years ago somebody said: What can you
tell me about TED STEVENS? I can tell
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you a lot and others can about what he
is like as a Senator. I will tell you this,
that Hadassah and I talked the other
day and we said: Who would we call, of
our colleagues in the Senate, if some-
thing happened in the family?

Now I think about it, it was said at 3
a.m. in the morning. That was before
the commercials in the last campaign.
But this was not about a national
emergency, this was about something
that happened in the family and you
needed somebody’s help to come over
and watch the kids or something such
as that. We said we would call TED and
Catherine STEVENS. I never had to
make that call, but I have no doubt
they would have responded.

I have gotten to know TED STEVENS
very well. This is a good and honorable
man. He is a wise man, reads a lot. And
in recent years we have exchanged
books, usually adventure novels, with
one another. He has a tremendous
sense of history, and more than some
might appreciate, he has a great sense
of humor as well.

So I salute him as a good and honor-
able man, a man of faith who has
served our country with great effect. I
want to take a moment before I close
to talk about the extraordinary service
and supportive leadership TED STEVENS
has given to the Armed Forces of the
United States and, therefore, to the se-
curity of every American, the freedom
of every American, and I would say the
security and freedom of people in coun-
tries all over the world who have bene-
fited from the courage of our military,
the skill of our military, and even
more directly because of the support
TED STEVENS and DAN INOUYE have
given to our allies militarily around
the world.

The distinguished Republican leader
said he could not think of any Senator
who had done more for his State in the
history of the Senate than TED STE-
VENS has done for Alaska. I would say
something else at this moment. Re-
member, we have constitutional re-
sponsibilities that we swear to uphold
when we take the oath of office as Sen-
ators. One of the great ones, perhaps
the first one, which precedes all others,
is to provide for the common defense. I
honestly cannot think of two Senators
who have done more to protect the se-
curity of the United States of America,
and therefore our freedom, than TED
STEVENS and DAN INOUYE.

You know, we talk a lot around here
about partisanship. All of us agree that
there has been too much of it, that it
gets in the way of us getting things
done. I have been privileged in the
years I have been on the Homeland Se-
curity Committee to have had a won-
derful relationship with Senator COL-
LINS, whether she has been chairman or
I have been chairman. But this rela-
tionship between TED STEVENS and DAN
INOUYE is unique. Regardless of which
one was in the majority and which was
in the so-called minority, these two
were cochairs. They shared staff, they
helped each other, because the party
affiliation ultimately did not matter.
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What did you say your oath was? To
hell with politics, I have got to do what
is good for Alaska. I am going to say,
in so many ways, particularly working
with DAN INOUYE, you have said
throughout this 40 years, particularly
in the years you have worked together
on the Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee, to hell with politics, we,
DAN INOUYE and I, are going to do what
is good for America.

I salute you for that. I thank you for
that. I love the fact that you said in
your remarks that you are confident
God has more work for you to do. I
share that confidence and that faith. I
wish you and your wonderful family,
your beloved wife Catherine and your
children, all of God’s blessings in the
years ahead.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. HATCH. I remember the first
time I met TED STEVENS. It was back
in 1976 when I was a young candidate
for office, citizen candidate, hardly
knew where the Senate floor was. I
have loved and admired him ever since.
We have been in the presence of three
great senior lions in the Senate. BOB
BYRD, as we all know, has served this
Senate many years. And I love these
three people.

DAN INOUYE. I admire him so much
for the courage, honor, and friendship
he has displayed to so many of us. But
above all, to TED STEVENS. TED STE-
VENS is truly one of the greatest Sen-
ators who ever sat here. All three of
them are. They have been exemplary to
all of us, but especially me.

I have watched them. I have learned
from them. Hopefully I have not heard
the last of my dear friend TED. TED
STEVENS personifies a person with real
guts, with real ability, that dedication
to his State, dedication to every person
in his State regardless of politics, reli-
gion, or anything else. He has worked
his behind off for 40 years, and actually
longer than that, in public service—one
of the greatest men I have ever met.

I always loved him when he wore the
Incredible Hulk tie. I always got a big
kick out of it. I even liked his cranki-
ness, because there was always a little
smile behind it. He never held a grudge
against anybody, and he was always
willing to lend a helping hand and give
good advice.

Frankly, I admire him so much. TED,
I believe this cloud will be lifted from
you. It should be. The fact is that you
are a great man in a great body here
where so few rise to the top level. You
really have. You have shown such kind-
ness and graciousness to virtually ev-
erybody here, and enough toughness
too, when we have needed it. You are a
great leader. I for one am going to miss
you as a Member of this body. I hope
we will not miss you as a friend and
colleague in the future, because you
will always be my colleague. You will
always be somebody I look up to. You
will always be somebody who I learn
from. You will always be somebody
who has stood for things that count:
family, home, State, country.
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I do not know if I can say anything
much better than that. But all I can
say is this is a good man. He deserves
to be remembered as a great man as
well. We all love you. We wish you the
best. We hope we continue to see a lot
of you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington State.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today on behalf of many citizens of
Washington State who are friends of
the Senator from Alaska. On their be-
half today, I say thank you for all of
the work that you have done for your
neighbor to the South.

Obviously, everyone here has listed
the many accomplishments of the sen-
ior Senator from Alaska in his many
decades of service. We are a State that
considers Alaska a neighbor. He has
been an ally of ours many times over,
and throughout his long service in
serving his own State, has also helped
the citizens I represent. I thank him
for that today. I thank him for his
years of service on the Appropriations
Committee where I watched him as the
Chair and ranking member, where
though he may be a strong adversary,
he also understood that everyone had a
right to speak and had a right to offer
arguments and respected that. I think
that is truly a lesson all of us should
remember.

But I want to share a lesson that the
Senator from Alaska also taught me
that I think is important for this time
as well. Several years ago I was privi-
leged to join the Senator from Alaska
and the Senator from Hawaii on a dele-
gation trip to China where we met with
officials across the country to talk
about the important issues facing our
country and China.

Senator INOUYE was called away, and
I was left as the senior Democrat on
the trip. We met with leaders from
China across the table from us. Senator
STEVENS led many of these meetings
but on several occasions turned to me
to ask me to lead those. As we were
leaving China, I thanked him for that
respect he gave me in front of our dele-
gation and in front of theirs. He said to
me he thought it was important that
the people of China see that even
though we have two different parties
here with very strong opinions we re-
spect each other and out of that re-
spect are able to lead this country fac-
ing the challenges we have in front of
us.

He used that as a lesson to China, but
it was a lesson to me as well, that we
do have two strong parties, but in the
end we serve the people of America,
and we do it by respecting each other.
So I stand today and join my col-
leagues in thanking the Senator from
Alaska for being the leader he has been
here, for the work he has done, and
wish him the very best in his future.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas is recognized.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, first
impressions are always important. I
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think many times they are completely
false. I was a Member of the House
when I first met TED STEVENS. It was
at a retreat our party was having, and
I sat there wondering what on Earth
makes this man tick. Here was the
most obstreperous if not outrageous
person expressing his opinion, despite
any other person who had an objection,
who insisted on making his point.

I went away from that meeting and
said: That TED STEVENS fellow is one of
the most unique people I have ever
met. I would just as soon not meet him
again. Then I found out that he was
running for leadership of the Repub-
lican party in this distinguished body
against my friend and colleague, men-
tor, hero, Bob Dole, and came within
one vote. There is a story there, but we
will not get into that. And so that was
the history as I regarded TED Stevens.

I came to the Senate, had the privi-
lege of being elected to the Senate in
1996. I was standing right over there.
All of a sudden there was TED STEVENS
standing in front of me. That was sort
of a frightening experience for a new
Senator. But he came up and he jabbed
his finger on my chest—TED, you will
not remember this—and he said, “I
know who you are.”

I said, ““Well, I sure as hell know who
you are.”

He said, ‘“You allegedly know some-
thing about agriculture. Bob Dole told
me about you, said you were a stand-up

guy.n
I said, ‘“Thank you. That is a real
compliment.”

He said, ‘““You serve on Armed Serv-
ices and Intelligence?”’

I said, ““Yes, sir, I do.”

He said, “How would you like to go
to the Russian Far East with me?”’

I thought to myself: Why on Earth
would I want to go to the Russian Far
BEast?

He said, ‘“We are going to go to
Habarodfk. I can assure you, Habarodfk
is not one of the places that you would
want to go to if you had free time to go
anywhere.”” And he said, ‘“Then we are
going to go to Vladivostok. We are
going to meet with the admiral of the
Russian navy. He is closer to Alaska
than he is to Moscow. I know him.”

I thought, this is a man who has un-
usual relationships with people all
around the world.

‘““And then we are going to go to
South Korea to meet one of the many
presidents that come and go in South
Korea to indicate our strong support.
But then we are going to be the first
delegation allowed into North Korea.”’

Well, that got my attention. He said,
“That is why I would like to have you
come along, because if we could ar-
range a third-party grain sale’—and I
guess this is not classified anymore,
but at any rate—‘‘arrange a third-party
grain sale, and using agriculture as a
tool for peace, there are things we can
do in North Korea to at least establish
a relationship.”

This man has tried to do that all
around the world with our adversaries.
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People talk about that a lot, that he
actually just does it. He does not make
any press releases about it, does not
talk about it much.

So I said, ‘“Well, sure, I will sign up.”

And he said, “‘I understand that you
are a journalist.”

I said, ‘“Yep, that is an unemployed
newsman.’’

And he said, ‘“You could be the scribe
in regard to this CODEL.” I might say
that any CODEL you went on with TED
STEVENS, you always had a T-shirt say-
ing: “I survived CODEL STEVENS’ be-
cause you would go to the South Pole,
you would go to other places, but you
didn’t go to the water holes where ap-
parently the business executives of our
financial institutions go now to think
about things.

In any case, we went to Habarovsk
where I had a little discussion with
Senator INOUYE about where we were
staying, our accommodations, and got
to know DANNY very well. We went to
Vladivostok. We talked to that admiral
who felt closer to TED STEVENS than he
did the Russian Government at that
particular time. We went to Sakhalin
Island. There are tremendous oil re-
serves there. He was trying to work out
some kind of arrangement where Amer-
ican oil companies could come in and
take advantage of all of the oil re-
serves. We had to work our way
through the saber-toothed tigers; I am
not making that up.

Then we went to South Korea be-
cause you have to go to South Korea if
you are going to go to North Korea.
That is just required. Then we went
into North Korea. Darnedest experi-
ence I have ever had in my life. It was
a situation where that is a theocracy.
It is a robotic theocracy. If there is a
trudging contest in the Olympics, the
North Koreans will win without any
question. It was the first delegation al-
lowed into North Korea. Senator
INOUYE and Senator STEVENS met with
the North Koreans. It was Senator
COCHRAN who insisted on going to a
farm. I say that with a smile. We did
that. I will just say from an agricul-
tural standpoint, it was just a field
with nothing there except a 1938 Case
tractor with a camouflage net over it.
That sort of tells you where they are:
not a Third World country but, as I
said, a theocracy. But back to the
story. It was about 11 or 12 midnight.
This was a very unusual trip. We left
everything on the plane, and we stayed
at an alleged VIP headquarters. There
wasn’t any heat. I won’t go into all
that.

At any rate, this discussion had gone
on and on and on, and there was an in-
terpreter with the two people with
whom we were meeting. We had hoped
to meet with Kim Jong-il. That was
not possible. So he sent two of his pup-
pets down there to meet with us. They
were just going back and forth with
propaganda and we were serious. We
had permission from the Treasury to
waive certain requirements so we could
arrange for a third party grain sale to
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assist North Korea which goes through
a famine every harvesting year. In re-
sponse, we could ask for other things.

So you had two World War II vet-
erans who told these two individuals:
We are World War II veterans. We want
to make Pammunjon a tourist attrac-
tion. We want to make real progress
about that. Finally, TED had it up to
here. He said: Knock off the BS. I know
you understand English. Just take the
interpreter out of it and let’s get to the
bottom line.

The bottom line was that they
couldn’t do anything. They were there
to learn what we were about. They
really couldn’t make any decisions.
That was a real lost opportunity at
that particular time. I will never forget
his leadership.

At any rate, I would just like to say
on another CODEL, I don’t even know
which one it was, we landed at 11 and
we got to the hotel about midnight.
This man is a great connoisseur of
military movies, military history, al-
most any other movie. He is a great
devotee of that great documentary
“Band of Brothers.” So we were play-
ing ‘“Band of Brothers’” to virtually
staff and to all present. And this is at
12:30 at night. We had reached episode
5; we were going to episode 6. So there
we all were. And, of course, it was play-
ing and playing. I looked around. All
the staff were asleep. Loyal, they were
still there, but they were asleep. Then
all the Members who were still there,
because you didn’t leave in regards to
the Stevens entourage and whatever
performance he decided that we should
see, so consequently, I was having a
hard time keeping my eyelids open.

I looked over at him and his eyes
were closed. I thought, the great man
has his eyes closed. Everybody else is
asleep. So I will get up, the scribe of
the CODEL, and look around and gent-
ly turn off the television and then I can
gently wake him up and say: ‘“Ted, it is
pretty late, 1 o’clock. We all ought to
go to bed.”

As I reached for the button to turn
off the power, he said: ‘“This next part
is the best part.” He wasn’t watching
it; he was listening because he had seen
it about three times. Well, needless to
say, we saw episode 6 in its entirety.
Thank the Lord, we didn’t go into epi-
sode 7. We would have been there all
night.

Let me just say, I was present for the
ceremonies in Alaska when TED was
named the Alaskan of the Century.
How can a sitting Senator or a sitting
Member of Congress or anybody get
citizen approval or approval from his
State or accolades from his State at
that particular time. But he was Alas-
kan of the Century. His name was ev-
erywhere. I told him the Anchorage
Daily News should have been the ‘““Ted
Stevens News.”’

But I had the unique privilege of
roasting this man, which I enjoyed
thoroughly, and then got pretty serious
toward the end. At any rate, he flew in
on a World War II plane. He had his
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combat jacket. He came in with Cath-
erine and took his place on two very
posh chairs. And I quoted again that
saying he has said, and it has been said
today by the Senator himself and by
others: ‘““The hell with politics; let’s do
what is good for Alaska.” I will add:
And the country and our national de-
fense and for every man and woman in
uniform; they owe this man a great
debt. That is a true thing that he has
done in terms of his service.

I am a journalist. I am an old news-
paper guy. My great-grandfather found-
ed the second oldest newspaper in the
State of Kansas, John Wesley Roberts.
He was an abolitionist. I have printer’s
ink in my blood. The only thing I
would say to my fellow colleagues who
have now left the galleries because the
show is over, or at least up to this
point, I would only say to my col-
leagues that I don’t know who sang the
song, ‘“You Don’t Know Me.” Maybe
that was Patsy Cline; maybe it was
somebody else. I will have to Google it.
But at any rate, you don’t know him.
You really don’t know him. This is a
man with a very gruff exterior, but he
is a teddy bear when you really get to
know him. I know that because that is
exactly what my daughter labeled him
when she worked part-time for him
some years ago.

As a matter of fact, she called him
the mad penguin. She never called him
that to his face. I don’t know if you
knew that or not, TED. But that was
the label.

So under this great, gruff facade—
i.e., the mad penguin—there is a com-
passionate, caring, wise and, yes, a
man with a very good sense of humor
which I enjoyed immensely.

When you come to this body and you
come to public service, you know that
you risk your ideas, your thoughts,
your hopes, and your dreams before the
crowd. Sometimes the crowd says yes,
and you have friends who will stand be-
hind you when you are taking the
bows. Then when something happens in
your life, when it is most unfortu-
nate—and my family has experienced
this as well—you wonder where your
friends are who will stand beside you
when you are taking the boos as op-
posed to the bows.

I want to tell you that being the
Alaskan of the Century and the Alas-
kan or the Senator who has done so
much for the country and my State of
Kansas, I stand next to you, TED, and
as many have said: You are a dear
friend. I love you. God bless.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
TESTER). The Senator from Texas.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I so
appreciate hearing the many stories
that TED STEVENS has generated in this
body. He has been a friend to everyone
who has served all of the time with
him. People say: TED took care of Alas-
ka. TED did take care of Alaska. But
from my standpoint, what I saw is that
TED made sure that every State was
taken care of, that every Senator’s pri-
orities were met, if at all possible. He

(Mr.
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took care of the military. He took care
of upgrading the military bases be-
cause, of course, he served in the mili-
tary. And he wanted more than any-
thing for our military people to have
the quality of life they deserved. So I
see him as someone who has been what
people say is so rare in this city, and
that is a true friend.

It has been mentioned a couple of
times that he has a gruff exterior.
When I see pictures of him in the news-
paper and he is looking like this, it is
not the TED STEVENS we know. It is not
the person who has endeared himself to
our colleagues for years and years and
years in the Senate. That is his man-
ner, but I always said behind his back:
He is all bark and no bite. He is the
most loyal friend and the person you
could go to when you needed advice, as
I know his great colleague from Alas-
ka, Senator MURKOWSKI, has done
many times, as have I, but also when
you needed help.

I, too, have traveled with TED STE-
VENS and DANNY INOUYE because I was
fortunate enough, with TED’s help, to
get on the Defense Appropriations
Committee. So we went to the garden
spots of the world such as Bosnia, when
the Serbs had been shooting from the
hills, and when we went undercover
with flight jackets, undercover of de-
livering 2,000 pounds of peas to the
many refugees who were in Bosnia at
the time. We came into the Sarajevo
airport with our helmets on and our
flight jackets. Of course, it was a war-
torn city. We saw later, when we went
there, the former Olympic fields that
were burial grounds because they had
no place else to put the people who had
died in these terrible, tragic cir-
cumstances in Bosnia.

I went with TED STEVENS and DANNY
INOUYE to Saudi Arabia where I was
told later that it was actually discour-
aged that a woman would be in a dele-
gation. But TED STEVENS said: No way
was there ever going to be discrimina-
tion against a Senator. I was a part of
that delegation. I went to our airbase
there. I went and met with everyone we
met with as a delegation. I spoke in my
turn, just as every member of our dele-
gation did, because TED STEVENS was
always going to stand up for the right
of every Senator to be a part of a for-
eign delegation.

I went to the farm bureau air show
with TED STEVENS. There is nothing
more joyous than TED STEVENS when
he is in an air museum or at an air
show. He is an aviator to his core. He
asked all the questions. He knew most
of the answers already because he
knows airplanes and he knows avia-
tion.

I know what this man has been
through for the last few months. I
know the toll it takes on himself and
his family.

I am proud to stand with TED STE-
VENS because I value his friendship and
all he has done for me in my term in
the Senate and what he has done for
Texas every time I have needed for
Texas to be taken care of.
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I will say two things in conclusion
about TED STEVENS. His country has
never called that he has not answered
the call—from the military, to being in
the Eisenhower administration, to
fighting for Alaska to be a State, and
then fighting to make Alaska a great
State. It is a great State.

It would not be the State it is with-
out your leadership, TED.

But I want to say the most important
thing I think you could say about any-
one you know; that is, those who know
him best love him most.

Thank you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

———

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the time for
morning business be extended until 2
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Hawaii.

———

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS

TED STEVENS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise to
pay honor to Senator TED STEVENS of
Alaska. While our country may not re-
alize this, TED has been a great advo-
cate on a number of important issues
for our country. Reminding our coun-
try of its responsibility to its indige-
nous people has been one of the major
causes that TED STEVENS has pursued
and advanced. It has been a delight to
work with him to expand opportunities
and help our indigenous peoples of the
noncontiguous States of Alaska and
Hawaii, as well as those across the
country.

We have worked well together to im-
prove the lives of Federal employees.
We tried hard this Congress to enact
meaningful reforms on telework oppor-
tunities in the Federal Government
and, most importantly, to provide re-
tirement equity to Federal employees
in Alaska, Hawaii, and the territories
by extending locality pay to those
areas. Your leadership on those issues
was invaluable to our efforts to move
the bills forward. Thank you for your
efforts to expand opportunities for Fed-
eral employees.

Also, I want to mention something
that is probably an unknown part of
history, and that is a number of years
ago I discovered that since 1965 the
model of the Statue of Freedom was in
storage at the Smithsonian. I worked
to try to bring that statute here to the
Capitol, and I was having a hard time
with that until TED STEVENS joined
me. With his help we were able to move
that statue from storage in the Smith-
sonian to the Capitol.

It was, as you may now know, the
model which was erected in the Russell
rotunda. I am pleased to say that on
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December 2, 2008, the new Capitol Vis-
itor Center will be dedicated and that
Statue of Freedom will be placed be-
tween the two escalators that will lead
to the Capitol. For me and for TED STE-
VENS, this symbolizes that freedom is
returning to the Capitol of the United
States. And on December 2, 2008, the
Center will be open and the Statue of
Freedom will be an eminent part of the
Visitor Center.

I thank TED STEVENS for all the help
that he has given us in Hawaii and
other States. He has brought strength
and passion to the Senate and has been
a constant presence in this institution.
And for Millie and me, TED, I want to
say aloha, and a warm aloha and
mahalo nui loa to you for all the
friendship that we have had and con-
tinue to have. I want to say God bless
you and Catherine and your family in
the years ahead.

Mahalo.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I
think the length of my service is a
blink of the eye compared to those who
have spoken before. And as I stand
here, I cannot tell you whether it is
going to be two blinks.

But I was on the CODEL with the
Senator from Washington. We were in
China with Senator STEVENS, and I
would like to offer some insight, if I
can, as to the question raised by my
colleague from XKansas as to what
makes TED STEVENS tick.

When we were in China, Senator STE-
VENS was treated as a hero. And he is a
hero because of his service in World
War II. He flew under General Chen-
nault and went over, I think it was, the
China-India-Burma bump. He landed in
places in China to refurbish supplies,
ammunition, I think, bring in intel-
ligence sources, as described to me,
where landing fields were cut out.
There may have been a foot on one side
and a foot on the other side, and this
young guy was flying in there because
he loved his country.

When we talk about TED STEVENS
and his service to our country—so
many talk about 40 years in the Sen-
ate—as I reflected on who that young
guy was, flying in there with absolute
fearlessness, with courage, with love of
country, he is the same guy. He is the
same guy. That is what he has given to
this country his entire adult life, and it
has been given in great service to this
country. I think that is pretty special.

He has the veneer of a tough guy.
And TED STEVENS can be tough. There
is no question about that. But those of
us who know him also see the love, the
love that is in his heart, reflected in
love of country, but love of family, love
for his magnificent wife, love for his
daughter. You see the gleam in his eye
anytime he talks about her or she is in
his presence. We see the love he has for
this body, the love he has for his col-
leagues, even, by the way, for those
with whom he disagrees. I have not
been on the side of ANWR with my col-
league from Alaska. But if you simply
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tell him where you are and you give
your word and live by that, he is al-
ways there with you.

Senator SMITH is not with us today,
but few of us will ever forget when he
stood on the floor of this Senate after
the tragic death of his son and re-
flected upon the support of his col-
leagues and took special note of the
fact that he was not with TED STEVENS
on the most important issue to TED at
that time: ANWR. Yet when Senator
SMITH suffered tragedy in his life, who
was the first person to step up to try to
provide support, to try to ensure that
cause get there? It was Senator STE-
VENS.

That is the person we know. He has
given his entire adult life to service to
this Nation—extraordinary service to
this Nation—and he has done it with
fearlessness, courage, love, and com-
mitment, as with everything he did as
a young man. He has never lost any of
those qualities, and we see them today.
This Nation has been blessed by his
service, and many of us have been
blessed by his friendship, and we wish
him our very best.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I come to
the floor this afternoon with tremen-
dously mixed emotions to visit with all
of you and with our country about Sen-
ator TED STEVENS of Alaska.

Many have said much about this
great man. I will not say a great deal,
but I will try to express it in an emo-
tional way for a fellow I have known of
for 28 years and have known personally
for 18 years.

So let me visit for a moment as a
westerner, as somebody from a public
lands State, where the Federal Govern-
ment is, in many instances, dominant
over the lives of small communities
and citizens in a way that most of you
from nonpublic lands States wouldn’t
ever appreciate. I know that passion. I,
every day of my life, in working with
TED STEVENS, sensed that passion in a
way that if you are not from a public
lands State, if you do not have an
agency or a bureaucrat dictating to
you about the lives of your citizens and
your people, you would simply never
understand.

But TED grasped that early on and
without question has been the cham-
pion of his State and their citizens in a
way that no other Senator has been. I
have so tremendously respected that.

I have been in and out of Alaska sev-
eral times in my tenure as a Senator or
as a Congressman. I will close with an
expression given to me by a cab driver
in Anchorage that says more to me
about this man than anything I could
possibly say myself.

I was en route from downtown An-
chorage, TED, to the TED STEVENS
International Airport. We rounded the
curve and pulled up. As I exited the
cab, I looked up, and there was your
name. I said: Oh, my, TED’s got an air-
port. That is neat.
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And the cab driver said,
know Uncle Ted?”’

I said, ‘“Well, yes, I do. I work for
him in the Senate.”

He said ‘“You do?”

I said ‘‘Sure do.”

He said, ‘“‘Give him my best when you
get back to Washington because, as an
Alaskan, I know of no other person who
has done more for my State than Uncle
Ted.”

Well, TED STEVENS now knows why I
call him Uncle TED more often than
not. I view that as a much more affec-
tionate term than Senator STEVENS be-
cause, as I was flying out of that great
State and headed down the coast, look-
ing off to my left at those phenomenal
mountains and expanses of wilderness
and public lands and resources, I
thought: If any one person deserves the
credit for taking this phenomenal re-
gion of our world and providing reason-
able points of life for so many of its
citizens, it is Uncle TED STEVENS.

Uncle TED, I am going to miss you.
This Senate will miss you. Your State
will miss you. And America will miss
you.

Thank you for your service.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I have
had the good fortune of coming to the
Congress in 1987 as a Member of the
House of Representatives. Therefore, 1
did not get to mingle and get to know
TED STEVENS really well—just in con-
ferences. If you want to get through to
the other side of TED STEVENS—not the
one we have heard about so much on
the floor today—go to a conference
with TED STEVENS, and he will defend
his issues and his particular beliefs in
that conference as good as anyone I
know of these 100 people who are in the
Senate.

But then, in 1998, I had the good for-
tune of being elected to the Senate.
When you come to the Senate for the
first time, and you have had an en-
counter with TED STEVENS in any man-
ner, it is kind of like: Oh, my God, is he
really that tough to deal with all the
time or is that a facade we see?

Well, T have gotten to know, over the
last 10 years, the true TED STEVENS. If
you want someone who represents
America representing you in the Sen-
ate, it is TED STEVENS—not only for his
State, for the defense of our country,
for the principles of the United States
on which we stand, our Founders em-
bedded in TED STEVENS’ mind, but for
all the other things this country stands
for: the goodness of its people, giving
to others, allowing them to get to
know you to the point of changing that
gruff outside into pure love. I have
found TED STEVENS to be the most
straightforward, honest Senator I have
ever dealt with. He has given me, just
by association for the last 10 years, the
basis on which I serve here in the Sen-
ate. He has given me the example. He
has given me the principles and the
things that each and every one of us
here on the Senate floor should dem-

“Do you
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onstrate daily. Sure, we all look out
for our State; he does it better than ev-
eryone. Sure, we look out for the
United States of America as a whole—
and he has done it better than any-
one—but for family values or love of
family, for love of fellow citizens and
fellow Senators, this man is a shining
example of what a Senator should be. I
will hold his friendship dear until we
both die. I thank him for his service.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, this is
not my desk. I choose to speak from
this place because the vantage point is
better, because I will also have some-
thing to say about the delightful wife
of Senator TED STEVENS. I am the jun-
ior-most Member of this body. I am
here today with the junior Senator
from Alaska and two of the longest
serving Members of the Senate. It is al-
most presumptuous for me to even rise
to speak at this occasion, but I do so
because as the least ranking Member of
the Senate, I wish to express my pro-
found respect for Senator TED STE-
VENS.

The previous speaker, my friend from
Kentucky, said one way to get to know
Members such as TED STEVENS is to go
to a conference with them. As a Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives, I
had occasion to go to conferences spon-
sored by the Aspen Institute where we
would discuss matters of importance to
our Nation and to the world. It was at
a conference in Istanbul on the subject
of political Islam that I learned about
the keen intellect of Senator TED STE-
VENS, and also the fact that a partici-
pant in that conference could be less
than half Senator STEVENS’ age, but he
was willing to engage with you, to lis-
ten to you, to have the give and take
you can have in small group sessions
such as that. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity I had as a Member then of the
House of Representatives in having
that sort of interaction with this great
man.

There has been expression today
about the seemingly gruff exterior or
facade of the man we speak of today. I
will tell my colleagues who he is gruff
about. He is not too happy about peo-
ple such as Islamic jihadists, about the
opponents of freedom around the world.
He is a little gruff about anyone
around the globe who would wish our
country ill, and he makes no bones
about that.

I wish to commend Senator STEVENS
and to express my admiration to him
for the good judgment and good fortune
he has had in having as a spouse some-
one such as Catherine Stevens.

I mention two very small stories that
I think tell a lot about both Senator
STEVENS and Catherine. We were at
this conference and my wife was not
able to accompany me. According to
the rules, I was able to bring my col-
lege-age daughter Caroline. It hap-
pened that she needed to take an ear-
lier flight to get back and I would stay
with the conference for another day. I
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found out later what happened. She
said: Daddy, Mrs. Stevens gave me
some money before I left. It happened
this way: Mrs. Stevens asked Caroline
how much money she had to make it
through the various airports and Caro-
line told her and, as usual, her cheap-
skate dad had shortchanged her. Mrs.
Stevens said, That is not enough
money, and she pulled out a couple of
hundred dollar bills to make sure Caro-
line got through the airport system
safely. Here was the wife of the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate being
kind and being careful that a college-
age girl was well taken care of. I paid
the money back, I wish to assure my
colleagues, but I don’t know that I will
ever be able to pay back the friendship.

I have only been in the Senate some
10 months. Early on I offered an
amendment which was important to
my State and my region. It was obvi-
ous that the amendment did not have
the support of a majority. It was going
to go down and go down in flames, as it
did. I was down close to the front and
had already abandoned all hope for the
amendment passing. I am sure TED
does not even remember this, but he
walked by the desk there and cast an
aye vote for the Wicker amendment.
He was one of the few people to do so.
Someone was taking Senator STEVENS
to task for voting yes. He did not know
I was listening, but I heard him say, ‘I
did it to help Wicker.” I am sure that
was the only reason he cast that vote.
I can tell my colleagues I appreciated
that act of kindness, just as I appre-
ciated Catherine Stevens’ act of kind-
ness toward my daughter.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow said:

Lives of great men all remind us we can
make our lives sublime, and departing, leave
behind us footprints on the sands of time.

Now, the junior Senator from Alaska
did a wonderful job of outlining the
many footprints our friend TED STE-
VENS has left for both the United
States of America and the people spe-
cifically of his beloved State of Alaska.
The people of Alaska will long live bet-
ter, Alaskans yet unborn will live bet-
ter because of the efforts of TED STE-
VENS. Americans today and Americans
yet unborn will be safer and live freer
because of the service and the leader-
ship of TED STEVENS. I am honored
down to my bones to be able to stand
on the floor of the Senate today and
pay tribute to this great man.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi is recognized.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to have been here to hear most
of the comments and remarks of our
colleagues about the distinguished ca-
reer of the Senator from Alaska, TED
STEVENS. I haven’t had a better friend
in the Senate than TED STEVENS and
his example and his friendship have
been very vital to my service in the
Senate, and the people of my State
have benefited from the relationship I
have had. So I am glad to have this op-
portunity here today, when so many
are saying the things that come to
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their mind and are in their heart about
the impact TED STEVENS has had on
the work of this Senate and on indi-
vidual Senators and their careers.

I am one of those who had the privi-
lege of being by his side as a member of
the Appropriations Committee. After 2
years in the Senate, I was able to get
on that committee and moved up pret-
ty quickly, because of the retirements
of other Senators, to sit by his side and
to benefit from his example. I am
grateful to have had that opportunity,
and I thank him for his generosity, for
his time and his efforts to help assure
that I was assisted. I tried to be helpful
to not only my State but to programs
and activities within the Department
of Defense that I had strong feelings
about and thought were very vital to
our national security interests. Missile
defense comes to mind as one of those
issues that we dealt with in a way that
led our country to move forward quick-
ly. Senator INOUYE was very much a
part of that as well. I think their expe-
rience and the way they worked to-
gether served as an example to the rest
of us as to how working through the
committee system of the Senate bene-
fits our country and how it is impor-
tant to this institution that traditions
be respected and observed. It is not just
for procedural standpoint benefits, but
it truly does improve the quality of the
work and the importance of the influ-
ence of the Senate in our government
today.

So I can’t say enough in terms of
praise and expression of appreciation,
except that we are going to miss the
benefit and the example of TED STE-
VENS here in this Senate. There is no
way around that. We are suffering a
loss by his departure from the Senate.
We wish him well. We know he is going
to be around and we look forward to
continuing the friendship and the op-
portunities to get advice. He may vol-
unteer some advice that he thinks we
might need, and I hope he will. I invite
him to. We will continue to benefit
from his service and the things he has
done in his great career to help this in-
stitution and our great country.

