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launched the Heritage Foundation and Free 
Congress Foundation and played a key role 
in mobilizing cultural conservatives into po-
litical battle was someone who left postwar 
conservatism and the world a different place 
than it was before he came on the political 
scene. In short, he was a man of con-
sequence. 

Born in Racine, Wisconsin, Weyrich had a 
passion for politics almost since childhood. 
Active in Young Republicans at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin (Madison), the young 
Weyrich quit college to become a political 
reporter for the Milwaukee Sentinel and 
later became a television reporter in Keno-
sha, Wisconsin and then in Denver, Colorado. 

In 1967, Weyrich came to Washington as 
press secretary to conservative Sen. Gordon 
Allot (R.–Col.). At one point, Weyrich later 
recalled to me, he had received an invitation 
by mistake to a luncheon of liberal staffers 
on Capitol Hill Weyrich attended anyway 
and, in his words, ‘‘I saw all the liberal 
groups and staffers going through issues, giv-
ing assignments to people, and agreeing to 
meet again. Conservatives needed to be 
doing the same thing and I decided to do 
something about it.’’ 

Beginning with staffers from conservative 
House and Senate offices, and later with 
leaders of national right-of-center groups, 
Weyrich began regular lunches and meetings 
that are today a staple of the modern con-
servative movement. With the financial sup-
port of Colorado beer baron Joseph Coors, 
Weyrich and fellow Hill staffer Ed Feulner 
launched the Heritage Foundation in 1973. A 
counterforce to the liberal Brookings Insti-
tute, Heritage would grow into one of the 
most respected ‘‘think tanks’’ and provide 
the intellectual firepower in the Reagan Ad-
ministration in 1980 and to Congress after 
Republicans won control of both Houses in 
1994. 

In the 1970s, Weyrich helped launch the 
Committee for the Survival of a Free Con-
gress (which later became the Free Congress 
Foundation) and the Moral Majority. Both 
groups were pivotal in mobilizing religious 
conservatives into political activity for can-
didates and, in 1978, played critical roles in 
the elections of such conservative titans as 
Sens. Bill Armstrong (R.–Col.) and Gordon 
Humphrey (R.–NH) and Reps. Newt Gingrich 
(R.–GA) and Dan Lungren (R.–CA). 

Quoting Napoleon’s celebrated question 
‘‘How many legions does the Pope have?’’ 
Weyrich once told me, ‘‘Believing Christians 
now have many legions—and they’re vot-
ing.’’ (Raised a Roman Catholic, Weyrich 
himself became angry when a priest at-
tacked something his then-boss Allott was 
supporting in the Senate; he thereupon 
joined the Eastern Rite Orthodox Church and 
later became a deacon.) 

Weyrich attempted to bring change and 
fresh activity to every aspect of politics. As 
more and more countries became democratic 
and elected their leaders, Weyrich became 
president of the Krieble Institute from 1989– 
96 and trained political activists in Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union. (At one 
point, he and fellow Krieble trainer Gary 
Hoffmeister performed a vaudeville skit to 
demonstrate campaigning to budding Rus-
sian politicians.) The former TV newsman 
founded the satellite television station Na-
tional Empowerment Television and later 
hosted a talk show on satellite radio. 

Occasionally, Weyrich critics on both the 
right and left would bring up his penchant 
for abrupt replies and gruffness. His response 
to me was ‘‘I never wanted everyone to like 
me—just enough people so we can get polit-
ical change.’’ 

In September of this year, more than 400 
friends, Members of Congress and other po-
litical leaders packed the Four Seasons 

Hotel to pay tribute to the activist, who had 
been in failing health from a spinal injury in 
’01. In thanking his friends, Weyrich recalled 
how, in spite of his health problems, life had 
been good to him: an only child, he had had 
a strong marriage to wife Joyce that pro-
duced five children; interested in the U.S. 
Senate all his life, he got to work there; a 
lover of trains, he served on the national 
board of Amtrak and the Amtrak Reform 
Council; a lifelong conservative, he played a 
major role in shaping its modern form. 

And, even when we disagreed or he took 
issue with Human Events, Weyrich was a 
faithful reader who would frequently cite 
columns in our publication. I already miss 
Paul Weyrich very much. We all will in the 
future. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
ENERGY SUSTAINABILITY ACT 
OF 2009 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 8, 2009 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, today, my 
distinguished colleague Mr. MICHAUD and I, 
along with several of our other colleagues, are 
introducing the bipartisan Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, VA, Energy Sustainability Act of 
2009. This legislation would establish strategic 
and long-term plans for energy sustainability 
and conservation within the VA. 

