December 10, 2008

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A.
BOEHNER, Republican Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
December 10, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker,
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to section
1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D. Spence National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2001, (22 U.S.C. 7002) amended by Division P
of the Consolidated Appropriations Resolu-
tion, 2003 (22 U.S.C. 6901), I am pleased to re-
appoint Mr. Larry Wortzel of Williamsburg,
Virginia, to the United States-China Eco-
nomic and Security Review Commission, ef-
fective January 1, 2009.

Mr. Wortzel has expressed interest in serv-
ing in this capacity and I am pleased to ful-
fill his request.

Sincerely,
JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Republican Leader.
——
WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF

CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker,
by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1533
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1533

Resolved, That the requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules
on the same day it is presented to the House
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Decem-
ber 13, 2008, providing for consideration or
disposition of a measure relating to financial
assistance to eligible automobile manufac-
turers, and for other purposes.

SEC. 2. House Resolutions 1516 and 1526 are
laid on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York is recognized
for 1 hour.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker,
for the purpose of debate only, I yield
the customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER).
All time yielded during consideration
of the rule is for debate only.

I yield myself such time as I may
consume and ask unanimous consent
that all Members be given 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks on House Resolution
1533.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker,
H. Res. 1533 waives clause 6(a) of rule
XIII, which would require a two-thirds
vote to consider a rule on the same day
it is reported from the Rules Com-
mittee. The waiver would apply to any
rule reported through the legislative
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day of December 13, 2008, that provides
for consideration or disposition of a
measure to authorize financial assist-
ance to eligible automobile manufac-
turers.

This is not an unusual procedure,
particularly at the end of a legislative
session. I want to point out that my
friends on the other side of the aisle in
the 109th Congress reported at least 21
rules that allowed for same-day consid-
eration. In fact, five of those rules
waived this requirement against any
rule reported from the committee. This
rule is for a true emergency. It is for
one purpose, and that is to help facili-
tate the prompt consideration of bipar-
tisan legislation that will prevent the
collapse of our domestic auto industry.

I hope Members on both sides of the
aisle will support this rule so we can
move quickly to address this economic
crisis before the end of the year and
the end of this Congress.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I was
just talking to my very good friend,
my fellow Californian, Mr. LUNGREN,
and he reminded me that what I should
be doing is expressing my appreciation
to the very distinguished Chair of the
Committee on Rules for complimenting
me on the fine work product of the past
Congress when it comes to reporting
out measures such as this.

But I will say, Madam Speaker, that
I rise in strong opposition to this rule.
I rise in opposition to this rule because
it is a martial law rule which provides
the opportunity for this measure to
come to the floor at any time during
the next 4 days. And it is unprece-
dented. And I know that the gentle-
woman has pointed to the fact that at
the end of the Congress, it is very often
that measures like this are utilized.
But there is not a strong bipartisan
consensus for us to proceed with the
measure that is being considered now.

This is, in fact, a $15 billion bailout
bill that is not impacting just an entire
industry, it’s impacting three par-
ticular entities within that industry,
and to do it under a completely closed
process. The distinguished Chair of the
Committee on Financial Services, Mr.
FRANK, acknowledged upstairs, as was
stated by the ranking Republican, Mr.
BACHUS, this was a completely closed
process, and we find this to be very,
very unfortunate that we’re here try-
ing to do this in such a manner.

Now, when we were upstairs in the
Rules Committee, one of the things
that has come forward is the fact that
the American people are hurting. We
all know that. We very much need to
take steps to ensure that we can get
this economy growing, and there is a
bipartisan consensus on the need to
grow our economy. We’ve lost hundreds
of thousands of jobs, as we all know,
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and in light of that, it is imperative
that we take immediate action to try
to create jobs for American workers.
And that’s the reason that my col-
league Mr. DIAZ-BALART, the gen-
tleman from Miami, and I joined in the
Rules Committee last night to do
something that most people thought
we were going to do last spring and we
should have done last spring. And there
was acknowledgment, bipartisan ac-
knowledgment, by Members, including
Members of the leadership in the ma-
jority, that we would, in fact, quite
possibly consider this measure in a
lame duck session. And I'm referring,
of course, to the very important U.S.-
Columbia Free Trade Agreement.

Last April 10, Madam Speaker, there
was a rigorous debate here, and we for
the first time ever saw the Speaker of
the House take action which subverted
the 1974 Trade Act. Basically sent a
message that said the following: We as
Americans want to embark on negotia-
tions with the country, and under the
traditional, what has existed since 1974,
so-called fast-track authority, or what
we refer to now as trade promotion au-
thority existed, so that that measure
would come back to the Congress and
there would be an up-or-down vote.
And for the first time ever in basically
decades and decades, since 1974, we saw
that plan completely thrown out the
window. That promise that had been
made was thrown out the window. But
there was one hope left, and that hope
was that after the election, in a post-
election session, which is where we are
right now, we would have an oppor-
tunity for a debate and a vote as to
whether or not we would pry open the
market in Colombia, 40 million con-
sumers strong, and create an oppor-
tunity for U.S. workers in Indiana, in
Ohio, in Illinois, all across this country
to have a chance to sell their products
into Colombia. That’s really what this
agreement is all about. It’s all about
opening up access to their markets so
that we can create good jobs.

Now, the distinguished Chair of the
Committee on Rules last night was
talking about the economic challenges
that are faced, the economic difficulty,
the devastation that exists in Roch-
ester, Buffalo, and other parts of up-
state New York. We recognize that
very well. Kodak is one of her largest
employers, Madam Speaker, and I be-
lieve that by virtue of passing this
U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement,
we will be able to create more good
jobs in upstate New York so that their
products can be exported into Colom-
bia.

Now, there are other States that
have been particularly hard hit with
this economic downturn that we’re fac-
ing today. States like Ohio. We regu-
larly hear from our colleagues in Ohio
about the devastation that has existed
there. One of the great companies in
Ohio happens to be Whirlpool, and we
know that right now the hardworking
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