It is a sad day for me but one that I
know he appreciates very much in
terms of the people who have spoken
and the things that have been said
about him. These are words of praise
that are very well earned.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
there have been some beautiful trib-
utes made to my colleague, the senior
Senator from Alaska today, and I am
certain that others will be coming to
the floor to speak of their relationship,
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their experiences, and to speak of the
good works of Senator STEVENS. I
would encourage them to come to the
floor or to certainly submit their writ-
ten comments for the RECORD so that
Senator STEVENS can have the full op-
portunity of those, and I ask unani-
mous consent for that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, are we
in a quorum call?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are
not.

Mr. ISAKSON. I ask unanimous con-
sent to be recognized to pay a brief
tribute to our dear friend, the senior
Senator from Alaska, Senator STE-
VENS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I wish
to say that when I was elected 4 years
ago, a gentleman by the name of Mack
Mattingly called me on the telephone,
a former Senator from 1981 to 1986, and
he said, ‘‘Johnny, when you get to
Washington and you get to the Senate,
you go meet TED STEVENS. TED STE-
VENS is the best friend you will ever
have.”

I stand here today, 4 years later, tell-
ing you he was exactly right. There is
not a person in this Chamber you have
not been willing to help. There is not
an Alaskan you have not helped. You
are a steadfast friend, and you are as
tough as nails. I wish to tell you how
much I appreciate, from the bottom of
my heart, what you have done to help
me and the citizens of Georgia. Your
work on Commerce, your work on Ap-
propriations, your work on Armed
Forces, and your work on the military,
all of it is important to Georgia. You
have been a champion all along. You
are a true hero.

The tributes today are well deserved
to a great man, a great Alaskan, and a
great Senator. God bless you.

I yield the floor.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I want-
ed to take a moment to say how much
I have appreciated the friendship of
TED STEVENS. He and his wife are a
wonderful team.

Since I was elected a short—to him—
12 years ago, it has been truly enjoy-
able to work with TED on the numerous
western issues before this body. Often,
those issues correspond to Alaska
issues, working for a strong military,
missile defense, sound land manage-
ment practices, energy development.
He has been very helpful to Colorado.

I have particularly admired his work
for our Nation’s military. TED and I
worked together, and worked hard, on
missile defense. He was an appropri-
ator, I was an authorizer. I should also
say, he was a titan of the Senate, I was
a freshman Senator. So the workload
was a little unfair, in my favor. But
we, along with many others, got the
missile defense established. I am de-
lighted that after such a rocky fight
the system is now a cornerstone of not
only our national defense, but of our
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NATO relationship as well. European
militaries understand the value of
what we can do, and what protections
we can afford them. TED saw this, he
knew what the results would be, and he
shouldered the burden, fought the
fight, and dragged the system into re-
ality.

I have had the pleasure of helping
TED raise money for his conservation
efforts on the World Famous Kenai
River. I have been fortunate enough to
join him on the river. I had the even
greater fortune to win his annual tour-
nament a couple times. Some rivers are
just lucky for some fisherman, and
while I might wish my lucky river is a
little closer to home than Kenai, AK,
being lucky on a river famous for its
prize salmon is not so bad. And what he
is doing for that river, his conservation
efforts, is remarkable. I have noticed a
difference between my first visit and
my last.

My wife Joan and I wish TED and his
wife Catherine the best. God Bless.

————
NOMINATION OF ERIC HOLDER

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
speak about some of the things we have
seen recently in the press about the
President-elect nominating Eric H.
Holder, Jr. to be Attorney General.

Eric Holder would make an out-
standing and historic nominee if Presi-
dent-elect Obama were to choose to
nominate him. Mr. Holder would be the
first African American to be nominated
and confirmed to serve as Attorney
General, the highest ranking law en-
forcement officer in the country. But
far more important than that, he
would be as qualified a person as could
be found in either party in this coun-
try.

Over the last 8 years, political ma-
nipulation and influence from partisan
political operatives in the White House
have undercut the Department of Jus-
tice and its mission, severely under-
mined the morale of its career profes-
sionals, and shaken public confidence
in our Federal justice system. We need
the new Attorney General to be a per-
son not only of integrity and experi-
ence, but also somebody who can in-
spire the thousands of hard-working
prosecutors, agents and employees who
do their best every day to enforce the
law and promote justice without regard
to partisan politics. We need an Attor-
ney General in the mode of Robert H.
Jackson, and Eric Holder fits that
mold.

Investigations by the Judiciary Com-
mittees of the Senate and House and by
the Department of Justice’s own in-
spector general have substantiated
some of our worst fears. As you go
around the courts in this country, we
now see a corrosive situation in which
defendants routinely question whether
Federal prosecutions are politically
motivated; not whether the law was
broken but whether political consider-
ations determined whether the pros-
ecution would be brought. Great dam-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

age has been done to the credibility
and effectiveness of the Justice Depart-
ment.

I have known Eric Holder for years.
If he is President-elect Obama’s selec-
tion to be the next Attorney General,
he will bring the kind of leadership,
temperament, experience, and judg-
ment we need to restore the rule of law
and rebuild the reputation of the De-
partment of Justice so it is worthy of
its name.

In October, before the results of the
current election were known, I wrote
with Senator SPECTER about the kind
of person who should be appointed the
next Attorney General of the United
States. Eric H. Holder, Jr., surely fits
the bill. The next Attorney General has
to understand our moral and legal obli-
gations to protect the fundamental
rights of all Americans. The Attorney
General must ensure that the Depart-
ment of Justice is working to uphold
the Constitution and the rule of law,
not working to circumvent them in
order to promote the President’s polit-
ical agenda.

We need an Attorney General who re-
alizes that no one is above the law. The
Attorney General is not above the law
and no Member of this body, but espe-
cially the President of the United
States, is above the law.

I know Mr. Holder appreciates and
respects the work and commitment of
the thousands of men and women who
work at the Justice Department in
their dedication to enforcing the law
and promoting justice. They know him
from his days at the Public Integrity
Section, from his time as a U.S. Attor-
ney for the District of Columbia, from
his years as the Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral, the second highest ranking offi-
cial in the Department. I think this
choice would be welcomed by career
professionals and prosecutors at the
Department of Justice. He can do a
great deal to restore morale as well as
the rule of law.

His career has been one of “‘firsts’. It
would be fitting for him to become the
first African American nominated and
confirmed to serve as the Attorney
General of the United States.

Shortly after his graduation from Co-
lombia Law School, he joined the De-
partment of Justice as part of the At-
torney General’s honors program. He
was assigned to the newly formed Pub-
lic Integrity Section in 1976. He worked
there for 12 years investigating and
prosecuting corruption. While at the
Public Integrity Section, Mr. Holder
participated in a number of prosecu-
tions and appeals involving such de-
fendants as the State treasurer of Flor-
ida, a former Ambassador to the Do-
minican Republic, a local judge in
Philadelphia, and assistant U.S. attor-
ney in New York City, an FBI agent,
and a capo in an organized crime fam-
ily.

After a dozen years as a prosecutor,
one of the best there was, President
Ronald Reagan nominated him to be an
associate judge on the Superior Court
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of the District of Columbia. When Ron-
ald Reagan nominated him to be a
judge, he was easily confirmed, and he
served in that position for 5 years. He
left the bench—becoming, incidentally
again, the first African American U.S.
attorney for the District of Columbia.
That is the largest U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice in the country. While in that post,
he oversaw prosecution of a powerful
Democratic Congressman.

Four years later he was nominated to
the important post of Deputy Attorney
General. I worked with the then-chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, Senator Orrin Hatch to report
his nomination favorably to the Sen-
ate. I was disturbed that an anonymous
Republican hold delayed consideration
of his nomination for 3 weeks. But
when that hold was lifted and we had a
vote—open, in the daylight—all 100
Senators voted to confirm Eric Holder
to be the Deputy Attorney General of
the United States. He became the first
African American in the history of the
Department to achieve that high posi-
tion and later served briefly as the Act-
ing Attorney General.

But, notwithstanding my friendship
with Mr. Holder, notwithstanding my
friendship with the President-elect,
should he be nominated, Mr. Holder
should be voted for or against on his
merits. His race will be a historic foot-
note, but that is not what should make
the difference.

Whoever is nominated to the position
of the chief law enforcement officer of
this country should be considered on
his or her merits. And what wonderful
merits he has. He has prosecuted high-
level public officials and organized
crime; developed comprehensive pro-
grams to combat domestic violence,
child abuse, violent crime; revitalized
programs to assist crime victims. He
has helped guide the Department’s ef-
forts in the criminal prosecution of
corporations, health care fraud, com-
puter crimes, software piracy, helped
develop a community prosecution
model. He has served in nearly every
level of the Department of Justice he
would lead. That is what makes him
qualified.

We need an Attorney General, as
Robert H. Jackson said 68 years ago
about the Federal prosecutor, ‘‘who
serves the law, not factional purposes,
and who approaches his task with hu-
mility.” That is the kind of prosecutor
Eric Holder always was, and that is the
kind of Attorney General he would be.

This is very personal to me. I con-
sider the 8 years I spent as a prosecutor
in Vermont after returning from law
school one of the best opportunities I
ever had to serve the public.

I came close to serving in that area
in the Federal Government. The then-
Attorney General had invited me in to
talk and to encourage me to come to
the Department of Justice. He had re-
viewed my grades, he had reviewed
where I was in the Georgetown Law
Center, and he talked to me about com-
ing in to the Department. I said to
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him, ‘“Mr. Attorney General, tell me
again how the Department of Justice
works. Are you free of political influ-
ence from the White House?”’ I remem-
ber him saying, and I can see his eyes
today as he looked me straight in the
eye and said, ‘T have told the President
that neither he nor anyone from the
White House can interfere with pros-
ecutions. We will make those deter-
minations here in the Department of
Justice based on the facts and the
law.” I remember even at that time I
thought if I was ever a prosecutor, that
is the kind of prosecutor I would want
to be. And this Attorney General whom
I talked with did exactly that. When a
person who was key to the election of
the President of the United States had
committed a crime, this Attorney Gen-
eral prosecuted that person. This was
particularly significant because that
Attorney General was Robert F. Ken-
nedy. The President of the United
States was his brother, John F. Ken-
nedy. But he said: We will protect the
integrity of the Department of Justice.

I want to see that again. I had that in
my mind when I was a prosecutor. I be-
lieve strongly that we need to enforce
the law with neither fear nor favor
when. There is no question in my mind
that Eric Holder would do that.

I think of the thousands of men and
women who work for the Department
of Justice, some of the finest people
you will ever see anywhere, many I
have known for decades. For most of
them, I have no idea what their polit-
ical allegiances are, whether they are
Republicans or Democrats or Independ-
ents. But I know one thing about every
single one of them: they are the best of
the best. They deserve, as an Attorney
General, the best of the best.

I commend President-elect Obama
for considering Eric Holder for this po-
sition. He is a public servant who has
broad support within the law enforce-
ment community and on both sides of
the aisle. I was pleased to see that the
initial reactions of Senator HATCH,
Senator SESSIONS, and Senator
COBURN—all Republican members of
the Senate Judiciary Committee—and
many others, were to acknowledge his
public service, his integrity, and good
qualities. Mr. Holder should have the
support of Senators from both sides of
the aisle if the President-elect chooses
to nominate him. I can assure you if he
is nominated that the Senate Judiciary
Committee will hold prompt and fair
nomination hearings.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SALAZAR.) The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GREGG. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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TRIBUTE TO SENATORS

JOHN SUNUNU

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, a large
number of very special and extraor-
dinary individuals will be leaving the
Senate at the end of this session, many
friends and many people I have ad-
mired for a number of years and had
the privilege to serve with. I wished to
speak specifically to one, and that is
my colleague from New Hampshire,
JOHN SUNUNU.

JOHN is the youngest Member of the
Senate. He came here as the youngest
Member, and he is still the youngest
Member after 6 years, but he is one of
the most accomplished and capable
people in the Senate, one of the bright-
est, as we all know, and also one of the
people who brings the most common
sense to issues. Time and time again, I
would come to the floor, and this was
throughout his term but especially
during the last few months when he
was in a very challenging election, and
there would be votes being cast that
were very difficult political votes,
votes which, when you cast these
votes, most people knew they were not
going to be understood and, in many
instances, they were going to be mis-
interpreted or subject to misrepresen-
tation but votes which were necessary
to cast in order to preserve especially
the fiscal responsibility of this Govern-
ment. JOHN SUNUNU never backed away
from any of those votes. He always cast
the difficult vote, knowing in many in-
stances that politically it was going to
be characterized in a way which might
hurt him; votes, the basic purpose of
which, in most instances, were to pro-
tect the taxpayer, keep the size of Gov-
ernment under control, and be a force
for a better country and for more indi-
vidual rights. He understands as well
as anyone in this body the basic values
of making Government live within its
means, of having a government which
people can afford but is still compas-
sionate and accomplishes the goals of
delivering adequate services. He has
worked very hard in order to pursue
those goals.

He also brought to the body a unique
sense of humor, New Hampshire humor,
quiet, witty, and comfortable with
himself but also willing to make fun of
himself, and an essential common
sense, which I like to think is char-
acteristic of New Hampshire, and also
an integrity, a commitment to public
service for the purposes of public serv-
ice—the fact that he was here not to
benefit himself in any way but simply
to do what he felt was right in order to
make our Nation better and make New
Hampshire better. He served New
Hampshire for 12 years, both in Con-
gress and in the Senate.

As I mentioned, he is the youngest
Member of the Senate and his service is
hardly completed, I hope. His opportu-
nities are virtually limitless because
his abilities are limitless. He has talent
and capability, intelligence, drive, the
personality to pretty much do what-
ever he wants as he moves forward.
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He also has one other resource which
is very special and that is his wife and
family. Kitty is an exceptional indi-
vidual. Kathy and I have come to enjoy
not only working with JOHN and Kitty
but getting to know them as friends, as
fellow travelers. Kathy has been
through many years being a political
wife, and she has put up with a lot of
ups and downs. She and Kitty naturally
bonded, as they understood the impor-
tance of what we do. Kitty is an indi-
vidual who brings a smile whenever
you see her because she is a person
filled with good will to everyone. Their
children, Grace and Charlie, John
Hayes, great Kkids, very enthusiastic
people, a wonderful family. That fam-
ily is a tremendous support to JOHN,
and he is a tremendous support to
them. That unit, as it moves forward,
will always be successful.

It is obviously with great regret that
I look on JOHN’s leaving the Senate.
His talent will be lost here, and it will
be a loss to the body. He is a special in-
dividual who had a special group of
skills that uniquely worked for the
benefit of New Hampshire and the peo-
ple of New Hampshire. I hope he will
stay engaged.

Kathy and I wish him and Kitty and
their children the best of luck as they
go forward and that the road always
rises to meet them.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the period for
morning business be extended to 3 p.m.,
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, we do
not intend to wait until the new Con-
gress convenes in January to begin
work on health care reform legislation.
The fact is, health care reform was one
of the signature changes promised by
President-elect Barack Obama during
the campaign. This legislation is too
important and too urgent to put off
until tomorrow, to wait until the new
President and the new Congress are
sworn in.

I applaud both Senator BAUcUS, Chair
of the Finance Committee, and Senator
KENNEDY, Chair of the Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee, for plunging right into the am-
bitious and historic task of creating a
comprehensive health care reform bill.
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Last week, Senator BAUCUS came for-
ward with a 98-page white paper setting
broad parameters for prospective legis-
lation. Earlier this week, Senator KEN-
NEDY brought together members of the
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee to kick off the long
process of crafting a bill.

At that meeting, Senator KENNEDY
designated three working groups to
oversee the principal components of
the bill. Senator CLINTON was asked to
chair the health insurance coverage
working group. Senator MIKULSKI will
chair the health system quality work-
ing group. I will chair the prevention
and public health working group.

As I said, the working group I will
chair will focus on the wellness, disease
prevention, and public health compo-
nents of this legislation. Again, this
has been a longstanding focus of mine.
Indeed, in the past, I have already in-
troduced comprehensive wellness legis-
lation. Several elements of that bill,
and others, have been enacted into law.
Prevention and wellness as a compo-
nent are absolutely critical to trans-
forming the way we approach health
care in the United States.

To be honest about it, we don’t have
a health care system in America; we
have a sick care system in America.
Well, think about it. If you get sick,
you get care, either through insurance,
Medicare, Medicaid, community health
centers, charity—one way or the
other—but that is the most expensive
way to do things. That is sort of trying
to patch it up later on. We have spent
untold hundreds of billions of dollars a
year on pills, on surgery, hospitaliza-
tion, disability, but we spend peanuts—
3 percent—less than 3 percent of our
health care money for prevention and
wellness.

Again, there are huge untapped op-
portunities in this area of wellness and
prevention. If we think about where we
are right now, we will see that we
spend a staggering $2 trillion annually
on health care—more than any other
nation in the world and more than
most nations put together. Yet the
World Health Organization ranks U.S.
health care 37th among the nations of
the world—37th. We are 20th of 21 in-
dustrialized nations in the quality of
health care for children. We are No.
20—20 out of 21 industrialized nations—
in terms of the quality of children’s
health care.

If you want evidence of the failure of
our current sick care system, consider
these facts: Tens of millions of Ameri-
cans suffer from preventable diseases,
such as type 2 diabetes, heart disease,
and, of course, some forms of cancer. In
tandem with a childhood obesity epi-
demic now, we have new guidelines
from the American Academy of Pediat-
rics advising that some children as
young as 8 years old should be put on
cholesterol-lowering drugs. That is the
American Academy of Pediatrics. We
have an epidemic of children with
adult-onset diabetes—unheard of until
just recently. Unheard of until just re-
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cently. We are now seeing young Amer-
icans, as young as age 25, getting heart
bypass surgery because of clogged arte-
ries. So again, it is almost as though
we have 1lost our -capacity to be
shocked when we hear these statistics.
How much evidence do we need that
America’s approach to health care or,
as I say, sick care is simply not work-
ing?

The good news is that President-elect
Barack Obama, Senator BAUCUS, Sen-
ator KENNEDY, and other key players
here in the Senate and in the House
kind of get it when it comes to real
health care reform. It is not enough to
just talk about how to extend insur-
ance coverage or how to pay the bills,
as important as those things are. That
is not enough. If all we are going to do
is figure out a better way to pay the
bills, we are sunk. We have to start
keeping people healthier and pre-
venting disease in the first place.

Again, I would lay down this marker
right now. If we pass a health care re-
form bill that greatly extends health
insurance coverage but does nothing to
implement a national prevention and
wellness structure and agenda, then we
will have failed the American people. It
simply makes no sense to legislate
broader access to a health care system
that costs too much, delivers too little,
largely because it neglects wellness
and prevention. We need to craft a bill
that mobilizes our society to prevent
these unnecessary diseases and condi-
tions, including obesity, type 2 diabe-
tes, heart disease, and some forms of
cancer. It is time to recognize obesity
as a disease that needs to be attacked—
not cured but prevented.

A robust emphasis on wellness is
about saving lives and saving trips to
the hospital and saving money. It is
the only way—the only way—we are
going to get a grip on these sky-
rocketing health care costs. As I said,
there are a lot of opportunities here in
terms of cost savings but also in terms
of Thelping people live healthier,
happier, and more productive lives. We
want to be more productive in this
country. Not all of this is going to
come under what we think of as the
health care umbrella. Not all will come
under what I would say we think of as
medicine and doctors and hospitals and
things such as that. A lot of this is
going to be outside of that sort of
health care regimen.

I think of things such as schools. The
Presiding Officer and I serve on the Ag-
riculture Committee in the Senate.
Next year, we are going to be reauthor-
izing the child nutrition bill. This is a
bill that basically sets up the param-
eters for school lunch, school break-
fast, school snacks, the WIC Program,
the Women, Infants and Children Pro-
gram.

It seems to me this ought to be
thought of also as a part of preventive
health care. Our kids in school have to
start eating better, more wholesome
foods, less starches, less fats, less sug-
ars, less sodium. I just mentioned the
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onset of type 2 diabetes and childhood
obesity. We have to get a grip on this.
We can’t continue to do the things
with our school lunch and school
breakfast programs as we have been
doing in the past.

Obviously, another component of
this—it doesn’t fall within our Agri-
culture Committee jurisdiction, I say
to the Presiding Officer, the Senator
from Colorado—we also have to start
making sure that schools that get any
sort of Federal funds have exercise pro-
grams. Schools are being built in
America today without a playground,
without a gym, without any kind of ex-
ercise equipment for kids. It is non-
sense.

I don’t know about the Senator from
Colorado, but I would wager that when
he was in grade school, he had to go
outside and run around for a half an
hour or so a day. In my grade school,
we had 15 minutes in the morning, 15
minutes in the afternoon, and a half
hour after lunch. One hour a day we
were out running around, sometimes in
the snow, and it was pretty cold in the
wintertime. We always had exercise.
We were always doing something. Of
course, we didn’t have Game Boys and
a lot of TV and things such as that at
that time.

My point is that schools—as we at-
tack feeding programs and the vending
machines and what goes into vending
machines in schools—again, when the
Senator from Colorado was in school, I
bet they didn’t have vending machines.
Now we see Pepsi and Coke and candy
bars and all sorts of things in vending
machines. Why should that be so?
School is where you go to learn, to be
healthy, not to get stoked up with junk
food and sugar and starches and so-
dium.

So I digress a little, but that is an-
other component of it that we have to
be thinking about. It may not be in the
health care reform bill as such. I in-
tend to have it in the health care re-
form bill as guidance directions for
other committees that are involved in
other things to be able to start looking
at wellness and prevention compo-
nents.

I would go this far: I think we need a
direction in this health care reform bill
to every committee of Congress that
whatever you are working on, you have
to think about how it impacts preven-
tion and wellness—does it add to that
or does it subtract from that and are
there things we ought to be doing in
this legislation?

Again, I digress a little bit, but take
the recent highway reauthorization
bill. That was 3 or 4 years ago, and now
we are going to reauthorize it again in
2010. I offered an amendment which
didn’t succeed, but I think, over the
passage of the years, the more I have
talked to others about it and we have
conferred about it, I hope it has a good
chance on the next reauthorization
bill. It was simply this: any commu-
nity or region or State that uses Fed-
eral highway monies, the Federal gaso-
line tax monies for road improvements
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and such, if they are building roads,
improving them, or building bridges or
whatever, they have to incorporate in
their planning bike paths and walking
paths along with them. I am not saying
they have to build those; I am just say-
ing that at least they ought to have
them in their plans. Again, thinking
about kids going to school, they ought
to have sidewalks along their streets
going to school so they can walk to
school. Many places don’t have side-
walks and bike paths and walking
paths.

My point is that there are a lot of
things outside of the health care envi-
ronment we normally think of that can
be very helpful for prevention and
wellness—workplaces, workplace well-
ness. There are some companies in this
country doing a great job with this.
They have set up wellness programs,
nutrition guidance programs,
antismoking programs for employees,
and in every case I have ever looked at
where you have the incentives and the
company really goes to work at this,
they find some amazing results. They
find their absenteeism goes down, they
find workers are much more productive
than they had been in the past, and
they find their health care costs going
down. Now, we need to make this avail-
able to every business in this country—
small businesses, people who employ 10
people or more. There has to be some-
thing including a component of preven-
tion in the workplace.

So I mentioned schools, workplaces,
communities. Communities have to be
involved. We need to promote commu-
nity wellness programs.

The Trust for America’s Health ear-
lier this year came out with a study
they had done on community-based
wellness programs and the return on
investment. Most times when you talk
with people about prevention and
wellness, they say: Oh, that is all fine,
but you don’t get a payback for 20 or 30
years. The Trust for America’s Health
did a study State by State and they
showed that in these cases where the
communities had community wellness
programs, that actually, in the first
year—in the first year—there was al-
most a 2-to-1 return. For every dollar
they invested, they got $2 back the
very next year, and it increased every
year after that. So we have to think
about how we promote community-
based wellness programs.

The elderly. I can’t think of how
many times I have been to senior citi-
zens centers, congregate meal sites,
some independent living centers, and
those types of places where we see so
many elderly on drugs. They are on so
many drugs. They can’t keep track of
the 15 pills they have to take every
day. Well, there have been some very
good studies done, on the fact that if
you give the elderly better nutrition,
better exercise, better social ability,
you can get them off some of those
drugs—maybe not all of them, but you
can get them off of half of the drugs or
more that they are taking. So there
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are a lot of things we can do just, as I
say, outside.

Within health care, there are a lot of
things too. Students are going to med-
ical school today, taking all of these
courses on medicine and drugs and
pharmacology year after year; very in-
tensive, very hard studies. I think I
would not be wrong in saying that
most medical school students today, at
most they might have one 3-hour credit
course at the end of their study where
they take something dealing with pre-
vention. It is just not a factor in med-
ical schools. It should be. It should be
a factor in nursing schools. Any health
care professional, any health care pro-
fession should have that component,
including physicians assistants, nurse
practitioners, and anyone involved in
the health professions. So that is an-
other part also.

We need to be thinking about how we
can beef up our public health service in
this country. When I was a young kid
going to public school, we had school
nurses, and they came around and
made sure we had our vaccinations and
things such as that, and that we exer-
cised. We don’t do that anymore. We
have to restructure our public health
service in this country, to think about
how we better utilize the public health
service.

If you go to medical school now,
Medicare is one of the biggest funders
of medical schools now, or if you go
into the military, the military will put
you through medical school and then
you pay it back in 8 to 10 years for
your medical school training. But what
if you wanted to be a public health
service officer, you wanted to go to
medical school and maybe take one of
the courses in public health? Well, that
would apply there too. Why not pay
their way through college, and then
they pay it back for working in the
public health service for a number of
years.

We think about the several hundred
community health centers we have in
this country, doing a great job. Why
aren’t they a part of the Public Health
Service Corps in America, and utilize
them for prevention and wellness,
diagnostics? Quite frankly, people
should not have to pay a copay or a
cost share to get a colonoscopy, or
breast cancer screening or a host of
other things for diagnosis. Annual
physical checkups; there shouldn’t be a
copay or cost share for that. That is
just Kkeeping people from doing it.
When you detect things early and you
can intervene early, that is part of pre-
vention also, earlier diagnostics.

Again, this has to be a big part—I
think the centerpiece—of health care
reform because it is the only way we
are going to actually save money. Well,
you may save money in a bigger pool
and better insurance, that type of
thing, yes, but the big bucks we will
save and will make our people more
productive and healthy is to have pre-
vention and wellness.

Yesterday, I convened a meeting of
the key groups that have been active in
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the wellness and prevention field, in-
cluding the Trust for America’s Health,
the Partnerships for Prevention, the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the
American Diabetes Association, the
American Heart Association, the
American Cancer Society, the YMCA,
the American Medical Association, and
many others. This was yesterday. It
was an excellent session, with a room
full of people who all realize this is the
time for bold thinking and real change.
In addition, I intend to hold additional
hearings in December.

This working group that Senator
KENNEDY asked me to chair will reach
out broadly. We wish to capture the
best ideas, the best practices. Our goal
is nothing 1less than to transform
America into a genuine ‘‘wellness soci-
ety.”

To borrow a phrase, that is change
you can believe in. It is also change
that is long overdue.

To date, wellness and prevention
have been the missing pieces in the na-
tional conversation about health care
reform. It is time to make them the
centerpiece of the conversation—not an
asterisk or a footnote but centerpiece
of our conversation on health care re-
form.

As chair of the Prevention and Public
Health Working Group, I look forward
to working with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to solicit ideas and
input. Promoting wellness and pre-
venting disease is not about party or
ideology; it is about pragmatism and
common sense. It is about what
works—Kkeeping people healthy and
keeping costs down, making people
more productive in their daily lives.

We have a big job ahead of us, but I
am confident the new President and
the new Congress can deliver on health
care reform, and we can do it in the
next calendar year. Yes, we can greatly
expand access to the health care sys-
tem—or as I call it, the ‘‘sick care”
system. At the same time, if that is all
we do, we will have failed. We can and
must transform America’s sick care
system into a true health care system,
one that makes preventing illness and
staying well every bit as important as
curing the illness later on.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. NEL-
SON of Nebraska). Without objection, it
is so ordered.

————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 6867

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that at 3 p.m. today, the
Senate proceed to vote on the motion
to invoke cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed to H.R. 6867; that if cloture is in-
voked on the motion to proceed, then
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all postcloture time be yielded back
and the motion to proceed be agreed to;
that after the bill is reported, it then
be read a third time, and the Senate
proceed to vote on passage of the bill,
without further intervening action or
debate; that if cloture is not invoked
on the motion to proceed, then a mo-
tion to reconsider the failed cloture
vote be considered as entered, and the
Senate then proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. REID. If the Chair will withhold,
I appreciate very much all Senators’
thoughtful consideration of what we
are trying to accomplish. I especially
extend my appreciation to the Repub-
lican leader for his stepping out of im-
portant meetings to take calls from me
and being available to help us work our
way through these difficult times.

We are all trying to accomplish the
same thing. We have an economy that
is in peril, and we want to make sure
we do everything we can within reason
and keeping with our responsibilities
to succeed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. ALEXANDER. No objection.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. This will be the last vote
this week.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour
of 3 p.m. having arrived, morning busi-

ness is now closed.
————
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

EXTENSION ACT OF 2008—MOTION
TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 6867, which the clerk
will now report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 1123, H.R. 6867, an act to pro-
vide for additional emergency unemploy-
ment compensation.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, pursuant to rule
XXII, the Chair lays before the Senate
the pending cloture motion, which the
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 1123, H.R. 6867, the
Unemployment Compensation Extension Act
of 2008.

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Patrick J.
Leahy, Bernard Sanders, Kent Conrad,
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E. Benjamin Nelson, John D. Rocke-
feller, IV, Dianne Feinstein, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Patty Murray, Richard Dur-
bin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Barbara A.
Mikulski, Barbara Boxer, Carl Levin,
Daniel K. Akaka, Mark L. Pryor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to H.R. 6867, an act to provide
for additional emergency unemploy-
ment compensation, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) and
the Senator from Arkansas (Mrs. LIN-
COLN) are necessarily absent.

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Sen-

ator from New Hampshire (Mr.
SUNUNU).
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.

KLOBUCHAR). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 89,
nays 6, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 214 Leg.]

YEAS—89
Akaka Dorgan Mikulski
Alexander Durbin Murkowski
Allard Ensign Murray
Baucus Feingold Nelson (FL)
Bayh Feinstein Nelson (NE)
Bennett Graham Pryor
Bingaman Grassley Reed
Bond Gregg Reid
Brown Harkin Roberts
\g

Brownback Hutchison Isiockefeller

. alazar
Bunning Inouye Sanders
Burr Isakson

Schumer
Byrd Johnson :
Cantwell Kennedy Sessions
Cardin Kerry Shelby
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Kohl Snowe
Clinton Kyl Specter
Cochran Landrieu Stabenow
Coleman Lautenberg Stevens
Collins Leahy Tester
Conrad Levin Thune
Corker Lieberman Vitter
Cornyn Lugar Voinovich
Craig Martinez Warner
Crapo McCain Webb
Dodd McCaskill Whitehouse
Dole McConnell Wicker
Domenici Menendez Wyden
NAYS—6
Barrasso DeMint Hatch
Coburn Enzi Inhofe
NOT VOTING—4

Biden Lincoln
Chambliss Sununu

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 89, the nays are 6.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

Under the previous order, all
postcloture time is yielded back and
the motion to proceed is agreed to.

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President,
next week we will celebrate Thanks-
giving—a holiday to be with family and
to give thanks for the many blessings
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we enjoy. But this year, American fam-
ilies gathering around the Thanks-
giving table are burdened with serious
worries: Are we going to lose our
home? Can we afford to retire when our
savings have been wiped out? Will we
have to choose between sending our
children to college and paying our
medical bills?

One of the greatest hardships mil-
lions of Americans are facing is the
loss of their jobs. The current job mar-
ket is the worst in the past quarter
century. Over 1 million people have
lost their jobs this year—half a million
in September and October alone. Last
week, more workers filed for unem-
ployment benefits than at any time
since the tragedy of September 11, 2001.
Economists predict the unemployment
rate will continue to climb from its
current 14-year high of 6.5 percent to
well over 8 percent in the coming year.

Earlier this year, Congress approved
additional unemployment benefits for
workers. That was an important step,
but families need additional support.
Unemployment benefits have expired
for many workers, and finding a new
job is far more difficult as the reces-
sion deepens. More than 2 million
Americans have been unable to find
work for more than 6 months. If Con-
gress fails to extend benefits again this
year, nearly 1.2 million Americans will
have exhausted their benefits by the
end of the year.

That’s why this legislation is so es-
sential. It provides 7 additional weeks
of unemployment assistance to work-
ers whose benefits have expired, and an
additional 13 weeks for jobless workers
in high-unemployment states. This bill
has already passed the House over-
whelmingly, with strong bipartisan
support. By acting today, we will de-
liver immediate aid to many of the
neediest Americans who are unable to
find work.

Not only does the extension of unem-
ployment benefits provide a lifeline for
struggling families, it also serves as a
needed and immediate stimulus for the
economy—each dollar of unemploy-
ment benefits generates $1.64 in eco-
nomic growth. I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this critical ex-
tension of unemployment assistance.

Providing these additional unem-
ployment benefits, however, is not the
only step we must take to help work-
ing families meet the tough challenges
that lie ahead. Jumpstarting our econ-
omy and restoring American prosperity
will take bolder vision and more deci-
sive action. We need to create good
jobs for the millions of Americans who
want to work. That means investing in
our workers, investing in our infra-
structure, and investing in technology
for the future. It also means repairing
the broken safety nets, so that more
families who are being hurt by this
downturn can get back on their feet.

