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in safeguarding our freedoms. As a result of 
their bravery and the bravery of so many other 
Americans, millions have enlisted in the Amer-
ican Armed Forces. 

Veterans such as Messrs. Holman, Sweet, 
Winger, and Aguero suffered from a complex 
set of factors that affect all homeless individ-
uals—an extreme shortage of affordable hous-
ing, a livable income, limited access to health 
care, which is exacerbated by a lack of family 
and social support networks. The Department 
of Veterans Affairs estimates nearly 196,000 
veterans are homeless on any given night and 
approximately 400,000 veterans experience 
homelessness during the year. Homeless vet-
erans are in dire need of housing, nutritional 
meals, physical health care, substance abuse 
aftercare, and mental health counseling. 
Messrs. Holman, Sweet, Winger, and Aguero 
are quintessential examples of the deeply 
tragic treatment dealt to our Nation’s homeless 
veterans. 

In July of 2007, the then Senator Barack 
Obama stated, ‘‘As long as there are veterans 
or veteran family members searching for shel-
ter on the streets . . . we have failed in our 
duty to honor our commitment of the brave 
men and women who chose to serve.’’ I am 
confident that President Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration will sympathize with the plight of 
homeless veterans and correct these injus-
tices. 

Messrs. Holman, Sweet, Winger, and 
Aguero inspired our Nation with their dedica-
tion and heroic efforts during their respective 
tenures in the Armed Forces. They will forever 
be recognized for their honorable services. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in recognizing Ernest Hol-
man, John Joseph Sweet, Nathaniel Henry 
Winger, and Pedro Aguero for their contribu-
tions to the United States of America and 
safeguarding its freedoms. 
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Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to discuss the introduction of the Nanotechnol-
ogy Advancement and New Opportunities 
(NANO) Act. 

The NANO Act is a comprehensive bill to 
promote the development and responsible 
stewardship of nanotechnology in the United 
States. The legislation draws upon the work of 
the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Nanotechnol-
ogy, a panel of California nanotechnology ex-
perts with backgrounds in established industry, 
startup companies, consulting groups, non- 
profits, academia, government, medical re-
search, and venture capital that I convened 
with during 2005. 

Nanotechnology has the potential to create 
entirely new industries and radically transform 
the basis of competition in other fields, and I 
am proud of my work with former Science 
Committee Chairman Sherry Boehlert on the 
Nanotechnology Research and Development 
Act of 2003 to foster research in this area. 

But one of the things I have heard from ex-
perts in the field is that while the United States 

is a leader in nanotechnology research, our 
foreign competitors are focusing more re-
sources and effort on the commercialization of 
those research results than we are. 

In its report Thinking Big About Thinking 
Small, which can be found on my website, the 
Blue Ribbon Task Force on Nanotechnology 
made a series of recommendations for ways 
that the nation can promote the development 
and commercialization of nanotechnology. The 
NANO Act includes a number of these rec-
ommendations. 

In addition, the bill addresses concerns that 
have been raised about whether the federal 
government is doing enough to address poten-
tial health and safety risks associated With 
nanotechnology. The NANO Act requires the 
development of a nanotechnology research 
strategy that establishes research priorities for 
the federal government and industry that will 
ensure the development and responsible stew-
ardship of nanotechnology. This strategy will 
help to resolve the uncertainty that is one of 
the major obstacles to the commercialization 
of nanotechnology—uncertainty about what 
the risks might be and uncertainty about how 
the Federal government might regulate nano-
technology in the future. 

The NANO Act also includes a number of 
provisions to create partnerships, raise aware-
ness, and implement strategic policies to re-
solve obstacles and promote nanotechnology. 
It will: create a public-private investment part-
nership to address the nanotechnology com-
mercialization gap; establish a tax credit for in-
vestment in nanotechnology firms; authorize a 
grant program to support the establishment 
and development of nanotechnology incuba-
tors; establish a Nanoscale Science and Engi-
neering Center for ‘‘nano-CAD’’ tools; estab-
lish grant programs for nanotechnology re-
search to address specific challenges in the 
areas of energy, environment, homeland secu-
rity, and health; establish a tax credit for nano-
technology education and training program ex-
penses; establish a grant program to support 
the development of curriculum materials for 
interdisciplinary nanotechnology courses at 
higher education institutions; direct NSF to es-
tablish a program to encourage manufacturing 
companies to enter into partnerships with oc-
cupational training centers for the develop-
ment of training to support nanotechnology 
manufacturing; and call for the development of 
a strategy for increasing interaction on nano-
technology interests between DOE national 
labs and the informal science education com-
munity. 

