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done by the Farm Bureau is irreplace-
able. For the past 75 years it has helped
millions of Texans better provide for
themselves, their communities and
their country.

Finally, I would also like to offer a
special word of gratitude to the past
and present leadership of the Texas
Farm Bureau. Their ongoing vision for
rural Texas is a testament to what can
be accomplished when neighbors help
one another.

Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to
represent some of the many men and
women of the Texas Farm Bureau. On
behalf of my constituents, I would like
to thank them all for truly being the
voice of Texas agriculture, and wish
them many more years of continued
service.

——
0O 1945

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO HANK
AARON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise on a very, very joyous and
celebratory occasion, an occasion to
wish happy birthday to an extraor-
dinary person, a great American, and a
leading world citizen, and that is home
run king Hank Aaron.

For on February 5th of this month,
Hank Aaron will celebrate his 75th
birthday, and I am sure all of us in this
Congress and across America and
around the world would love to take
this opportunity to say, ‘‘Happy birth-
day, Hank.”

Hank Aaron was born in 1934 in the
midst of the Depression in Mobile, Ala-
bama. In that same year, a gentleman
by the name of Babe Ruth swatted his
last home run for the New York Yan-
kees. Who would have thought that
this young, black kid in Mobile, Ala-
bama in 1934 would one day beat the
record that many said never would be
broken?

Then World War II comes along;
Pearl Harbor is bombed. While Hank
Aaron’s father is in the shipyards of
Mobile, Alabama, fixing up the boats
and the ships to help win World War II,
Hank Aaron is playing his very first
ball game as a 7 year old in Mobile,
Alabama.

Then 1947 comes around, and Jackie
Robinson comes on the scene, and
Jackie Robinson breaks the color bar-
rier, and creates a great gleam and
hope and inspiration in the heart of
this young 13-year-old kid, Hank
Aaron, to think that, one day, I can
play Major League Baseball because
Jackie Robinson is with the Brooklyn
Dodgers.

He grows up in 1951, and at the tender
age of 17, this young man signs a con-
tract, Hank Aaron. His mother packs
his suitcase and sends him off to play
in the Negro league for the Indianap-
olis Clowns. What an historic and ex-
traordinary life.
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Two years later, three years later in
1954, when the Supreme Court brings
down that great decision in the Kansas
Board of Education to integrate the
schools and to start America on the
movement to where we have seen this
crowning achievement this year to
elect the first black President, Hank
Aaron signs with the Milwaukee
Braves.

In 1957, he has shown such skill, such
tenacity to be one of the leading play-
ers, star players, in all of Major League
Baseball in just 4 short years, and he
leads the Milwaukee Braves to their
first and only world championship, and
he gets the crown as the Most Valuable
Player in the 1957 World Series.

Then in 1966, the South beckons. We
want a major league team. The South
is in the major leagues. Atlanta beck-
ons. Mayor Ivan Allen makes a trip to
Milwaukee, not to talk to the mayor,
not to talk to the general manager or
to the owner but to go knock on the
door and to sit in the living room of
Hank Aaron in 1965 and say, ‘“We are
building a stadium, but we need a
team.”

Hank Aaron says, ‘“‘Let’s go south,
boys,” and history was made, and the
South becomes a part of Major League
Baseball because of this great Amer-
ican, Hank Aaron, in 1966.

In 1974, the night is April 8, and then
we flash back to that year 1934 and re-
member the great bambino strikes his
final home run the year Hank Aaron is
born. 714, they said, would never be
broken, but on that night on April 8,
1974, Hank Aaron shatters Babe Ruth’s
record and hits 715. It is the shot heard
around the world and the accolades. A
great achievement. One of the greatest
sports achievements in history.

In 1976, he hits 755.

All America join me in saying,
‘“Happy birthday, Hank Aaron, on your
75th birthday.”

————

IN THESE DIRE ECONOMIC TIMES,
MICHIGAN IS LISTENING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. McCOTTER. In these dire eco-
nomic times, Mr. Speaker, I try to re-
mind my colleagues that, when Wash-
ington is talking, Michigan is listening
because, again, we are living your
nightmare now.