I wish we could have done more in
this lame-duck, but at least we are
taking an important step. I look for-
ward to working with our new Presi-
dent and the new Congress in January
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to meet these difficult challenges and
to restore the vitality of our economy.

Mr. KYL. Madam President, I sup-
port H.R. 6867, the Unemployment
Compensation Act of 2008. The unem-
ployment level is high, it is increasing,
and it is likely that this condition will
prevail for many months. Thus, the
need for this extension.

According to the Labor Department,
claims for unemployment benefits have
increased dramatically, last week
reaching a 16-year high. The unemploy-
ment rate in October was 6.5 percent;
last year the rate averaged 4.6 percent.
The Federal Reserve also released esti-
mates Wednesday that project the job-
less rate will climb to between 7.1 per-
cent and 7.6 percent next year.

As everyone knows, the economy has
slowed dramatically. Retail and busi-
ness spending has decreased. The next
several months are projected to be a
period of contraction. As long as the
economy continues to struggle, the
people of Arizona and the rest of our
country will face difficult job pros-
pects, given the limited number and
types of jobs available.

This dramatic downturn in the econ-
omy and surge in unemployment con-
vinced me to support this extension of
unemployment coverage. But this step
simply treats a symptom of the bad
economy; it is not a solution. We must
try to take steps to improve the econ-
omy and, thus, create new jobs. As I
have said in the past, I do not believe
an extension or expansion of Federal
unemployment benefits stimulates the
economy. In fact, most economists be-
lieve that continual, temporary exten-
sion of unemployment benefits has lit-
tle effect on the economy, and, in some
circumstances, actually lengthens the
time individuals remain unemployed
because of the incentive to remain on
unemployment insurance.

Accordingly, I support this extension
with a steadfast commitment to work
to pass pro-growth measures that will
actually help the economy recover and
create new jobs. In the long run, people
would rather have a job than have to
take unemployment insurance; and, at
some point, it will have to end.

What can we do immediately to help
Americans get back to work? First, we
must maintain existing tax rates. Dur-
ing an economic downturn, the last
thing Government should do is take
more money out of the economy by in-
creasing taxes. Everyone benefits when
lower tax rates enable businesses and
entrepreneurs to expand and create
more jobs.

When Congress returns to Wash-
ington, its first priority should be to
reassure taxpayers that taxes will re-
main low by maintaining existing in-
come-tax rates, marriage penalty re-
lief, current rates on capital gains and
dividend income, and relief from the
death tax. Under existing law, the tax
relief enacted in 2001 and 2003 will ex-
pire after 2010. Extending current tax
rates now would give individuals and
small businesses the certainty they
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need to plan their family budgets and
permit small businesses to make crit-
ical long-term investments in our Na-
tion’s economy that will increase job
growth now and in the future.

Unless the tax relief is extended, 43
million working families with children
will face a $2,300 tax increase. Small
businesses will see their taxes increase
by an average of $4,100. The death tax
will rebound from zero in 2010 to a
whopping 55 percent. The tax on cap-
ital gains will increase 33 percent, and
the dividend tax rate will increase an
astounding 164 percent, affecting 18
million senior citizens who will see
their taxes rise by an average of $2,200.
We shouldn’t be asking Americans to
pay out more of their hard-earned
money at a time when they need it
most; but if Congress doesn’t act, we
will be asking exactly that.

The current economic downturn has
also affected the Nation’s investors, es-
pecially seniors who rely on their in-
vestments for their income. We need to
continue to encourage responsible sav-
ings and investment, and one of the
things we should do to ensure savings
is to allow unlimited contributions to
retirement accounts such as 401(k)s
and IRAs. We should also raise the age
at which holders of tax-deferred retire-
ment savings accounts must begin
making minimum required annual
withdrawals. I believe that Congress
will likely suspend the mandatory
withdrawal rules for one year. While
that is a positive step, a more perma-
nent measure would provide certainty
to seniors.

The United States also needs to im-
prove its competitiveness. We need to
encourage trade between our country
and others, and we need to enact, as
soon as possible, the Colombia, Pan-
ama, and South Korea free trade agree-
ments. We also need to stop taxing
overseas corporate income and de-
crease our corporate tax rate—let’s not
provide additional reasons for valuable
companies here in the U.S. to move all
their operations overseas.

The United States has the second
highest corporate tax rate in the world.
We can make the United States more
attractive to foreign investment by re-
ducing our own corporate tax rate, per-
haps from its current rate of 35 percent
to 25 percent.

I will vote for the unemployment ex-
tension today. But I am also calling on
the President-elect and Congress to
quickly pass measures that will actu-
ally help the economy to maintain and
create jobs. I look forward to working
with my colleagues toward such an end
in the coming weeks.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, pass-
ing an unemployment insurance exten-
sion today is urgent. More than a mil-
lion people have lost their jobs this
year alone, and there are 10.1 million
unemployed individuals. We must en-
sure that these individuals who have
lost jobs and are looking for work, dur-
ing a time when industries are cutting
jobs and the price of food and other ne-
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cessities is rising, are not also strug-
gling to put food on their table, pay
their utility bills, and provide shelter
for their families.

During economic downturns in the
past, we have always provided longer
periods of unemployment benefits. The
bill that I hope we pass today will pro-
vide a much needed unemployment in-
surance extension. This extension
would ensure that out of work Ameri-
cans in high unemployment States like
Michigan will receive an additional 20
weeks of insurance, for a total of up to
59 weeks.

In October, Michigan’s unemploy-
ment rate increased from 8.7 percent to
9.3 percent, the highest unemployment
rate since July 1992. The Nation’s un-
employment rate also increased to 6.5
percent. These are very hard economic
times. Unemployment rates are rising
dramatically, and since January 2001
we have lost 3.7 million manufacturing
jobs nationally and more than 250,000
manufacturing jobs in Michigan. There
are currently 429,000 unemployed peo-
ple in Michigan. Between August 2007
and July 2008, the long-term unem-
ployed—those who have been unem-
ployed and looking for a job for 27
weeks or more—comprise about 27 per-
cent of the total unemployed in Michi-
gan. This is approximately, 100,000 un-
employed persons.

The numbers of unemployed are ris-

ing all over the country. We must do
something now to protect American
workers and their families.
e Mrs. LINCOLN. Madam President, I
regret that I will be unable to be
present for today’s vote on the Unem-
ployment Compensation Extension
Act, H.R. 6867, due to a hunger aware-
ness event previously scheduled in Ar-
kansas. If I were present for the vote, I
would vote to support this important
piece of legislation as I did in June
when the Senate passed a 13-week un-
employment insurance extension as
part of the Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act of 2008, Public Law 110-252.e

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is on
third reading and passage of the bill.

The bill (H.R. 6867) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

ADVANCING AMERICA’S PRIOR-
ITIES ACT—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED—Resumed
Mr. REID. Madam President, I now

move to proceed to Calendar No. 894, S.

3297.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is now pending.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that we now pro-
ceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The Senator from Oregon is recog-
nized.

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS

GORDON SMITH
Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, at
this moment, exactly 13 years ago, I
was locked in the toughest political
battle of my life against GORDON H.
SMITH. I went on to narrowly win that
race and continue to hold that Senate
seat today. But GORDON SMITH dusted
himself off only a few months later and
took on yet another very tough battle,
and that time he won the Senate seat
that had been held for 30 years by our
remarkable Senator Mark Hatfield.

At that point, Oregonians did not
know what to make of their Senate
delegation. They had two Senators,
myself and Senator SMITH, who were
replacing Bob Packwood and Mark
Hatfield. Those two individuals were
the chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee and the chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee. And, of
course, the old story was that Bob
Packwood got to raise all of the money
because he was chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, and Mark Hatfield
got to spend it all because he was
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Of course, I was very much concerned
about what was ahead Dbecause I
thought it was very possibly going to
be a long and uncomfortable 6 years
serving with the fellow with whom I
had just duked it out over many
months of a political campaign that, as
the two of us like to say, was not ex-
actly for the faint hearted.

One of the great surprises of my ca-
reer came, however, when I discovered
that my new colleague, GORDON SMITH,
was as thoughtful and kind and decent
outside the political arena as he was
tough and competitive inside the polit-
ical arena. It was that charm and that
decency and his desire to meet me half-
way on Oregon’s interests that got me
closer to GORDON over the years and led
to an unusually strong working rela-
tionship and what became a strong and
genuine friendship.

GORDON lost a very tough reelection
race a few weeks ago in a State that
has changed rapidly from what was a
very small Democratic voter edge,
back when we ran against each other in
1996, to what has become a significant
Democratic voter edge in 2008. GORDON
and his skillful campaign team battled
hard and tough as they always have.
They did everything they could to
withstand a formidable political tide
and a very strong Democratic chal-
lenger, a challenger whom I support.
So it is with mixed and conflicting
emotions that I come today to pay
tribute to my colleague and my friend
of 12 years, GORDON H. SMITH.

GORDON and I have had plenty of po-
litical differences, enough differences,
differences that we knew would be the
case, that made us say from our very
first meeting, when GORDON won that
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race to replace Mark Hatfield, that we
would be supporting each other’s oppo-
nents in years ahead.

Political campaigns are important,
and each of us was called upon to sepa-
rate our friendship from our beliefs
every 2 years. Yet I will say this after-
noon that I have come to genuinely
loathe much of what has become of the
political process in our country. The
relentless and omnipresent negative
ads obscure and distort to the point
that it can be difficult for the typical
citizen to maintain anything resem-
bling a healthy perspective on fun-
damentally good and decent individ-
uals who seek public office.

Thankfully, the negative ads are now
off the air, and I want to make sure Or-
egonians once again remember the
GORDON SMITH I have known for 12
years. GORDON has been a good and de-
cent and selfless public servant.

The fact is, GORDON SMITH did not
need to serve another term in the Sen-
ate. He and his wife Sharon have built
a strong and prosperous business, and
they could have done countless things
with their time that would have been
more glamorous and certainly pro-
duced less strain and wear and tear on
their personal lives. But GORDON ran
because of his belief in the role that he
believed he could play in shaping our
country’s future. That, in my view, is
the essence of being a good public serv-
ant. No one in this body or in the State
of Oregon ought to lose sight of the ex-
traordinary sacrifices that GORDON and
his wife Sharon have made over the
course of almost two decades of public
service.

Among GORDON’s many personal tri-
umphs in the Senate, I would like to
highlight two that are especially im-
portant to our State, to our country,
and to me personally. I wanted to re-
mind my colleagues and the people of
our country of the very difficult deci-
sions made by GORDON and Sharon to
share with the public and the Congress
their heartrending struggle on behalf
of their son, Garrett. They did this
selflessly to further the cause of men-
tal health treatment, and particularly
the cause of mental health parity.

If not for GORDON’s courage in shar-
ing their family’s story, I believe Con-
gress might not have acted on mental
health parity this past fall, and thou-
sands of parents might never know
that they are not alone in their dif-
ficult struggle.

There were other critical tasks that
GORDON shouldered and one that I was
especially appreciative for his leader-
ship on, and that was being the voice
for rural folks, for people whose way of
life and quality of life is connected to
natural resources that are bountiful in
our State.

GORDON spoke for the farmer, and he
spoke for the rancher. He spoke for the
logger, for the mill worker, and the
miner. He spoke for the rural commu-
nities they live in, communities that
struggle to retain a voice in increas-
ingly urban America.
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It was written fairly frequently in
Oregon’s papers, and was in the New
York Times at one point, that there
was something in the State of Oregon
that people came to say was the Sen-
ate’s odd couple. In fact, I think the
headline in the New York Times when
they talked about us was wildly infla-
tionary, and GORDON and I came to
laugh about it. I think the headline
was, ‘“‘Oregon’s Odd Couple Makes It
Work.” It was essentially all about
how there were two Senators from Or-
egon; one of them was a Mormon fel-
low. He was a Republican. He was from
somewhere called Pendleton. GORDON
and I were never convinced that folks
in the New York Times knew exactly
where Pendleton was, but that is how
GORDON was described.

Then they said, the other Senator
was a Jewish guy, and he was from
Portland and he was a legal aide law-
yer for the senior citizens, and he was
an activist with the Gray Panthers.
What in the world would these two peo-
ple ever have in common?

Well, I want people to know that
gentle spirit, that Mormon from wheat
and pea country taught this Jewish fel-
low from the city an awful lot about
the too often forgotten voices, particu-
larly those in our rural communities.

In his absence, I will do everything I
can to remind colleagues, particularly
Democratic colleagues on my side of
the aisle, of the challenges faced in
rural communities, of the people and
the issues that GORDON H. SMITH cham-
pioned every single day in the Senate.
I wish GORDON and Sharon well in
whatever their future endeavors are. I
have already made it clear they will al-
ways have my friendship and assist-
ance in any project they pursue in the
days ahead. But most importantly, I
come to the floor and thank GORDON
for his personal friendship to me and
his service to our State. I ask my col-
leagues here and the people of our
home State to voice their thanks today
to two very special people, Sharon and
GORDON H. SMITH.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I
have listened to the eloquent com-
ments of the Senator from Oregon, Mr.
WYDEN. I had planned to insert a state-
ment in the RECORD complementing
Senator GORDON SMITH on his tenure,
but I would like to add my voice of
laudatory comments at the conclusion
of the statement of Senator WYDEN. I
agree with him that Senator GORDON
SMITH has made an enormous contribu-
tion to the Senate in his two terms,
and he will be sorely missed. He is a
member of a small band of moderates
on this side of the aisle. I suggest that
GORDON SMITH’s brand of Repub-
licanism is very much in need in this
body. Very frequently, Members on the
Democratic side of the aisle seek co-
sponsors. I have been told on a number
of occasions that the ‘pickins are
slim.”” GORDON’s absence will make it
more difficult.
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GORDON SMITH has been outspoken on
many of the very important causes
which require bipartisanship. He was
one of the few on this side of the aisle
to sponsor legislation to fight hate
crimes, for example. At the outset, sup-
port for Federal funding for embryonic
stem cell research was limited. GORDON
SMITH was at the forefront of that ef-
fort, as I was. GORDON SMITH made a
very eloquent speech from his chair a
few rows behind me on the Iraq war. He
was moved one day to come over and
spoke from the heart, something which
happens relatively infrequently in this
Chamber. Sometimes people in this
Chamber speak from the head. Even
that has its limited aspects, if we take
a close look at the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. But GORDON SMITH was a big
plus here.

I would like to associate myself with
the remarks of Senator WYDEN. I know
GORDON is a young, vigorous man. He
has a bright future ahead of him. I
think he will live to fight another day
on the political wars. Some of us have
had an election loss or two. It is a
learning experience, not one I rec-
ommend, but there are ways to move
forward. That can be a lesson which
could stand anyone in good stead. I am
sure Senator GORDON SMITH has a great
future ahead of him.

JOHN SUNUNU

Madam President, I also wish to pay
tribute to my friend Senator JOHN
SUNUNU for his service to the country
and his contributions to the U.S. Sen-
ate. Senator SUNUNU’s departure from
the Senate will be a great loss to this
body, as well as to the state of New
Hampshire.

I have known Senator SUNUNU since
he joined the Senate in 2002. I have al-
ways found him to be an intelligent,
engaged, and capable legislator who
cares deeply for the well-being of his
constituents and doing what is right
for the Nation, regardless of the polit-
ical cost.

Senator SUNUNU followed his father
and mother into public service, when
he ran for public office in 1996 and won
the election in New Hampshire’s First
Congressional District. JOHN served
three terms in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives where he quickly estab-
lished a reputation as an innovative
legislator. JOHN effectively applied his
extensive background in science, engi-
neering, and small business during his
six years in the House of Representa-
tives where he rose to become vice-
chairman of the Budget Committee and
took a leading role in shaping our Na-
tion’s annual budget priorities.

In 2002, JOHN joined the Senate after
defeating both an incumbent Senator
and an incumbent Governor to become
the youngest Member of the United
States Senate. I have admired JOHN’s
work on his committees: the Finance
Committee, the Commerce Committee,
and the Homeland Security and Gov-
ernment Affairs Committee. On these
committees, SUNUNU played a major
role on the lobbying reform legislation,
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and he got the Bush Administration to
make some crucial changes in the Pa-
triot Act before he voted to reauthorize
it.

SUNUNU has also gained a reputation
as a well respected fiscal conservative.

On a personal note, Senator SUNUNU
has been a very good friend to me.
When I underwent chemotherapy for
Hodgkin’s disease and lost my hair,
Senator SUNUNU showed up one day on
the Senate floor with a shaved head. He
said that he had shaved his head in a
sign of solidarity for what I was going
through.

I wish JOHN, his wife Kitty, and his
three lovely children the best of luck
as they move forward. I have no doubt
that Senator SUNUNU has a bright fu-
ture and will continue to make impor-
tant contributions to New Hampshire
and the entire Nation.

ELIZABETH DOLE

Senator ELIZABETH DOLE is a col-
league leaving the U.S. Senate not in
defeat but in the wake of a career dedi-
cated to public service and an unwaver-
ing commitment to her country. She
has had an illustrious career as a two-
time cabinet member, President of Red
Cross, and U.S. Senator. ELIZABETH is a
model for all young women considering
a career in government, for in times
when the ceiling had but few cracks
she bore through the naysayers and
showed a woman belongs in the Na-
tion’s highest positions.

After graduating from Harvard Law
as one of just 29 woman in a class of
550, “‘Liddy”’ went to work in the White
House Office of Consumer Affairs where
she worked under both President John-
son and Nixon. Pledging her allegiance
to her job and duty to the country,
Senator DOLE opted to switch parties
in order to continue her stay in the
White House. After a stint on the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, President
Reagan appointed ELIZABETH Secretary
of Transportation in 1983. She served
valiantly in that position for 4% years,
proving her skill at managing a Fed-
eral Department, and became the Sec-
retary of Labor under President George
H.W. Bush. With this position, ELIZA-
BETH became the first woman to hold
two different cabinet positions under
two different administrations.

In 1991 ELIZABETH accepted a dif-
ferent challenge becoming the Presi-
dent of the American Red Cross, dedi-
cating her time to building an institu-
tion whose impassioned mission is to
aid our Nation’s citizens who are in
need of emergency assistance. During
her tenure with the Red Cross, ELIZA-
BETH took a brief hiatus to stand by
her husband, Senator Bob Dole, as he
represented our party as the nominee
for President in 1996. After a hard-
fought race ELIZABETH began looking
into the idea of running for our Na-
tion’s highest office on her own right.
This came to fruition in 1999 as she
again led the way for women and be-
came the first official female candidate
for President. She exhibited toughness
and political tact in a race that history
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had not been very welcoming to
women.

In 2001 ELIZABETH’S path to the U.S.
Senate took her through her birth
home of Salisbury, NC. Using her full
career serving our Nation as a founda-
tion, ELIZABETH won her seat to the
U.S. Senate and immediately made her
presence known. Spending her time on
the Armed Services, Banking, Small
Business and Aging committees, ELIZA-
BETH worked for North Carolinians
with the same passion and dedication
she possessed throughout her career.
Her achievements were many, but to
name a few she successfully opposed
potential closings of U.S. military
bases, protected delicate wetlands and
woodlands in northeastern North Caro-
lina from ruination from an ill-advised
Navy landing strip proposal, and also
served as the chairwoman of the Na-
tional Republican Senatorial Com-
mittee for the 2004 election cycle.

I wish to thank ELIZABETH for her
service, friendship, and for being there
for my dear friend Bob throughout the
years. Senator DOLE, your contribu-
tions to this chamber and our Nation
will forever be remembered.

I yield the floor.

TED STEVENS

Madam President, the departure of
the senior Senator from Alaska will
surely deprive the Senate of an exem-
plary leader who has made a profound
effect on this body. Being the longest
serving Republican in Senate history,
Senator STEVENS has made countless
contributions to this body. His achieve-
ments include serving as the chairman
of the Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee, former chairman of the full
Appropriations Committee, and Presi-
dent Pro Tempore.

TED’s temper is generally misunder-
stood except by those who know him
best. He doesn’t lose it, but he does use
it—and effectively. However, it is true
that on occasion he makes Vesuvius
look mild. I recollect one all-night ses-
sion during Senator Howard Baker’s
tenure as majority leader when TED ex-
pressed himself in an unusually em-
phatic way. As I recall it, the debate
arose over Senator Proxmire’s com-
ments about submitting vouchers for
travel expense in Wisconsin on his con-
tention that Washington, DC, was his
home base. That prompted a reaction
from TED, who was aghast at the
thought of Washington, DC, being any
Senator’s home when he had the majes-
tic Alaska to claim as his home.

Senator STEVENS’ service during
WWII in the U.S. Army Air Corps has
given him a special understanding of
defense matters. He is a distinguished
veteran of the U.S. Army Air Corps,
having flown support missions for the
Flying Tigers of the 14th Air Force
during World War II, for which he was
awarded numerous medals, including
the Distinguished Flying Cross. Upon
his arrival in the U.S. Senate in 1968 it
became evident TED would become a
leader on military and defense issues.
His hard work as the chairman of the
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Defense Appropriations Subcommittee
earned him high praise from President
Bush for his management of $87 billion
supplemental appropriations bill in
2003.

Recently, Senator STEVENS has found
himself in the midst of the debate on
energy policy and finding innovative
approaches to our dependency on oil.
He labored intensely over these mat-
ters which he believed so strongly to be
best not only for the country in par-
ticular but especially for Alaska. TED’s
work ethic and tenacity always made
this Chamber a better place. His pas-
sion for serving his State and country
will forever be remembered. Thank
you, TED, for everything you have done
for the United States and Alaska.

——————

AUTO INDUSTRY BAILOUT

Mr. SPECTER. Madam President,
earlier today, Senators LEVIN, BOND,
VOINOVICH, STABENOW, BROWN, and I an-
nounced a legislative proposal to deal
with the crisis being faced by the auto-
mobile manufacturers. For a pro-
tracted period of time, Congress has
wrestled with this issue. There have
been many conflicting points of view as
to what ought to be done. There has
been little public sympathy for the
plight of the auto manufacturers be-
cause they have been on notice for a
long while of the need to reorganize
and to approach the manufacture of
automobiles differently in order to
compete with foreign cars. There have
been repeated efforts in the Congress to
impose mileage standards. Finally,
that was done last year. Now, with the
severe economic problems facing the
country, the automobile manufacturers
find themselves in dire straits. The
chief executive officers of General Mo-
tors, Chrysler, and Ford have been on
Capitol Hill with very gloomy pre-
dictions as to the future of their com-
panies if they do not get economic aid.

It is a difficult matter to provide eco-
nomic aid to all those who are in need.
It is true the Federal Government has
provided economic assistance to Bear
Sterns and AIG, turned them down
with Lehman Brothers. We are well
aware of the fact that there could be
very serious repercussions for the econ-
omy as a whole if the auto manufactur-
ers fail. There has been considerable
talk that they could go into a reorga-
nization and bankruptcy and could
emerge. That may well be true. But
that could be risky as to what would
happen.

The Congress authorized some $700
billion to assist on an economic recov-
ery. That legislation has not been
warmly received by the American peo-
ple. During the month of October, I
traveled broadly in Pennsylvania and
found very strong public sentiment in
opposition. The Congress acted in the
face of having our backs to the wall or
a gun at our heads or any other meta-
phor of a critical nature that one
would choose.

On September 29, the House of Rep-
resentatives failed to pass an economic
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recovery program. Senators were noti-
fied to be in the Chamber at 7:30 on
Wednesday evening to vote. Regret-
tably, that legislative process did not
follow regular order. It started off with
a bill with papers from the Treasury
Department. It wasn’t a bill. It was a 4-
page memorandum, later expanded to
more than 100 pages, ultimately to
more than 400 pages. But when regular
order is not followed, the consequence
is likely to be not so good. Regular
order requires a bill that one can read
and study. It requires hearings before a
committee where people are pro-
ponents and opponents. There is exam-
ination and cross-examination to get
at the facts. Then the committee—in
this case, the Banking Committee—
would sit down and have what is called
a markup to go through the bill line by
line.

I explain this in some detail so there
might be some understanding, if any-
body is listening on C-SPAN this after-
noon. Certainly, the Chamber is cus-
tomarily barren, as is frequently the
case. Senators are busy with other
matters. Then after the markup, the
committee files a report. Then it
comes to the floor. There is debate, dis-
cussion, amendments. Then the Senate
works its will. On the House side across
the Rotunda, down the hall, the House
of Representatives goes through a simi-
lar process. Then representatives of the
two bodies meet for a conference. Then
that is presented to the President. So
there is a great deal of refining.

That didn’t happen with the $700 bil-
lion economic aid proposal. It turned
out there was a lot of pork in the final
draft that no one had a chance to
strike, to offer amendments. It was em-
barrassing to have to defend that kind
of a bill as I traveled my State in Octo-
ber to explain it. So there is great
skepticism, fairly stated, among the
American people as to the wisdom of
the Congress in putting up $700 billion.

Now, with the automakers coming in
asking for economic aid, the question
arises, who next? Last Friday, I wrote
to our leaders urging that we not rush
to judgment. I made a similar request,
made an extensive floor statement ear-
lier this week on Monday. That letter
and others are in the RECORD, and I
will not encumber the RECORD further
because they are available for anyone
who cares to look at them.

Secretary of the Treasury Paulson
has been unwilling to use the $700 bil-
lion to assist the automakers. He may
be right about that or he may be wrong
about that. But that is the position the
Treasury Department has taken, say-
ing that money is for the economy gen-
erally.

Then the idea has been proposed—and
has been embodied in what Senators
LEVIN, STABENOW, VOINOVICH, BOND,
BROWN, and I announced earlier
today—to use funds up to $25 billion
from the 2007 appropriations which had
been designated to meet the mileage
requirements but not a blank check.
Before any of those funds could be uti-
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lized at the direction of the Secretary
of Commerce, there would have to be a
plan. There would have to be a factual
statement as to what the condition of
the automobile manufacturers is, what
would be done with the additional
funds, what would be undertaken to
guarantee that the moneys would not
be used for increased executive pay or
corporate jets or golden parachutes.
There would have to be some hard, con-
crete facts laid out.

Last Friday, as I put in the RECORD
this week, I wrote a letter to the chief
executive officers of the three compa-
nies. I got no response from General
Motors. I got no response from Ford.
Frankly, I'm a little surprised that
when an inquiry is made in that con-
text, there is not an effort to respond,
not to reach out but to respond. But
executives from Chrysler came to see
me, and I raised the questions as to
what their condition was, how much
cash they had on hand, how much cash
they needed, what they would do with
an infusion of economic aid, and what
were the prospects for a recovery.

That matter has now been put over
by the leaders until December 8. So we
now have 2 weeks, next week and the
week after. Presumably, on the week of
December 1, there will be hearings. The
automobile manufacturers are going to
have a fairly heavy burden of dem-
onstrating that there is a plan which
will be viable, which would have a real-
istic likelihood of success.

I understand the concern of the envi-
ronmentalists. My record for environ-
mental protection is very strong. But
those in the environmental community
have raised the concern that the $25
billion ought not to be directed away
from changes on gas mileage. We are
talking about a bridge loan. The con-
cern is, if action is not taken now be-
fore a new administration, that there
could be a disastrous result. As Sen-
ator VOINOVICH pointed out, the reces-
sion or economic problems could be
even more serious. The expression he
used, which I think is not inappro-
priate, it could go over the cliff. No-
body knows. But that is a risk, if we
are going to wait until January 20. It
may even be a risk in waiting until
mid-December, but that is the course
which we are on now. Of course, Sec-
retary Paulson has the discretion, as
he has conceded, to act with the funds
which are now available. But in any
event, I believe the legislation which
was announced today by the six Sen-
ators,—three Democrats, three Repub-
licans, on a bipartisan basis—is a use-
ful approach for the future. This is
very important. This is not an extra
appropriation. We are not putting up
more money. It is a different use of
moneys already put up. The environ-
mental issues could be safeguarded
after January 20. With the Democrats
in control of both Houses and the
White House, they could write their
own ticket to replenish that fund, if
they choose to do so. But at least we
are on a course now in the reasonably
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near future to provide a legislative ap-
proach if—and it is a big ‘‘if’’—the auto
manufacturers can come forward with
a hard statement of facts as to where
they are, a hard statement of facts of
what they could do with these funds to
show their viability.

So we will await those hearings, and
we will await what they do. But I
would emphasize they will have to per-
suade the Congress to vote for the plan.
But in order to persuade the Congress,
they are going to have to persuade the
American people over the course of the
next 2 weeks with something a lot
more specific than they came to town
with over the course of the past several
days and a lot more responsive than
two of the companies not even respond-
ing to my request for a statement as to
their case, as to how they propose to
remain viable with the economic aid.

I thank the Chair, and, in the ab-
sence of any other Senator on the

floor, I suggest the absence of a
quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia is recognized.

——

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS

GORDON SMITH

Mr. WARNER. Madam President,
today may mark the last day of this
session, although I shall not try to
make that prediction. However, 1
would not want this day to pass with-
out availing myself of the opportunity
and the privilege to come to this floor
and say a few words on behalf of the
very dear and valued friends whom I
have served with in this Chamber as
they depart and go on the road of life
to, I expect, in each case great chal-
lenges.

GORDON SMITH and I have become
friends for ever so many reasons. One,
we both love the outdoors. He and his
devoted wife Sharon and my wife, we
have all been close friends through
these years. As I look back, I will al-
ways remember GORDON. I remember
when I was chairman of the Armed
Services Committee and entrusted with
the extraordinary responsibilities—
along with other committee members,
as well as, indeed, every Member of
this Chamber—entrusted with those de-
cisions relating to this Nation’s Armed
Forces who were fighting so valiantly
then, today, and for the foreseeable fu-
ture—I hope the short future—in Iraq.

GORDON and I had many very quiet
and private conversations about his
deep concerns and convictions. His con-
victions emanated from the depths of
his heart. Politics played no role in his
approach to the conflict in Iraq. He was
gravely concerned about the loss of life
and limb, the image of this Nation,
and, indeed, the families of the loved
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ones who are fighting in that conflict.
So I say: GORDON, we had our dif-
ferences, but I respected your stance. I
can see him standing back there as
erect as he always was, standing and
voting against me and voting against
others, but again, drawing on his own
deeply held personal convictions. Time
will tell and history will tell if I was
right or if I was wrong, but I found his
counsel, his willingness to listen, his
willingness to share with me his most
inner thoughts about that conflict a
very valuable asset as I and others in
leadership positions carried the heavy
burden of that conflict. So I am grate-
ful to him. He is a very sensitive man,
and he showed that sensitivity every so
often as he plunged into the complex
issues with regard to health care, the
almost insoluble problems—problems
that he recognized have to be solved,
particularly so that people of lesser
means can achieve a measure of health
care equivalent to those who have the
means can receive for themselves. It is
a hallmark of how this man proudly
walked his way through life, with a
loving wife by his side and the family
whom he loves so dearly, and always
thinking about those who perhaps have
not had the opportunities that he and I
and others have had, particularly as it
relates to health care.

He also loves the outdoors. A great
golfer, we played together from time to
time. His skill is far superior to mine
in every way. He is a lover of art. We
shared our interest in paintings, par-
ticularly paintings that had come from
Scotland. To have had the friendship of
GORDON SMITH is to have shared the life
of a wonderful human being, and I
thank GORDON for all that he has done
for me and for this great Nation, and
for his beloved State. I wish him well
in his next venture, and I look forward
to meeting him along the way.

ELIZABETH DOLE

I have known her for quite a few
years. We had a wonderful evening last
night where the leadership of the Re-
publican Party—indeed, almost all of
the Members of the Republican cau-
cus—came to say not farewell, but to
listen to the words of those of us who
are moving on and will not be a part of
the next Congress. ELIZABETH got up,
and she is such a very forceful speaker.
She truly speaks from the heart. She
has a remarkable memory. She re-
called how when both of us were bach-
elor and spinster, we danced together.
My lovely wife, who is a dear friend of
hers, kind of looked at me and I winked
and said, She was the best. It is just
one of her marvelous traits. Talk about
glass ceilings: She shattered her share.
She has taken on many challenges in
the private and public sector, some of
which only men have ever had, and per-
formed her duties with great distinc-
tion, and always with a quiet sense of
what we call southern humility. She is
very proud of her roots and her family.
How often she has referred to her
mother.

She is a Phi Beta Kappa from Duke
University and went on to Harvard for
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a master’s degree and a law degree.
Secretary of Transportation, Secretary
of Labor. Few women have had that
much stamina, conviction, self-con-
fidence to achieve those goals; and
then, of course, to have become a U.S.
Senator. That was a special challenge
because she was fortunate to have as a
husband Robert Dole, the Republican
leader of the U.S. Senate, if I can say
with a deep sense of humility, one of
the best friends I ever had in this insti-
tution.

