January 6, 2009

FEINSTEIN for their recent work on my fa-
ther’s case. It is the compassion of everyone
here that gives my family hope and reason to
believe that the unlikely is possible.

I'm here today to tell you about my recent
visit with my father just two weeks ago. To
give a little background, my father’s sen-
tence allows for only one visit a month. Each
of these visits last about 30 minutes. The
standard procedure is that my family re-
ceives a visitation notice in the mail that
lets us know the date of the visit. As my
whole family lives in North America, we usu-
ally have a very short amount of time to
make the necessary travel arrangements for
a long trip to China. Once there, we have to
go through a lengthy authorization process
before we are allowed to see him. For my lat-
est visit, I had some difficulties getting my
visa as scheduled, and didn’t have the proper
paperwork, which added a lot of additional
stress to this already difficult process. The
visit takes place in a bare concrete building
that borders the gate of his remote prison,
several miles away from the closest city. It
is so secluded that we have to be driven
there by the prison officials, as some of the
terrain in that area has yet to be paved.
Right before we can meet, the prison au-
thorities reminds us of the rules and regula-
tions, which include only speaking in Chi-
nese, and staying away from topics that will
cause my father anxiety. These visits are
conducted in visitation booths and are mon-
itored by four prison officials, two standing
behind the each of us. Separated by metal
bars and two layers of plexi-glass, my father
and I can only communicate using a tele-
phone.

I was very nervous about seeing my father
this time. It had been over a year since my
last visit, and my family had lost contact
with him for 2 months without any clear ex-
planations from the prison, so I was worried
about the state that my father was in. I was
so relieved when I was finally able to see
him, cheerful enough to smile. My first con-
cern was his health. My father said that
while he is stable, his chronic allergies and
sever phlebitis continues to plague him. We
talked mostly about my family, my edu-
cational future and the work that we are
doing on his behalf. As we spoke, it was clear
to me that my father’s untreated depression
and psychological health continues to wors-
en. He had difficulty making steady eye con-
tact and sometimes repeated the same sen-
tences several times. The prison officials
monitoring our conversation were Kkind
enough to allot us an extra 10 minutes.

My father wanted me to let everyone know
that he is eternally grateful for all the work
that has been done on his behalf and that he
remains hopeful that justice will prevail. As
our conversation came to an end, my father
began to cry. He said the thought of never
seeing his ailing 87-year-old mother again
often brings him to tears and that his only
wish is that they will be reunited before it’s
too late.

It has now been over 6 years that my fa-
ther, now almost 62 years old, lingers alone
in prison. I come here today in hopes of con-
veying the message that my father’s situa-
tion has become evermore critical and his
time is running out. This is my third time
I’'ve visited my father, and it is obvious that
both his physical and mental health is dete-
riorating. He has aged so much in the last
few years, and his depression is becoming
dangerously severe. The prison authorities
have told my family that my father’s only
chance of receiving medical parole is if he
admit guilt to the charges of ‘‘terrorism’
and ‘‘espionage’. . .but I know that my fa-
ther would never, nor does my family want
him to confess to claims that are not only
false, but that will comprise his dignity and
values.
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As we commemorate the 60th Anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, I just want to remind everyone that
it is because of my father’s unwavering com-
mitment to this cause that he is being so un-
justly punished today. As the founder of the
Chinese overseas pro-democracy movement,
there was nothing harder that my father
fought for than the values of human rights,
freedom and democracy for the people of his
homeland. His contribution to his beliefs has
now cost him 6 years of solitary confine-
ment, and possibly his life if we do not con-
tinue to fight for his freedom.

So I would like to close today by asking
the present and new administration to call
for my father’s immediate release on med-
ical and humanitarian grounds.

I also invite everyone here, along with
your friends and family to visit
www.initiativesforchina.org to sign an online
petition addressed to President Hu Jintao,
also calling for my father’s release. Lastly, I
would like to work with congressional lead-
ers toward the goal of obtaining honorary
U.S. citizenship for my father as recognition
of his lifelong service to democracy and as a
statement of America’s recommitment to
making human rights a priority in its agen-
da. On behalf of my family, I would like to
thank everyone here for coming and for your
sincere concern for my father.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE SOCIAL
SECURITY PRESERVATION ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 6, 2009

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to protect
the integrity of the Social Security trust fund
by introducing the Social Security Preservation
Act. The Social Security Preservation Act is a
rather simple bill which states that all moneys
raised by the Social Security trust fund will be
spent in payments to beneficiaries, with ex-
cess receipts invested in interest-bearing cer-
tificates of deposit. This will help keep Social
Security trust fund moneys from being diverted
to other programs, as well as allow the fund
to grow by providing for investment in interest-
bearing instruments.

The Social Security Preservation Act en-
sures that the government will keep its prom-
ises to America’s seniors that taxes collected
for Social Security will be used for Social Se-
curity. When the government taxes Americans
to fund Social Security, it promises the Amer-
ican people that the money will be there for
them when they retire. Congress has a moral
obligation to keep that promise.

