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House of Representatives 
The House met at 4 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 16, 2009. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA F. 
EDWARDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, You are with us as the 
111th Congress takes flight. So early in 
the year, You graciously offer us a pro-
phetic sign. We praise You and bless 
You as the Nation watches You nest so 
forcibly the steely bird in the waters of 
the Hudson River. 

Standing on wings, our brothers and 
sisters are carried to safety by water 
bugs of the harbor. 

The sudden wisdom and experience of 
pilot’s crew inspires disciplined behav-
ior of women and children first, drown-
ing self-interest items as in a momen-
tary baptism. Together, they all come 
to new life. 

May Your miraculous stories always 
reassure the faith of Congress and the 
hope of Your people that You are with 
us both now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 16, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
January 16, 2009, at 2:08 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby 
he submits the Economic Report of the 
President. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111–2) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

The American economy has consist-
ently proven its strength and resilience 
the face of shocks such as natural dis-
asters, high energy prices, and the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11. The 
economy experienced 6 years of unin-
terrupted expansion, which included a 
record stretch of 52 consecutive months 
of job creation. The past year saw this 
growth cease as several forces that de-
veloped over many years in the credit 
and housing markets converged. The 
combination of these factors, coupled 
with a sustained period of rising energy 
prices, was sufficient to threaten the 
entire financial system and generated a 
shock so large that its effects have 
been felt throughout the global econ-
omy. 

Under ordinary circumstances, it 
would be preferable to allow the free 
market to take its course and correct 
over time. But the Government has a 
responsibility to safeguard the broader 
health and stability of our economy. 
Under the extraordinary circumstances 
created by the financial crisis, the po-
tential damage to American house-
holds and businesses was so severe that 
a systemic, aggressive, and unprece-
dented Government response was the 
only responsible policy option. 

The actions taken by my Administra-
tion in response to the financial crisis 
have laid the groundwork for a return 
to economic growth and job creation, 
and they are beginning to show some 
early results. A measure of stability 
has returned to the financial system. 
There will, of course, continue to be 
challenges. Temporary Government 
programs must remain temporary and 
be unwound in an orderly manner as 
soon as conditions warrant. Financial 
regulations must be modernized to re-
flect the realities of the 21st century, 
and these efforts should ensure that 
the objective of protecting consumers 
and investors does not come at the ex-
pense of the flexibility required for in-
novations to come to the market. We 
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must also continue to trust Americans 
with the responsibility of homeowner-
ship and empower them to weather tur-
bulent times in the market by helping 
creditworthy homeowners avoid fore-
closure. 

As the country navigates through 
this trying period, we must never lose 
sight of the enormous benefits deliv-
ered by the free enterprise system. 
Americans have good reasons to be 
confident about the long-term health 
of our economy. Despite the current 
difficulties, there are a number of posi-
tive economic factors. Inflationary 
pressures have moderated as record 
high prices for oil and gasoline have re-
treated. Productivity growth, which 
helps to increase our standard of living 
and improve our international com-
petitiveness, remains solid. The Amer-
ican economy continues to be the larg-
est and most dynamic in the world, and 
its solid foundation of flexible labor 
markets, low tax rates, and open trade 
and investment policies all contribute 
to its ability to recover fairly quickly 
from shocks. Over the past 8 years, my 
Administration has worked to 
strengthen this foundation by adopting 
pro-growth, market-oriented policies, 
and our policies will position the econ-
omy for a strong rebound and contin-
ued long-run growth. 

Sound economic policy begins with 
keeping taxes low. The tax relief en-
acted by my Administration was the 
largest in a generation. Tax rates have 
been lowered for every American who 
pays income taxes. More than 13 mil-
lion Americans had their Federal in-
come tax liability completely elimi-
nated, and individuals and businesses 
have kept $1.7 trillion of their own 
hard-earned money. Raising taxes at 
any time reduces our international 
competitiveness and further distorts 
the decisions of individuals and busi-
nesses; doing so in the current environ-
ment would have serious consequences 
for the economy. This tax relief has 
been a key factor in promoting the eco-
nomic growth and job creation of re-
cent years, and it should be made per-
manent. Unless the Congress acts, 
most of the tax relief that we have de-
livered over the past 8 years will be 
taken away, and 116 million American 
taxpayers will see their taxes rise. 

The Government also has a responsi-
bility to spend the taxpayers’ money 
wisely. Over the course of my Adminis-
tration, the rate of growth in nonsecu-
rity discretionary spending has stead-
ily decreased from more than 16 per-
cent in 2001 to below the rate of infla-
tion today. While the financial crisis 
has required significant taxpayer in-
vestments that will increase the budg-
et deficit, we expect that most or all of 
those investments will be paid back to 
taxpayers over time. The greatest chal-
lenge to the fiscal health of the coun-
try remains the unsustainable growth 
in entitlement programs such as Social 
Security, 

Medicare, and Medicaid. I have laid 
out responsible, innovative solutions to 

address these challenges, which will 
otherwise only grow more difficult to 
solve over time. The Congress has an 
obligation to confront these issues. 

