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She served as a San Leandro Council 

member from 1998–2008 including two terms 
as the City’s Vice Mayor. Ms. Grant is the first 
person of non-European descent to be ap-
pointed or elected to the City Council in the 
City’s 150 years. Originally appointed to the 
council in August 1998, Ms. Grant was elected 
in November 2000, November 2004, and was 
appointed Vice Mayor in 2006 and 2007. 

Taking a leadership position in a historically 
closed and restrictive city, some civic leaders 
describe Ms. Grant as the change agent that 
lead to the creation of a city management 
team that has become more reflective of the 
diverse population of San Leandro, as well as 
paving the way for other African Americans to 
be elected to the City Council. 

Ms. Grant can point to numerous successes 
during her tenure on the San Leandro City 
Council. She worked with the community and 
staff in the development of the award-winning 
South Area Development Plan. She worked 
diligently with her colleagues for the adoption 
of an inclusionary housing policy, which 
sought to enhance the City’s affordable hous-
ing policies, and also successfully spear-
headed the passage of the Local Purchasing 
Ordinance. Ms. Grant also labored for removal 
of the word ‘‘minority’’ in city documents to fa-
cilitate inclusive opportunity for all. Ms. Grant 
is also responsible for the establishment of the 
African American Business Council and the 
Business Association of South San Leandro. 

She has served on numerous commissions, 
boards and advisory committees that include 
working as Chairperson of San Leandro’s Fi-
nance Committee and as a member of the 
Business Development and Redevelopment 
Committee. She was formerly a member of 
the Alameda County Housing Authority Board 
of Commissioners and served as an alternate 
on the Alameda County Transportation Im-
provement Authority Board. 

Ms. Grant received her B.S. in Journalism 
from Northwestern University, Evanston, Illi-
nois and a M.A. from John F. Kennedy Univer-
sity, Orinda, California. 

I join the community in recognizing Surlene 
Grant for her contributions that have ensured 
the quality of life in San Leandro’s neighbor-
hoods and the economic development and vi-
tality of the city. We will miss her on the San 
Leandro Council but will continue to depend 
on her experience, sage advice and exem-
plary leadership. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROYCE HOPKINS 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the life of Royce Hopkins of 
Waller County, who passed away on February 
6, 2009. 

Today we celebrate the life of a great man 
who was one of my heroes. Royce Hopkins 
was a dear friend and a gentle man in every 
sense of the word. He will always be remem-
bered for his kindness, integrity and his opti-
mistic and infectious smile. I can still see the 
twinkle in his eyes and his spirit lives on in all 
of us. 

Like my father, Royce served in the Eighth 
Air Force in World War II. Like Dad, he flew 

on bombing missions in a B–17 known as the 
Flying Fortress. On December 4, 1944, Royce 
and his crew arrived in England. He flew 26 
combat missions over Germany, 25 bombing 
and one weather mission. He earned four Air 
Medals, five Battle Stars, a Commendation 
Medal for a special assignment, a Purple 
Heart and two presidential Commendations for 
the group. 

His generation saved the free world from 
the threat of fascism. Born during the Great 
Depression and tempered by war, they will al-
ways be known as the Greatest Generation. I 
remember going to Royce’s WWII reunion and 
meeting the veterans with whom he served. 
And now, like my father and so many in their 
generation, he has passed on and returned to 
our heavenly Father. Perhaps they are to-
gether now talking about airplanes. 

This Christmas I received an A–2 Bomber 
Jacket with Army Air Corps and Eighth Air 
Force patches. I thought of Royce and my 
Dad and I regret not having the chance to 
show it to Royce. But maybe he can see it 
from a better vantage point now. 

I met Royce during my first campaign for 
Congress. He supported me when many did 
not and he was always there for me. I remem-
ber how much he reminded me of my own fa-
ther and he was a shining example of how to 
live. Like many others in his generation, he 
taught us how to be courageous but with hu-
mility. He taught us how to have a sense of 
humor and I learned a great deal from him. 

As we mourn our personal loss, we must 
also celebrate the life of Royce Hopkins, for it 
was a great life and he lived it to the fullest. 
To his wife, Mollie, and his children, Kim, Kit, 
Sharon and Mike, like you, we all loved 
Royce. It was hard not to, he was just that 
kind of person. I am fortunate God brought us 
together. He was my friend and I will miss him 
dearly. 

I am reminded of the Gospel of Matthew 
when Jesus said, ‘‘Let your light so shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father who is in Heaven.’’ 
May the peace of Christ be with you and may 
He hold you in the palm of His hand. 