I look forward to working with Science and 
Technology Committee Chairman GORDON to 
incorporate these provisions as his committee 
works to reauthorize the Nation’s nanotechnol-
ogy research and development program. 
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Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, while the 
Super Bowl may be over, we cannot close the 
books on this football season without men-
tioning a high school in my district that truly 
defines the word super. On behalf of the citi-

zens of the Sixth District of North Carolina, we 
wish to congratulate the varsity football team 
of Thomasville High School for winning the 
North Carolina 1–AA, championship. The Bull-
dogs won the title on December 13, 2008, with 
a convincing 42–13 win over East Bladen 
High. This adds to the winning history at 
Thomasville High, which will place an 8th 
championship trophy in its collection. 

This year’s championship, which was won at 
Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, North Caro-
lina, meant that the Bulldogs, who were led by 
Head Coach Allen Brown, completed an 
undefeated 16–0 season. The Bulldogs are 
accustomed to winning; Thomasville has won 
4 of the last 5 State championships in their di-
vision. 

While there were many strong efforts, the 
championship win was a team effort led by 
seniors Chris Brooks, D.J. McLendon, Brad 
Wilkes, Dujuan Ingram, Brandon Moss, Heath 
Stroud, Martez Wilson, Vince Sanders, Alex 
Parham, David Coard, Desmond Hare, Robert 
Benjamin, Darius Baxter, Thomas McLendon, 
and Roberto Duhart, juniors De’arius Dow, 
Jonathan Hinson-Brady, Malcolm Ivory, Bran-
don Lucas, Ralph Woods, C.J. Campbell, 
Tywon Little, Demonte Kearse, Brandon 
Royall, Vince Gobble, Mark Green, Tariq 
Camp, Joe Baranowski, and Kevin Green, 
along with sophomores Isaiah Williams, Rob-
ert Davis, Ian Flowers, John Campbell, 
Devonte Gordon-Hunter, Lawson Hodges, 
Lawrence Thomas, Steven Stanly, Jaquan 
Daniels, Sherrod Young, Kesean Green, and 
James Boyd. 

Also assisting the team during this incred-
ible season were assistant coaches Roger 
Bryant, Sam Captain, Heath Williamson, Nick 
Sweitzer, Jaz Tate, Tyler Tobin, Stan 
Baranowski, Brandon Staton, and Richard 
Herman, community coaches Vince Brown, Ed 
Courtney, Kemp Harvey, Don Osborne, and 
Benjie Brown, trainer Kenney Coker, AV Crew 
Travis Leonard, Wade Loftin, Casey Medlin, 
and Adam Oakley, middle school head coach 
Kelvin Carraway, and team doctors David Wil-
liams and Robin Williams. 

Again, on behalf of the Sixth District, we 
would like to congratulate Principal Dirk 
Gurley, Athletic Director Woody Huneycutt, 
Head Coach Allen Brown, and everyone affili-
ated with the Thomasville High School Bull-
dogs on having another great season and for 
winning the North Carolina 1–AA football 
championship yet again. The Bulldogs are 
super once more. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RICHARD 
D. BURNS 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in recognition of Mr. Richard D. 
Burns, Executive Director of New York City’s 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender (LGBT) 
Community Center. Mr. Burns proudly serves 
as the longest-serving Executive Director of 
any LGBT organization in the United States. 

A graduate of Hamilton College and the 
Northeastern University School of Law, Mr. 
Burns has built a long and distinguished ca-
reer of public service, diligently leading a num-
ber of important service and advocacy organi-
zations through the years. 
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