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Rosenberg’s involvement in community af-

fairs was expansive, as were his charitable 
works. Schools, civic and service organiza-
tions and many other groups were the recipi-
ents of his kindness and charity. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Mr. Sol Rosenberg—a friend and inspiration to 
many, and whose life was a true testament of 
the human strength and spirit. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE HISTORIC 
LIFE OF HERB HAMROL 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, on April 
18th, 1906, our beloved city of San Francisco 
experienced an earthquake and fire that dev-
astated all but a handful of buildings and re-
sulted in the deaths of more than 3000. When 
the temblor struck, at 5:12 a.m. on that spring 
morning, Herbert Heimie Hamrol was just 
three years old. When he passed away last 
week at the age of 106, Mr. Hamrol had out-
lived all other male survivors. 

Madam Speaker, Herb Hamrol was and 
continues to be a vital part of San Francisco’s 
history. Every year, on the anniversary of the 
great quake, he would rise early and leave his 
Daly City home in time to gather at 5:12 a.m. 
at Lotta’s Fountain with other survivors and 
well-wishers. While he remembered little of the 
actual quake—being just 3 years old when it 
happened—Herb was always generous with 
what memories he had. 

‘‘I remember my mother carrying me down 
the stairs,’’ he told a reporter at last year’s 
gathering. He also recalled camping in Golden 
Gate Park while ominous black smoke filled 
the skies and rubble lay in the streets. 

Herb was not just known to the historic- 
minded. Many San Franciscans knew him as 
the kind and helpful clerk at Andronico’s Mar-
ket on Irving Street, not far from his home 
after the quake, Golden Gate Park. 

Defying his advanced age, Herb Hamrol 
worked up until a week before his death. At 
106 years old, he donned an apron and 
punched a timeclock forty years after many 
had chosen to retire. 

Herb Hamrol was born in San Francisco on 
January 10, 1903. He left school after the 8th 
grade for a job delivering meat for a butcher. 
He later worked as a phone company clerk 
and owned his own business—Herbert’s Food 
Shop at 16th and Geary—for forty years. In 
1963, he joined Andronico’s. Cecilia, the love 
of his life and wife for forty years, died in 
1969. He told the Chronicle in 2003 that he 
kept a picture of her in his room and, ‘‘Every 
morning I say ’good morning’ to her.’’ 

At last year’s remembrance Mayor Gavin 
Newsom told the crowd of 350, ‘‘There is no 
greater San Franciscan than Herb.’’ 

Madam Speaker, our city, so many times 
blessed, was further endowed by the many 
years we were allowed to call Herb our own. 
Our condolences go to his large and loving 
family, including sons Burt and Bil Hamrol; 
daughter-in-law Carla; grandchildren Michele, 
Allison, Burt Jr., Jennifer and Cecilia; great- 
grandchildren Lauren, Dustin, Travis, Ceidric, 
Nicholas and Pamela; and great-great-grand-
children Alexis and Logan. 

During Herb Hamrol’s century-plus life, he 
witnessed two world wars; the invention of tel-
evision and the computer; the struggle for civil 
rights, women’s suffrage and greater equality 
for all; advancements in medicine and science 
that included heart transplants and wonder 
drugs and putting a man on the Moon. Yet, 
through it all, Herb kept his life—and his ad-
vice—simple. When asked by a reporter to 
share some of the wisdom gathered in so 
many years on Earth, he offered a nugget as 
true today as it was on the day he was born: 
‘‘Don’t spend every dime you get.’’ 
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IN HONOR OF CONGRESSMAN JOHN 
D. DINGELL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Congressman JOHN D. DIN-
GELL and in recognition of his outstanding 
service to our country as the Representative 
for the 15th District of Michigan. On February 
11, 2009, Congressman DINGELL will become 
the longest serving Member in the House of 
Representatives. 