I remember talking to him one time,
of course, concerning the events of that
particular period, and I said he ought
to think about running for leader of
the Senate. Oh, no, no. No, I don’t
think they will ever elect me. Well,
this conversation went on for some pe-
riod of weeks, months, it may have
been, I don’t recall. Finally, I said: I
have so much faith that you can win
that election that I would be happy to
appoint myself as one of your man-
agers of the campaign to get it. So I
took that, along with several other
very fine colleagues, both of whom
moved on years ago from this Chamber.
And he won. He was amazed that he
had won. I wasn’t. I always recognized
the leadership in him. He did a wonder-
ful job as our Republican leader. His
portrait proudly hangs right here in
the corridor off of our Chamber. I never
walk by that I don’t just quietly give
him a hand salute, because I was a part
of the World War II generation, but a
very small part, serving only in the
final year of the war and always in a
training command, ready as a 17-, 18-
year-old kid to become a replacement
for those serving abroad. Bob Dole was
truly one of those who earned the acco-
lade of the ‘‘greatest generation.” He
fought in Europe. He was a young lieu-
tenant and in leading his men in the
toughest of battles in Italy, he received
what for others I think would have
been mortal and fatal wounds.

Because he had such an internal
strength and constitution, he survived
those wounds and came on to have a
distinguished career. As I look back on
his Senate days—and they pass so
quickly, as did my 30 years—I remem-
ber taking trips with him. We went to
Russia together, which was the Soviet
Union at that time. He was a staunch
believer that one day Russia would be-
come just Russia once again and those
people would have some measure of a
voice in their Government. That did
come to pass, and that was an extraor-
dinary trip.

What I best remember is the time of
the D-day anniversary. He was asked to
speak in Italy, where he had fought.
And then, together, we traveled to the
Normandy beaches to join the Presi-
dent and others. In the course of that
trip, we went back to the very ground
on which he was wounded. He walked
over to the stone wall that is still
there—he remembers it ever so well—
where he dragged his badly wounded
body to give him a measure of protec-
tion until help could come, after which
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he began that very long, arduous, chal-
lenging period of his life. It took years
to rebuild that body, but the mind was
always there fully intact. But he would
once again have an important role
serving America as a public servant in
the Senate.

I don’t know of a husband and wife
team who any admire with a greater
level of affection than we do Bob and
ELIZABETH Dole. So I wish them both
very well. She was on our Armed Serv-
ices Committee. She was a strong advo-
cate for the men and women in the
Armed Forces. She had a place in her
heart for all who served at Fort Bragg
and the Marines’ Camp Lejeune, and
Pope Air Force Base. But that is fur-
ther evidence of the deep affection she
has for her husband Bob.

JOHN SUNUNU

Lastly, I turn to JOHN SUNUNU. I con-
fess not to have known him very well.
I had met him when he came from the
House of Representatives to the Sen-
ate. I suppose all of us who have been
here for a period of time, having been
given that marvelous accolade of an
old bull, presume we can judge others
quickly. I saw in JOHN SUNUNU a man
who would take charge from the day he
came, and that he did. From the very
moment he walked on the floor of the
Senate, he was possessed of his own
self-confidence, his own driving, almost
a fierce desire to be a leader—a leader
in the sense of advocating as a true
fighter, advocating for those issues in
which he had a belief in the principles
that were dear to his heart.

The field of economics is quite a
challenge, and with little provocation
he would give you a tutorial on the
most complex issues as they relate to
economics. Indeed, in the weeks before
the election, as this body was coming
to a close and we voted on such meas-
ures as the rescue package and so
forth, he frequently stood. When he
spoke, our caucus and those around
him listened very carefully. I mention
this because he exhibited real academic
strength at both MIT and Harvard. He
did a lot of interesting things in his
short life before he came to the Senate,
not the least of which was being in the
House of Representatives.

JOHN also had a special niche for his
interest in education. He wanted to
make sure people less fortunate than
we would have an opportunity to get an
education and that those in the system
and struggling are given any help pos-
sible to succeed in their own goals of
educating themselves. He also held—
very unusual—a special regard for the
families of law enforcement officers,
men or women in uniform, and particu-
larly those families who lost a spouse
or loved one in the line of duty.

He is an extraordinary man, JOHN
SUNUNU—very sensitive, very thought-
ful, a man who loves his State, particu-
larly the rivers of his State. He com-
mended me for leading the charge in
my State to remove an old dam that,
for 80 years, blocked the migration of a
fish from the Atlantic Ocean to the
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Blue Ridge Mountains. He was chal-
lenged to try to remedy a similar situ-
ation that existed in his State. I will
miss JOHN, his wife Kitty, and his love-
ly family. Kitty and my wife shared a
few words on our departure last night
from the dinner.

I am not one who makes many pre-
dictions, but I predict this man con-
tinues to not walk but run down that
road of life, one who makes those
twists and turns, climbs those moun-
tains, and crosses those rivers. He will
leave his mark on many successful ven-
tures. We will hear from this man not
once, not twice but many times again.
I wish him well.

Lastly, I simply say to my State two
words: Thank you. I thank all those
Virginians who have supported me
these 30 years. It was a humble chal-
lenge for me. I accepted it and I look
back on it with the deepest of respect
for the trust and confidence you gave
me—all Virginians—over these 30
years.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Michigan is recog-
nized.

Mr. LEVIN. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. LEVIN pertaining
to the introduction of S. 3715 are print-
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘State-
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint
Resolutions.”)

Mr. LEVIN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

The

———————

AUTHORITY TO SIGN DULY
ENROLLED BILLS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the majority
leader be authorized to sign duly en-
rolled bills today, November 20.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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THE ECONOMY

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, today
there has been much discussion once
again here on the floor of the Senate
and certainly in the news and in var-
ious other venues, I am sure at the Sec-
retary of the Treasury’s office, about
the economy and what is happening in
this country.

One only has to look at the stock
market—today it moved down very
quickly and very aggressively once
again; it has happened many times in
recent days. There are very serious
problems. But it is not just the stock
market that reflects those problems. It
is perhaps if you were sitting in a home
tonight or last night or last week or
last month to hear someone come
home from work to stay to the spouse:
Honey, I have lost my job. And 1.2 mil-
lion people did that in the last 10
months, half of them in the last quar-
ter. There were 240,000 last month who
came home and said: I have lost my
job.

No, not because they are bad work-
ers; because people are being laid off.
This economy is in a recession. It ap-
pears to be a very deep recession, with
a great deal of trouble coming from a
range of activities that went way be-
yond the pale.

The subprime loan scandal, an al-
most unbelievable economy that was
providing substantial additional bene-
fits and salaries and bonuses to people
at the top of the economic ladder. It is
almost unbelievable what has happened
with the reckless behavior with respect
to some of the financial firms in this
country. The result is that the amount
of leverage and the development of a
house of cards built on an illusion of
assets has caused a collapse, and it is
affecting virtually every corner of this
country.

Tonight there are people who will
ask the question: What has happened
to my retirement account? What about
my 401(k) account? What about my in-
dividual retirement account? How far
has it gone down? How much have I
lost? What will it mean to my retire-
ment? How much longer will I have to
work?

I have been on this floor plenty of
times talking about what has caused
all of this. If you do not think about it
and talk about it and take steps to cor-
rect it, it will happen again.

The only way the American people
will have confidence about the future is
if they believe we are taking steps to
correct that which caused this prob-
lem. I have talked about the companies
that started this mess, the brokers, the
mortgage companies, the folks who buy
and sell securities, the hedge funds,
those who trade in derivatives such as
credit default swaps. I have talked
about all of them. All of them made
massive amounts of money. Do you
know the highest income earner in the
country last year earned $3.7 billion?
One person. That is $10 million a day. If
the spouse said: How did it go today?
That person had to say, pretty well, 1
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made $10 million. That day and every
day.

That is unbelievable to me. It is an
example of what has been happening at
the top. Massive bonuses and salaries;
everybody making money hand over
fist by creating this financial house of
cards. It collapses and injures every-
body in this country, and a whole lot of
folks are thrown out of work.

The source? Subprime loans, compa-
nies saying to people: Hey, how about a
loan? You do not have to pay even the
principal at all. You do not have to pay
all of the interest. You have bad credit,
you cannot get any credit, you have
been bankrupt, you are a slow payer,
you do not pay your bills, but it does
not matter. Come to us.

That was the advertising. Is it any
wonder that all of this collapsed? And
as they put all of those bad loans to-
gether, they securitized them and
chopped them all and sold them as se-
curities. They securitize everything
these days. They sold them as securi-
ties and moved them around the coun-
try and around the world.

All of a sudden we have a bunch of
firms that decided, hey, these are pret-
ty good-paying securities. They have a
big return. We are going to buy some of
these. So they bought them all up. And
now guess what. They have got all of
these rotten assets in their portfolio,
and it is pulling them all under and
causing a massive problem.

So here we sit with a collapse of a fi-
nancial system, names that are house-
hold names, the biggest firms in the
country going belly up, getting bailed
out.

The Treasury Secretary comes to us
and says: I need $700 billion on an
emergency basis in 3 days, and if not,
the sky is going to fall in. So the Sec-
retary does not get it in 3 days or with
a 3-page bill, but he gets it in a couple
of weeks.

Now he has $700 billion, but he does
not know what he wants to do it with
it. He said: I need it and I need it ur-
gently right now because I want to buy
toxic assets and I want to get these
toxic assets off the balance sheets of
these companies.

Well, he got the money. Then he said:
You know what, that is not right ei-
ther. I do not want to buy toxic assets.
What I want to do is provide money,
capital, to big banks. He takes $125 bil-
lion and aimed it at nine banks, some
of whom did not want it. The problem
was, it was the biggest gift in the
world. There were no strings attached.
Can you imagine taking $125 billion
and saying to nine big banks: You take
this money, and, by the way, I will not
require you to expand your lending.
That is the reason I am giving it to
you, but I will not require it. I will
have no prohibition on you using it for
bonuses. Go right ahead. And, by the
way, my agency is also going to en-
courage you to merge because we like
bigger banks; merging will be bene-
ficial, we are told. Is it any wonder
people do not have confidence? Is it
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any wonder people are not inspired by
this? This is not a consistent, well-
managed approach to deal with a crisis,
in my judgment. I know it is easy to be
critical, but it is hard not to be critical
of something that seems so random in
terms of policy.

Now, I sat with a banker in North
Dakota recently at a table. I said to
him, a small town banker: Do you have
money to lend? I said: They say the
credit markets are frozen. Do you have
money to lend?

Oh, yes, he said. He said: If somebody
comes in, I have got money to lend
them, because he did business the old-
fashioned way. He said: I take deposits
and I make loans. But when I make
loans, I make sure those to whom I
lend the money are going to have a rea-
sonable opportunity and are able to
repay the money.

That is business the old-fashioned
way. He said: I did not get involved in
all of those reckless practices. I did not
buy those securitized notes with
subprime loans. I did not do all of that.

Well, the biggest financial companies
in this country did. They were like
hogs in a corn crib, buying and selling,
making lots of money, everybody is
wading in cash. Now they are up to
their necks in trouble, and the Treas-
ury Secretary says if we do not bail
them out, the whole economy is going
to collapse. So this bailout occurs
without any conditions at all.

Did anybody say, with these hun-
dreds of billions of dollars—and by the
way, it is not really hundreds of bil-
lions. If you take a look at what Treas-
ury and the Federal Reserve Board
have done, it is somewhere between $2
and $3 trillion that has been pledged to
those big firms. Not many people know
that. And you cannot get all of the de-
tails. But the Federal Reserve Board
opened up its window, first time in his-
tory, to say: We will do direct lending
with investment banks whose assets
are not insured by the Federal Govern-
ment. First time in history. So we have
around $2 to $3 trillion out there ex-
tended on behalf of the American peo-
ple with some of these companies that
were engaged in unbelievably reckless
practices and behavior.

The issue, it seems to me, is what did
the Treasury Secretary require of these
companies that got this massive
amount of money? What did the Fed-
eral Reserve Board require of these
companies? The answer is nothing. No
restrictions. No restrictions on bo-
nuses. We now read that somewhere
around $20 to $30 billion of bonuses will
be paid in the next month or two. Any
restrictions on parking the corporate
jets? No. Any restrictions on income at
all? No. No restrictions at all. No
strings attached.

Now, there is a great discussion here
on the floor of the Senate and in this
town about bailing out the automobile
industry. That proposal is $25 billion,
about 4 percent of the $700 billion. As
far as I am concerned, the automobile
industry has plenty to answer for. But
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if we are talking about a potential loss
of 3 to 5 million additional jobs if that
industry goes belly up, at a time when
this economy is in such desperate con-
dition, putting 3 to 5 million additional
people out of work would, I think, be
devastating to this economy.

So that is a very important consider-
ation. But I am not about to propose
bailing out anybody unless there are
tough restrictions and conditions. I
know those executives from Detroit
got a pretty tough time, and should
have, yesterday. They flew here in
their private jets, making about $20
million a year, saying: We need help
from the American taxpayer.

Look, if we are going to lose 3 to 5
million jobs, I want to help for a couple
of reasons. No. 1, I don’t want millions
more people out of work that would
further jeopardize this economy. No. 2,
I want to retain a strong manufac-
turing base. Part of that is the auto-
mobile industry. You don’t long remain
a strong world economic power unless
you have a strong manufacturing base.
But I am not about to support a bailout
for anybody unless there are strong,
tough, and rigorous conditions. Park
those corporate jets, 24 roundtrip
flights from Detroit to Washington,
DC, and they flew in corporate jets,
making $20 million a year, saying: Give
us a little help. Where is the self-sac-
rifice?

I am not just talking on the part of
that industry. They were singled out
yesterday, and I am not excusing them.
They got what they deserved in the
House hearing. But did anybody ask
the question, when the Treasury Sec-
retary was ladling money around by
the hundreds of billions of dollars or
the Federal Reserve Board was ladling
money around to the point of $2 to $3
trillion, did anybody say to those big-
gest financial firms: By the way, here
are some restrictions. Maybe you
ought to park your airplanes. Maybe
you ought to be concerned about these
unbelievable incomes. Talk about $20
million a year for people running an
automobile company, we are not talk-
ing about $20 million when we talk
about some of these hedge funds. We
are talking about an average of the top
25 hedge funds, somewhere around $700
million a year. Did anybody impose
conditions on them? No. Should they
have? You darn right they should have.
If the automobile industry wants help
from the American people and this
Congress to preserve 3 to 5 million jobs,
then they are going to have to be re-
sponsible to adhere to significant re-
strictions.

Those restrictions ought to be rig-
orous and tough. There must be inde-
pendent oversight on anything that is
given to that industry, or other indus-
tries for that matter. They ought to
agree to a prohibition on dividend pay-
ments so that money going to those
companies isn’t going to go out in divi-
dends. That would make no sense.
There ought to be prohibited golden
parachutes for executives as well as ex-
ecutive bonuses during the duration of
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the loan. Again, I say park those cor-
porate jets. How about announcing
that you are willing to take $1 a year
for the sake of trying to repair what is
wrong with your company and trying
to put that company back on track?

I understand it wasn’t their fault
that sales dropped 30 percent. They are
victims, as are all Americans, of this
economic crisis. It is not their fault
that sales dropped 30 percent. So if
they need some help to save 3 to 5 mil-
lion jobs, I think most Americans
would say: Let’s save those jobs. But
most Americans would also ask the
question: Where is the self-sacrifice on
the part of those folks who are running
these companies? Let’s see a little and
let’s hear a little self-sacrifice from
people who say: I will own up to this. I
will put something significant on the
table in terms of trying to turn this
economy and these companies we run
around.

Let me finally say, there are a whole
lot of folks across the country who are
doing business the right way, Main
Street businesses, community banks.
They come to work in the morning.
They turn the key. They open the lock
on that door. They are at risk. They
are just trying to make a living. Yet
they, too, are victims, not because
they got engaged in the kind of behav-
ior in which some of the biggest com-
panies in this country were engaged.
Some of the biggest financial compa-
nies were engaged in reckless behavior.
When the Financial Modernization Act
passed the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the Senate nine years ago, an
act that was a devastating piece of leg-
islation that led us down this path to a
financial collapse, I said back then
when I voted against it—and I was one
of eight Senators to vote no—I said: If
you want to gamble, go to Las Vegas.
No, instead they were allowed to gam-
ble by creating holding companies and
merging bank enterprises with securi-
ties and with real estate and other
risks.

We knew you shouldn’t do that. We
learned it in the Great Depression. It
caused the closure of massive numbers
of banks. Some of my colleagues
brought a bill to the Congress and got
almost everybody to agree to it that
said: These lessons are old-fashioned.
Let’s let these financial institutions
merge and fuse together risky things
with banking, securities, and real es-
tate. What an unbelievably ignorant
thing to do. We had learned that lesson
before and forgot it.

Guess what. From that day on we
began to see the kind of inherent risk
established in financial enterprises
that someday most of us believed
would create the house of cards that
would collapse. And it has. Now the
question is, how do we put this back
together?

Let me say this: If I didn’t have great
hope for the future of this country, I
would hardly be able to get up and go
to work, but I think this is a resilient,
wonderful place. We have made very
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big mistakes. A lot of people have
made very big mistakes, perhaps all of
us. But this country is a great place.
Think about what America has been
through: the Civil War, the Great De-
pression, beating back the forces of fas-
cism and nazism. We have done so
much in this country to prevail. This
generation of Americans is not about
to lose. This generation of Americans,
too, will prevail. But it is going to re-
quire all of the effort of every one of
us.

This isn’t about politics. It is cer-
tainly not about Republicans and
Democrats. It is about creating good
public policy that gives the American
people confidence and hope in the fu-
ture. That is what will get us out of
this rut. Those who caused the finan-
cial wreckage, who drove this economy
into the ditch, are not going to get us
out. It is good public policy by
thoughtful people that will begin mir-
roring what happens on Main Streets
and community banks all across the
country, doing business the right way.
When that happens, we will put this
country back on track. I hope that is
sooner rather than later. I hope the
American people do not lose hope be-
cause we believe, all of us believe, in
the great promise of this country.

It is true that we face great chal-
lenges, but we are turning a page. We
will have a new Congress. We will have
a new President and a new determina-
tion to try to fix what is wrong and put
this country on a better path.

I yield the floor.

————
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am

pleased that the President has pro-
claimed November as National Amer-
ican Indian Heritage Month and the
Congress has designated November 28,
2008, as Native American Heritage Day.

This is the time when our country
traditionally offers thanks for the
bounty and protections we enjoy. This
year, Congress and the President have
chosen to specifically acknowledge and
be thankful for the contributions and
achievements of American Indians,
Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians.
Together, we have called on Federal,
State, and local governments, tribal
governments, and others to come to-
gether to celebrate and share with one
another the cultures, traditions, and
languages of more than 500 tribes.

In my home State of Nevada, our
tribes represent three distinct cultures
and languages Paiute, Shoshone, and
Washoe. Throughout my career, I have
promoted programs and education ef-
forts to preserve these native lan-
guages and others and expand cultural
programs for children, young adults
and elders. Nevada’s tribal leaders and
youth tell me this cultural exchange
with tribal members and with those in
their school and local communities
bridges differences and leads to indi-
vidual successes. Nevadans can be
proud of our State’s diversity.
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And while Nevada’s 26 tribes are dis-
tinct, they share goals common to
nearly all sovereigns—to care for their
people, to keep them safe, to help them
prosper, to protect and use their re-
sources wisely, to engage in the larger
world while being mindful of their his-
tories.

During this session, the Senate
worked with tribal leaders and advo-
cates and our colleagues in the House
to help tribes achieve these goals.
Working together, we reauthorized the
Native American Housing Assistance
and Self-Determination Reauthoriza-
tion Act, reauthorized the Special Dia-
betes Program for Indians, and amend-
ed laws to strengthen families and im-
prove the care and development of chil-
dren in foster care. We passed legisla-
tion that helps tribes develop their
natural resources, expand their com-
mercial activities, and encourage in-
vestment in Indian Country. During
this time of war, we made it a priority
to help our Native American veterans
and their families—who continue a
long history of serving in our Armed
Forces—by expanding benefits and
services under the G.I. bill. Under the
leadership of Chairman BYRON DORGAN
and Vice Chairperson LISA MURKOWSKI
of the Indian Affairs Committee, the
Congress has worked to honor our first
Americans and fulfill our promises to
them.

During this month especially, we rec-
ognize the leadership and efforts of
tribes and others to improve the lives
of Native Americans. But our work is
not finished and we will not rest on the
accomplishments of the 110th Congress.
As majority leader, I am committed to
work with my colleagues to reform
health care and reauthorize the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act. I hope
that the Senate will be able to again
consider a package similar to one the
Senate passed earlier this year.

As we approach the end of this Con-
gress, I am pleased that we take a mo-
ment to recognize and celebrate the
gifts Native Americans and Alaska Na-
tives share with all of us daily.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, each
November we celebrate American In-
dian and Alaska Native Heritage
Month to honor the first inhabitants of
this land and recognize the relation-
ship this country has with American
Indian people. In that same spirit, I
would also like to specifically recog-
nize the nine treaty tribes that I am
honored to represent in South Dakota.

American Indians are unique among
other groups in this country because of
the government-to-government rela-
tionship established through countless
treaties—documents affirmed in article
VI of our Constitution as the supreme
law of the land. This special status and
the strength of these age-old contracts
have enabled American Indians to
shape this country’s history in pro-
found ways, as tribal history is deeply
entwined with America’s. The contin-
ued fulfillment of our treaty and trust
obligations along with a respect for the
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tenets of tribal sovereignty are thus es-
sential responsibilities of this country.

South Dakota’s tribes have a special
place in this history due to their
proactive leadership in the Federal-
tribal relationship. For example, the
1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie was en-
tered into by Indian tribes in South
Dakota that desired a peaceful rela-
tionship with the United States and a
mutual recognition of sovereignty. In
this treaty, like many others, the
United States entered an agreement to
end hostilities and for the cession of
land, in return entering into a contract
to provide assistance with education,
health care, farming and other neces-
sities; these responsibilities continue
today. During this month of recogni-
tion and remembrance it is only appro-
priate to recognize the special status of
the treaty tribes.

In addition to this unique govern-
mental relationship, American Indians
actively enrich the fabric of our Na-
tion’s character in many ways. Tribal
members have courageously served to
protect America in every conflict since
the Revolutionary War, and they have
served at the highest rate of any group
in the country. Tribal educational
models are rapidly gaining respect for
an approach that stresses the impor-
tance of history and culture as well as
the skills necessary for students to
prosper in an increasingly global world.

American Indian and Alaska Native
Heritage Month falls in the same
month as Thanksgiving and I hope this
affords us with the time to give thanks
for the sacrifices of the first Ameri-
cans. Once reduced to a population of
less than 50,000, the American Indian
population is now some 4.5 million
strong. Their story, like that of the
country as a whole, is a proud, resilient
history and I am committed to sup-
porting tribes as they continue to build
a strong future. Observance of Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Native Heritage
Month honors the unique heritage of
this country’s first inhabitants, and
most importantly reaffirms our respon-
sibility to honor Indian treaties.

——

RETIREMENT OF MARGO CONNOR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize Margo Connor, who has re-
tired after 33 years of service to the
Senate community. During the past
three decades, Margo Connor has as-
sisted in providing catering for Senate
functions on Capitol Hill. In a fast-
paced environment with a high turn-
over rate, she remained dedicated and
personal, with a keen ability to estab-
lish close relationships.

Margo spent 17 years in the special
functions office for the former Dirksen
Senate Dining Room. She compiled
menus and prepared the former Senate
Dining Room for functions. Meeting
and interacting with many different
people were her favorite aspects of her
service; she was on a first-name basis
with former Senators such as David
Pryor, Thomas Eagleton, Gary Hart,
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and Jennings Randolph. Margo’s com-
mitment to providing a pleasant, com-
fortable, and professional environment
for Senate functions resulted in close
friendships. Senator Randolph would
often call her at home, making re-
quests for a special bread with nuts on
it. After returning from their honey-
moon, Senator JOE BIDEN and his wife
shared their pictures with her. Instead
of calling it the Senate Dining Room,
Senator PRYOR referred to the Senate
Dining Room as simply ‘‘Margo’s
Room.”

After working in the Senate Dining
Room, Margo took a position in the ac-
counting office processing bids for the
Senate Restaurant. Several years later,
she moved to the Capitol Senator’s
Dining Room where she was a hostess.
After working as a hostess, she worked
in the Senate catering office, where she
has been for the last 13 years.

In her years on Capitol Hill, Margo
has seen a great variety of events. She
hosted functions with the NFL, the
Dalai Lama, and a number of other no-
table people. Among others, she met
Paul Newman, whose suitcase she
watched in the kitchen as he spoke at
an event. During annual events at
Union Station commemorating Colum-
bus Day, Dr. David R. Curfman, presi-
dent of the National Columbus Celebra-
tion Association, told her that she was
the only one who understood what he
needed.

Margo will miss the people she works
with, whom she considers to be like
family. In turn, I know she will be
missed greatly by those who have had
the opportunity to know and work with
her. In fact, Margo has been such a
presence in the Senate, and has be-
friended so many over the years, that
it is difficult to express how much she
will be missed. I am pleased to join the
entire Senate community in thanking
Margo for her years of service and
wishing her a happy retirement.

————
TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JIM SHANE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
today I rise to salute the service of a
distinguished Kentuckian. This gen-
tleman recently ended a long career de-
voted to the service of his country and
our commonwealth.

His name is Jim Shane, and I am
proud to say Jim is a friend of mine.
Jim recently stepped down as executive
director of the Kentucky Commission
on Military Affairs, a post he held
since 1997. During his tenure, Jim can
point to many accomplishments, but
he was particularly instrumental in
preparing Kentucky for the rigors of
the 2005 Base Realignment and Clo-
sure—BRAC—process. The common-
wealth, in particular Fort Knox, was a
big winner in the BRAC process, and no
one was more instrumental in this suc-
cess than Jim.

Jim had a vision for Fort Knox, one
in which the installation would again
be a home to combat troops and to a
number of major Army commands. He
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then worked tirelessly with Federal
and State officials, the BRAC Commis-
sion and the Department of Defense to
make that conception of Fort Knox a
reality. The result was that Fort Knox
emerged revitalized from the BRAC
process. Consequently, central Ken-
tucky stands to gain immeasurably
from the economic benefits stemming
from the installation’s enhancement,
and our armed forces will be the better
for Fort Knox’s improved stature.

Prior to his service for Kentucky,
Jim served his country with great dis-
tinction. He spent 27 years of commis-
sioned service in the Army, rising to
the rank of brigadier general. His ca-
reer highlights include service as Dep-
uty Commanding General, TUnited
States Recruiting Command, in which
he was responsible for manning the
Army’s all-volunteer force.

Jim also received numerous medals,
awards and decorations for his efforts
in the Army including the Distin-
guished Service Medal, the Defense Su-
perior Service Medal, the Legion of
Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, the Mer-
itorious Service Medal, with three Oak
Leaf Clusters, the Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, the Army Com-
mendation Medal, the Army Achieve-
ment Medal, the Parachutist Badge,
the Ranger Tab, and the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Identification badge.

I am proud to say that Jim is also a
fellow alumnus of the University of
Louisville.

Mr. President, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in honoring this fine
Kentucky patriot for his long and nota-
ble career of public service.

———

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JOHN LEE
McELROY

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is
never too late to honor great heroism
and sacrifice. That is why I am proud
to say that after 40 years, a brave Ken-
tuckian lost in battle will finally re-
turn home with honor to American
soil.

On May 12, 1968, MAJ John Lee
McElIroy of the U.S. Air Force under-
took what would be his final mission.
Stationed in the Quang Tin province of
the Republic of Vietnam, he was the
navigator on a C-130 Hercules aircraft
when his plane was struck by intense
enemy fire and crashed. There were no
survivors.

“On this particular day [Major
McElIroy] was flying a most important
mission of aerial evacuation for Amer-
ican and allied personnel,”” wrote COL
Marion F. Garuthers, the major’s com-
mander, in a letter to his parents. ‘‘His
example of Christian living signifi-
cantly influenced all persons with
whom he associated.”

Sadly, while the family of Major
McEIlIroy knew his final fate, they did
not get to say their final goodbyes. For
four decades, his remains went unre-
covered. His wife, Regina M. McElroy,
and his parents, Oscar L. and Gladys V.
MCcElroy, passed away never knowing if
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their loved one’s remains would be
found and brought back to the United
States.

Now, thanks to the work of some
dedicated men and women in the De-
partment of Defense, Major McElIroy’s
remains have been identified. Along
with the rest of his flight crew, Major
McElroy will return from Vietnam and
join the honored few who rest in Ar-
lington National Cemetery.

Born in Eminence, KY, in 1932, Major
McEIlIroy served his country in the
Armed Forces for 12 years. Several
months after his tragic death, he was
posthumously awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, the Air Medal
and the Purple Heart for his valor in
uniform.

At that medal ceremony were Major
MCcElIroy’s three children—Russell Lee
McElroy, Mary McElroy Tucker, and
Linda Anne McEIroy Starnes. Russell,
the oldest, was just 14 years old at the
time.

Now every one of them is older than
their father ever was. And now it’s
their turn to take care of the father
who cared for them, by seeing him laid
to rest this December 18 in a hero’s
grave.

Our Nation and the Commonwealth
of Kentucky cannot be grateful enough
for MAJ John Lee McEIroy’s service
and immense sacrifice. We owe the
MCcElIroy family a debt that cannot be
repaid, because he died defending all of
us and our freedoms.