Last week, the House passed what I
believe to be a $1 trillion fiscal obscen-
ity at taxpayers’ expense and at the ex-
pense of the unemployeds’ hope, but
you need not take my word for it be-
cause, again, Michigan was listening,
and when I had the chance to talk to a
gentleman named Greg from Milford,
this is what he said about the supposed
stimulus bill.

Greg said, ‘I worked for a company
that just lost 700 jobs nationwide, and
the stimulus package just amazes me,
that Congress is trying to push this
thing through—the $600 million and ev-
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erything going on, things that are not
going to stimulate the economy. I have
enough money to last a month.”

At this point, Greg’s voice started to
break.

“Try telling your Kkids at the dinner
table that you just lost your job. It is
devastating when you tell your daugh-
ter you cannot even buy her a school
yearbook because you just do not have
the money. You have got money that
you were going to spend on something
just to let your kids celebrate some-
thing that you did, and now that is
going to go to the grocery store be-
cause you cannot do otherwise or you
are going to try to pay your house
bill,” and again, Greg paused.

‘“When we are sending money over-
seas to pay for abortions for people
who are not even in this country, we
are not supporting our own people.
They need to change it. I am just one
person. They do not listen. If we can
have everybody call them and just say,
We have got to do something different.
We cannot throw this money in the
garbage. What can we do?’”’

That was Greg’s view of a bill that
was intended to help him and his strug-
gling family. When Greg was listening
to what Washington was saying as it
passed the, quote/unquote, stimulus
bill, he heard about billions for na-
tional parks, about the hundreds of
millions for artists, about the smoking
secession programs, and about the pre-
vention of sexually transmitted dis-
eases. When this bill was explained
back down in Michigan, here is what
Greg heard.

He heard that, if you are a hiker who
is artistic, who is trying to quit smok-
ing and who is trying to avoid STDs,
the House Democrats’ bill was for you.
If you were in a manufacturing State
and you had just lost your job and you
were worried about your family, like
Greg, you fared far more poorly.

I just want Greg to know that we are
listening out here, that when the $1
trillion stimulus bill that will not help
him came to the House floor, the entire
House Republican minority and 11 In-
trepid Democrats said no. They recog-
nized that this would not help him,
that it would not help his family and
that it would not help any American
family that is struggling in straits
such as his.

That is why House Republicans re-
sponded to President Obama’s proposal
for bipartisanship early on and pro-
duced a package that would have cre-
ated twice the jobs at half the cost, and
this is why we will continue to work in
as bipartisan a fashion as is allowed in
this Chamber to do what is right for
Greg and for his family and for all
American families in these very dire
times.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
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hereafter
marks.)

in the Extensions of Re-

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CULBERSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CULBERSON addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF VALERIE
C. BECKLEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as we celebrate African American His-
tory Month, I rise to pay tribute to Ms.
Valerie Beckley, a resident of my com-
munity who recently passed away. Ms.
Beckley was a daughter, a wife, a
mother, an avid churchgoer, and a dear
friend to many. She was a longstanding
and active member of the Curey Ter-
centenary African American Episcopal
Church.

Valerie and her family lived on the
west side of Chicago during her forma-
tive years. One can say that they were
pioneers of sorts. They were some of
the first African Americans to live in
their area. Valerie was one of the first
100 black students to integrate Austin
High School in the 1960s. Even as a
child, Valerie displayed exceptional
leadership, and was the first black fe-
male chosen to become the captain of
both the girls volleyball and basketball
teams at Austin High School. Valerie
grew up in a close, nurturing and bond-
ed family formed by her parents—Mr.
Larry and Mrs. Ollie Mae Mitchell.

Valerie attended and obtained a
bachelor’s degree in Sociology from
Roosevelt University and, later on, a
master’s degree in Social Work from
Loyola University.

On September 11, 1976, Valerie mar-
ried Jerome Beckley, Junior, and they
were blessed with two beautiful chil-
dren—Shakir and Kamaria.

In 1979, Valerie became President and
CEO of her family’s company, the
Lawndale Paper Supply, which was the
only paper and janitorial wholesale
supply company on the west side of
Chicago. Here she honed her manage-
ment and marketing skills and imple-
mented both long- and short-range
goals.

In 1986, Valerie became associated
with the other love of her life, the
Sickle Cell Disease Association of Illi-
nois. Valerie assumed the role of camp
director of the Bright Horizons Sum-
mer Camp. Later, she became a pro-
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gram specialist, and in short order, she
became totally immersed in the plight
of people affected by sickle cell disease.