Congressman DINGELL was born in Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado on July 18, 1926 and 
followed in the footsteps of his father when he 
succeeded him as a Representative in Con-
gress for Michigan’s 15th Congressional Dis-
trict. He joined the U.S. Army at the age of 18 
and at one of the defining moments in modern 
world history, during World War Two. He 
served as a Second Lieutenant in the Army 
and completed his military service in 1946. 
Congressman DINGELL attended Georgetown 
University for both his undergraduate and 
graduate degrees, earning his bachelors de-
gree in Chemistry and J.D. from the Law 
School, completing his studies in 1952. Prior 
to obtaining his seat in Congress, Representa-
tive DINGELL opened his own private law firm 
and served as both a forest ranger and attor-
ney in Wayne County, Michigan. He became 
a Member of the House of Representatives in 
1955 at the age of 29, following the death of 
his father, who was the incumbent Member of 
Congress. 

Congressman DINGELL’s accomplishments 
in the House of Representatives include writ-
ing groundbreaking legislation on the environ-
ment such as the Clean Air Act of 1990 as 
well as working to pass vital animal welfare 
laws such as the Endangered Species Act. As 
Chairman Emeritus of the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, Representative DINGELL 
has addressed some of the most significant 
issues facing our Nation today, such as health 
care and national energy policy. He continues 
his father’s legacy in Congress by introducing 
the same national health care legislation his 
father fought for during his tenure in Con-
gress. Congressman DINGELL’s leadership has 
served as an undeniable example and source 
of inspiration to our colleagues and to all 
those working toward national health care leg-
islation and issues of environmental justice. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Congressman JOHN D. DINGELL 
and in recognition of his exceptional accom-
plishments during his tenure as the longest 
serving Member in the House of Representa-
tives. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF JOSEPH AN-
THONY ZANGER, SR. 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life and ac-
complishments of Mr. Joseph Anthony Zanger, 
Sr. whose business acumen, community serv-
ice and family dedication are inspirational. 

Joseph was born on December 28, 1927 in 
San Jose, California. In true American style, 
Joseph was a descendent of hard-working im-
migrant families. His ancestors initially worked 
in the agricultural trade, but went on to build 
the largest cannery and winery in Santa Clara 
Valley. 

He attended St. Mary’s Elementary School 
in San Jose, Bellarmine College Preparatory, 
and Santa Clara University, where he majored 
in economics. After attending college, Joseph 
moved to Pacheco Pass to help manage the 
family’s orchard operations. In 1953, he mar-
ried Kathleen Kelsch from Mandan, North Da-
kota. They raised their four children, Wendy, 
Allene, Joe, and Gretchen, on their ranch on 
Pacheco Pass. 

For over 50 years, Joseph and his two 
brothers, George and Eugene, farmed over 
600 acres of orchards and vineyards on 
Pacheco Pass. Joseph’s economics major en-
abled him to develop a business marketing 
strategy for the California Prune Bargaining 
Association, which he helped found at the age 
of 19. For ten years, Joseph represented San 
Benito and Santa Clara counties on the Cali-
fornia/Federal Prune Administrative Committee 
and on the California Prune Advisory Com-
mittee. He also served as the Director of the 
Santa Clara Valley Winegrowers Association 
and President of the San Benito County Farm 
Bureau. 

The Zanger family founded Casa de Fruta 
to complement their farming business. Casa 
de Fruta started with a small cherry stand built 
in 1943 and grew in the following decades to 
include a large fruit stand, restaurant, RV 
park, lodge, wine tasting, gift shop, barnyard 
zoo, candy store, service station, and dried 
fruit mailing business. Joseph oversaw the 
construction of the buildings and landscaped 
Casa de Fruta with large rocks that he hauled 
from the Pacheco Pass tunnel. 

Joseph constantly studied safety and eco-
nomic issues related to the area’s transpor-
tation system. In 1978, he served on the plan-
ning committee for completion of Interstate 5 
from Stockton to Santa Nella/Highway 152. In 
2005, he worked to establish a new route for 
Highway 152/156 to connect with Highway 
101 south of Gilroy. Because of the large 
number of traffic accidents that had occurred 
on these highways, his work has benefitted 
the hundreds, if not thousands, of Californians 
who travel along those highways. 

I have the pleasure of employing one of Jo-
seph’s grandchildren, Meggie, in my Wash-
ington, D.C. office and I join her in celebrating 
her grandfather’s life and accomplishments. I 
thank the Zanger family for their contributions 
to our region in California and, on behalf of 
our community in California’s 16th Congres-
sional District, offer sincere condolences on 
Mr. Zanger’s passing. 
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