I know the entire U.S. Senate joins
me in expressing comfort and pride
that this courageous airman has fi-
nally returned home. It is never too
late to honor our heroes. And it is
never too late for one Kentucky family
to say their farewells and see a hero
rest in peace.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
another 4 months have passed, and
more American troops have lost their
lives overseas in Iraq and Afghanistan.
I wish to memorialize their service and
sacrifice by including their names in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Since I last included the names of
our fallen troops on July 15, the Pen-
tagon has announced the deaths of 162
troops in Iraq and in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, which includes Afghani-
stan. They will not be forgotten and
today I submit their names into the
RECORD:

CPL Aaron M. Allen, of Buellton, CA;

CWO Christian P. Humphreys, of
Fallon, NV;

CWO Donald V. Clark, of Memphis,
TN;

SGT Jonnie L. Stiles, of Highlands
Ranch, CO;

SGT James M. Clay,
Home, AR;

SPC Corey M. Shea, of Mansfield,
MA;

SGT Jose Regalado, of Los Angeles,
CA;

SPC Armando A. De La Paz, of River-
side, CA;

of Mountain
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SSG Timothy H. Walker, of Franklin,
TN;

PFC Theron V. Hobbs, of Albany, GA;

SPC Adam M. Wenger, of Waterford,
MIT;

SGT Daniel W. Wallace, of Dry Ridge,
KY;

PFC Bradley S.
Martinsville, VA;

SSG  Scott J.
mingham, MA;

1LT Trevor J. Yurista, of Pleasant
Valley, NY;

SSG Kevin D. Grieco, of Bartlett, IL;

SGT Nicholas A. Casey, of Canton,
OH;

PFC Cody J. Eggleston, of Eugene,
OR;

LCpl San Sim, of Santa Ana, CA;

CPL Adrian Robles, of Scottsbluff,
NE;

SSgt Brian P. Hause, of Stoystown,
PA;

SGT Deon L. Taylor, of Bronx, NY;

LCpl Stacy A. Dryden, of North Can-
ton, OH;

MAJ Robert D. Lindenau, of Camano
Island, WA;

SPC Heath K. Pickard, of Palestine,
TX;

SPC Justin A. Saint, of Albertville,
AL;

SGT Federico G. Borjas,
Diego, CA;

SGT John M. Penich, of Beach Park,
IL;

SPC Cory J. Bertrand, of Center, TX;

SPC Stephen R. Fortunato, of
Danvers, MA;

SGT Preston R. Medley,
FL;

SPC Christopher A. McCraw, of Co-
lumbia, MS;

CPL Scott G. Dimond, of Franklin,
NH;

SGT Michael
ramento, CA;

SPC Geoffrey G. Johnson, of Lub-
bock, TX;

SGT Reuben M. Fernandez III, of Abi-
lene, TX;

CPL Jason A. Karella, of Anchorage,
AK;

COL Michael R. Stahlman, of Chevy
Chase, MD;

SGT William P. Rudd, of Madison-
ville, KY;

SPC Jason E. von Zerneck, of Char-
lotte, NC;

PFC Tavarus D. Setzler, of Jackson-
ville, FL;

SPC Christopher A. Bartkiewicz, of
Dunfermline, IL;

CPT Richard G. Cliff Jr., of Mount
Pleasant, SC;

SFC Jamie S. Nicholas, of Maysel,
WV,

SFC Gary J. Vasquez, of Round Lake,
IL;

SPC Christopher T. Fox, of Memphis,
TN;

PFC Jamel A. Bryant, of Belleville,
IL;

SGT William E. Hasenflu, of Bra-
denton, F1L;

CPT Michael J. Medders, of Ohio;

SSG Ronald Phillips Jr., of Conway,
SC;

Coleman, of

Metcalf, of Fra-

of San

of Baker,

K. Clark, of Sac-
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1LT Thomas J. Brown, of Burke, VA;

CH COL Sidney J. Marceaux Jr., of
Beaumont, TX;

CPT Bruno G. Desolenni, of Crescent
City, CA;

SSG Matthew J. Taylor, of Charles-
ton, SC;

PO3 Matthew J. O’Bryant, of Duluth,
GA;

SSG Nathan M. Cox, of Walcott, IA;

PVT Joseph F. Gonzales, of Tucson,
AZ;

SGT Jerome C. Bell Jr., of Auburn,
NY;

SSG Brandon W. Farley,
Prairie, TX;

SSG Jason A. Vazquez, of Chicago,
IL;

1LT Mohsin A. Naqvi, of Newburgh,
NY;

CPT Bruce E. Hays,

of Grand

of Cheyenne,

WY,

SGT Joshua Ww. Harris, of
Romeoville, IL;

MAJ Rodolfo I. Rodriguez, of El

Paso, TX;
1LT Robert Vallejo II, of Richland
Hills, TX;

CPL Michael E. Thompson, of

Harrah, OK;

CWO Brady J. Rudolf, of Oklahoma
City, OK;

SGM Julio C. Ordonez, of San Anto-
nio, TX;

SSG Anthony L. Mason, of

Springtown, TX;

SGT Daniel M. Eshbaugh, of Norman,
OK;

CWO Corry A. Edwards, of Kennedale,
TX;

LTC James L. Wiley, of North Bend,
OR;

CPT Darrick D. Wright, of Nashville,
TN;

PFC Leonard J. Gulczynski I, of
Carol Stream, IL;

HM3 Eichmann A. Strickland, of Ar-
lington, WA;

LTC Ralph J. Marino, of Houston,
PA;

PVT Michael
Chocowinity, NC;

SGT Wesley R. Durbin, of Hurst, TX;

SSG Darris J. Dawson, of Pensacola,
FL;

CWO Michael Slebodnik, of Gibsonia,
PA;

SFC Daniel R. Sexton, of Wentzville,
MO;

SPC Marques I. Knight, of San Juan
Capistrano, CA;

CPO Jason Richard Freiwald, of Ar-
mada, MI;

SCPO John Wayne Marcum, of Flush-
ing, MI;

CPT Jesse
Randallstown, MD;

1LT Nicholas A. Madrazo, of Bothell,
WA;

PVT Vincent C. Winston Jr., of St.
Louis, MO;

PVT Michael
Littlestown, PA;

PVT Jordan P. P. Thibeault, of South
Jordan, UT;

W. Murdock, of

Melton 111, of

R. Dinterman, of

PFC Bryan R. Thomas, of Battle
Creek, MI;
SSG Kenneth W. Mayne, of Fort

Benning, GA;
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SFC Gregory A. Rodriguez, of
Weidman, MI;

PFC Patrick W. May, of Jamestown,
NY;

PO1 Joshua Harris, of Lexington, NC;

SPC Steven J. Fitzmorris, of Colum-
bia, MO;

SPC Jorge L. Feliz Nieve, of Queens
Village, NY;

SPC Carlo E. Alfonso, of Spokane,
WA;

SPC Michael L.
Spotswood, NJ;

SGT David K. Cooper, of Williams-
burg, KY;

PFC Tan Q. Ngo, of Beaverton, OR;

SSG Brian E. Studer, of Ramsey, MN;

SSG David L. Paquet, of Rising Sun,
MD;

SFC David J. Todd Jr., of Marrero,
LA;

SFC George Stanciel, of Greenwood,
MS;

SGT Nickolas
Montrose, IL;

LCpl Travis M. Stottlemyer, of Hat-
field, PA;

PFC Jonathon L. Luscher, of Scran-
ton, PA;

1LT Donald C. Carwile, of Oxford,
MS;

PFC Paul E. Conlon Jr., of Somer-
ville, MA;

PVT Janelle F. King, of Merced, CA;

SSG  Kristopher D. Rodgers, of
Sturgis, MI;

CPL  Anthony G.
Naperville, IL;

LCpl Juan Lopez-Castaneda, of Mesa,
AZ;

Gonzalez, of

Lee Hopper, of

Mihalo, of

LCpl Jacob J. Toves, of Grover
Beach, CA;

PFC Daniel A. C. McGuire, of Mash-
pee, MA;

CPL James M. Hale, of Naperville,
IL;

SGT Michael H. Ferschke Jr., of
Maryville, TN;

CPL Adam T. McKiski,
Valley, IL;

CPL Stewart S. Trejo, of Whitefish,
MT;

PFC John A. Mattox, of Daingerfield,
TX;

SGT Kenneth B.
Christiansburg, VA;

SGT Jose E. Ulloa, of New York, NY;

PO2 Anthony M. Carbullido, of Agat,
GU;

MSG Danny E. Maybin, of Columbia,
SC;

SGT Errol M. James, of St. Croix, VI;

SPC Ronald A. Schmidt, of Newton,
KS;

PVT Timothy J. Hutton, of Dillon,
MT;

CAPT Garrett T. Lawton, of Charles-
ton, WV;

SGT Gary M. Henry, of Indianapolis,
IN;

SPC Jonathan D. Menke, of Madison,
IN;

SGT Jaime Gonzalez Jr., of Austin,
TX;

SSG Brian K. Miller, of Pendleton,
IN;

SGT Ryan P. Baumann, of Great
Mills, MD;

of Cherry

Gibson, of
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PFC Jennifer L. Cole, of American

Canyon, CA;
SPC Andre D. Mitchell, of Elmont,
NY;

SPC David J. Badie, of Rockford, IL;

2LT Michael R. Girdano, of Pennsyl-
vania;

SPC William J. Mulvihill, of Leaven-
worth, KS;

PVT Jair De
Chatsworth, CA;

SPC Kevin R. Dickson, of Steelville,
MO;

SGT James A. McHale, of Fairfield,
MT;

SSGT Faoa L. Apineru, of Yorba
Linda, CA;

SPC Seteria L. Brown, of Orlando,
FL;

PFC Ivan I. Wilson, of Clearlake, CA;

1LT Nick A. Dewhirst, of Onalaska,
WI;

SSGT Danny P. Dupre, of Lockport,
LA;

BM3 Daniel R. Verbeke, of Exton,
PA;

PFC Willington M. Rhoads, of Las
Vegas, NV;

1LT Jason D. Mann, of Woodlynne,
NJ;

TSgt Jackie L. Larsen, of Tacoma,
WA;

LCpl Jeffery S. Stevenson, of New-
ton, NJ;

SSG David W. Textor, of Roanoke,
VA;

SSG Jeremy D. Vrooman, of Sioux
Falls, SD;

1LT Jonathan P. Brostrom, of Ha-
waii;

SGT Israel Garcia, of Long Beach,
CA;

CPL Jonathan R. Ayers, of Snellville,
GA;

CPL Jason M. Bogar, of Seattle, WA;

CPL Jason D. Hovater, of Clinton,
TN;

CPL Matthew B. Phillips, of Jasper,
GA;

CPL Pruitt A. Rainey, of Haw River,
NC;

CPL  Gunnar W.
Florissant, MO;

SPC Sergio S. Abad, of Morganfield,
KY.

We cannot forget these men and
women and their sacrifice. These brave
souls left behind parents and children,
siblings, and friends. We want them to
know the country pledges to preserve
the memory of our lost soldiers who
gave their lives for our country.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
rise to pay tribute to 28 young Ameri-
cans who have been Kkilled in Iraq since
April 16. This brings to 859 the number
of service members either from Cali-
fornia or based in California that have
been killed while serving our country
in Iraq. This represents 20 percent of
all U.S. deaths in Iraq.

PO1 Cherie L. Morton, 40, died April
20 in Galali, Muharraq, Bahrain. Petty
Officer 1st Class Morton was assigned
to Naval Security Force, Naval Sup-
port Activity Bahrain. She was from
Bakersfield, CA.

SGT Guadalupe Cervantes Ramirez,
26, died on April 23, 2008, in Camp

Jesus Garcia, of

Zwilling, of
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Arifjan, Kuwait, of injuries suffered in
a vehicle incident. Sergeant Cervantes
Ramirez was assigned to the 2nd Trans-
portation Company, National Training
Center Support Brigade, Fort Irwin,
CA. He was from Fort Irwin, CA.

SPC William T. Dix, 32, died April 27
at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, of injuries
suffered in a noncombat related inci-
dent. Specialist Dix was assigned to
the 14th Engineer Battalion, 5556th En-
gineer Brigade, I Corps, Fort Lewis,
WA. He was from Culver City, CA.

SGT Merlin German, 22, died April 11
at Brooke Army Medical Center, San
Antonio, TX, from wounds he suffered
while conducting combat operations in
Al Anbar province, Iraq, on February
22, 2005. Sergeant German was assigned
to the bth Battalion, 11th Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division, I Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton,
CA, while deployed in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. Sergeant Ger-
man’s parent unit was the 2nd Bat-
talion, 11th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. He was
medically retired September 28, 2007, as
a result of his injuries.

SSG Bryan E. Bolander, 26, died April
29 in Baghdad from wounds suffered
when his vehicle struck an improvised
explosive device. Staff Sergeant
Bolander was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne
Division, Air Assault, Fort Campbell,
KY. He was from Bakersfield, CA.

SGT Glen E. Martinez, 31, died May 2
in Al Anbar province, Iraq, supporting
combat operations. Sergeant Martinez
was assigned to the Combat Logistics
Battalion 1, Combat Logistics Regi-
ment 1, 1st Marine Logistics Group, I
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Pendleton, CA.

LCpl James F. Kimple, 21, died May 2
in Al Anbar province, Iraq, supporting
combat operations. Lance Corporal
Kimple was assigned to the Combat Lo-
gistics Battalion 1, Combat Logistics
Regiment 1, 1st Marine Logistics
Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Pendleton, CA.

CPL Miguel A. Guzman, 21, died May
2 in Al Anbar province, Iraq, sup-
porting combat operations. Corporal
Guzman was assigned to the Combat
Logistics Battalion 1, Combat Logis-
tics Regiment 1, 1st Marine Logistics
Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Pendleton, CA. He was from Nor-
walk, CA.

LCpl Casey L. Casanova, 22, died May
2 in Al Anbar province, Iraq, sup-
porting combat operations. Lance Cor-
poral Casanova was assigned to the
Combat Logistics Battalion 1, Combat
Logistics Regiment 1, 1st Marine Lo-
gistics Group, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA.

PFC Aaron J. Ward, 19, died May 6 in
Al Anbar, Iraq, of wounds suffered
when his unit came under small arms
fire while conducting cordon and
search operations. Private First Class
Ward was assigned to the 170th Mili-
tary Police Company, 504th Military
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Police Battalion, 42nd Military Police
Brigade, Fort Lewis, WA. He was from
San Jacinto, CA.

SPC Mary J. Jaenichen, 20, died May
9 in Iskandariyah, Iraq, of a noncombat
related injury. Specialist Jaenichen
was assigned to the Brigade Troops
Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,
GA. She was from Temecula, CA.

SSG Frank J. Gasper, 25, died May 25
in Najaf, Iraq, of wounds suffered when
his vehicle encountered an improvised
explosive device. Staff Sergeant Gasper
was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 10th
Special Forces Group, Fort Carson, CO.
He was from Merced, CA.

SGT Cody R. Legg, 23, died June 4 in
Tikrit, Iraq, of wounds suffered in
Sharqat, Iraq, when his unit was at-
tacked by enemy forces using small
arms fire and hand grenades. Sergeant
Legg was assigned to the 1st Battalion,
87th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division,
Light Infantry, Fort Drum, NY. He was
from Escondido, CA.

SGT John D. Aragon, 22, died June 12
in Kadamiyah, Iraq, of wounds suffered
when his vehicle encountered an impro-
vised explosive device. Sergeant Ara-
gon was assigned to the 1st Squadron,
75th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division,
Air Assault, Fort Campbell, KY. He
was from Antioch, CA.

SSG Du Hai Tran, 30, died June 20 in
Baqubah, Iraq, of wounds suffered when
an improvised explosive device deto-
nated near his unit while on patrol dur-
ing combat operations. Staff Sergeant
Tran was assigned to the Fires Squad-
ron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment,
Vilseck, Germany. He was from
Reseda, CA.

SGT Alejandro A. Dominguez, 24,
died June 25 in Mosul, Iraq, from
wounds suffered when his vehicle en-
countered an improvised explosive de-
vice on June 24. Sergeant Dominguez
was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 3rd
Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Hood,
TX. He was from San Diego, CA.

LCpl Jeffery S. Stevenson, 20, died
July 13 from a nonhostile incident in
Al Anbar Province, Iraq. Lance Cor-
poral Stevenson was assigned to the
7th Engineer Support Battalion, 1st
Marine Logistics Group, I Marine Expe-
ditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, CA.

SSG Faoa L. Apineru, 31, died July 2,
2007, from wounds sustained while sup-
porting combat operations in Al Anbar
province, Iraq. Staff Sergeant Apineru
was assigned to Headquarters Com-
pany, 23rd Marines, 4th Marine Divi-
sion, Marine Forces Reserve. He was
wounded on May 15, 2005. After his
death on July 2, 2007, the initial med-
ical examiner concluded that Staff Ser-
geant Apineru did not die from injuries
sustained during his deployment, but a
subsequent opinion by the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology indicated
that his death was a result of his inju-
ries sustained in Iraq. He was from
Yorba Linda, CA.

PFC Jennifer L. Cole, 34, died August
2 in Bayji, Iraq, of injuries suffered in
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a noncombat related incident. Private
First Class Cole was assigned to the
426th Support Battalion, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division,
Air Assault, Fort Campbell, KY. She
was from American Canyon, CA.

CPL Adam T. McKiski, 21, died Au-
gust 7 while supporting combat oper-
ations in Anbar Province, Iraq. Cor-
poral McKiski was assigned to the 1st
Maintenance Battalion, 1st Marine Lo-
gistics Group, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA.

CPL Stewart S. Trejo, 25, died Au-
gust 7 while supporting combat oper-
ations in Anbar Province, Iraq. Cor-
poral Trejo was assigned to the 1st
Maintenance Battalion, 1st Marine Lo-
gistics Group, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA.

PVT Janelle F. King, 23, died August
14 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries suffered
in a non-combat related incident. Pri-
vate King was assigned to the 115th
Combat Support Hospital, Fort Polk,
LA. She was from Merced, CA.

COL Michael R. Stahlman, 45, died
October 5 from injuries sustained in a
July 31 nonhostile incident in Anbar
province, Iraq. Colonel Stahlman was
assigned to Headquarters Battalion,
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Cen-
ter, Twentynine Palms, CA.

SGT Michael K. Clark, 24, died Octo-
ber 7 in Mosul, Iraq, of wounds suffered
when he encountered small arms fire
while on dismounted patrol. Sergeant
Clark was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Carson, CO. He was from
Sacramento, CA.

LCpl Stacy A. Dryden, 22, died Octo-
ber 19 from injuries sustained in a non-
hostile incident in Anbar province,
Iraq. Lance Corporal Dryden was as-
signed to 1st Supply Battalion, 1st Ma-
rine Logistics Group, Camp Pendleton,
CA.

SPC Armando A. De La Paz, 21, died
November 13 in Baghdad, of injuries
sustained during a vehicle rollover.
Specialist De La Paz was assigned to
the 3rd Battalion, 29th Field Artillery
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson, CO.
He was from Riverside, CA.

SGT Jose Regalado, 23, died Novem-
ber 12 in Mosul, Iraq, when an Iraqi
Army soldier wearing a uniform ap-
proached him and opened fire. Sergeant
Regalado was assigned to the 3rd
Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, Fort Hood, TX. He was from Los
Angeles, CA.

CPL Aaron M. Allen, 24, died Novem-
ber 14 while supporting combat oper-
ations in Anbar Province, Iraq. Cor-
poral Allen was assigned to 1st Bat-
talion, 4th Marines, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, Camp Pendleton, CA. He was from
Buellton, CA.

I would also like to pay tribute to
the 29 soldiers from California who
have died while serving our country in

Operation Enduring Freedom since
April 16.
Senior Airman Jonathan A.V.

Yelner, 24, died April 29 near Bagram,
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Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when
his vehicle encountered an improvised
explosive device. Senior Airman Yelner
was assigned to the 28th Aircraft Main-
tenance Squadron, Ellsworth Air Force
Base, South Dakota. He was from La-
fayette, CA.

SFC David L. McDowell, 30, died on
April 29, in Bastion, Afghanistan, of in-
juries sustained when he received small
arms fire. Sergeant First Class
McDowell was assigned to C Company,
2nd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment,
Fort Lewis, WA. He was from Ramona,
CA.

SPC Christopher Gathercole, 21, died
May 26 in Ghazni, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered from small arms fire
during combat operations. Specialist
Gathercole was assigned to the 2nd
Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Fort
Lewis, WA. He was from Santa Rosa,
CA.

PFC Chad M. Trimble, 29, died May
28, near Gardez, Afghanistan, of wounds
suffered when his vehicle encountered
an improvised explosive device. Private
First Class Trimble was assigned to the
1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment,
4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Air-
borne Division, Air Assault, Fort
Campbell, KY. He was from West Co-
vina, CA.

SFC David Nunez, 27, died May 29 in
Shewan, Afghanistan, of wounds suf-
fered when he encountered small arms
fire while conducting combat oper-
ations. Sergeant First Class Nunez was
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 7Tth Spe-
cial Forces Group, Fort Bragg, NC. He
was from Los Angeles, CA.

PFC Michael Robert Patton, 19, died
June 14 while supporting combat oper-
ations in Farah Province, Afghanistan.
Private First Class Patton was as-
signed to 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines,
1st Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA.

PFC Dawid Pietrek, 24, died June 14
while supporting combat operations in
Farah Province, Afghanistan. Private
First Class Pietrek was assigned to 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Di-
vision, I Marine Expeditionary Force,
Twentynine Palms, CA.

LCpl Layton Bradly Crass, 22, died
June 14 while supporting combat oper-
ations in Farah Province, Afghanistan.
Lance Corporal Crass was assigned to
2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Twentynine Palms, CA.

SGT Michael Toussiant-Hyle Wash-
ington, 20, died June 14 while sup-
porting combat operations in Farah
Province, Afghanistan. Sergeant Wash-
ington was assigned to 2nd Battalion,
Tth Marines, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Twentynine
Palms, CA.

Hospitalman Marc A. Retmier, 19,
died June 18 as a result of wounds suf-
fered from an enemy rocket attack in
northern Paktika Province, Afghani-
stan. Hospitalman Retmier was as-
signed to Provincial Reconstruction
Team Sharana in Afghanistan. He was
from Hemet, CA.
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LCpl Andrew Francis Whitacre, 21,
died June 19 while conducting combat
operations in Farah Province, Afghani-
stan. Lance Corporal Whitacre was as-
signed to 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Twentynine
Palms, CA.

CPT Eric Daniel Terhune, 34, died
June 19 while conducting combat oper-
ations in Farah Province, Afghanistan.
Captain Terhune was assigned to 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA.

Hospitalman Dustin Kelby Burnett,
19, died June 20 while conducting com-
bat operations in Farah Province, Af-
ghanistan. Hospitalman Burnett was
assigned to First Marine Division De-
tachment, Twentynine Palms, CA.

SGT Matthew E. Mendoza, 24, died
June 20 while conducting combat oper-
ations in Helmand Province, Afghani-
stan. Sergeant Mendoza was assigned
to 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
1st Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA.

SGT Ryan J. Connolly, 24, died June
24 in Khogyani, Afghanistan, of wounds
suffered when his vehicle struck a sus-
pected landmine. Sergeant Connolly
was assigned to the 173rd Special
Troops Battalion, 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade Combat Team, Bamberg, Ger-
many. He was from Vacaville, CA.

SSGT Christopher D. Strickland, 25,
died June 25, while supporting combat
operations in Helmand Province, Af-
ghanistan. Staff Sergeant Strickland
was assigned to 1lst Marine Logistics
Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Pendleton, CA.

SGT James M. Treber, 24, died June
29 in Khosrow-E Sofla, Afghanistan,
from injuries sustained when his vehi-
cle rolled into a canal. Sergeant Treber
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 7th Spe-

cial Forces Group, Airborne, Fort
Bragg, NC. He was from Imperial
Beach, CA.

SGT Israel Garcia, 24, died July 13 in
Wanat, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered
when his outpost was attacked by
small arms fire and rocket propelled
grenades from enemy forces. Sergeant
Garcia was assigned to the 2nd Bat-
talion, 503d Infantry Regiment, Air-
borne, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat
Team, Vicenza, Italy. He was from
Long Beach, CA.

PFC Ivan I. Wilson, 22, died July 21
while supporting combat operations in
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Pri-
vate First Class Wilson was assigned to
the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. He was
from Clearlake, CA.

PFC Jair De Jesus Garcia, 29, died
August 1 in Chowkay Valley, Afghani-
stan, from wounds sustained when his
vehicle encountered an improvised ex-
plosive device. Private First Class Gar-
cia was assigned to the 6th Squadron,
4th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division,
Fort Hood, TX. He was from
Chatsworth, CA.
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LCpl Jacob J. Toves, 27, died August
14 while supporting combat operations
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan.
Lance Corporal Toves was assigned to
the 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion, 3rd
Marine Division, III Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Okinawa, Japan. He was
from Grover Beach, CA.

SPC Marques I. Knight, 24, died Sep-
tember 6 in Aliabad, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered when he received small
arms fire while on dismounted patrol.
Specialist Knight was assigned to the
1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry
Division, Fort Hood, TX. He was from
San Juan Capistrano, CA.

SGT Jerome C. Bell Jr., 29, died Sep-
tember 19 while supporting combat op-
erations in Farah Province, Afghani-
stan. Sergeant Bell was assigned to 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA.

CPT Bruno G. Desolenni, 32, died
September 20 in Kandahar, Afghani-
stan, of wounds sustained when an im-
provised explosive device detonated
near his vehicle. Captain Desolenni was
assigned to the Joint Forces Head-
quarters, Element Training Team, Or-
egon Army National Guard. He was
from Crescent City, CA.

Cpl Jason A. Karella, 20, died October
9 while supporting combat operations
in Farah Province, Afghanistan. Cor-
poral Karella was assigned to the 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA.

SGT Federico G. Borjas, 33, died Oc-
tober 16 in Bermel District Center, Af-
ghanistan, of wounds suffered from
small arms fire during a dismounted
patrol. Sergeant Borjas was assigned to
416th Civil Affairs Battalion, 351st Civil
Affairs Command, San Diego, CA. He
was from San Diego, CA.

LCpl San Sim, 23, died October 22
while supporting combat operations in
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Lance
Corporal Sim was assigned to 1st Bat-
talion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, I Marine Expeditionary Force,
Twentynine Palms, CA. He was from
Santa Ana, CA.

Cpl Adrian Robles, 21, died October 22
while supporting combat operations in
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Cor-
poral Robles was assigned to 2nd Bat-
talion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Twentynine Palms, CA.

1LT Trevor J. Yurista, 32, died Octo-
ber 27 while supporting combat oper-
ations in Helmand Province, Afghani-
stan. First Lieutenant Yurista was as-
signed to 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA.

STAFF SERGEANT TIMOTHY H. WALKER

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, it is
with a heavy heart that I rise today to
honor the life and heroic service of
SSG Timothy H. Walker. Staff Ser-
geant Walker, a member of the 4th In-
fantry Division at Fort Carson, was
killed in Sadr City, Iraqg on November
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8, 2008, when an improvised explosive
device detonated near his vehicle. He
was 38 years old.

A native of Tennessee, Staff Sergeant
Walker joined the Army in 1990. He
served in Bosnia from 1999 to 2000, Ku-
wait in 2001, and also served two tours
of duty in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. During his most recent de-
ployment, Staff Sergeant Walker, a
combat medic himself, was actively in-
volved in training Iraqis to treat com-
bat wounds on the battlefield, and he
served as the medical material coordi-
nator for the Iraqi Security Forces lo-
gistics coordination team, which teach-
es Iraqi police officers and soldiers how
to track and receive medical supplies.

Throughout his 18 years of service,
and in every capacity, Staff Sergeant
Walker distinguished himself through
his courage, his dedication to duty, and
his willingness to take on any chal-
lenge—no matter how dangerous, no
matter how big or small. His extraor-
dinary bravery and talent earned him
more than 20 awards and medals, in-
cluding the Purple Heart, the Bronze
Star, and the Meritorious Service
Medal.

Staff Sergeant Walker is remembered
by those who knew him as a consum-
mate professional and friend who they
could turn to in times of need, and who
they could always count on to raise
their spirits in times of sadness. They
recall his knack for giving people nick-
names, and the infectiousness of his
laughter. And, most of all, they re-
member his devotion to his wife and
children, and to his country.

The Greek historian Thucydides
wrote that ‘‘the bravest are surely
those who have the clearest vision of
what is before them, glory and danger
alike, and yet notwithstanding, go out
to meet it.” Throughout our Nation’s
history, the bravest have gone out to
meet every danger that has imperiled
our way of life. They stormed the
beaches of Normandy and Iwo Jima
facing long odds, and now, in 2008, they
traverse the mountains of Afghanistan
and navigate the cities of Iraq under
constant threat of insurgent attacks.
The bravest have Kkept us safe and
strong. They will always make us
proud.

Staff Sergeant Walker’s service was
in keeping with this American tradi-
tion. At substantial personal risk, he
braved the chaos of combat zones
throughout the world to attend to the
injuries of his men. And though their
fate on the battlefield was uncertain,
his men knew that, in Staff Sergeant
Walker, they were in good hands. For
the lives he saved, and for the lives he
touched, Staff Sergeant Walker will be
forever remembered as one of the brav-
est.

To Staff Sergeant Walker’s mother
Barbara, his father Wayne, his wife
Dawn, his children Gregory and Madi-
son, his sister Shelly, and all his
friends and family, I cannot imagine
the sorrow you must be feeling. I hope
that, in time, the pain of your loss is
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assuaged by your pride in Tim’s service
to his country and by your knowledge
that his country will never forget him.
We are humbled by his service and his
sacrifice.

SERGEANT JON L. STILES

Mr. President, it is with a heavy
heart that I rise today to honor the life
and heroic service of Sergeant Jon L.
Stiles. Sergeant Stiles, assigned to the
927th Engineer Company, 769th Engi-
neer Battalion, was killed on November
13, 2008, when an improvised explosive
device detonated near his patrol in
Shubhuyan, Afghanistan. He was 38
years old.

Sergeant Stiles grew up in Highlands
Ranch, CO, and after graduating from
high school, spent nearly 13 years in
the U.S. Marine Corps and 2 years in
the Army. Two years following his dis-
charge, he moved back to Colorado,
joined the Colorado National Guard,
and was deployed to Afghanistan,
where he worked to clear transpor-
tation routes of IEDs and insurgents in
support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

This past October, Sergeant Stiles
saved the lives of three fellow soldiers
when he rescued them from underneath
a burning vehicle that was struck by a
suicide bomber, an act of incredible
bravery that earned him the Bronze
Star. He suffered serious damage to his
lungs and vocal chords as a result of
this incident, but instead of taking
medical leave, he insisted on returning
to battle. He believed strongly in our
mission in Afghanistan, cared deeply
for his men, and wanted to make a dif-
ference.

Sergeant Stiles’ friends and family
remember him as a soldier’s soldier
with a passion for military service in
his DNA. He was an avid outdoorsman
known to brave sub-zero temperatures
to get in a day of fishing. He was gen-
erous with hugs and incredibly loyal to
his friends. He was a loving husband
who wanted to live peacefully with his
wife in the mountains of Colorado. And
he was a proud American willing to
sacrifice everything in defense of the
country he held dear.

Adlai Stevenson once asked, ‘‘what
do we mean by patriotism in the con-
text of our times? I venture to suggest
that what we mean is a sense of na-
tional responsibility . . . a patriotism
which is not short, frenzied outbursts
of emotion, but the tranquil and steady
dedication of a lifetime.” Sergeant
Stiles felt this sense of responsibility
at a young age and served with the
steady dedication that reminds us of
what it is to be a true patriot. In his
memory, and with his inspiration, may
we all continue to work to make our
union more perfect, and our world safer
for all.

To Sergeant Stiles’ mother Linda,
his father Lynn, his wife Launa, his
sister Natalie, his brother Charles, his
grandparents Maxine and Kenney, and
all his friends and family, I cannot
imagine the sorrow you must be feel-
ing. I hope that, in time, the pain of
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your loss is assuaged by your pride in
Jon’s service to his country and by
your knowledge that his country will
never forget him. We are humbled by
his service and his sacrifice.

SPECIALIST JAMES CLAY

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, Arkansas
is grieving for a young hero, a coura-
geous soldier who was serving in Iraq
as a member of the 224th Maintenance
Company. This team Kkeeps our troops
safe and their equipment and vehicles
running. It is a mission paramount to
our soldiers’ success.

A member of the National Guard for
almost 7 years, SPC James Clay of
Mountain Home, AR, showed great
commitment and patriotism through-
out his assignment with the 2nd Bat-
talion, 1563rd Infantry Regiment, 39th
Brigade Combat team. Of his service,
MG William Wofford, adjutant general
of the Arkansas National Guard re-
calls, ‘““He was called to serve, and he
answered that call with valiant service.
He was a true patriot and will not soon
be forgotten.”

Specialist Clay’s untimely death has
brought me to the Senate floor today,
but I want to take a minute to honor
his life. He overcame major obstacles
in his personal life, including the death
of both his parents, yet he graduated
from Cotter High School in 2002 where
teachers describe him as outstanding,
considerate, and spirited. Friends re-
member Specialist Clay as a role model
who persevered with dignity and hu-
manity. Everyone who knew this
young hero recalled his great smile and
his compassion for others. It is no sur-
prise that he died fighting for the peace
and security of others.

My prayers go out to Specialist
Clay’s family and friends, particularly
his high school sweetheart and wife,
Mellissa Clay. During his second Inau-
gural Address, Abraham Lincoln
pledged, ‘‘to care for him who shall
have borne the battle and for his widow
and his orphans.” Mrs. Clay, we will
never forget the sacrifice of your loved
one, and we work to honor his memory,
courage, and service to our great Na-
tion.

CORPORAL ADRIAN ROBLES

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor Marine Cpl
Adrian Robles, who was killed in ac-
tion in Afghanistan on October 22, 2008.

Corporal Robles, who was a native of
Scottsbluff, NE, was assigned to the
Second Battalion, 7th Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, based at Twentynine
Palms, CA. He had worked his whole
life to become a marine. At age 16, Cor-
poral Robles told his parents about his
plans to enlist and, at 17, asked that
they sign forms which would allow him
to join before his 18th birthday. His
parents told him to wait, so he finished
high school and then enlisted imme-
diately.

Corporal Robles had previously
served in Operation Iraqi Freedom in
2006, and was on a tour serving in Af-
ghanistan at the time of his death. Cor-
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poral Robles received three good con-
duct medals—an unusual achievement
for such a young marine—as well as
medals for his service in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. He served as a rifleman, the
backbone of the Marine Corps. Origi-
nally deployed to help train Afghan
Army recruits, his unit’s mission
changed as the security situation dete-
riorated; and Corporal. Robles was ‘‘in
the fight” right to the end.

Fully aware of the dangers he faced,
Corporal Robles made the courageous
choice to serve his country and help
the people of Iraqg and Afghanistan
achieve peace and security. He made
the ultimate sacrifice so that others
might enjoy the freedoms he had
known all his life.

Corporal Robles represents all that
we have to be proud of in our Armed
Forces. I commend his bravery and
selflessness while offering my deepest
condolences to the family members he
left behind. It is small comfort for
those who must now go on without one
they loved so dearly, but they know
that Corporal Robles gave his life for a
noble goal. I join all Nebraskans—in-
deed, all Americans—in mourning the
loss of such a fine young man.

———

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS

GORDON SMITH

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President. I thank
you for the opportunity today to pay
tribute to a very special man, caring
husband and father, and great Senator
GORDON SMITH.

Sadly, he will be leaving this august
body soon and returning to private life.
The United States Senate will be losing
a great leader, a man of high integrity,
and a true statesman.

GORDON joined the United States
Senate in January 1997, after winning
an election as a rural conservative in a
State defined by a more liberal land-
scape. After his election, Senator
SMITH quickly made his mark as some-
one both sides of the aisle could work
with for the good of his State and our
Nation. He displayed the characteris-
tics of what I believe makes a truly
great Senator—someone who is willing
to roll up his sleeves and battle for
what he believes is right.

His commitment to Oregon was ex-
emplary. He focused on issues that
were critical to the citizens of his
State including education, health care,
natural resources, and bridging the
rural-urban divide. Along the way he
displayed a true independent streak,
bucking his party when he believed he
needed to go a different direction for
the good of those he represented.

Senator SMITH’s leadership and abili-
ties were greatly appreciated by the
committee members he served with,
and the positions he was asked to as-
sume. As chairman of the Senate Spe-
cial Committee on Aging he presided
over critical issues facing our Nation’s
aging population. In addition, he made
tremendous contributions to four addi-
tional committees: Commerce, Science,
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and Transportation; Energy and Nat-
ural Resources; Indian Affairs; and the
Finance Committee.

He was also selected four times by
the leadership of our party to become
the Deputy Whip, an important posi-
tion we could all look to for guidance
and support.

I had the distinct pleasure of trav-
eling with Senator SMITH on two occa-
sions to Iraq to assess the situation
first-hand, visit with the troops, and
become more intimately familiar with
the challenges facing our country over-
seas. We shared a genuine interest and
concern in the events taking place in
that country, and I will forever be
grateful to Senator SMITH for taking
that journey with me.

Before joining the Senate, GORDON
made his mark in the business world—
assuming the helm of his family’s fro-
zen vegetable processing company. His
strength and commitment steered this
company to new success, and estab-
lished himself as a business leader with
qualities to emulate.