I will miss him dearly. Well done, good and 
faithful servant. 
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FOXBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ 
ENSEMBLE HEADS TO THE INAU-
GURATION CELEBRATION 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, on Sunday, January 18th, the 
Foxborough, Massachusetts High School Jazz 
Ensemble was given the great—and fully de-
served—honor of playing at the Kennedy Cen-
ter as part of the event that was entitled 
‘‘Swing Into Freedom.’’ The ensemble accom-
panied Wynton Marsalis and I am very proud 
that high school students in the district I am 
privileged to represent were selected for this 
important part of the Inauguration festivities 
and performed in a manner that fully justified 
the invitation to them. 

Madam Speaker, I want to congratulate the 
members of the Foxborough High School Jazz 
Ensemble and also those planning this pro-

gram who had the foresight to include this ex-
cellent group of young musicians in this impor-
tant set of events in the nation’s history. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE MEN-
TORING AMERICA’S CHILDREN 
ACT OF 2009 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce strengthening the link 
between high-quality mentoring and public 
education in the United States. 

The Mentoring America’s Children Act of 
2009 will improve upon the current efforts to 
match high-quality and responsible mentors 
with children in need of a strong role model. 

In 2002, the U.S. Department of Education 
began granting funding directly to community 
organizations and schools to establish or ex-
pand mentoring opportunities. Since then, we 
have seen a 20-percent increase in the num-
ber of children benefiting from a mentor. 

The Mentoring America’s Children Act sets 
out to expand and build upon this success. By 
increasing the availability and quality of the 
grants available through the Department of 
Education, school-based mentoring programs 
will reach more children in need while enhanc-
ing quality. 

The bill will also tie mentoring programs’ 
funding more closely with the important role 
mentors can play in improving a young per-
son’s academic standing and the learning en-
vironment. The legislation would broaden the 
reach of mentoring to include a number of 
specific populations of young people who 
could benefit from a strong role model. 

Finally, the legislation also authorizes the 
Department of Education to conduct high-qual-
ity research into successful school-based 
mentoring programs. Through this research, 
plus improved data collection and tracking, we 
will better understand the impact of mentoring 
and can continue to refine program practices 
to best meet the needs of children. 

Mentoring is a critical element in a child’s 
social, cognitive and emotional development. 
When it comes to education, a healthy rela-
tionship with a mentor plays a key role in im-
proving the learning environment for a young 
person. Students with a responsible mentor 
have better attendance and are more con-
nected to their school, schoolwork, and teach-
ers. They perform better in school and are 
more likely to graduate and go on to higher 
education. 

It is an honor to introduce this legislation 
with a number of my colleagues on the House 
Mentoring Caucus and others dedicated to the 
noble cause of mentoring. It was also an 
honor to work directly with the MENTOR/Na-
tional Mentoring Partnership, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of America and the National Collabora-
tion for Youth to develop this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge consideration of this 
legislation. 
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HONORING FRESNO POLICE 

OFFICER’S ASSOCIATION 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the Fresno Police Officer’s 
Association for their commitment to serving 
the city and county of Fresno, California. 

For over one hundred years, the Fresno Po-
lice Officer’s Association (FPOA) has had a 
presence in Fresno. The organization was first 
known as the ‘‘Widow and Orphan’s Organiza-
tion’’ and provided assistance to the families 
of its members. The name was changed to the 
‘‘Fresno Police Relief Association’’ and in 
1951 was incorporated. The service that the 
organization provided expanded at this time to 
focus on improving benefits, salary and work-
ing conditions for the members. In 1975, the 
name of the organization finally became the 
Fresno Police Officer’s Association. Through-
out the organization’s hundred years, its pri-
mary purpose has always been ‘‘Service.’’ 

Today the FPOA has over eleven thousand 
members and a Board of Directors consisting 
of eighteen elected positions. The Board posi-
tions include three officers (President, First 
Vice President and Second Vice President), 
twelve Directors at Large, one Staff Director 
and two Retiree Directors. The FPOA assists 
members with supplemental health benefits, 
provides scholarships to dependent children of 
active or retired members, offers legal assist-
ance and helps with various disability issues. 
The group also gives back to the community 
by getting involved with charitable events. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
the Fresno Police Officer’s Association for 
their commitment to serving the police officers 
of Fresno. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
wishing the organization many years of contin-
ued success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DAVID PETERSON 
OF SARTELL MINNESOTA 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of a true patriot, David Peter-
son, of Sartell, Minnesota. David is a City 
Councilman, community leader, attorney, hus-
band and father. And, he is about to make his 
first deployment to Iraq as a Captain with the 
Minnesota National Guard’s 34th Infantry Divi-
sion. 

Even a quick glimpse at David Peterson’s 
life reveals the heart of a true citizen. An attor-
ney by profession, David has worked in legal 
aid services, as a prosecutor, and in the civil 
division of the Stearns County Attorney’s of-
fice. He will use that training as a JAG officer 
during his deployment. 

His long and strong history of community 
leadership led him to run for City Council, and 
in January 2007, he was sworn into office. He 
will take a leave of absence from that position 
while he serves his fellow Minnesotans in Iraq. 