Government does have a role to play 
in health care, but a robust private 
market is critical to ensuring that 
health care is affordable and accessible 
for all Americans. My Administration 
has sought to balance public and pri-
vate roles in health care with market- 
oriented policies that increase the effi-
ciency of health care delivery, encour-
age competition, and leave decisions in 
the hands of individuals and their doc-
tors. For example, enactment of the 
Medicare prescription drug benefit pro-
gram has provided more than 40 mil-
lion Americans with better access to 
prescription drug coverage, expanded 
competition in Medicare, trusted con-
sumers to make their own health care 
decisions, and the costs have been 
much lower than originally estimated. 
The introduction of Health Savings Ac-
counts has also provided consumers 
with greater access to affordable 
health care plans. There is much more 
that can be done to improve health 
care, such as adopting medical liability 
reform, eliminating the bias in the tax 
code against those who do not receive 
health insurance through their employ-
ers, and increasing the power of small 
employers, civic groups, and commu-
nity organizations to negotiate lower- 
priced health premiums. These policies 
would help reduce frivolous lawsuits 
that increase patients’ costs, promote 
the use of health savings accounts, and 
encourage competition among health 
plans across State lines. 

To be competitive in the global mar-
ketplace, the United States must re-
main open to international trade and 
investment and reject the false prom-
ise offered by protectionist policies. 
American workers and businesses can 
compete with anyone in the world, as 
evidenced by the remarkable perform-
ance of American exports in recent 
years. When I took office, the United 
States had free trade agreements 
(FTAs) in force with only three coun-
tries. Today, we have FTAs in force 
with 16 countries. I thank the Congress 
for its approval of these agreements 
and strongly encourage prompt ap-
proval of the agreements with Colom-
bia, Panama, and South Korea that 
will benefit our country. These agree-
ments will provide greater access for 
our exports, support good jobs for 
American workers, and promote Amer-
ica’s strategic interests. We also have 
an unprecedented opportunity to re-
duce barriers to global trade and in-
vestment through a successful conclu-
sion to the World Trade Organization 
Doha Round negotiations. In addition, 
the Congress should reauthorize and re-
form trade adjustment assistance so 
that we can help those workers whose 
jobs are displaced to learn new skills 
and find new jobs. 

The rapid increase in energy prices in 
the past year exposed just how depend-
ent our economy is on oil. We must 

continue taking steps to increase our 
energy security. The Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 and the Energy Independ-
ence and Security Act of 2007 were 
major steps toward this goal, but in 
the short term, our country will con-
tinue to rely on fossil fuels for most of 
its energy supply. I am pleased that 
the Congress recognized this reality 
and agreed to remove restrictions that 
will allow responsible oil and gas ex-
ploration on the Outer Continental 
Shelf and expanded access to oil shale 
to help meet America’s energy needs. 
In the long run, our energy security 
will require advances in clean and re-
newable energy technologies. My Ad-
ministration has worked to reduce gas-
oline consumption and promote alter-
native fuels to transform the way 
Americans power their cars and trucks. 
We have also worked to develop cleaner 
energy sources to power Americans’ 
homes and places of work, such as 
clean coal, nuclear, solar, and wind 
power. At home, we are on the path to 
slow, stop, and eventually reverse the 
growth of greenhouse gas emissions, 
but substantial reductions in global 
greenhouse gas emissions are only pos-
sible with the concerted action of all 
countries. The Major Economies Proc-
ess launched by my Administration in 
2007 has brought all major economies 
together to discuss a common approach 
to a global climate agreement that in-
cludes the meaningful participation of 
all major economies. 

The creativity, ingenuity, and re-
sourcefulness of the American people is 
our country’s greatest strength, and a 
vibrant education system is key to 
maintaining our Nation’s competitive 
edge and extending economic oppor-
tunity to every citizen. Workers who 
invest in their education and training 
enjoy higher incomes and greater job 
security. The No Child Left Behind Act 
has succeeded in bringing greater ac-
countability to schools, and the results 
are clear; as one example, African 
American and Hispanic students are 
posting all-time high scores in a num-
ber of categories. The Congress should 
reauthorize this vital law, and our Na-
tion must continue to demand results 
and accountability from our edu-
cational system. To be competitive in 
the global economy, American workers 
also need to continually update their 
skills. To that end, my Administration 
has invested nearly $1 billion in new 
job training initiatives to ensure our 
workforce has the skills required of 
21st century jobs. We have also nearly 
doubled support for Pell Grants to help 
millions of low-income Americans af-
ford college tuition. The technological 
innovation that drives our global eco-
nomic leadership depends on continued 
scientific discoveries and advance-
ments, and I am pleased that the Con-
gress authorized the doubling of basic 
research in key physical science and 
engineering agencies as I proposed in 
my American Competitiveness Initia-
tive (ACI). I urge the Congress to ap-
propriate these ACI funds promptly to 
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help sustain our economy’s long-term 
competitive position. 