With federal deficits reaching historic levels,
and with new demands being made on the
U.S. Treasury on an almost weekly basis, the
pressure from special interests for massive
new raids on the trust fund is greater than
ever. Thus it is vital that Congress act now to
protect the trust fund from big spending, pork-
barrel politics. As a medical doctor, | know the
first step in treatment is to stop the bleeding,
and the Social Security Preservation Act stops
the bleeding of the Social Security trust fund.
| therefore call upon all my colleagues, regard-
less of which proposal for long-term Social Se-
curity reform they support, to stand up for
America’s seniors by cosponsoring the Social
Security Preservation Act.
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HONORING KEARNEY HIGH SCHOOL
OF KEARNEY, MISSOURI

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 6, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ments of the students, teachers, administra-
tors, parents, and patrons of Kearney High
School and the Kearney R-1 School District.
Kearney High School was named a 2008 No
Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon School of the
year.

Madam Speaker, Kearney R-l School Dis-
trict encompasses 100 square miles in north-
ern Clay County and Clinton County. In order
for Kearney High School to receive such a
prestigious national distinction, they were re-
quired to score in the top 10 percent on the
State of Missouri’s assessment test. | would
like to make a special note of Kearney R-I
School District Superintendent Dr. Chris
Belcher, newly retired Kearney High School
Principal Daryl Rinne, and current Kearney
High School Principal Randy Wepler for their
commitment and leadership to the students of
Kearney High School.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join me in
applauding the outstanding achievements of
Kearney High School. It is an honor to have
a high school like Kearney in the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Missouri that strives for
educational excellence. We wish them many
more years of success.

—

INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO
STUDY METHODS OF ERADI-
CATING ASIAN CARP FROM THE
GREAT LAKES ECOSYSTEM

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 6, 2009

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, | am proud to
stand here today to introduce legislation which
provides for the exploration of methods to
eradicate the dangerous Asian carp from the
Great Lakes.

Each year, invasive species in the Great
Lakes cause more than $5 billion in economic
damage and irreparable harm to an eco-
system that provides more than 40 million
people with jobs. water, food. and recreation.
A new invader, the Asian carp, threatens to
further destroy the region’s ecosystem and
economy, and it is imperative that we act to
prevent this catastrophe.

A single barrier in the Chicago Sanitary and
Ship Canal, built as a temporary demonstra-
tion project 5 years ago, is the only thing pre-
venting these invaders from entering Lake
Michigan and drastically altering the entire re-
gion’s ecosystem. While Congress recently
provided full authorization and funding for this
critical barrier, it may not be enough to pre-
vent the Asian carp from infiltrating the Great
Lakes and the devastating consequences that
would follow.

It is therefore critical that we also explore al-
ternatives and supplements to the carp barrier.
My legislation would direct the Fish and Wild-
life Service in conjunction with the National At-
mospheric and Oceanic Administration and
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Great Lakes States to conduct a study on the
feasibility of a variety of approaches to eradi-
cating Asian carp from the Great Lakes. The
legislation specifically directs the agencies to
study the feasibility of temporarily harvesting
Asian carp as a means to eradicate the
invasive species in an environmentally respon-
sible manner.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion to explore all possibilities to effectively
eliminate the threat that this dangerous spe-
cies poses to our Nation’s most precious nat-
ural resource.

————

RECOGNIZING BARBARA KUJAWA
OF WEEKI WACHEE, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 6, 2009

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Barbara
Kujawa of Hernando County, Florida. Barbara
will do something later this year that all of us
strive to do, but that very few of us will ever
accomplish, celebrate her 100th birthday.

Barbara was born December 5, 1909 in
Ironwood, Michigan. After attending schools in
Detroit at St. Stanislaus and Resurrection
schools, Barbara went on to work as an as-
sembly line worker. Happily married to Aloys-
ius Kujawa, she had four wonderful children,
thirteen grandchildren and twenty-one great
grandchildren.

Her proudest moments were seeing all of
her children get married and the happiest mo-
ment was when she gave birth to her daugh-
ter. Growing up in Michigan, some of her
fondest childhood memories are of sledding
on a big hill in Grand Rapids with her cousins
and walking out on the ice to see her father
ice fish.

Moving to Hernando County in the 1980’s
because it was a nice place to live, Barbara
said the things she likes most about Weeki
Wachee are that it's peaceful and quiet.
Today, reading gives Barbara the most pleas-
ure. If she could live her life over, Barbara
would not have gotten married but would have
traveled the world and made sure she had
gotten a better education. Her advice to young
people today is to work hard, be honest, don’t
drink or do drugs, and honor your parents.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join me in
honoring Barbara Kujawa for reaching her
100th birthday. | hope we all have the good
fortune to live as long as her.