You can’t talk about GORDON SMITH
without talking about the love he has
for people, especially his wonderful
family. GORDON and his wife Sharon
have raised three wonderful children:
Brittany, Garrett, and Morgan. Even
while meeting the demands of his job,
you always knew his thoughts and ac-
tions centered on home.

During his second term in office,
GORDON and Sharon had to face a trag-
edy almost impossible to bear. Their
son, Garrett, lost his battle with de-
pression and grief. As I watched this
deeply grieving father, I was so power-
fully reminded that life isn’t always
about what happens in the walls of the
United States Capitol but it is about
our families, our friends, and the love
we share with those closest to our
souls.

Senator SMITH didn’t just let his
grief consume him—he took action.
Perhaps his proudest accomplishment
in Senate service would be the passing
of a suicide prevention law, named
after his son. This law passed unani-
mously and has made a real difference
in programs across the country that
are designed to help those in critical
emotional need.

I am truly grateful that I have had
the opportunity to serve with this
great man for 12 years. In a town where
true friendships can be rare, I have
been blessed to find a true friend in
GORDON SMITH. Although we didn’t al-
ways agree, our deepest fundamental
beliefs were shaped in the same bed-
rock of less government, opportunities
for all, and integrity in public service.

I always knew that whether in times
of trouble or success, I had found a true
comrade in service, someone I could
trust to do what is right and hold fast
to the notion of public service for the
people.

Robert Louis Stevenson stated, ‘“We
are all travelers in the wilderness of
this world, and the best we can find in
our travels is an honest friend.” GOR-
DON has been just that friend to me.
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I will miss working alongside this
great Senator, and true American.
However, I know that throughout his
life he will continue to work for the
good of others in whatever endeavors
he chooses to follow. I want to wish
GORDON and his wife Sharon and their
children many years of continued suc-
cess, happiness and peace as they trav-
el life’s path together. Thank you for
the opportunity to honor this extraor-
dinary man.

JOHN WARNER

Mr. President, I wish to speak today
in honor of my good friend, the senior
Senator from Virginia. As you know,
Senator WARNER is retiring at the con-
clusion of this the 110th Congress, and
I wanted to take a moment to express
my appreciation for his friendship and
his years of public service.

Senator WARNER’s retirement marks
the end of a career in the service of the
United States that has spanned more
than 6 decades. JOHN, having been born
in 1927 and raised right here in Wash-
ington, DC, enlisted in the Navy during
World War II in January 1945. After the
conclusion of the war, he left the mili-
tary to pursue a legal education at the
University of Virginia, only to rejoin
the Navy, this time with the Marines,
to serve in the Korean War.

In 1953, he finished his legal studies
while still serving in the Marine Corps
Reserves and spent the next 7 years as
a government attorney, first as a clerk
for a U.S. appeals court judge, then as
an assistant U.S. attorney. Senator
WARNER left the public sector in 1960 to
pursue a career in private legal prac-
tice, though it would not be long until
he was called into service again.

In 1969, he was appointed by Presi-
dent Richard Nixon to serve as the
Under Secretary of the Navy. Just over
3 years later, he succeeded John H.
Chafee as the Secretary of the Navy.
This, of course, was a unique era in the
history of U.S. diplomacy and, as Naval
Secretary, JOHN was involved in a num-
ber of diplomatic efforts involving the
Soviet Union, most notably the Sea
Executive Agreement.

JOHN’s political career began in 1978
when he was elected to represent the
State of Virginia in the Senate. He is
the second longest serving Senator in
Virginia’s history and, by a margin of
many years, the longest serving Repub-
lican from the State. Of course, JOHN
and I have crossed paths many times
during our years in the Senate. We
served together on the HELP Com-
mittee and the Select Committee on
Intelligence. But, for me, one of the
most memorable times I shared with
JOHN took place outside the Halls of
the Senate.

During the August recess of 1985, my
son Jess and I were joined by JOHN and
his son on a fishing and boating trip in
Utah. During one day of the trip, after
returning from a hike, I was surprised
to see a ghostly-looking creature sit-
ting in our campsite. As it turned out,
JOHN and some of the others had
formed a mud hole down near the river,
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and he had been diving in and out of it.
By the time I had returned to the
campsite, JOHN was covered head to toe
in pumice mud. Apparently, the mud
was good for the skin, but at the time
I was unaware of this fact.

On the last day of the trip, JOHN and
I were fishing on Lake Powell and I
was lucky enough to catch an 8 pound
60 striped bass. He was impressed with
my catch and he asked if he could keep
it, apparently he wanted it as a trophy.
That evening, we flew up north to an
event in Deer Valley, UT, but because
we didn’t have time to change after the
flight, we showed up in our fishing
clothes. JOHN strode into the fancy ski
lodge to meet the shirt-and-tied crowd
sporting his jeans and carrying my fish
around with him! Though I can’t be

certain, it sure seemed like he was
proud of it.
But, seriously, Mr. President, Sen-

ator WARNER will always be remem-
bered for his even-tempered nature and
for his work on behalf of our men and
women in the military. He has never
been one to follow the crowd for par-
tisanship’s sake, always choosing to
follow his own conscience. I must
admit that, over the years, JOHN and I
have found ourselves in disagreement
over issues that I believed to be of vital
importance. But he was always one to
respect the views of his colleagues in
either party, even if he went a different
way in the end.

I wish JOHN and his wife Jeanne the
best of luck in all their future endeav-
ors. I think I speak for all my Senate
colleagues when I say that the Senate
will be a lesser place without JOHN in
it.

ELIZABETH DOLE

Mr. President, I wish to speak today
regarding Senator ELIZABETH DOLE,
who will be departing from the United
States Senate. I have known Senator
DOLE well and I am sure I am joined by
many of my colleagues in saying that
she will be missed.

Senator DOLE has shown her enthu-
siasm and commitment firsthand
through her vast contributions over
the last 6 years. Her true courage is the
powerful force behind her remarkable
public service career. Most important,
Senator DOLE can conceive and articu-
late goals that lift people and unite
them in the pursuit of objectives wor-
thy of their best efforts.

As we look back on the challenges of
our economy, Senator DOLE has be-
come a robust leader in helping our
country focus on creating jobs,
strengthening national security, im-
proving education, and making quality
health care more affordable and acces-
sible. Her initial determination was
demonstrated as she graduated from
Duke University and Harvard Law
School, then entering her public career
by serving under multiple U.S. Presi-
dents, including Ronald Regan and
George H.W. Bush. Throughout her ca-
reer, she served as Secretary of Trans-
portation, Secretary of Labor, and
head of the American Red Cross. She
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continued her public service by bring-
ing her zeal to the Senate as the first
female U.S. Senator from North Caro-
lina.

As a fellow Senator, ELIZABETH dis-
plays qualities of a true southern belle.
She is a powerful role model. Her ef-
forts to make North Carolina and
America safer, stronger, and healthier
have not gone unnoticed. Most impor-
tantly, she has played a key role in
serving on the Senate Armed Services,
Banking, Small Business and Aging
Committees.

Mr. President, I extend my deepest
gratitude to Senator DOLE. I can say,
without reservation, that she is a dedi-
cated public servant and friend.

JOHN SUNUNU

Mr. President, I rise to speak today
regarding the departure of my es-
teemed colleague from New Hampshire,
Senator JOHN SUNUNU. I have known
Senator SUNUNU and his family for
many years now, and I have worked
closely with Senator SUNUNU since he
first joined Congress in 1996 in the
House of Representatives and then in
the Senate since 2002. Today, I am sure
that I am joined by many of my col-
leagues in saying that his service, his
thoughtfulness, and his friendship in
this institution will be missed.

Often referred to as one of the smart-
est people in Congress, Senator SUNUNU
earned bachelor of science and master
of science degrees in mechanical engi-
neering from the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT). Setting the
bar even higher, he also went on to
earn a Master of Business Administra-
tion from Harvard University. Armed
with that kind of education, it would
have been easy for Senator SUNUNU to
spend the rest of his days on a career
track that would have compensated
him and his family in ways that most
of us only dream about. Instead, after
only a few short years in the private
sector, Senator SUNUNU chose to put
his mind to work in Congress at solv-
ing some of the most pressing problems
and issues of our day. It is for that
dedication of service to his country to
which I pay tribute today.

In addition to being one of the smart-
est people in Congress, Senator SUNUNU
also holds the well-known title of being
the youngest Senator currently serving
in our legislative body. While that feat
alone is impressive in its own right, I
also like to think of Senator SUNUNU as
one of the most thoughtful Senators
currently serving in the Senate. Spe-
cifically, Mr. President, I mention Sen-
ator SUNUNU’s act of friendship and sol-
idarity in 2005 when he shaved his own
hair and stood alongside our mutual
friend, Senator ARLEN SPECTER, as he
underwent chemotherapy treatment. A
simple act, indeed, but it is one that
has not gone unnoticed and it is one
that illustrates the thoughtfulness of a
man and a Senator who stood by his
colleague in a time of great need. It is
that compassionate thoughtfulness of
which we will all miss.

From his thoughtful work on energy
and climate change legislation to his
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valued friendship while working to-
gether on the Finance Committee, Sen-
ator SUNUNU has done a tremendous job
for the people of New Hampshire and
our nation. As a colleague, I appreciate
his instrumental support of the Flag
Desecration Amendment in 2006. As a
friend, I convey my highest admiration
and respect for what he has been able
to accomplish while here in the Senate.
It is that spirit of friendship of which
all of us could always gain a little
something from.

I wish Senator SUNUNU and his lovely
family the best and thank them for the
years of service Senator SUNUNU has
been able to provide to this body as a
result of their sacrifice. Senator
SUNUNU’s journey in the U.S. Senate
would not be complete without their
support, and I am sure that they will
all be happy to have their loving hus-
band and father around the house a lit-
tle more often. Without hesitation, Mr.
President, I can say that our loss is
their gain. To Senator SUNUNU and his
family, I extend my deepest gratitude
for the countless hours of service, the
simple acts of thoughtfulness, and the
years of friendship they have extended
to me, my colleagues, and the people of
the United States. Given Senator
SUNUNU’s track record, I am certain
that we will be hearing more about him
for many years to come.

WAYNE ALLARD

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, when the
final gavel brings an end to the current
session of Congress, my good friend
WAYNE ALLARD has chosen to retire
from the U.S. Senate. I know we will
all miss him and the strong and power-
ful voice he has been for Colorado and
the West. His eye for detail and focus
on the issues that are of such great im-
portance to his constituents and mine
will be very difficult to replace.

WAYNE is quite a remarkable guy. He
knew at a very young age that he
wanted to be a veterinarian and so he
directed all his efforts to pursuing that
calling. He graduated from Colorado
State University with a degree in vet-
erinary medicine and opened a veteri-
nary practice in Loveland, CO, with his
wife Joan.

As he worked at the profession he
loved he got to know the people of the
area and the problems they faced every
day. He wanted to do more than just
take care of their animals and live-
stock, so he started to branch out to a
career in politics. He knew he could
find the time for both his practice and
for politics and the challenge of learn-
ing something new interested him.

WAYNE had one great advantage as he
began—his family’s deep Colorado
roots. WAYNE’s great-great-grandfather
was a trapper and an explorer and he
was one of the first permanent settlers
of northern Colorado. His family was
among the first to move into the area
and establish a home there.

WAYNE grew up on the family ranch.
He learned at an early age the impor-
tance of a hard day’s work and of al-
ways doing your best. His days were
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spent baling hay and helping out with
whatever needed to be done around the
ranch from dawn to dusk. Life on the
ranch taught him a lot and instilled in
him the values and principles that have
served him well throughout his life and
his political career.

WAYNE is a strong believer in the
idea of a citizen-politician. He believes
that the more experience we have in
the workforce, the better we are able
to find legislative solutions to address
the problems faced by families across
the Nation.

That philosophy guided WAYNE’s ef-
forts in the House and helped him win
his present seat in the Senate in 1997.
That was the same year that I came to
Washington and WAYNE was one of the
first people I met. Our shared commit-
ment to the people of the West made us
natural allies.

It was soon after we were sworn in as
freshman Senators that WAYNE told me
about his plans to hold an annual con-
ference to get his constituents more in-
volved in the day-to-day operations of
the Government. His dream took shape
as the Allard Capital Conference. This
annual event gives those who attend an
opportunity to learn more about how
their Government works, and to share
their good ideas about how to change
things. When it is over, it sends all
those who attend back home to Colo-
rado with a hefty dose of encourage-
ment to continue the dialogue they
began here. It has been a great success
and WAYNE has been able to attract
many of Washington’s leaders to par-
ticipate along with an impressive list
of Senators from both sides of the
aisle.

History will show that WAYNE has
been so successful in the Senate be-
cause he is committed to getting
things done—and not in making sure
he gets the credit. It is another philos-
ophy we share. You can get just about
anything done if you don’t care who
gets the credit for it. WAYNE has been
a workhorse more than a showhorse
and that has always pleased his con-
stituents.

Over the years, WAYNE’s commitment
to fiscal sanity has been so strong and
so compelling that it drove him to give
up his seats on the Armed Services and
Environmental and Public Works Com-
mittees to join the Appropriations
Committee. From there he took the
reins of the Legislative Branch Sub-
committee and began the difficult and
demanding task of overseeing the con-
struction of the Capitol Visitor Center.
Up till then, the project had been the
center of a lot of attention because
there were so many cost overruns,
delays in its construction, and ques-
tions about how the project was being
managed. WAYNE brought some sanity
to the process. He started checking in
on the work being done on a regular
basis and his oversight brought a much
needed sense of accountability to the
project which is now about to open its
doors to the people who come to visit
our Nation’s Capitol every year. In the
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years to come, the Capitol Visitor Cen-
ter will be part of the legacy of
WAYNE’s service to the people of our
Nation.

There is another area of achievement
that WAYNE is probably more proud
of—and that is his work on the Great
Sand Dunes National Park, his success-
ful effort to convert Rocky Flats,
which was formerly a nuclear weapons
facility, to a national wildlife refuge,
and his determination to protect and
preserve the area around the Rio
Grande River. All these projects were
important to him because they enabled
him to make a difference back home in
Colorado.

Now that his Washington years are
drawing to a close, WAYNE would be the
first to give a lion’s share of the credit
for all he has accomplished to his wife
Joan. She was there from the start,
working alongside him in his veteri-
nary clinic and she is still by his side,
the most important part of his work in
the Senate. They have long been a re-
markable team and it can truly be said
that he and I both overmarried. Joan
has been his best friend, his most trust-
ed adviser, and his wisest political ad-
viser and counselor.

Now they will return to Colorado and
to the life that they love. I don’t know
what WAYNE’s plans are for the future,
but I hope and expect I will continue to
hear from him whenever he thinks that
we just aren’t getting it right when it
comes to the budget, the environment,
or any of the other issues that have
driven him during his service in the
Senate. Whatever he decides to do, I
know we will continue to hear from
him and that is something that can
only continue to serve us all well.
WAYNE is a special guy who loves Colo-
rado and his country and he has dedi-
cated his life to making them better
places for us and for future generations
to live. He can retire secure in the
knowledge that he has succeeded be-
cause he cared enough to serve.

Thank you, WAYNE, for your heart-
felt commitment to Colorado and the
Nation, for your willingness to serve
the people in the Senate and most of
all, thank you for your friendship.
Diana joins in sending all the best for
a continued rich and rewarding life to
you and Joan. And WAYNE, for me,
please keep track of and share the good
fishing spots. I know most of them will
be in Wyoming.

LARRY CRAIG

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I appreciate
having this opportunity to wish LARRY
CRAIG all the best as he retires and re-
turns home to his beloved Idaho. I have
enjoyed having a chance to work with
him on issues of concern to the people
of our States. He has been an impor-
tant part of the work we have done on
many of the issues that have come to
the floor of the Senate and he will be
difficult to replace.

Ever since he first arrived in the Sen-
ate, LARRY has been a champion for the
West and a strong and powerful voice
on the issues that concern the people of
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Wyoming and Idaho. His dedication to
making his home State a better place
to live and his determination to make
a difference in the Nation through his
service in the Senate has made him a
force to be reckoned with for many
years.

LARRY has long Idaho roots that date
back to his family’s arrival in Idaho
more than a century ago. He was born
on the family ranch that his grand-
father had homesteaded back in 1899.
The ranch has been the proud home of
the Craig family ever since.

Sometime during the days when
LARRY was a young man growing up in
Idaho, he was bitten by the political
bug. It got him started on the path to-
ward what would be a career of public
service. Then, in 1974, LARRY was elect-
ed to the Idaho State Senate. It set
him on a path that would take him to
the United States Senate.

Because of his background as a
rancher and a farmer, LARRY knows the
importance of the land and the need for
us to be good stewards of all the re-
sources under our control. After all, as
we have heard so very often, when it
comes to the land, they aren’t making
any more of it. That is why LARRY has
always been determined to ensure that
Idaho’s natural treasures were well
taken care of. It is not an exaggeration
to say that LARRY has been the guard-
ian at the gate to ensure the Federal
Government didn’t overstep its bound-
aries and overregulate the land in
Idaho during his watch.

His commitment to the land and to
the people of Idaho who rely on it for
their livelihood particularly showed
itself during his service on the Energy
and Natural Resources Committee. He
took full advantage of the opportunity
to work against any effort that would
adversely affect the ability of the peo-
ple of Idaho to make good use of their
State’s land. Also on his agenda was
the Endangered Species Act and the
problems that had come with its appli-
cation. It was a fight LARRY was deter-
mined to win and he did more than just
express his concern. He rolled up his
sleeves and got to work. The new law
he helped to write is not only more ef-
fective, but it is also designed to mini-
mize its impact on property rights, em-
ployment and our State and local
economies.

In the years to come I will most re-
member LARRY for his ability to
present his case with power and emo-
tion whenever he would speak in com-
mittee or on the floor. LARRY’S speak-
ing and his debating skills are second
to none. He has been called one of the
most influential of all the western Sen-
ators and his conservative style has
proven to be one of his greatest
strengths.

LARRY is probably best known for his
work on immigration and his support
for the ability of seasonal workers to
come to the United States to work on
our farms. He knows the importance of
developing solutions to tough problems
like immigration that do not hurt
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State economies or make life harder
for our family farms and ranches.

The habits that he learned on the
family ranch have been with him his
entire life and that is why you will
usually find him hard at work in his
garden. It is his favorite activity when
he is away from his office and it is one
he can share with his grandchildren. As
the grandfather of three children my-
self, I can identify with his interest
and the time he sets aside to be with
his eight grandchildren.

Speaking of his favorite hobby, he
once said, “My wife knows she’s not a
golf widow or a skiing or a hunting
widow. She’s a gardening widow.”
LARRY is also a tremendous artist. His
“works” are widely prized and col-
lected.

LARRY, I will be sorry to see you and
Suzanne leave, saddlebags flapping in
the wind as you ride off into the sun-
set. Now there will be time for all the
things you have been putting off for
some day, for now there will be plenty
of some days for you to share with Su-
zanne. Diana and I wish you all the
best in whatever you choose to do in
the coming years. As we have found,
the end of one great adventure is only
the beginning of the next. So it will be
for you. Good luck and God bless.

PETE DOMENICI

Mr. President, it is always a bitter-
sweet moment in time for me when we
come to the close of a session of Con-
gress. As the clock counts down the
final hours of our legislative activities,
it also signals the day when several of
our colleagues will be retiring and end-
ing their service in the United States
Senate. When the current session ends,
one of my good friends and great allies
in the Senate will be returning home to
his beloved New Mexico. He is Senator
PETE DOMENICI and I know we will all
miss him and his powerful presence in
the Senate.

In the months to come, PETE may no
longer be serving with us, but he will
not be forgotten. He has left his mark
on the Senate and on us all in too
many ways for us not to remember him
and how hard he has been working for
the people of New Mexico, the West,
and the Nation over the years. Every
day he came to the Senate he was fo-
cused on what he could do today to
make our tomorrows better for us all.
The leadership he provided on so many
issues will be very difficult to replace.

PETE began his career right out of
college when he was deemed to be a
good enough pitcher to be signed by a
Brooklyn Dodgers farm team. It was a
good life, but it wasn’t the one for
PETE. He decided after the season was
over that baseball wasn’t what he
wanted to do and so he decided instead
to do a different kind of pitching—to
the people of the city he lived in. That
pitch helped launch him on his true
life’s work—serving the people of his
State and helping to make New Mexico
a better place to live.

When PETE decided to get involved in
politics his friends told him he was
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making a big mistake. They warned
him that it was a tough way to make a
living and that it would be a rough life.
Politics is a harsh affair, they told
him, and they warned him that people
would attack him and his reputation.
They wondered why a guy who had
such great gifts wanted to take on
what would be a very difficult chal-
lenge.

We are very fortunate that PETE
didn’t take their advice. Instead, he de-
cided to run for the Senate and to
bring his case to the people. To no
one’s surprise they liked what they
heard and PETE came to Washington
after the 1972 elections. They have been
sending him back here with enthu-
siasm ever since.

It is not an easy thing to sum up a
career in the Senate that has spanned
four decades. That is the mark of an in-
dividual who has dared to try to
achieve great things—and succeeded.
He came to the Senate with a great
awareness of what needed to be done
and with a combination of his own
brand of style and substance he has
been part of a great effort to make
those goals a reality.

Looking over his record in the Sen-
ate, it shows that PETE has been a key
player in our work to achieve energy
independence. Together with his New
Mexico colleague, JEFF BINGAMAN,
PETE worked to bring a national en-
ergy bill that seemed doomed to be
stalled forever to the floor for a vote
and on to the President’s desk for his
signature. PETE was always willing to
work with any Member, no matter
their place on the political spectrum, if
it meant making progress on a key
issue. That is why I would sum up
PETE’S career in one word—success.
PETE has a knack of finding a way to
make things happen and we have all
benefited from his abilities.

For my part, I also worked with him
on the Mental Health Parity bill. For
too long the provisions of our health
care system provided unequally for
physical health and mental health
problems. PETE knew that was unfair,
and he was determined to do something
about it. Working together with me
and the chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions, Senator EDWARD KEN-
NEDY, PETE was able to help bring a bill
to the floor that required health insur-
ance plans that offer mental health
coverage to provide it on an equal level
with that afforded to physical illnesses.
It is a major change in health care cov-
erage that will make life better for
millions and millions of Americans. It
is a major accomplishment and it will
serve as a special part of his legacy of
achievements in the Senate.

In the months to come we will also
miss PETE’s leadership and his wise
counsel as we continue to work on the
economic problems facing the Nation.
PETE is an expert on budget issues and
he has served as our Budget Committee
chairman. As I have served alongside
him over the years, I have appreciated
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having the opportunity to observe him
in action and work with him on meas-
ures of concern to us both. He has been
a tireless worker in the effort to bring
the Nation’s expense account to a bien-
nial budget. He has also fought long
and hard to try to put a rein on run-
away Federal spending. He was willing
to do whatever was necessary to reach
an agreement that would balance the
budget. He got that done by once again
working with Members of both sides of
the aisle and a Democrat administra-
tion. That was just like him. If there
was a way to get something done, PETE
usually found it, and the new way he
helped develop usually got the bill
passed and signed into law.

For me and for most of us, what I
will most remember is PETE’s person-
ality and his great warmth. He is a
genuine good guy who is very down to
Earth. He is a gentle man and a gen-
tleman in every sense of the word. He
is a man of great faith who believes
that public service is the rent we pay
for the space we occupy on God’s green
Earth. Simply put, he is the kind of
person you would want to have for a
friend. That is why so many of us
treasure his friendship. He is loyal and
close to other Members and to all his
staff. He treats his staff like Members
of his extended family and not like
staff. I think that is why they work so
hard for him. They love him like a fa-
ther because he treats them, as he
treats everyone he knows, with kind-
ness and respect.

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention
his wife, Nancy. She has been a pillar
of strength and a source of great sup-
port and encouragement to him in his
life. I like to say that PETE and I both
overmarried. She has been an essential
member of his team since they met and
I know he would say that whatever suc-
cess has come to him in his life he owes
in great degree to her influence. She is
his greatest friend, his wisest counselor
and his closest confidante. Together
they have done a tremendous job for
the people of New Mexico and the influ-
ence they have had on it can be seen
from one corner of the State to the
other. She has been a partner in the
fight for mental health parity.

The story is told that when PETE was
accepted into law school his father
made him a deal. I will finance your
law school education, he told him, but
only if you agree to my terms. If you
do well, I will be proud to pay your
way. If you bring home an “F” I will
expect to be repaid.

Well, my friend, as you return home,
your father would be very proud of the
report card you will take with you
from the Senate and from the people of
New Mexico. You have done a great job
and everything you have done in your
life and in your career you have done
very well. You take with us our great
praise and an ‘“‘A” from us all for ef-
fort, for the work you have done and
for the results you have achieved. God
bless and be with you, PETE and Nancy.
I know we will all miss you and think
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of you often. Make sure you leave your
number with us for I know we will be
reaching out to you for your advice and
thoughtful suggestions in the days to
come. That is one thing that will never
change.

JOHN WARNER

Mr. President, I appreciate having
this opportunity to join with my col-
leagues in wishing JOHN WARNER all
the best as he retires from the United
States Senate after 30 years of service
to the people of Virginia. JOHN has had
a long and distinguished career and he
will be greatly missed.

Like so many of us, JOHN’s early
years had a great influence on his life
and helped to shape his character and
mold his destiny. JOHN’s father was a
surgeon and he saw to it that JOHN’s
education began at an early age and in-
cluded samples of just about every-
thing there was to learn. JOHN was
soon picking up on a course of study
that included math, music, science,
Latin and much, much more.

During those early years, JOHN felt
the call to serve his country, so he
joined the Navy when he was 17 years
old so he could be part of our Nation’s
heroic effort in World War II. He then
joined the Marines in 1950 to be part of
our forces fighting the Korean war.

JOHN’s service in our Armed Forces
and his tenure as our Secretary of the
Navy has made him one of the Senate’s
strongest and most Kknowledgeable
voices on the use of our Nation’s mili-
tary. He has been one of the Congress’
most respected and most sought after
experts on our actions in Iraq, the war
against terrorism, and our efforts in
Iraq and Afghanistan. His experience
has also made him a leader in the Sen-
ate’s oversight on defense spending.

Through the years, JOHN has been an
important part of the debate on global
warming. His concern about the issue
and the future of our Nation led him to
ask us for our good ideas and common
sense proposals, regardless of our party
affiliation, in an effort to reach a con-
sensus on the issue that would ulti-
mately lead us to a workable solution.

There are two important reasons why
JOHN has been such a tireless worker
on this and other similar issues. JOHN
shares my love of the great outdoors
and all that it has to offer. He enjoys
taking time from his busy schedule to
hunt and fish with his grandchildren.
He remembers the days he spent with
his father taking part in those great
activities and he wants to give his
grandchildren the same gift. So do I. I
think that shows JOHN WARNER has a
streak of Wyoming in him and has
fished there.

In the years that I have served with
JOHN I have always been impressed
with his unique style and his ability to
present his positions on the issues with
great power and force. JOHN has always
been one to reach out to members on
both sides of the aisle, and his ability
to bring us together on the issues has
helped us to develop answers to prob-
lems that seemed to elude us. I don’t
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think anyone has a better grasp of the
importance of finding a third way to do
things than JOHN. He knows that there
are always three ways of beginning our
work on the issues. The first two lead
to gridlock as they are the extreme po-
sitions on the issue. The third way is
closer to the middle and has elements
in it that everyone can agree on. That
is usually what gets things done.

That has always been JOHN’S measure
of success. He has never been one who
was concerned about making points, he
has always been interested in making
progress.

JOHN will always be remembered for
the leadership he brought to the Sen-
ate on a number of issues that con-
cerned him. As he worked on them all
he showed his independence and his
willingness to consider all viewpoints
to find the one that he thought stood
the best chance of succeeding, on the
floor and in the field. JOHN would be an
excellent diplomat because he knows
how to disagree without being dis-
agreeable. He has forged good working
relationships with us all and that is
why he has so many friends in the Sen-
ate.

JOHN has been a great public servant
and his career shows the results he has
been able to achieve in every area of
his life. I am proud of his service in the
Senate on behalf of the people of Vir-
ginia, his service in our Armed Forces,
and especially, I am proud to call him
my friend.

It is always difficult at the end of the
session to say goodbye to our col-
leagues who are retiring. We have
worked together for so many years
that we will miss their thoughtful sug-
gestions, their well chosen words and
their commitment to the issues we
have worked on together.

For JOHN, the good part of goodbye is
the knowledge that we will meet again
and, I am sure, we will work together
again, laugh again, and continue to
enjoy all that life has to offer again.
This is not a time to say goodbye, just
a reminder to be well until we see each
other again.

Diana joins in sending our best wish-
es to you, JOHN and to Jeanne. You de-
serve nothing but the best life has to
offer and you shall have it. I look for-
ward to the days ahead and a time
when we can get out our fishing poles
and explore some of Virginia’s best riv-
ers and streams. Good luck and God
bless.

CHUCK HAGEL

Mr. President, soon the last remain-
ing items of business on the legislative
calendar will be taken up and the cur-
rent session of Congress will draw to a
close. When it does, several of our col-
leagues will be returning home and
leaving public service. We will miss
them, their good ideas and the touch of
creativity they brought to our work in
the Senate during their years of service
to the people of their home States.

When I am asked about the members
with whom I have had the privilege to
serve during my Senate career, CHUCK
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HAGEL will certainly come to mind. I
don’t think anyone has a more inter-
esting life story to tell than CHUCK and
certainly few have achieved the level of
success he has been able to attain in
his public life and in the business
world.

CHUCK grew up in a small Nebraska
town where he learned the value of a
day’s work at an earlier than usual
age. CHUCK found his first job when he
was only nine and he’s been hard at
work ever since. When he lost his fa-
ther at the age of 16 it fell to him, as
the oldest child, to help raise the
younger ones of his family.

That was also about the time that
CHUCK made his first run for office.
When he was in high school he decided
to run for Student Council President.
He knew he would have to do some-
thing different in his campaign to sepa-
rate himself from the others who were
running, so he tied a chicken to the
hood of his car and drove around the
school announcing the reasons why he
was in the race. No one had ever seen
anything quite like that before and he
won quite easily I am sure.

After his high school years, CHUCK
heard the call to serve his country and
he and his brother joined the Army and
served in Vietnam. He was seriously
wounded twice and received two Purple
Hearts during his military service.
During one of his missions, he and his
brother were trapped in their armored
personnel carrier when an enemy mine
exploded beneath them. CHUCK pulled
his unconscious brother to safety and
probably saved his life. It took 10 years
for him to fully heal from the effects of
the injuries he suffered that day.

When he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska he began his political
career in earnest. He joined the staff of
a Republican congressman from Ne-
braska and impressed him and his staff
so much that he steadily rose in re-
sponsibility to be his top aide.

Equally impressive has been CHUCK’S
success as a businessman. He sold al-
most all he had to begin a cellular
phone company with two partners. His
hard work and determination to suc-
ceed paid off and his investment was
multiplied many times over.

That kind of success would have been
enough for most people, but not for
CHUCK. CHUCK felt the call to bigger
things and he set his sights on going to
Washington to make life a little better
for the people back home in Nebraska.

That was his platform when CHUCK
ran for the Senate in 1996. The experts
thought he was a long shot and a lot of
people said he didn’t stand a chance.
Once again, CHUCK defied the odds and
relied on the judgment of the people of
Nebraska instead of the predictions of
the experts. The people of Nebraska
knew a good thing when they saw it
and CHUCK was sent to the Senate to
represent them.

CHUCK and I were part of the same
freshman class and when we arrived we
both looked forward to being named to
the committees on which we would
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serve so we could make a difference for
our States and the Nation. CHUCK was
very pleased and proud when Senator
LUGAR offered him an invitation to join
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee.

CHUCK took full advantage of the op-
portunity and made it the focus of his
efforts in the Senate. He made a point
of visiting other countries and meeting
with foreign leaders to increase his ex-
pertise on foreign policy. Working
closely with Senator LUGAR and Sen-
ator BIDEN, he has been a voice on the
committee that is sought after for his
perspective on the issues that involve
our relations with other countries.

Over the years I have enjoyed serving
with CHUCK and working with him on
two of his top priorities, cutting Fed-
eral spending and making our tax sys-
tem more workable and more respon-
sive to the needs of our national econ-
omy. He can be very proud of all he has
achieved, especially his support of fast
track authority so the President could
negotiate trade deals that cannot be
changed by the Congress. His work in
the area of international trade has
made a great difference throughout the
United States and helped improve our
relationship with our trading partners.

Now CHUCK’s Washington years are
coming to a close and he will be mov-
ing on together with Lilibet to some-
thing new and different in their lives.
Diana and I have always found that
when one great adventure ends another
one takes its place. That is our wish
for you. Whatever the future holds for
you and Lilibet we wish you all the
best. The only good part about saying
goodbye is the knowledge that you will
keep in touch with us and continue to
offer your good advice and the unique
brand of common sense that you
learned from your service in Wash-
ington, your success in your business,
and your years growing up in Ne-
braska, Wyoming’s neighbor to the
East.

———

FURTHER CHANGES TO S. CON.
RES. 70

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, pursu-
ant to section 223 of S. Con. Res. 70, I
previously filed adjustments to the 2009
budget resolution for H.R. 2095, the
Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008.
Those adjustments reflected the Con-
gressional Budget Office’s estimate at
that time of the budgetary effects of
H.R. 2095.