Tonight in Sartell, David’s friends and family 
and neighbors are meeting to wish him God-

speed as he prepares for his deployment. 
Along with the Sartell American Legion, the 
Mayor and City Council will present Captain 
David Peterson with a flag flown over the U.S. 
and Minnesota capitols and the Sartell City 
Hall. They’ve asked David to take it with him 
to Iraq and they will fly it again over the City 
Hall when he returns. 

I join all of Sartell in our pride of this citizen- 
soldier, and I, too, wish him Godspeed and 
God’s blessings on his journey. 
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RECOGNIZING MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY, PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARD FOR SERVICE WINNER 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 9, 2009 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to pay tribute to Michigan State 
University for its selection as a recipient of the 
Presidential Award for General Community 
Service from the Corporation for National and 
Community Service. 

Since its founding in 1968 as the Office of 
Volunteers, the Center for Service-Learning 
and Civic Engagement at Michigan State Uni-
versity has been instrumental in encouraging 
students to become involved with volunteering 
both locally and across the globe. In 2007– 
2008, more than 14,000 students were in-
volved in volunteer efforts, a number that has 
doubled in the past six years. It is these quali-
ties which made Michigan State University a 
wonderful choice as an Honor Roll Presi-
dential Award winner for 2008. Each year this 
award is given to colleges and universities as 
an acknowledgment of their commitment to 
service learning and civic engagement. In 
2008, Michigan State University was one of 
three universities to receive the Honor Roll’s 
Presidential Award, and one of only 18 to be 
honored since 2006. 

Specifically, Michigan State University is 
being recognized for the stability, growth, and 
impact of its student volunteer program. This 
program organizes students to work with over 
360 nonprofits, public schools, hospitals, and 
neighborhood organizations and cooperates 
with student-led programs such as Alternative 
Spring Break. These are just a few examples 
of the many creative and variable ways that 
the Center for Service-Learning and Civic En-
gagement reaches out to communities locally 
and worldwide. 

Madam Speaker, a commitment to volun-
teering and service learning is the foundation 
for creating a more engaged citizen body. A 
commitment to others lies at the heart of many 
of the principles upon which this country was 
founded. I wish to extend my gratitude to 
Michigan State University for its achievements, 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Michigan State University for its years 
of dedication to service and community orga-
nizing and in their selection as a Presidential 
Award for Service winner. 

DTV DELAY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of S. 352, the DTV Delay Act, which passed 
the Senate last week by unanimous consent. 
This legislation extends the digital television 
transition date and makes improvements to 
the converter box coupon program. 

In 2005, Congress mandated that as of Feb-
ruary 17, 2009, all television stations shut off 
their analog broadcasts and transmit in digital 
only. The transition from analog to digital will 
offer better pictures and sound, more pro-
gramming choices, and interactive capabilities. 
It will also serve an important public safety 
purpose by freeing up spectrum for first re-
sponders for nationwide interoperable commu-
nications. Finally, it will provide consumers 
with new and innovative commercial wireless 
services. 

Unfortunately, we are not prepared for this 
transition. The prior administration assured the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce repeat-
edly that the transition effort was on track. But 
on December 24, 2008, the National Tele-
communications and Information Administra-
tion (NTIA) notified Congress that the con-
verter box coupon program would run out of 
funding the first week of January and that it 
would need an additional $250 million to $350 
million to meet projected demand. 

The DTV converter box coupon program is 
supposed to ease the financial burden of the 
transition. But it has ground to a halt. There 
are currently over 2 million households on the 
waiting list. In addition, the FCC has not ade-
quately planned for call centers and other as-
sistance for consumers who will face technical 
problems after the transition has occurred. 

The President’s transition team asked Con-
gress to extend the deadline for a brief period. 
This is not a step that anyone wants to take. 
But we have no good alternative. Without a 
short, one-time extension, millions of house-
holds will lose all television reception. 

The measure before us extends the date of 
the transition to June 12 and extends the cou-
pon program date until July 31, 2009. It will 
also allow those who hold expired coupons— 
or never received their coupons because of 
problems with third-class mail—to reapply. 

Moreover, the economic recovery package 
that the House passed last week includes 
$650 million to fix the coupon program and in-
tensify consumer education and support. 

S. 352 also takes steps to lessen the impact 
on other affected parties, including public safe-
ty, broadcasters, and wireless licensees. 

I am pleased that this bill has broad support 
in the public safety community, including the 
Association of Public-Safety Communications 
Officials-International (APCO), the Inter-
national Association of Chiefs of Police 
(IACP), the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs (IAFC), and the National Emergency 
Number Association (NENA). It has the sup-
port of the two biggest winners of spectrum 
that will be vacated as a result of the DTV 
transition—AT&T and Verizon. It has the sup-
port of the National Association of Broad-
casters, the major networks, and Univision. 
And, it has the support of a number of public 
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