In 2002, when Howard Anderson—the
founder and president of the Sickle
Cell Disease Association of Illinois—de-
cided to retire, he stated that he could
find no better person to take over as
president, and she did, devoting the
rest of her life providing aid and com-
fort to sickle cell patients, raising
money for services and working con-
tinuously to try and help find a cure
for this dreadful disease.

For most of her 58 years on this
BEarth, Valerie C. Beckley’s life was
driven by her compassion to serve the
marginalized, the underserved and the
misrepresented. She became a dedi-
cated leader and advocate whose pas-
sion for the welfare of others has
helped numerous families in Chicago,
the State of Illinois and within the
broader context of the African Dias-
pora.

Mr. Speaker, Valerie represented to
all of us who knew her the fact that
one can give of oneself and not tire.
She gave totally of herself to the end of
her life, to the end of time for the ben-
efit of others.

We all say thank you, Valerie.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE BLUE DOGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. MELANCON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to be on the
floor tonight with my fellow Blue
Dogs, and we were just going to make
some remarks and talk about the Blue
Dogs’ concern with fiscal responsibility
in previous Congresses and in Con-
gresses going forward.

Over the long haul, the Federal budg-
et has been in a downward spiral with
the national debt growing faster than
the economy. With this grim fiscal out-
look, it is more important than ever
that Congress and the administration
work together in a bipartisan manner
to address the needs for long-term fis-
cal sustainability.

J 2000

Back in this 1990s, under the adminis-
tration of Bill Clinton and with the co-
operation of the Congress led by the
Blue Dog Coalition, PAYGO rules were
put into statute, put into law that re-
quired that the Congress of the United
States pay for that which they wished
to spend. So no new spending could be
appropriated and spent without the au-
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thor or the party or the group that
wanted to propose new spending find-
ing a means or a place to cover the
cost.

About 8 years ago, the PAYGO rules
were abolished out of statute, and since
that time and in the period of 8 years,
the Government Accounting Office in
the projections for 10 years out showed
that the budget was estimated to have
a surplus of $56.5 trillion in the next 10
years. As I stand here today with my
colleagues, we are now projecting an
excess of $10 trillion deficit. That’s a
$15.5 trillion swing.

And if you actually looked at govern-
ment accounting, or if you looked at
accrual accounting rather than govern-
ment accounting, you will find that—
those of you that are in business out in
this country will know that a $56 tril-
lion deficit projected is the real num-
ber.

Because of the deficits that exist in
S0 many programs, entitlements and
others, we have spun ourselves or spent
ourselves into a hole that will take us
quite a while to climb out of.

I have one grandson. His name is
Jack, and he’s 2% years old. For
Christmas, I got one of those video
frames that changes the pictures out.
And it is one of the greatest things
that my family could have given me
because Jack’s there every day to re-
mind me of the reason why I need to be
here, why the Blue Dogs have contin-
ued their attack on the budget, why
they have continued the march and the
drumbeat of PAYGO and fiscal respon-
sibility when neither side of our Con-
gress would face up to the facts.

If in fact we are to leave them a good
world, we need to face up, just like
every American does, to the bills that
confront us; and we can’t spend more
than we take in. We need to, as was
done back in the 1990s, go back to stat-
utory PAYGO, live within our means,
make sure we have the money to pay
for those things which are good for our
country—not squander the future for
our children and our grandchildren—
but to make sure that their future has
a potential to be a bright one, as mine
was, because of my parents’ and my
grandparents’ efforts during their time.

I would like to ask my friend, Con-
gressman BARON HILL, to make a few
comments.

Mr. HILL. I thank my friend from
Louisiana for yielding me this dedi-
cated time.

Fourteen days ago, Mr. Speaker,
Barack Obama became President of the
United States. And listening to some of
my colleagues earlier in the evening,
you would have thought by listening to
them that the $10 trillion deficit that
we’re now facing was created by Presi-
dent Obama within the last 14 days.
And we all know that that is not true.

As a matter of fact, the largest budg-
et deficits that we’ve ever had have,
quite frankly, come under the presi-
dencies of three Republican presidents:
one in the 1980s, one in the 1990s, and
this last President that we’ve had for
the last 8 years.
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