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Mr. AKIN. This is 33.4 percent more
than we spend on defense in this coun-
try. There’s a reason for us to have a
sense of urgency and to use strong lan-
guage. To me, this is a bridge to bank-
ruptcy is the way I would put it.

I yield to the gentleman from Geor-
gia.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I think
you’re exactly right, Mr. AKIN. I think
it is a bridge to bankruptcy. In fact, I
believe in my heart, without question,
that this is going to delay a recovery.
I think it very potentially is going to
force us into a deep depression in this
Nation because of this so-called stim-
ulus bill. I call it a nonstimulus bill be-
cause I don’t think it’s going to stimu-
late the economy.

Let me ask you a question. I know in
my office, I'm not sure we had even one
call supporting this bill, and I think
most offices got a lot of calls in their
office.

Mr. AKIN. Reclaiming my time,
that’s a good question. We received
hundreds of calls. Almost all of them
were completely against this massive,
massive spending.

I note, though, that we’ve also been
joined by the very distinguished judge
from Texas noted for his wit and his
good common sense.

Congressman GOHMERT, I would yield
to you if you have a comment that you
would like to make.

Mr. GOHMERT. I appreciate the gen-
tleman’s yielding. Obviously he was
mistaking me for TED POE, but I appre-
ciate the comments.

Mr. BROUN of
CARTER too, Judge.

Mr. GOHMERT. That’s right.

One of the things that really breaks
my heart, though, about all of this, we
can talk about it from a lofty level
here in the second floor of the U.S.
Capitol, but the truth is during the
Bush terms of office, Republicans went
from a time when they were the ones
that balanced the budget in the 1990s,
and they moved to a time when there
was just euphoria. Yes, tax cuts hap-
pened, and as a result, record revenues
just poured into the U.S. Treasury in
greater amounts than ever before. It
wasn’t the tax cuts that were a prob-
lem. It wasn’t the record revenue com-
ing in. We, and it was before I got here,
but we were spending too much money.
In my first 2 years here beginning in
January of 2005, we were spending too
much money. It was a problem. We
were not reining in money. And as a re-
sult, by November of 2006, people were
sick of it. It was irresponsible, and it
was so grossly unfair to our children
and the generations to follow us, we
got voted out of the majority. And
Democrats talked about our irrespon-
sible spending, that we were running
up the deficit and it was so unfair to
the children, according to the Demo-
crats at that time. And the voters said,
you’re right, these Republicans have
lost their way, get them out of the ma-
jority.

And now here we’ve seen with the
Democratic majority, about an 80-vote
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margin in the House, a Democrat ma-
jority in the Senate, in a week’s time,
there has been $1.2 trillion in alloca-
tions above the budget. That’s the
same amount that all American in-
come taxpayers will pay in for personal
income tax for 2008. We’d have been
better off telling everybody that paid
individual taxes in America for the
whole year you get all your money
back.

Mr. AKIN. Reclaiming my time for
just a minute, what you were just say-
ing is today—it wasn’t quite the snap
of a finger. It was 15 minutes. It was a
15-minute vote. We spent the entire
money that’s going to be collected in
tax revenue from America for the year
2008.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. GOHMERT. I appreciate the gen-
tleman’s yielding. When you add the
$350 billion that was just last week,
then that gets you there.

But the thing is, as a judge, my
friend Judge CARTER, Judge POE, we
have sentenced people who have done
irresponsible and just really uncon-
scionable things to their children. We
have sent them to prison. And here in
this body has so loaded up our children
and our grandchildren with debt that it
is unconscionable. We’re out here just
throwing money around, and they’re
going to have to take care of that debt.

They didn’t get the message. They
told America, you put us in the major-
ity and we will be more responsible.
And what they have done is multiplied
the irresponsibility, and it’s heart-
breaking.

The only reason we don’t already
have a runaway inflation with the kind
of money that’s been spent and printed
and borrowed is because fuel went
down by more than 50 percent. As fuel
goes up for the summer, we’re going to
have runaway inflation, and nations
have fallen for that reason.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. AKIN. I yield to the gentleman
from Georgia.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I just want to
ask a question.

I know you introduced a bill that I
was a cosponsor of that would give peo-
ple a 2-month tax holiday that would
actually put money back in the hands
of people.

Did you get any positive response
from the Speaker, from the Democratic
majority to allow that to even go for-
ward?

Mr. AKIN. I yield to the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. GOHMERT. I appreciate the gen-
tleman’s yielding.

Actually, I got a number of positive
inquiries from some of our Blue Dog
friends. But as far as from the Speaker,
there has been no interest in bringing
it to the floor.

When I met President Obama yester-
day, I brought it up to him and I said,
This does everything you promised,
giving a tax cut to everybody. I said, It
doesn’t have the $250,000 cap on in-
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come. We could add that. It does what
you promised better than anything.

He said, Wow, have you talked to
Larry? He was talking about Larry
Summers, who was standing right
there.

I said, No, I haven’t.

He said, You guys need to talk.

Mr. AKIN. Gentlemen, I think we are
done with our 1 hour. I'd also like to
recognize the good judge from Texas
and appreciate your stopping in. We
will try to fit people in again. We will
have this discussion, I believe, next
week.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. And Con-
gressman WESTMORELAND is here also.
He was here to join us also.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a Concurrent Resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 26. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for an adjournment of the House.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 96-114, as
amended, the Chair, on behalf of the
Majority Leader, appoints the fol-
lowing individual to the Congressional
Award Board:

Rodney Slater of the District of Co-
lumbia.

The message also announced that
pursuant to sections 276h-276k of title
22, United States Code, as amended, the
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
appoints the following Senator as
Chairman to the Mexico-United States
Interparliamentary Group conference
for the One Hundred Eleventh Con-
gress:

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
DoDD).

——————

INCOME TAXES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate being recognized.

I sure enjoyed hearing from my col-
leagues talking about the work of the
day in, I think, a very accurate way.

I'm here tonight to talk about, I
think, correcting some potential in-
equities.

I'm very blessed in my life. I spent 10
years practicing law in the town of
Round Rock, Texas, in Williamson
County, at that time a small town
where a lawyer in that town pretty
well did anything that walked in the
door, from criminal cases all the way
down to property tax cases. And I had
a lot of clients back in those days that
were in small businesses or who might
be individuals who sometimes, I would
say, unintentionally failed to pay some
of the taxes they owed to the IRS. And
inevitably when those things would
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