———

HONORING ALEXANDER THOMAS
TRITICO

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 6, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Alexander Thomas Tritico
of Kansas City, Missouri. Alexander is a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 1261, and earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.
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Alexander has been very active with his
troop, participating in many Scout activities.
Over the many years Alexander has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Alexander Thomas Tritico
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE
AND SACRIFICE OF SERGEANT
PRESTON R. MEDLEY, UNITED
STATES ARMY

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 6, 2009

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to honor the life of Sergeant Preston Med-
ley, United States Army. Sergeant Medley was
killed in action on October 14, 2008 while
serving our nation in Qazi Bandeh, Afghani-
stan, in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. Sergeant Medley was assigned to D
Company, 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

A 2003 graduate of Baker High School,
Preston played football and was involved in
the broadcasting program. “He was the ener-
getic, joyful kind of person that helped make
our program successful,” one teacher said.
After his mother passed away in 2005, Pres-
ton decided he wanted to serve this nation
and joined the Army. He will now go to his
eternal resting place next to his mother in the
Pyron Chapel Cemetery in Baker, Florida.

While Preston was serving on active duty at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, he met his beau-
tiful wife, Sarah, who was a fellow Soldier.
Sarah gave birth to their daughter, Raelynn, in
September 2007 and gave birth to their son,
Preston Ray Medley Jr. on December 8, 2008.
Preston’s name, his fighting spirit and his car-
ing soul will continue to live on through
Raelynn and Preston, Jr.

| am always reminded of the greatness of
our country by the patriotism of those like
Preston and the dedication of our military fam-
ilies like Sarah and the Medley family. We
have an all-volunteer military and continue to
ask our sons and daughters to travel to far-
away lands to fight for our freedom. Men and
women like Preston Medley continue to an-
swer the call.

The people of Northwest Florida have rea-
son to be proud of Sergeant Preston Medley
for his service and sacrifice for freedom. While
his passing is a tremendous loss for our coun-
try, his selfless service stands as a pillar of
strength for us all. Vicki and | will keep Pres-
ton’s entire family in our thoughts and prayers.
| trust that all the people of Northwest Florida
and our nation do the same.

January 6, 2009
THE FATR AND SIMPLE TAX ACT

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 6, 2009

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, virtually ev-
eryone is talking about the need for us to have
a second economic stimulus package. From
faling home prices to rising unemployment,
there is no doubt that the economic volatility
our nation has experienced over the past few
months has caused great uncertainty and
there are many needs that have to be met. As
we seek to get our economy back on track, |
am very proud to be introducing what | think
is the closest thing to a panacea to the eco-
nomic growth challenge that we are facing.

This plan, known as Fair and Simple Tax
Act, or simply FAST, would cut the number of
tax brackets in half, with three simple tax
rates—10 percent on the first $40,000 in in-
come, 15 percent on incomes between
$40,000 and $150,000 and 30 percent on any
income above $150,000, significantly reducing
the burden on taxpayers at all income levels.
Furthermore, it will dramatically simplify the
tax filing process by creating a one-page tax
form that implements the three-tier simplified
marginal rate structure, while retaining many
of the popular deductions, including mortgage
interest, state and local taxes, charitable giv-
ing, the personal exemption and the child tax
credit.

But the FAST Act is about much more than
just lowering marginal tax rates for working
families or making that April 15 deadline easi-
er to meet each year. It's about getting our
economy growing again and creating new op-
portunities. This bill reduces the capital gains
rate from 15 percent to 10 percent, lowers the
top corporate rate from 35 percent to 25 per-
cent and permanently extends the research
and development tax credit. These provisions
will not only promote new economic growth,
but they will also make the U.S. economy
more competitive and help to provide the tax
certainty that spurs investment and capital im-
provements.

The FAST Act will permanently end the
death tax and will further index the alternative
minimum tax (AMT) to inflation, ensuring that
fewer taxpayers are impacted each year. It
also permanently extends the 2001 and 2003
pro-growth tax cuts.

Finally, the FAST Act will enable Americans
to better prepare for their future needs. This
legislation creates three new, tax-free savings
accounts: the Retirement Savings Account
and the Lifetime Savings Account, both pro-
viding a $5,000 tax-free contribution, and the
Lifetime Skills Savings Account, which pro-
vides a $1,000 tax-free contribution. Addition-
ally, the FAST Act provides a $7,500 tax de-
duction for individuals and a $15,000 tax de-
duction for families who do not receive em-
ployer-sponsored health coverage. This ex-
panded deduction will provide individuals and
families with additional assistance to purchase
healthcare and allows unspent funds to be al-
located to a Health Savings Account (HSA).
Each of these provisions will help Americans
to secure their financial futures by saving for
healthcare costs, continuing education and re-
tirement.

Madam Speaker, our nation is facing a se-
vere economic crisis that must be addressed
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