Many of these issues are discussed in 
the 2009 Annual Report of the Council 
of Economic Advisers. The Council has 
prepared this Report to help policy-
makers understand the economic con-
ditions and issues that underlie my Ad-
ministration’s policy decisions. Free 
market policies have lifted millions of 
people out of poverty and given them 
the opportunity to build a more hope-
ful life. By continuing to trust the de-
cisions of individuals and markets and 
pursuing pro-growth policies, Ameri-
cans can be confident that the econ-
omy will emerge stronger than ever 
from its current challenges, with great-
er opportunity for prosperity and eco-
nomic growth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 2009. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 16, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
January 16, 2009, at 10:29 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 22. 
That the Senate passed S. 273. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, 

Clerk of the House. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHIEF OF 
STAFF, THE HONORABLE CHRIS-
TOPHER P. CARNEY, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from April Metwalli, Chief of 
Staff, the Honorable CHRISTOPHER P. 
CARNEY, Member of Congress: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 9, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify 
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I 
have been served with a subpoena for testi-
mony and documents issued by the Court of 
Common Pleas for Wayne County, Pennsyl-
vania. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I will make the determinations 
required by Rule VIII. 

Sincerely, 
APRIL METWALLI, 

Chief of Staff. 

COMMUNICATION FROM CON-
STITUENT SERVICES DIRECTOR, 
THE HONORABLE CHRISTOPHER 
P. CARNEY, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Joe Fabricatore, Con-
stituent Services Director, the Honor-
able CHRISTOPHER P. CARNEY, Member 
of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, January 9, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to nofify 
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I 
have been served with a subpoena for testi-
mony issued by the Court of Common Pleas 
for Wayne County, Pennsylvania. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I will make the determinations 
required by Rule VIII. 

Sincerely, 
JOE FABRICATORE, 

Constituent Services Director. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE CHRISTOPHER P. CAR-
NEY, MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable CHRIS-
TOPHER P. CARNEY, Member of Con-
gress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, January 9, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify 
you formally, pursuant to rule VIII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I 
have been served with a subpoena for testi-
mony and documents issued by the Court of 
Common Pleas for Wayne County, Pennsyl-
vania. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I will make the determinations 
required by rule VIII. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER P. CARNEY, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 273. An act to require the designation of 
the federally occupied building located at 
McKinley Avenue and Third Street, S.W., 
Canton, Ohio, as the ‘‘Ralph Regula Federal 
Office Building and Courthouse’’ to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the House stands adjourned 
until 10 a.m. on Tuesday next. 

There was no objection. 
Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 8 min-

utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Tuesday, Janu-
ary 20, 2009, at 10 a.m. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

148. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment Agricultural Marketing Service, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Cotton Board Rules and Regulations; Adjust-
ing Supplemental Assessment on Imports 
(2008 Amendments) [Docket No.: AMS-CN-08- 
0040; CN-08-002] received January 7, 2009, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

149. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Tomatoes Grown 
in Flordia; Partial Exemption to the Min-
imum Grade Requirements [Docket No.: 
AMS FV-08-0090; FVO9-966-1 IFR] received 
January 7, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

150. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Milk in the North-
east and Other Marketing Areas; Final Deci-
sion on Proposed Amendments to Tentative 
Marketing Agreements and to Orders and 
Termination of Proceeding [Docket No.: AO- 
14-A76, et al.; DA-07-01; AMS-DA-07-0116] re-
ceived January 7, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

151. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Dried Prunes Pro-
duced in California; Decreased Assessment 
Rate [Docket No.: AMS-FV-08-0060;FV08-993-1 
FIR] received January 7, 2009, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

152. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Lamb Promotion 
and Research Program: Procedures To Re-
quest Conduct of a Referendum [Docket No.: 
LS-08-0041] received January 7, 2009, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

153. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Policy, Department of Labor, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Civil Penalties Under ERISA Section 
502(c)(4) [29 CFR Part 2560] (RIN: 1210 -AB24) 
received January 7, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

154. A letter from the Saftey Engineer, Oc-
cupational Saftey and Health Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Longshoring and Marine Terminals; 
Vertical Tandem Lifts [Docket No.: S-025A] 
(RIN: 1218-AA56) received January 7, 2009, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

155. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Energy Information Administration, 
Department of Energy, transmitting the De-
partment’s report entitled, ‘‘Performance 
Profiles of Major Energy Producers 2007,’’ 
pursuant to Public Law 95-91, section 205(h); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

156. A letter from the Program Manager 
ODRM, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
‘‘Major’’ final rule — HIPAA Administrative 
Simplification: Modifications to Medical 
Data Code Set Standards to Adopt ICD-10- 
CM and ICD-10-PCS [CMS-0013-F] (RIN: 0958- 
AN25) received January 15, 2009, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

157. A letter from the Program Manager 
ODRM, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
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