CBO has since revised that estimate,
increasing the amount of net savings
over both 5 and 10 years. As such, H.R.
2095 still meets the conditions required
for the release of the reserve fund
under section 223, including being fully
paid for over both the 6- and 1ll-year
time periods.

Consequently, I am revising the ad-
justments made on September 29 pur-
suant to section 223 to reflect CBO’s
updated estimate. This adjustment af-
fects both the budgetary aggregates
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and the allocation provided to the Sen-
ate Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation Committee.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the following re-
visions to S. Con. Res. 70.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2009—S. CON. RES. 70; FURTHER REVISIONS TO
THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION
223 DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND FOR INVEST-
MENTS IN AMERICA'S INFRASTRUCTURE

[In billions of dollars]

Section 101

(1)(A) Federal Revenues:
FY 2008

FY 2009
FY 2010
FY 2011
FY 2012

1,875.401
2,029.667
2,204.701
2,413.291
2,506.069
2,626.577

—3.999
—67.732
FY 2010 21.303
FY 2011 —14.779
FY 2012 —151.526
FY 2013 —123.642

(2) New Budget Authority:
FY 2008 2,564.237

FY 2009
FY 2010
FY 2011
FY 2012

FY 2013

(3) Budget Outlays:
FY 2008
FY 2009
FY 2010
FY 2011

FY 2012
FY 2013

FY 2013
(1)(B) Change in Federal Revenues:
FY 2008

FY 2009

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2009—S. CON. RES. 70; FURTHER REVISIONS TO
THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION
223 DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND FOR INVEST-
MENTS IN AMERICA'S INFRASTRUCTURE

[In millions of dollars]

Current Allocation to Senate Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation Committee:
FY 2008 Budget Authority 13,964.
FY 2008 Outlays
FY 2009 Budget AUthOMitY ....vveevereeeeercrereieeseeessers
FY 2009 Outlays
FY 2009-2013 Budget Authority ..
FY 2009-2013 Outlays .......cccc......
Adjustments:
FY 2008 Budget AUthOitY .......ocvveveeerecrrrevierserecrreiies 0
FY 2008 Outlays 0
FY 2009 Budget AUthOrity .....oovoerveeeeeriereieeseresiis 0
FY 2009 Outlays 0
8
8

FY 2009-2013 Budget Authority .. —
FY 2009-2013 Outlays .......cccc...... -
Revised Allocation to Senate Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation Committee:
FY 2008 Budget AUthOrity ........coovveveerriierrieeseirensiies
FY 2008 Outlays
FY 2009 Budget Authority ........ccccccoovoeriimieerieresieniiiennns
FY 2009 Outlays
FY 2009-2013 Budget Authority ..
FY 2009-2013 Outlays ................

——————

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND
ENERGY EFFICIENCY CAUCUS

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about a subject that is
near and dear to my heart, the Senate
Renewable Energy and Energy Effi-
ciency Caucus.

Would the distinguished gentlemen
from North Dakota and Idaho engage
in a colloquy with me on this topic?

Mr. DORGAN. I would be pleased to
engage in such a colloquy.
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Mr. CRAPO. I would also like to join
my colleagues in a colloquy on this
matter.

Mr. ALLARD. I thank my colleagues.
The need for a strong renewable energy
policy has never been more timely.
This is something I have worked on for
many years. As a member of the House
of Representatives I was a member of
the House Renewable Energy Caucus,
and when I was elected to the Senate,
discovered that no such similar caucus
existed here. So I, along with Senators
JEFF BINGAMAN, TIM JOHNSON, JIM JEF-
FORDS, and BoOB KERRY, founded the
Senate Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Caucus.

The caucus is still going strong today
with leadership from Senator BYRON
DORGAN, Senator JOE LIEBERMAN, and
myself. It is a nonpartisan group that
strives to increase awareness of the
various forms of renewable energy and
energy efficiency technologies in the
United States.

I have been honored to serve as the
Republican cochair since the inception
of the Senate caucus, during this time
we have seen the caucus membership
grow and today more than a third of
the Senate is a member. The caucus
has hosted numerous events and brief-
ings and helped hundreds of renewable
energy groups display their ideas and
technologies. It has also been a forum
for sharing thousands of news articles
relating to renewable energy and en-
ergy efficiency.

As many of you know, I am retiring
from the Senate at the end of this term
and will no longer serve as cochair of
the caucus. I am proud of the work
that the caucus has done, and I am
confident it will continue to do great
work in the future.

I know it will do great work in the
future because it will have strong lead-
ership. I greatly appreciate the work of
the other cochairs, Senators DORGAN
and LIEBERMAN. They have a remark-
able dedication to renewable energy.
With the addition of the new Repub-
lican cochair, I have no doubt that the
caucus will be as strong as ever.

The man replacing me on the caucus
is an ardent advocate for renewable en-
ergy, Senator MIKE CRAPO. As a mem-
ber of the Senate Finance Committee,
Senator CRAPO has helped craft suc-
cessful legislation to provide tax cred-
its for production and investment in
renewable energy such as wind, solar,
and geothermal, and as a member of
the Senate Agriculture Committee, he
supported expanded usage of renewable
biofuels.

Senator CRAPO also represents a
State that is passionate about renew-
able energy and energy efficiency. The
State of Idaho has received awards for
its dedication to renewable energy and
cutting edge research is taking place
every day at the fine colleges and uni-
versities in Idaho.

Mr ALLARD. Senator DORGAN, you
have helped me cochair the caucus for
several years, and your efforts have
been invaluable. Do you share my esti-
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mation that Senator CRAPO will make
a strong co-chair?

Mr. DORGAN. Yes.

Mr. ALLARD. Senator CRAPO you
have been a strong advocate for renew-
able energy for years, and I am sure are
looking forward to cochairing the cau-
cus. Do you have any comments?

Mr. CRAPO. Yes. I have long admired
the work of Senator ALLARD in forming
and developing the caucus over the
years. I am honored to be chosen as the
next cochair of the caucus and am
eager to build on the work he has ac-
complished thus far.

As you mentioned, my home State of
Idaho is one of the Nation’s leaders in
renewable energy. Idaho has significant
and developed hydropower, wind, and
geothermal energy resources, which
has led us to have one of the five low-
est per capita and total emissions pro-
files of any State. The research being
done on these technologies, as well as
energy efficiency, biofuels, and alter-
native energy resources such as nu-
clear power at the Idaho National Lab-
oratory, University of Idaho, Boise
State and Idaho State Universities, is
remarkable and nationally recognized.

Energy issues have arrived at center
stage in the public eye and energy sup-
ply, prices, and environmental effects
are at the forefront of concern. All of
us here, regardless of political affili-
ation, can agree that developing a
sound domestic energy plan that pro-
vides an adequate supply of clean and
affordable energy is a benefit to our
Nation. I look forward, along with Sen-
ators DORGAN and LIEBERMAN, to edu-
cating members and promoting renew-
able energy and efficiency measures in
the upcoming Congress to achieve that
goal.

———

SBIR/STTR REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2008

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, in July,
the Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship passed S. 3362, the
SBIR/STTR Reauthorization Act of
2008, by a unanimous 19-0 vote. Since
then, Senator SNOWE, myself, and oth-
ers have worked diligently to address
concerns that have been expressed to
us by our colleagues and the adminis-
tration, and we reached an agreement
with the administration on the terms
of the bill. Unfortunately, at the last
minute, a colleague had objections and
we cannot pass the bill.

As the title suggests, the purpose of
S. 3362 was to reauthorize the Small
Business Administration’s Small Busi-
ness Innovation Research and Small
Business Technology Transfer pro-
grams, otherwise known as SBIR and
STTR. The bill makes improvements to
these programs that will allow them to
work better for small businesses, while
contributing to our economy, fulfilling
the priority research needs of the na-
tion, and expanding and diversifying
our military’s supply base.

Small businesses continue to receive
only about 4 percent of Federal re-
search and development dollars despite
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the fact that they employ nearly 40
percent of America’s scientists and en-
gineers, produce more than 14 times
more patents than large businesses and
universities, and produce patents that
are of higher quality and are more than
twice as likely to be cited. Unlike large
businesses, which tend to focus more
on improving existing product lines,
and university research, which leans
toward education and publications,
America’s small businesses and entre-
preneurs are the ones willing to take
on the high-risk, high-reward research
that truly drives innovation.

The SBIR and STTR programs are
two of the very few Federal programs
that tap into the scientific and tech-
nical community found in America’s
small businesses. These programs fos-
ter government-industry partnerships
by making competitive awards to firms
with the best scientific proposals in re-
sponse to the research needs of our
agencies and by helping to move tech-
nologies from the lab to the market-
place or from the lab to insertion in a
government program or system.

Since the inception of the SBIR pro-
gram in 1982, recipients of SBIR and
STTR awards have gone on to produce
more than 84,000 patents and to gen-
erate millions of well-paying jobs
across all 50 States. Both programs
have garnered high praise from well-re-
spected sources, including from the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, which
completed its comprehensive assess-
ment of SBIR last year. Governments
around the world are increasingly
adopting SBIR-type programs to en-
courage innovation in their countries.

Among the technologies pioneered by
SBIR-funded small businesses are a
machine that uses lasers and computer
cameras to sort and inspect bullets at
a much finer level than the human eye
can manage, the technology that cre-
ates the ‘‘invisible’ condensation trail
of the B-2 bomber, a therapeutic drug
to treat chronic inflammatory disease,
and a nerve gas protection system.
With regard to the bullet sorting tech-
nology, developed by CyberNet Sys-
tems, a small, women-owned business
located in Ann Arbor, MI, and cur-
rently in use in Iraq and Afghanistan,
that SBIR technology is estimated to
have saved taxpayers more than $300
million. Those are real cost savings
and tangible technological improve-
ments and we could have more such
technologies if we increased the SBIR
and STTR allocations, as the legisla-
tion that passed Committee proposed
to do.

S. 3362 is the result of much delibera-
tion and compromise and reflects a
truly bipartisan effort to strengthen
and improve the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams. I am proud that Senator SNOWE,
Senator BOND, myself, and others were
able to come together to reach agree-
ment on a number of very difficult
issues, including on the involvement of
firms majority-owned and controlled
by multiple venture capital companies
in the SBIR program, and that we
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unanimously passed this legislation
out of committee. And as I said at the
start of my remarks, I am also proud
that we were able to resolve our dif-
ferences with the administration to
craft a bill that would keep these pro-
grams going strong.

It is truly a shame that one Repub-
lican in this Chamber has blocked this
bill from passing, and that all of the ef-
fort and all of the compromises that
went into getting the legislation to
this point will be lost. I ask my col-
leagues to be aware that the SBIR pro-
gram is temporarily authorized
through March 20, 2009, that the STTR
program expires on September 30, 2009,
and that we should act fast in the new
yvear to extend or comprehensively au-
thorize these programs to help keep
our country ahead in technology.

———

INTEREST ON LAWYERS’ TRUST
ACCOUNT PROGRAM

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. Presdient, last
week, I joined Senator CARDIN and Sen-
ators SPECTER, and others in sending a
letter to the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, FDIC, in an effort to pre-
serve the viability of the Interest on
Lawyers’ Trust Account program,
IOLTA. We have asked the FDIC to en-
sure that the Transaction Account
Guarantee Program, TGLP, through
which the FDIC guarantees funds in
bank accounts, will also cover lawyer
trust accounts. The IOLTA program,
which distributes interest on client
funds held in lawyer trust accounts to
legal aid programs, has been an enor-
mous success in securing legal rep-
resentation for lower-income Ameri-
cans. All 50 States have IOLTA pro-
grams, and many States mandate par-
ticipation by practicing attorneys.
This program provides funding to im-
portant legal aid programs and helps
ensure that no person goes without
legal representation because of a lack
of resources.

Our concern stems from the fact that
the TGLP Interim Rule concerning ac-
count insurance issued on October 23
would not extend unlimited FDIC in-
surance to interest bearing lawyer
trust accounts, ultimately hurting the
public benefit generated by these ac-
counts. According to the FDIC’s pro-
posed rules for the TGLP, noninterest-
bearing accounts would be insured to
protect an unlimited amount of funds.
But the insurance for interest-bearing
accounts would be limited to $250,000.
The lack of an exception for lawyer
trust accounts threatens the IOLTA
program because it poses a potential
conflict for attorneys. Many lawyer
trust accounts contain pooled client
funds, often in excess of $250,000. As a
result of the FDIC’s proposed rules,
there is legitimate concern that attor-
neys would move client funds in excess
of $250,000 to noninterest-bearing ac-
counts in order to gain the insurance
protection, and in an effort to manage
client funds as responsibly as possible.
This potential ethical dilemma could

November 20, 2008

be prevented by a modification of the
proposed rules.

Senator CARDIN, Senator SPECTER,
and I have suggested to the FDIC that
it modify its proposed rules to make an
exception for lawyer trust accounts
and provide unlimited insurance on in-
terest bearing accounts containing cli-
ent funds. This would be an important
step towards preserving the success of
the IOLTA program, and would remove
any potential ethical dilemma for at-
torneys. Such a modification would en-
sure that the interest generated by
IOLTA accounts continues to be dis-
tributed through local nonprofit orga-
nizations in each State to fund invalu-
able legal aid services for low-income
families.

I am hopeful that the FDIC will rec-
ognize the national importance and
success of this program, and will create
the exception we have proposed. I
would like to particularly thank the
Vermont Bar Association for its advo-
cacy in this regard, as well as the
American Bar Association for its at-
tention to this issue. Legal representa-
tion for everyone is an imperative for a
fair and effective judicial system. The
IOLTA program has been successful in
helping to ensure legal representation
for more Americans, and where these
goals can be accomplished without the
use of tax dollars, such a program
should be preserved.

———————

REMEMBERING COLONEL JOHN W.
RIPLEY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I regret
to have to inform the Senate of the
passing of a truly great American:
John W. Ripley, a retired Marine Corps
colonel and hero of the Vietnam war.

Colonel Ripley will be best known for
his achievements and self-sacrifice dur-
ing the Vietnam war—particularly on
April 2, 1972, when he singlehandedly
blew up the Dong Ha bridge. That
bridge over the Cua Viet River was a
major thoroughfare for an invasion
force from North Vietnam. Colonel
Ripley, serving with a marine unit
from South Vietnam, moved around
the bridge like it was a trapeze and
hung charges that would blow it up and
prevent the enemy’s advance.

That story is the subject of innumer-
able books and articles. It is an abso-
lutely incredible feat, showing us how
an act of individual bravery can have a
large strategic impact that affects an
entire force. Indeed, the removal of
that bridge created a bottleneck that
allowed allied forces to apply over-
whelming air power and blunt that in-
vasion.

After Vietnam, Colonel Ripley had a
distinguished career that included
going through some of the most chal-
lenging training programs among the
world’s militaries, including U.S. Army
Ranger School. In his willingness to
undergo the ardors of combat and
training, he emerged a marine’s ma-
rine, a steely and strong individual al-
ways ready to put his country and his
fellow marines before himself.
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John Ripley is a symbol for the vi-
brancy of the Marine Corps, one of the
most storied military forces in the
globe’s history, and a testament to
how—amid the enormity and vast con-
fusion of war—a single person can
make a difference.

I will miss seeing him at various
events, including those of the Marine
Corps Law Enforcement Foundation.
We will continue to honor his service
through support of the Marine Corps
and of all of our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and marines.

I ask unanimous consent that an
obituary on Colonel Ripley, which ap-
peared in the November 4 edition of the
New York Times, be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the New York Times, Nov. 4, 2008]

CoL. JOHN W. RIPLEY, MARINE WHO HALTED
VIETNAMESE ATTACK, DIES AT 69

(By Dennis Hevesi)

John W. Ripley, a highly decorated former
colonel who entered Marine Corps lore when
he single-handedly blunted a major North
Vietnamese offensive during the Vietnam
War by blowing up a strategically placed
bridge, died Oct. 28 at his home in Annapolis,
Md. He was 69.

The cause has not been determined, his son
Stephen said.

Colonel Ripley, who at the time was a cap-
tain and a military adviser to a South Viet-
namese Marine unit, blew up the southern
end of the Dong Ha Bridge over the Cua Viet
River on Easter Sunday, April 2, 1972. On the
north side of the bridge, which was several
miles south of the demilitarized zone, some
20,000 North Vietnamese troops and 200 tanks
were poised to sweep into Quang Tri Prov-
ince, which was sparsely defended.

Going back and forth for three hours while
under fire, Captain Ripley swung hand over
hand along the steel I-beams beneath the
bridge, securing himself between girders and
placing crates holding a total of 500 pounds
of TNT in a diagonal line from one side of
the structure to the other. The I-beam wings
were just wide enough to form pathways
along which he could slide the boxes.

When the boxes were in place on the
bridge, Captain Ripley attached blasting
caps to detonate the TNT, then connected
them with a timed-fuse cord that eventually
extended hundreds of feet.

‘““‘He had to bite down on the blasting caps
to attach them to the fuses,” John Grider
Miller, author of ‘“The Bridge at Dong Ha,”
said on Monday. “‘If he bit too low on the
blasting cap, it could come loose; if he bit
too high, it could blow his head apart.”

Captain Ripley bit safely, and the timed-
fuse cord gave him about half an hour to
clamber off the bridge. Moments later, his
work paid off with a shock wave that tossed
him into the air but otherwise left him
unharmed.

By placing the crates diagonally along the
bridge, Mr. Miller said, Captain Ripley had
created ‘‘a twisting motion that ripped the
bridge apart from its moorings so it couldn’t
fall back in place, but collapsed into the
river.”

There were about 600 South Vietnamese
marines near the south end of the bridge.
“South Vietnam would have been in big
trouble,” said Fred Schultz, senior editor of
Naval History Magazine, a publication of the
United States Naval Institute. ‘“The force
numbers defending on that side could not
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have held against that North Vietnamese
force.”

The destruction of the bridge created a
bottleneck for the North Vietnamese, allow-
ing American bombers to blunt what became
known as the Easter offensive.

Captain Ripley was awarded the Navy
Cross for his actions at the bridge. He served
two tours in Vietnam and remained on ac-
tive duty until 1992, eventually rising to
colonel. Among other decorations, he re-
ceived the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars and
a Purple Heart.

John Walter Ripley was born on June 29,
1939, and grew up in Radford, Va., the son of
Bud and Verna Holt Ripley. He enlisted in
the Marines out of high school in 1956, and a
year later received approval from the sec-
retary of the Navy to attend a preparatory
school leading to his appointment to the
Naval Academy, from which he graduated in
1962.

Besides his son Stephen, Colonel Ripley is
survived by his wife of 44 years, the former
Moline Blaylock; a sister, Susan
Goodykoontz; two other sons, Thomas and
John; a daughter, Mary Ripley; and eight
grandchildren.

‘‘Colonel Ripley is well known in marine
circles,” Mr. Schultz said, ‘‘but he’s the most
revered war hero no one’s ever heard of.”

“This was 1972, he added, ‘‘and people
didn’t pay too much attention to war heroes
at that time.”

———

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
CHALLENGES

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I have
long been a champion of the intellec-
tual property rights enshrined in the
Constitution, and have sponsored much
of the significant legislation in that
realm over the decades I have served in
the Senate. On October 24, 2008, Judge
Richard Linn of the Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit, the court en-
trusted exclusively with Federal ap-
peals involving patent issues, gave the
keynote address before the American
Intellectual Property Law Associa-
tion’s annual meeting. In that address,
Judge Linn discusses the challenges
facing the intellectual property system
in the coming years, offers advice on
moving forward as a nation to meet
those challenges, and provides food for
thought for anyone interested in this
important part of our national econ-
omy.

I ask unanimous consent that the
statement of Judge Richard Linn from
October 24, 2008, be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

CHALLENGES AHEAD

I would like to thank the ATPLA for the in-
vitation to speak before you today. I am
truly honored to speak before the AIPLA, an
organization I have belonged to since the
late 60’s. I see in the audience many of my
friends and former colleagues of the patent
bar. I feel very much at home here, and it is
nice to be asked to speak before this distin-
guished group.

Before I begin, I would like to take a mo-
ment to personally recognize someone who
has played a unique role in the progress of
the U.S. patent system for over 40 years,
someone who has led this organization for
the past decade and a half, someone who has
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been a special friend to so many of us, and
someone who is now moving on to a well de-
served retirement—Mike Kirk. Please join
me in a round of applause to show our appre-
ciation for Mike and all that he has done.

We all know that Mike has done some very
special things for the AIPLA. But the best
thing he did was to bring his wife, Mary
Catherine, into our AIPLA family. I think
she, too, deserves to be recognized for all she
has done.

One measure of a leader is the caliber of
the person selected to replace him. And here
again, the AIPLA has risen to the challenge
of Mike Kirk’s departure in selecting one of
the few members of our profession who has
the character, knowledge, and recognized
leadership skills to honor Mike’s legacy of
accomplishment. That person is, of course,
Q. Todd Dickenson, and I think he deserves
a vote of confidence with a round of ap-
plause.

The program lists my topic as ‘‘Challenges
Ahead.” I selected that topic intentionally
to give me lots of latitude in what I might
say. If that phrase was a limitation in a pat-
ent claim, the meaning would be hard to dis-
cern with specificity and no doubt would
generate considerable litigation. In a way,
it’s the perfect topic. So, what is it that I am
going to talk about?

John Whealan yesterday focused on recent
history and ended with a few comments on
the future. Instead, I will focus on some of
the challenges I see for the future and will
begin with a few comments on the changes of
the recent past.

We hear a lot about change these days.
Change in our economy, global climate
change, and of course, change in our govern-
ment. Change has been in the air for some
time. It seems like the only thing we have
heard, or seen, or read in the media for the
past 20 months or so has been about change.
And intellectual property law has been no
stranger to it in the past few years. While
one can debate the extent of the changes and
the reasons underlying them, there is no
question that the rights of patentees have
been impacted in one way or the other by a
number of recent decisions. And while the
pace of change may slow down at least for a
while, the fallout of all of this change will
directly impact all of us. This is evident, for
example, from an examination of three key
decisions: KSR v. Teleflex, dealing with the
test for obviousness; eBay v. MercExchange,
dealing with the test for injunctive relief;
and In re Seagate, dealing with the standard
applicable to prove willful infringement.
There have been others, such as Medlmmune
v. Genentech, which made it easier to chal-
lenge patents in declaratory judgment ac-
tions, and DSU v. JMS, requiring proof of
specific intent for induced infringement, but
I will limit my remarks to the holdings and
possible implications of KSR, eBay, and
Seagate.

In KSR, the Supreme Court reviewed the
test for obviousness under 35 U.S.C. §103. The
Supreme Court began by emphasizing that
its 1966 decision in Graham v. John Deere in-
formed the obviousness inquiry. It went on
to reject what it perceived to be a rigid ap-
proach taken by our court in applying the
teaching, suggestion and motivation test.
The Supreme Court observed that ‘““when it
first established the requirement of dem-
onstrating a teaching, suggestion, or motiva-
tion to combine known elements in order to
show that the combination is obvious, the
Court of Customs and Patent Appeals cap-
tured a helpful insight.”” It then noted, how-
ever, that helpful insights need not become
rigid and mandatory formulas, and ‘‘when a
court transforms a general principle into a
rigid rule that limits the obviousness in-
quiry, as the Court of Appeals did here, it
errs.”
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The Supreme Court summed up its position
on obviousness in observing that what is im-
portant is to use common sense and to iden-
tify a reason that would have prompted a
person of ordinary skill in the relevant field
to combine the elements in the way the
claimed new invention does. It added that
any need or problem known in the field of
endeavor at the time of invention and ad-
dressed by the patent can provide a reason
for combining the elements in the manner
claimed.

The court also made some interesting ob-
servations on the propriety of summary
judgment on issues of obviousness. The court
said that ‘‘where, as here, the content of the
prior art, the scope of the patent claim, and
the level of ordinary skill in the art are not
in material dispute, and the obviousness of
the claim is apparent in light of these fac-
tors, summary judgment is appropriate.”’
““The obviousness of the claim is apparent in
light of these factors?”’ What does that
mean? Does this mean obviousness is sort of
like obscenity—you know it when you see it?
I'm not sure what it means, but I am sure
someone is going to ask me for an answer to
that question in a brief in the not too distant
future.

The net result of KSR is that defendants
may have a renewed interest in raising and
pressing obviousness contentions, despite the
high ‘‘clear and convincing’’ standard that
applies to validity challenges. They can now
argue that ‘‘reasons’ and common sense sup-
port a conclusion that the claimed invention
doesn’t pass muster even when application of
a teaching, suggestion, and motivation test
might otherwise have failed. It also means
that patentees will have to be more prepared
to gather up evidence to show secondary con-
siderations as a way to overcome expected
challenges from accused infringers. Finally,
the Supreme Court’s comments about sum-
mary judgment will mean that patentees
will have to start thinking about how to as-
sist courts in answering questions about
what the Supreme Court’s comments on
summary judgment meant as to the way ob-
viousness issues should be presented to ju-
ries, if at all. For example, is it still proper
for a district court to present the ultimate
question of obviousness to the jury or is the
district court required to decide obviousness
as a matter of law in every case, leaving only
the factual underpinnings for the jury? No
matter how all this is sorted out, KSR
makes evident that patentees are likely to
face more challenges based on section 103.
We are already seeing this in recent cases
filed with our court.

In eBay, the Supreme Court rejected the
categorical grant of injunctive relief in pat-
ent cases and held that in those cases, just as
in other cases, a plaintiff seeking a perma-
nent injunction must demonstrate that it
has suffered irreparable injury; that rem-
edies available at law are inadequate; that
the balance of hardships warrants injunctive
relief; and that the public interest would not
be disserved by a permanent injunction.
What the Supreme Court did not tell us is
what happens after infringement is found
and a court determines that the equitable
remedy of a permanent injunction is not
warranted. This is already presenting pat-
entees and the courts with interesting new
challenges. eBay also leaves open the ques-
tion of whether there remains a rebuttable
presumption of irreparable harm in patent
cases. The bottom line for patentees is that
they, like all other plaintiffs, will have to
tow the line and be prepared to make a con-
vincing showing on each of the four equi-
table factors. This will present new chal-
lenges, particularly to non-practicing pat-
entees and alters some of the leverage pat-
entees assumed they enjoyed before the eBay
decision.
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In re Seagate presented our court with the
opportunity to pick up where Knorr-Bremse
left off and to reconsider the question of the
duty of due care owed to patentees and the
standard for determining when infringement
is willful and subject to treble damages. The
case came to us on a motion for a writ of
mandamus seeking to overturn an order
from a district court that would have given
the patentee’s counsel virtually unfettered
access to all attorney-client communica-
tions and work-product of the accused in-
fringer. That order stemmed from the pat-
entee’s assertion of willful infringement and
the accused infringer’s good faith reliance on
the advice of counsel. Because of the abuses
we perceived in the routine allegation of
willful infringement and the tension it pro-
duced between assertion by the accused in-
fringer of the attorney-client privilege and
reliance on the advice of counsel, we over-
ruled the duty of due care standard set out in
Underwater Devices and held that proof of
willful infringement, permitting enhanced
damages, requires at least a showing of ob-
jective recklessness. Because we abandoned
the affirmative duty of due care, we also re-
marked that in the context of willful in-
fringement, there is no affirmative obliga-
tion to obtain an opinion of counsel.

Following Seagate, it can be anticipated
that there will be continuing debate over ap-
plication of the objectively reckless standard
and the parameters of willful infringement.
The one thing that is no longer in debate,
however, is that patentees can no longer
bank on a determination of willfulness and
enhanced damages merely because infringe-
ment was found against an accused who had
prior notice of the patent.

The net result of all of these decisions is
that patentees are likely to have to confront
more obviousness challenges, patentees are
less likely to obtain enhanced damage
awards based on willfulness, and patentees
will be more challenged to obtain injunctive
relief than just a few years ago. These cases
thus will cause patentees to reassess their
strategies and to revalue their patent port-
folios.

But patentees are not only struggling to
cope with recent decisions of the Supreme
Court and the Federal Circuit. Patentees
continue to suffer needlessly from self-in-
flicted wounds. These are the walking
wounded, who regularly report to the MASH
units-the district courts-for help. And if they
don’t get the help they need at the district
court MASH unit, they come to the general
hospital-the Federal Circuit, to cure all that
ails them.

What self-inflicted wounds am I talking
about? There are two in particular that I
want to highlight. The first relates to the
continuing propensity of patentees, particu-
larly in the electrical and mechanical arts,
to disclose in their applications only one em-
bodiment of the invention, while arguing
that the claims cover something broader
than the one disclosed embodiment might
suggest. I have no idea why so many pat-
entees continue to limit the number of em-
bodiments disclosed when, in so many cases
we hear, the entire controversy is about the
scope of a claim supported only by a single
disclosed embodiment. Patentees who desire
broad coverage and only disclose a single
embodiment are shooting themselves in the
foot.

Scientists and engineers are familiar with
the concept that an area cannot be defined
by a single point or even two points. To de-
fine an area requires at least three points. It
is surprising, then, that patent attorneys,
who are trained both in the law and in
science or engineering, often forget this
three-point concept in drafting patent appli-
cations. Careful prosecutors follow a general
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rule and include in patent specifications not
merely one embodiment of an invention, but
multiple embodiments to better illustrate
the full area of the discovery embraced by
the claims. This is a sound practice that
helps to inform the public of the proper
scope of the claims and avoids uncertainty
and interpretive disputes. The uncertainty of
single embodiment specifications has
brought us a steady stream of cases, and I
urge all of you not to shoot yourselves or
your clients in the foot by disclosing only
one embodiment, particularly in mechanical
and electrical cases.

The second example of a self-inflicted
wound is the continuing practice of adding
terminology to claims, particularly after an
interview, to place the claims in condition
for allowance without explaining the reason
for the change or pointing out where in the
specification support for the added language
can be found. Again, in case after case before
our court, we are called upon to construe the
scope of claim language which appears no-
where else but in the claims. Without any
support in the written description, we are
left to infer meaning from parts of the speci-
fication that often do not directly relate to
the limitation in question or from the pros-
ecution history of events leading up to the
amendment. These are often poor guides for
interpretation and frequently lead to pro-
tracted and costly litigation, not to mention
unpredictable outcomes. Here again, the
wound is self-inflicted and patentees are well
advised to avoid shooting themselves in the
foot by leaving the meaning of critical limi-
tations to unguided inference.

The message for those who regularly write
and prosecute patent applications for clients
is that while the swinging of the patent pen-
dulum of court decisions is largely beyond
any patentee’s ability to alter, there are
things that are entirely within your control,
such as including multiple embodiments in
patent applications to make broad construc-
tion of claim terms more likely and pro-
viding support or an explanation for claim
terms added during prosecution. Those
things you can control. And they will help
your client avoid going through life as a
walking wounded patentee.

I would like to turn now to some chal-
lenges I see for the PTO. With a new admin-
istration soon to occupy the White House, a
change in leadership at the PTO can be ex-
pected within the next year. The new leaders
at the PTO will face many difficult chal-
lenges. The past leadership has much to be
proud of. Director Dudas successfully
oversaw the completion of a modern new fa-
cility and the end to fee diversion. He and
his colleagues have upgraded technology re-
sources for examiners, have ramped up hir-
ing, and have instituted comprehensive
training programs, to name just a few of
their many accomplishments. All of that is
commendable.

But it seems to me that what is needed
now goes beyond facilities or finances to the
heart of the PTO’s mission to thoroughly,
carefully, and promptly examine the applica-
tions of those who seek the protection of
patents and who rely on the effective oper-
ation of our patent system. With the solid
foundation of the achievements of the cur-
rent Director, the PTO now needs the leader-
ship of those with intimate knowledge of
patents and patent law. People who under-
stand first-hand the problems faced by users
of the system and who have the ability to
comprehensively relate to the practicing
bar. That leadership is best found in the
ranks of experienced practitioners, many of
whom are in this very room.

The next group of leaders at the PTO will
need to be creative in finding new ways to
improve not only productivity but quality as
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well. The number of new applications that
are projected over the next several years is
staggering. Technology will continue to get
more complicated. And the demands of man-
aging such a sizable organization will be rig-
orous. To keep pace will take bold new meas-
ures to improve efficiency and effectiveness
of almost every aspect of PTO operations.
That may entail cooperative efforts with
other patent offices around the world to find
ways to share search results. It may entail
establishing a program of deferred examina-
tion to give applicants an opportunity to
fully evaluate the need for patent protection
before the office is called upon to conduct
any examination. My point here is not to
suggest specific initiatives. It is not my
place to tell the PTO how it should operate.
I only cite these as examples of the kinds of
things the new leadership of the PTO will
need to seek out if it is to avoid getting bur-
ied in the avalanche of new applications
looming on the horizon.

I know the PTO has engaged in a vigorous
effort to hire and train new examiners. I
have been privileged to speak at a gradua-
tion ceremony for an impressive class of new
examiners from the PTO’s new patent acad-
emy. But that’s only half of the equation. It
serves no real purpose to hire new examiners
if an equal number of examiners—especially
experienced examiners—resign. The PTO will
need to go back to basics and creatively
apply a new version of the Three R’s we all
learned as kids. The rule for how to treat ex-
aminers couldn’t be simpler: Respect, Re-
ward, and Retain. In this regard, it may be
time for the PTO to develop new standards of
examiner performance that mirror the stand-
ards of attorney performance used by law
firms and corporate law departments. Just
as attorney performance is not measured by
billable hours alone, examiner performance
measured principally by the number of dis-
posals may not be the best approach. Count-
ing disposals may be a raw indicator of per-
formance but does not recognize the judg-
ment, thoroughness, and legal skills pro-
vided by first-rate examiners and expected
by the public.