Addressing our Nation’s energy problem 
calls for Congress to adopt a multi-faceted ap-
proach to include the use of alternative fuels, 
restructuring building systems, and encour-
aging the use of energy efficient systems and 
vehicles. Our bill would require a report on the 
installation of alternative fuel stations at VA fa-
cilities, as funded in P.L. 110–329, and require 
a feasibility study regarding the installation of 
energy efficient and renewable energy sys-
tems in Department buildings. Such systems 
include solar technologies, energy efficient 
roof and building envelope systems, wind 
technology, and wood-based bio-fuels. 

As our country adapts to the increased glob-
al demand for energy resources, it is impera-
tive that we effectively implement wise con-
sumption policies and take real steps to miti-
gate the impact of increased costs. This bill 
would create a VA Office of Energy Manage-
ment, and an Energy Advisory Committee 
consisting of VA officials and private sector 
experts on energy management. The Office of 
Energy Management, with the advice and rec-
ommendations of the Energy Advisory Com-
mittee and national laboratories such as those 
at Lawrence Livermore and Oak Ridge, would 
be responsible for helping VA meet a number 
of specific energy sustainability goals. This in-
cludes compliance with Presidential Order 
13423, VA Directive 0055, and the long term 
sustainable energy plans in this legislation. 
The office would also establish a database to 
track VA’s energy and water consumption. 

In an effort to assist our Nation’s veterans in 
their individual efforts to become more energy 
efficient, our bill would provide an additional 
amount of up to $10,000 for high efficiency 
systems for veterans who qualify for specially 
adaptive housing grants under section 
2101(a)(2) of title 38, United States Code. Ad-
ditionally, it would provide veterans who qual-

ify for a specially adapted auto grant, under 
section 3902(a) of title 38, United States 
Code, the additional amount necessary to pur-
chase alternative fuel vehicles. 

Finally, VA would be authorized to conduct 
a pilot program for the sale of air pollution 
emission reduction incentives, also known as 
emission reduction credits, and VA would be 
authorized to retain proceeds from the sales. 
America’s veterans should benefit from the 
VA’s efforts to produce cleaner energy. 

Madam Speaker, as the cost of fossil fuels 
rises and resources become scarcer, our na-
tion must provide services for our veterans in 
an energy efficient manner. A sustainable en-
ergy program at VA will conserve energy and 
financial resources that can be used to pro-
vide care for our veterans. I encourage my 
colleagues to support the bipartisan Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Energy Sustainability 
Act of 2009. 
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INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
HONORING ‘‘GO FOR BROKE’’ 
REGIMENTS WITH CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 8, 2009 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation recognizing the Japa-
nese-American 100th Infantry Battalion and 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, commonly 
known as the ‘‘Go For Broke’’ regiments, for 
their dedicated service to our Nation during 
World War II. 

These brave men served with pride, cour-
age and conviction, waging a war on two 
fronts—abroad against a forceful and oppres-
sive fascism, and at home against the intoler-
ance of racial injustice. After the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor incited doubts about the loyalty 
of Japanese-Americans, these brave men who 
enlisted to fight to protect our Nation were 
faced with segregated training conditions, fam-
ilies and friends relocated to internment 
camps, and repeated questions about their 
combat abilities. At a time when they could 
have easily turned their backs on a country 
which had seemingly turned its back on them, 
these men chose the nobler, bolder, and more 
difficult route. 

The ‘‘Go For Broke’’ regiments went on to 
earn several awards for their distinctive serv-
ice in combat, including: 7 Presidential Unit Ci-
tations, 21 Medals of Honor, 29 Distinguished 
Service Crosses, 560 Silver Stars, 4,000 
Bronze Stars, 22 Legion of Merit Medals, 15 
Soldier’s Medals, and over 4,000 Purple 
Hearts, among numerous additional distinc-
tions. For their size and length of service, the 
100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Regi-
mental Combat Team were the most deco-
rated U.S. military units of the war. However, 
these regiments have yet to be honored with 
a Congressional Gold Medal. 

To answer the call of duty requires excep-
tional courage and sacrifice, but to respond 
with a vigor and persistence unaffected by 
those who sought to malign and impede their 
every achievement reveals an incredible spirit 
and admirable will. Please join me in honoring 
these courageous men by supporting the 
granting of a Congressional Gold Medal, col-
lectively, to the U.S. Army’s 100th Infantry 
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