Other patent offices around the world are
involved not only in giving birth to patents
but in assessing questions of validity raised
over the life of a patent. That may explain
why examiners in many countries are treat-
ed differently than U.S. examiners. It is not
that U.S. examiners are less competent or
any less dedicated. Far from it. But if the
primary role of an examiner is limited to ex
parte matters that end on the day the patent
issues, there will understandably be a dif-
ferent interest on the part of the public in
what examiners do and who they are than if
they played an essential role in the deter-
mination of validity challenges throughout
the life of the patent. One way U.S. exam-
iners would have a greater opportunity to be
recognized in much the same way as their
counterparts in other countries is if the new
leadership at the PTO decides to energize the
current reexamination system to make it
the attractive alternative to litigation it
was originally intended to be. This would re-
quire a much expanded corps of experienced
reexamination examiners and the implemen-
tation of streamlined procedures to accel-
erate the processing of all reexamination ap-
plications.

While it is evident that the PTO will face
unprecedented challenges in the years ahead,
the leaders and examiners I know are capa-
ble, dedicated, and clearly up to the task. I
have every confidence that the PTO will
meet the challenges ahead and will continue
to be a model for the rest of the world.

Many have said that this is the golden age
of intellectual property. In the years to
come, we can expect to see significant ad-
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vances in energy technology, green tech-
nology, nanotechnology, and a host of other
things. The need for effective protection for
the discoveries of tomorrow’s scientists, en-
gineers, and researchers will be greater than
ever before. And the changing legal land-
scape and the pace of technological progress
will present us all with new and difficult
challenges. The challenges ahead are many,
but we are all fortunate to have the chance
to enjoy the opportunities and to confront
the challenges the golden age of IP offers to
each of us.

I have enjoyed being with you and thank
you for your attention.

———

VERMONT’S 12TH ANNUAL WOM-
EN’S ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
CONFERENCE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today I
would like to share with my friends in
the Senate a great story of personal
triumph and success as told by
Vermont Supreme Court Associate Jus-
tice Marilyn Skoglund, the keynote
speaker for Vermont’s 12th Annual
Women’s Economic Opportunity Con-
ference.

Marilyn forged her own remarkable
path to success. She received her bach-
elor’s degree in fine arts from Southern
Illinois University, and after moving to
Vermont, passed the bar exam on her
first try all while raising her 7-year-old
daughter. Marilyn continued to rise
through the ranks of the Vermont Of-
fice of the Attorney General where she
served as both chief of the civil law di-
vision and chief of the public protec-
tion division before her appointment in
1994 to the district court, and subse-
quently the Vermont Supreme Court in
1997. In addition to her accomplish-
ments, Marcelle and I admired
Marilyn’s candidness as she walked us
through her journey. She offered more
than 300 Vermont women a very honest
and inspirational perspective on the re-
alities of balancing both a career and a
family.

Marcelle and I have hosted the
Vermont Women’s Economic Oppor-
tunity Conference for 12 years, and we
look forward to attending each year be-
cause we consider it one of the most
important events in which we take
part. Though our economy may be fac-
ing difficult challenges, this year’s
conference, and Marilyn’s story,
showed that adversity can be overcome
and met with great success—especially
by motivated and talented women of
all ages.

Vermont’s economic future depends
on the countless talented women who
drive it. According to the Vermont
Center for Women’s Business Studies,
women-owned firms generate an im-
pressive $1.5 billion annually and cur-
rently employ more than 35,000
Vermonters. In 2006, approximately 39
percent of all Vermont businesses were
owned, or partially owned, by women.
Even though the number of Vermont
women-owned businesses is on the rise,
we must continue working to encour-
age greater growth.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Justice Skoglund’s speech,
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written for Vermont’s 12th annual
Women’s Economic Opportunity Con-
ference, detailing her journey to suc-
cess, be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SENATOR LEAHY’S 12TH WOMEN’S ECONOMIC

OPPORTUNITY CONFERENCE

I begin with a disclaimer. In Senator Lea-
hy’s letter, asking me to be the keynote
speaker, he wrote as follows: ‘“We invite you
to share your compelling personal experi-
ences of how you molded your successful ca-
reer path to the Vermont Supreme Court, all
the while raising two daughters as a single
mother.”

I was of course so excited to learn that
Senator Leahy knew my name. And, that he
thought I had done a good job of balancing a
career and a family. But, after skipping
around the kitchen a bit, I settled down.
Sen. Leahy did not really know what those
compelling personal experiences were. Per-
haps he was lured into inviting me because a
staff member had heard rumors that my
‘‘successful career path’” was pretty funny.
Someday I will be old enough to know better
than to discuss my past in public just be-
cause I was so flattered someone of Sen. Lea-
hy’s stature asked, but, here I am. Ready to
reveal. I accept Sen. Leahy’s invitation to
share my compelling, maybe, but more accu-
rately, my ridiculous, oddball, clueless, expe-
riences of how I managed to crawl my way
into the best job on the planet, all the while
dragging two innocent, courageous daugh-
ters along in my wake. The journey through
the thicket of experiences was not always
pleasant, and mistakes were made. Truth is;
I may have nothing to offer to this audience.
This is an economic conference. I am not an
economist. I am not a psychologist. So, if
you all just want to go get coffee and skip
the gory details, I will understand.

To begin, how does one grade ‘‘success’ in
balancing work and family? I am a justice on
the Vermont Supreme Court. I have a good
reputation as a jurist. I was a very good law-
yer. I have no arrest record. So far so good.
I raised one daughter, let’s call her Martha,
who is an ObGyn doctor delivering babies in
New Hampshire. She seems very content and
satisfied with her life. She just got married
to a wonderful man on August 30th. Most im-
portant indicia of success: She loves me. I
raised another daughter; I will call her Ruby,
who is working on a Ph.D. in clinical psy-
chology. She is currently very annoyed at
how hard life is, but feels good about her
work. She loves me. This sounds great! By
the way, I have changed their names to pro-
tect their privacy. They each bear their fa-
ther’s last names, as do I, so hopefully, I
have shielded them from any further embar-
rassment from their mother, at least for
today.

Because, while they may be well adjusted
women, the truth is, they adjusted to what
their mother put them through. And, if ‘“‘suc-
cessfully balancing’ includes a solid mar-
riage, I am not your girl. Two creative, in-
teresting, unique men, neither ever bored
me. I love them to this day, I danced with
each at Martha’s wedding, but it did not
work out.

In addition to my inadequacies standing up
here before you, I would also point out that
everyone in this audience is clearly way
ahead of where I was when I wandered into
adulthood. Obviously, you are all women
with a high degree of confidence in your-
selves and your ideas, ambitions, and goals.
You are at an economic conference, for heav-
en’s sake. You have given some thought to
your life. At the beginning of my meandering
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road to the Supreme Court, I had little con-
cept of who I was and had not considered who
I wanted to be.

To begin, my parents were the Swedish
equivalent of Ozzie and Harriet. I was raised
in a nice middle class home in a nice mid-
western suburb. There literally was a white
picket fence around the yard. And, a little
dog. My mother wore a dress every day of her
life, so she did her house work looking like
Donna Reed. By the time I came along, my
father was working in a steel plant and Mom
had stopped being a hair dresser to raise two
kids. There were no drugs in my school. My
father’s biggest complaint about me was
that my bangs were too long. It was an idyl-
lic childhood. Just like on T.V. So I assumed
everyone pretty much lived like I did. Father
made enough so I could go to college. Back
in those olden days, in-state tuition at SIU
was $97 a semester. And, I had part time jobs
to help pay my expenses. After four years, I
got married, continued going to school and
working part time, because it was cheap and
it was fun. Finally, after seven years in col-
lege, I decided to graduate, mainly because I
was pregnant and did not know how long it
would be until I could get back to going to
classes. That should give you some idea of
how totally clueless I was about the changes
a child brings to a life.

The baby was great, but then things quick-
ly stopped being cheap and fun. There is
something about the arrival of a child, and
one parent not working, that causes money
problems. My husband was working, but not
getting paid much. I was not working (day
care didn’t exist in southern Illinois). And,
there came a time when I had to apply for
food stamps. Three months of food stamps.
We were two middle class kids and we
thought this was shameful, so of course, we
never told our folks and we couldn’t ask
them for money for the same reason. But, of
course, we weren’t middle class kids any-
more—we were young parents with very lit-
tle money, renting a grimy little house with
giant slugs in the basement.

I’'ll cut this gruesome chapter short. In 1973
we moved to Vermont, my husband got laid
off and then, after eleven years of marriage,
he left. The reasons are not important. By
now my daughter was in first grade. and I
was working a part-time job for very little
money. Those seven years in college? I
walked out with a degree in fine arts—sculp-
ture. See, I didn’t go to college with an ac-
tual career in mind. I expected to become my
mom, making lunches, and ironing in my
pearls. My father always said, if a woman
has to work outside the home, it should be in
one of the helping professions: teaching or
nursing. Things were not working out. What
would Donna Reed do? I pondered.

I decided to be a lawyer. Now, I do admit
to having a selective memory about some
things. I do not remember my first husband
asking me to marry him and I have no recol-
lection of why I thought I could become a
lawyer. Law school wasn’t an option—there
was no money for tuition and besides, I had
to work.

I got a job working as a paralegal, law
clerk at the attorney general’s office and
participating in that marvelous Vermont
jewel, the four year reading clerkship. This
path to the bar required me to apprentice
myself for four years to a lawyer, and if I
passed the bar exam, I was a real lawyer. I
began work in the AG’s office at a salary of
$7,000 a year, which quickly went up to
$12,000. Here’s an interesting fact: I had to
borrow a dress for the job interview at the
attorney general’s office. Now, at the time I
knew I didn’t have any money, but I never
thought I was poor. I was doing all right.

But if you ask my daughter, Martha, you’d
get a different picture. While I was working
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all day every day in Montpelier, she was
walking half a mile home from the school
bus stop to the adorable tiny three-room, un-
insulated cottage in the country with the
only source of heat being a wood burning fur-
nace in the cellar. Walking home to a cold,
empty house. But, the good news was that I
rented this cottage from Walter Smith. I am
pleased to have this opportunity to pay trib-
ute to my very own personal version of wel-
fare: Walter Smith. Walter was a beloved
dairy farmer in Plainfield, about 68 years old
when I met him, who was my landlord for
eleven years and my friend for twenty. He
died several years back. I loved him.

So, at the age of eight, Martha was ex-
pected to stoke the furnace when she got
home. Sometimes, Walter would come over
to help her. But most times he could not.
And, you know, I did not agonize over this.
Donna Reed and June Cleaver would be hor-
rified, but I had to work. It was that simple.
Walter, who by then had become my surro-
gate father, had the hired hands bring over
truck loads of free split wood—an early
version of ‘‘fuel assistance.”” I could dip raw
milk from the bulk tank for free. My very
own WIC program. He’d give me meat when
he butchered a cow whose milking days were
over. Very, very chewy, but free. Free eggs if
I fought the hens for them, and maple syrup.
He would give me bushels of tomatoes and I
would put them up and give him half. If my
cupboard was really bare, Martha and I could
always wander over to the farm house where
Walter had cases and cases of chicken noodle
soup, which he ate every day with may-
onnaise sandwiches. He was my food shelf.
Once, when Martha was about ten, I sent her
to school with a coconut and a hammer for
snack as I hadn’t had time to grocery shop.
Walter had given me the coconut as a joke,
asking me what kind of turkey I thought had
laid the brown hairy thing? The teacher sent
a note home thanking me for providing an
interesting project for the class. I thought
that was nice.

See, I was not poor. I had Walter. And,
there was a certain satisfaction about sup-
porting myself and my child.

But, I was also in love. Madly and passion-
ately in love with the law. The law is amaz-
ing. It is the infrastructure of society. Sen-
sible, mostly. Logical, usually. Enduring. It
adapts to changing mores and technologies,
but only slightly faster than the movement
of the earth’s tectonic plates. How did the
founding father’s accept the constitution to
deal with the development of cyber-space
and artificial insemination? Heavy stuff. I
love it. I had decided to go into law thinking
I liked writing, words, and arguing. I hadn’t
expected to discover that it felt like ginger
ale poured over my brain. This is how I can
describe the joy, excitement, and the thrill
of learning and understanding the basis of
the rules that manage our civilized life.

If you have a passion, if you find your pas-
sion, you are a very lucky person. And, I had
found my passion while Martha was stoking
the furnace.

But, here is an amazing fact: children have
their own memories, and their own percep-
tions about life. When she was in high
school, unbeknownst to me, Martha applied
for a Horatio Alger Scholarship, given to
kids who have endured hardship and man-
aged to be successful students in spite of it.
And, she got one. When she told me about
this wonderful thing, I was so proud and de-
lighted. Eventually it dawned on me to ask
in perfect ignorance: ‘“What was your hard-
ship?”’

“You,” she answered. She had written
about those days when she came home to an
empty cold house and had to face the cellar
and the furnace alone and cold. I have never
read her winning essay. I am not that strong.
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So, eventually, I connected again with an
interesting, creative, blah, blah, blah man
and Ruby came along. At this time I am a
lawyer in the civil law division of the AG of-
fice. Yes, I had passed the bar. Ruby started
day care at six months of age. And, having
found what I was supposed to be doing with
my life, I wanted to keep working. Oh the
guilt. Her father was on the road most of the
time, and 2%z years after Ruby was born, that
road did not pass by our house any more.

One day, the call came from the day care
that Ruby was sick and I needed to pick her
up. Naturally, I was scheduled to prosecute a
physician before the Board of Medical Prac-
tice that day. I had prepared the case for
months. Witnesses had answered subpoenas
to appear. No other attorney in the office
knew the case. What I knew was that just
outside the hearing room in the Secretary of
State’s office was a couch. So, I went and got
Ruby, swung by the house for a blanket and
pillow and a juice box, and put her to bed in
the hall of the Secretary of State’s office.

I know that bundling up a sick little girl in
a hallway will not win me any parenting
awards. But, helpful, understanding people
working at the office kept an eye on Ruby
while she slept. Ruby, too, adjusted to me.

But, being a mom with a profession that
really requires adherence to a schedule also
had benefits. My first oral argument before
the Vermont Supreme Court was scheduled. I
was a nervous wreck. “‘Got to get plenty of
sleep the night before so I'm sharp.”

Instead Martha got the flu and we spent
most of the night with me holding her hair
while she drove the porcelain bus. As soon as
Walter was done milking, I trundled Martha
over to his house, told him I would be back
in two hours, and went to Montpelier to the
hearing. Being worried about Martha put the
argument into a manageable perspective—I
just did the job then ran home to be a mom.

Eventually, after 17 years at the Attorney
General’s office, I applied to be a trial judge.
I made it past the Judicial Nominating board
and my name was sent to Governor Dean for
consideration. Then, I got worried. Martha
was 21 by then, but Ruby was only 8 and I
knew I'd be away from home for long hours
every day. I was scared so I withdrew my
name from consideration. When I told my
daughters what I had done, the outcry was
loud. Ruby was really insulted and said she’d
be fine. Martha said she would help out.
They convinced me it could work. I called
back the Governor’s office and said I had
changed my mind. When I had my interview
with the Governor, I explained how my con-
cerns for my children had caused me to
chicken out. He understood and appointed
me as a judge.

And, it was hard. On me, and on Ruby. I
got home late and left early. I was at least
an hour away if she got sick or hurt. There
was one year when I was family court judge
in Washington county—where we live. Ruby
was in sixth grade when a big eighth grade
boy approached and asked, ‘‘Is your mom a
judge?”’

She admitted I was.

‘“‘She sent me to juvenile hall,” he said.

“I'm sorry,” said little Ruby nervously.

‘‘Oh, that’s all right, I screwed up.’”’ He re-
assured her. ‘“She’s the one with black nail
polish, right?”’

Finding herself in the familiar territory of
mortification by her mother’s behavior,
Ruby admitted, ‘“Yeah, that’s her.”

I used to wear something odd on juvenile
day to relax the kids, and this boy noticed.
Of course Ruby was pretty much always em-
barrassed by me. Now I am on the Supreme
Court, but what did Ruby say when she heard
about the appointment at the age of twelve?

“‘Oh no, now you’ll be home all the time!”

What did I learn that I can offer to you? I
tried to think of an inspirational saying or
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two, but could not. I do get a lot of catalogs.
One particularly annoying one is chock full
of heart warming sayings like, ‘“Life isn’t
about waiting for the storm to pass. It’s
about learning to dance in the rain.”” Oh
please. Storms are scary, rain is cold and
wet, and one can get muddy. Let’s get real.
Life is hard, get over it.

Number 1: Take help that is offered. Would
I have survived without Walter Smith’s care
and kindness? I do not know. And I am glad
I did not have to find out.

Number 2: If you do not have a snack, send
a coconut. In other words, be flexible. When
it came time to study for the bar examina-
tion, I was on my own. I made little 3x5 fil-
ing cards on all the subjects and set them
around the house so that whatever I was
doing, I could incorporate a little study.
Some areas of law are governed by certain
factors that you just have to remember. Over
the kitchen sink I placed the filing card that
listed the elements of a secured transaction.
Next to the toilet I posted the card that laid
out the parts of a bulk sale. I read them over
and over and over. And, poor Martha endured
one pizza after another because I did not
cook much while I studied.

Number 3: Pity parties are a waste of time,
and a breeding ground for excuses. In other
words, if your circumstances are not the
most conducive to success, try anyway.

Would I have liked to go to law school? Of
course. Could I? No. So what! Here’s my fa-
vorite true example of making due with what
you have available. I watch the Canadian tel-
evision coverage of the summer Olympic
games because it is so much better than that
of the U.S. coverage. They celebrate indi-
vidual athletes’ ‘‘personal bests’’ rather than
the medal counts. And, they covered really
weird events that I had never heard of, like
dory racing. I thought it was very cool. They
did a background piece on Jerad Connaghten,
an athlete training for the 200 meters in
track and field. He was from somewhere in
Canada that had no running track. So he and
his coach improvised. To train for strength
they did sand starts taking off in deep sand
on the sea shore. They set up their own prac-
tice course. At the end of a dirt road was a
little cottage and that cottage marked 200
meters. The little mulberry tree was 50 me-
ters out and the larger mulberry tree was the
150 meters mark. Competing against the
world’s best, Jerad made it through the pre-
liminary heats to the finals of the 200 meter
event. I was so impressed. Work with what
you’ve got. Excuses weigh you down.

Number 4: Do not insult your children by
thinking life is too hard for them. In other
words, children are resilient. What might ap-
pear to have been my heartless expectation
of little Martha’s abilities to care for herself
at a very young age may have been influ-
enced by my maternal grandmother, Olga.
All four of my grandparents were born in
Sweden. Olga was the daughter of a farm
family the Dahlbergs—with too many chil-
dren to feed. First the Dahlbergs sent their
oldest daughter Margaret over to live with
relatives in Chicago, the Larsons. Margaret
died within months of her arrival of diph-
theria. Then the Dahlbergs put there next
daughter, my grandma Olga, on the boat all
alone at the age of 12 and sent her to live
with the Dahlbergs. Throughout my life,
whenever I thought life was too hard and I
was scared, I thought of my grandma trav-
eling alone across the ocean to the family
where her older sister had died. How did she
do that? What were her nightmares? My
grandmother was sweet, and kind, and pa-
tient, and loving. Her early years did no ap-
parent damage. I know I could have done
better by Martha. I wish I could have done
better by Martha. I did the best I could and
that is my only consolation.
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Number 5: Play dough is far more impor-
tant than doing the dishes. Get your prior-
ities straight. I was blessed with a job I
loved, and then had the added joy of coming
home, forgetting about the law, and playing
with my daughters. Next confession: My
housekeeping would not win any awards ei-
ther. Sometimes the food in the refrigerator
grew little sweaters. What housecleaning I
did happened when the children were in bed.
And, they had clean clothes and decent food
and, most importantly, they knew their
mom loved playing with them. Legos, play
dough, Barbies, puzzles. Whatever activity
that allowed the analytical part of my mind
to go into sleep cycle was welcomed by me.
So, don’t get so busy making a living that
you forget to make colorful messes and
memories.

Number 6: Never, ever coast. After a few
years at the Attorney General’s office, the
AG asked me to become chief of the civil di-
vision. I was one of two women in the divi-
sion and all the men had more years of expe-
rience than I as lawyers. Here’s a John
Wayne quote: ‘‘Courage is being scared to
death but saddling up anyway.”” Well, I mo-
seyed on into the AG’s office and said, ‘‘Yes,
I would be pleased to be chief of the division.
But, I would like a bigger badge.”’

To maintain respect and to get the mem-
bers of the division to be their best, I had to
set an example. I worked as hard or harder
than anyone else. I gave them no reason to
complain about the AG’s choice. So if you’re
running your own business or supervising
employees, it is more important to the bot-
tom line the quality of work to set a positive
example than to offer token prizes to the em-
ployee of the month who actually manages
to get to work on time five days in a row. I
expected the attorneys to be terrific and so
they were.

To conclude, what do I know? My children
have forgiven me for most of my blunders,
they are fiercely independent, and can think
on their own. I'm proud of my work and even
more proud of my daughters. And, I am
grateful for the chances I have been given
and the courage to take them. My main mes-
sage to you is: Work hard. Then work harder.
And then, work harder still.

But, I will leave you with another of those
pithy homey sayings from the annoying
catalog, and one that makes no sense to me
at all.

“May the light always find you on a dreary
day. When you need to be home may you find
a way. May you always have courage to take
a chance and never find frogs in your under-
pants.”

———

ENTREPRENEURIAL
ACHIEVEMENTS OF HARDWICK, VT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise
today to highlight an emerging rural
economic model that some say serves
as the perfect example of how rural
America can survive and thrive in to-
day’s global markets.

My good friend Marian Burros re-
cently wrote an article in the New
York Times highlighting the sustain-
able agricultural economy of Hard-
wick, VT, and Hardwick’s surrounding
communities. These Northeast King-
dom communities have begun attract-
ing the attention of local, regional and
national media after the area began at-
tracting some unique characters with
great ideas. From a community-owned
restaurant to renowned cheese makers,
Hardwick and its surrounding towns
are at the center of an experiment in
social agricultural entrepreneurship.
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I ask unanuimous consent that the
text of Marian Burros October 8, 2008,
New York Times article entitled ‘““Unit-
ing Around Food to Save an Ailing
Town’ be printed in the RECORD to
allow my colleagues an opportunity to
hear about the future of Vermont.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

UNITING AROUND F0OOD T0 SAVE AN AILING

TOWN

HARDWICK, VT—This town’s granite compa-
nies shut down years ago and even the rowdy
bars and porno theater that once inspired
the nickname ‘‘Little Chicago’’ have gone.

Facing a Main Street dotted with vacant
stores, residents of this hardscrabble com-
munity of 3,000 are reaching into its past to
secure its future, betting on farming to
make Hardwick the town that was saved by
food.

With the fervor of Internet pioneers, young
artisans and agricultural entrepreneurs are
expanding aggressively, reaching out to in-
vestors and working together to create a col-
lective strength never before seen in this
seedbed of Yankee individualism.

Rob Lewis, the town manager, said these
enterprises have added 75 to 100 jobs to the
area in the past few years.

Rian Fried, an owner of Clean Yield Asset
Management in nearby Greensboro, which
has invested with local agricultural entre-
preneurs, said he’s never seen such coopera-
tive effort.

‘““Across the country a lot of people are
doing it individually but it’s rare when you
see the kind of collective they are pursuing,”
said Mr. Fried, whose firm considers social
and environmental issues when investing.
“The bottom line is they are providing jobs
and making it possible for others to have
their own business.”

In January, Andrew Meyer’s company,
Vermont Soy, was selling tofu from locally
grown beans to five customers; today he has
350. Jasper Hill Farm has built a $3.2-million
aging cave to finish not only its own cheeses
but also those from other cheesemakers.

Pete Johnson, owner of Pete’s Greens, is
working with 30 local farmers to market
their goods in an evolving community sup-
ported agriculture program.

“We have something unique here: a strong
sense of community, connections to the
working landscape and a great work ethic,”
said Mr. Meyer, who was instrumental in
moving many of these efforts forward.

He helped start the Center for an Agricul-
tural Economy, a nonprofit operation that is
planning an industrial park for agricultural
businesses.

Next year the Vermont Food Venture Cen-
ter, where producers can rent kitchen space
and get business advice for adding value to
raw ingredients, is moving to Hardwick from
Fairfax, 40 miles west, because, Mr. Meyer
said, ‘it sees the benefit of being part of the
healthy food system.’”” He expects it to assist
15 to 20 entrepreneurs next year.

““All of us have realized that by working
together we will be more successful as busi-
nesses,” said Tom Stearns, owner of High
Mowing Organic Seeds. ‘At the same time
we will advance our mission to help rebuild
the food system, conserve farmland and
make it economically viable to farm in a
sustainable way.”

Cooperation takes many forms. Vermont
Soy stores and cleans its beans at High Mow-
ing, which also lends tractors to High Fields,
a local compositing company. Byproducts of
High Mowing’s operation—pumpkins and
squash that have been smashed to extract
seeds—are now being purchased by Pete’s
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Greens and turned into soup. Along with
40,000 pounds of squash and pumpKkin, Pete’s
bought 2,000 pounds of High Mowing’s cu-
cumbers this year and turned them into
pickles.

For the past two years, many of these
farmers and businessmen have met infor-
mally once a month to share experiences for
business planning and marketing or pass on
information about, say, a graphic designer
who did good work on promotional materials
or government officials who’ve been particu-
larly helpful. They promote one another’s
products at trade fairs and buy equipment at
auctions that they know their colleagues
need.

More important, they share capital.
They’ve lent each other about $300,000 in
short-term loans. When investors visited Mr.
Stearns over the summer, he took them on a
tour of his neighbors’ farms and businesses.

To expand these enterprises further, the
Center for an Agricultural Economy recently
bought a 15-acre property to start a center
for agricultural education. There will also be
a year-round farmers’ market (from what
began about 20 years ago as one farmer sell-
ing from the trunk of his car on Main Street)
and a community garden, which started with
one plot and now has 22, with a greenhouse
and a paid gardening specialist.

Last month the center signed an agree-
ment with the University of Vermont for fac-
ulty and students to work with farmers and
food producers on marketing, research, even
transportation problems. Already, Mr. Meyer
has licensed a university patent to make his
Vermont Natural Coatings, an environ-
mentally friendly wood finish, from whey, a
byproduct of cheesemaking.

These entrepreneurs, mostly well educated
children of baby boomers who have added
business acumen to the idealism of the area’s
long established hippies and homesteaders,
are in the right place at the right time. The
growing local-food movement, with its con-
cerns about energy usage, food safety and
support for neighbors, was already strong in
Vermont, a state that the National Organic
Farmers’ Association said had more certified
organic acreage per capita than any other.

Mr. Meyer grew up on a dairy farm in
Hardwick and worked in Washington as an
agricultural aide to former Senator Jim Jef-
fords of Vermont. “From my time in Wash-
ington,” Mr. Meyer said, ‘‘I recognize that if
Vermont is going to have a future in agri-
culture we need to look at what works in
Vermont, and that is not commodity agri-
culture.”

The brothers Mateo and Andy Kehler have
found something that works quite well at
their Jasper Hill Farm in nearby Greensboro.
At first they aged their award-winning
cheeses in a basement. Then they began
aging for other cheesemakers. Earlier this
month they opened their new caves, with
space for 2 million pounds of cheese, which
they buy young from other producers.

The Vermont Institute for Artisan Cheese
at the University of Vermont is helping pro-
ducers develop safety and quality programs,
with costs split by Jasper Hill and the pro-
ducers. ‘‘Suddenly being a cheesemaker in
Vermont becomes viable,”” Mateo Kehler
said.

Pete Johnson began a garden when he was
a boy on his family’s land. Now his company,
Pete’s Greens, grows organic crops on 50
acres in Craftsbury, about 10 miles north of
here. He has four moveable greenhouses, ex-
tending the growing season to nine months,
and he has installed a commercial kitchen
that can make everything from frozen pre-
pared foods and soup stocks to baked goods
and sausages. In addition he has enlarged the
concept of the C.S.A. by including 30 farmers
and food producers rather than just a single
farm.
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“We have 200 C.S.A. participants so we’ve
become a fairly substantial customer of
some of these businesses,” he said. ‘““The
local beef supplier got an order for $700 this
week; that’s pretty significant around here.
We’ve encouraged the apple producer who
makes apple pies to use local flour, local
butter, local eggs, maple sugar as well as the
apples so now we have a locavore apple pie.”

“Twelve years ago the market for local
food was lukewarm,” Mr. Johnson added.
““Now this state is primed for anything that
is local. It’s a way to preserve our villages
and rebuild them.”

Like Mr. Johnson, Mr. Stearns of High
Mowing Organic Seeds in Wolcott, who is
president of the Center, knew he wanted to
get into agriculture when he was a boy. His
company, which grew from his hobby of col-
lecting seeds, began in 2000 with a two-page
catalog that generated $36,000 in sales. Today
he has a million-dollar business, selling
seeds all over the United States.

Woody Tasch, chairman of Investors Cir-
cle, a nonprofit network of investors and
foundations dedicated to sustainability, said:
‘“What the Hardwick guys are doing is the
first wave of what could be a major social
transformation, the swinging back of the
pendulum from industrialization and
globalization.”

Mr. Tasch is having a meeting in nearby
Grafton next month with investors, entre-
preneurs, nonprofit groups, philanthropists
and officials to discuss investing in Vermont
agriculture.

Here in Hardwick, Claire’s restaurant, sort
of a clubhouse for farmers, began with in-
vestments from its neighbors. It is a Commu-
nity Supported Restaurant. Fifty investors
who put in $1,000 each will have the money
repaid through discounted meals at the res-
taurant over four years.

‘““‘Liocal ingredients, open to the world,” is
the motto on restaurant’s floor-to-ceiling
windows. ‘‘There’s Charlie who made the
bread tonight,” Kristina Michelsen, one of
four partners, said in a running commentary
one night, identifying farmers and producers
at various tables. ‘“That’s Pete from Pete’s
Greens. You’'re eating his tomatoes.”

Rosy as it all seems, some worry that as
businesses grow larger the owners will be
tempted to sell out to companies that would
not have Hardwick’s best interests at heart.

But the participants have reason to be op-
timistic: Mr. Stearns said that within one
week six businesses wanted to meet with him
to talk about moving to the Hardwick area.

“Things that seemed totally impossible
not so long ago are now going to happen,”
said Mr. Kehler. ‘‘In the next few years a new
wave of businesses will come in behind us. So
many things are possible with collabora-
tion.”

———
TRIBUTE TO PETER CHERNIN

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I yield to
no one in my support of the freedoms
set out in the first amendment to the
Constitution, and I have devoted con-
siderable time and energy to their pro-
tection and preservation. On October
21, 2008, I enjoyed a very special
evening honoring Peter Chernin, the
CEO of Fox News, and a man who
shares my belief in the need to vigor-
ously defend the first amendment.
That night, I congratulated Peter on
receiving the Media Institute’s First
Amendment Award, an award that he
richly deserved for his stand against
rigid and unyielding application of so-
called indecency rules at the Federal
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Communications Commission. I believe
that his words in defense of the first
amendment should be heard and heeded
by all Americans, not just by those
who were fortunate enough to attend
that event.

I ask unanimous consent that the
statement of Peter Chernin from Octo-
ber 21, 2008, be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

PoLITICS, INDECENCY, AND THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

Thank you so much for that introduction,
Senator Leahy. Your strong and unambig-
uous support for the First Amendment is leg-
endary on Capitol Hill, and I could not be
more pleased to have you, a former recipient
of this award, as my presenter tonight. And
thank you to the Media Institute for bestow-
ing this honor on me. As the head of a media
company, I am at times painfully aware of
how important the First Amendment is to
our ability to create thought-provoking and
controversial content. And as a citizen of
this country, I am thankful every day for the
freedoms that we too often take for granted:
the freedom to speak freely, the freedom to
pursue our religious beliefs without persecu-
tion, and the freedom of the press to criticize
our government.

We live in a pluralistic society. One where
diversity rules, where disagreement is a con-
stant, and where there is more than one
right answer for every question. It’s messy.
And for creators of content, if we’re doing
our jobs right, we sometimes offend people.
It’s that simple. And, believe me, we wrestle
with that fact. We struggle with complex
issues every day. Are we guilty of contrib-
uting to the vulgarization of our society or
simply of mirroring it? Is it our responsi-
bility to be the arbiters of good taste, or is
it our duty to push boundaries? Is it even
possible to create innovative programming
for a mass audience that is diverse on every
level—from age, to religious affiliation, to
ethnicity?

We don’t take these issues lightly. We are
constantly thinking about the important
role we play in shaping our culture. Whether
we’re creating television shows, making
films, or working at a newspaper or pub-
lishing house. Certainly, we must entertain,
we must inform and we must provoke. But,
at the same time, we must take very seri-
ously the power we have to affect millions
through