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NAACP continues to promote new ideas and
leadership in the fields of educational and em-
ployment opportunities, ending health care dis-
parities, and economic empowerment.

The NAACP instilled in America a sense of
consciousness, and it continues to do so
today. | commend the NAACP on this anniver-
sary and the thousands of individuals who
continue to fight for equality and justice.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR’S VISIT TO INDIA

SPEECH OF

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my distinct honor to join my friend and col-
league Representative JOHN LEWIS in support
of H. Res. 134. This resolution commemorates
the fiftieth anniversary of the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s visit to India, and the
role played by the revered leader of Indian
independence Mahatma Gandhi—and those
who followed in his footsteps—in influencing
Dr. King’s nonviolent approach to achieving
social and political justice. | embrace this op-
portunity to look back at the men and the
movement which pressed this nation forward
in its journey towards the fulfilment of our
founders’ creed, and look forward as the
march toward opportunity, justice, and free-
dom for all continues.

When Dr. King left for India in February
1959, he was just beginning to make his mark
as a leader of the national movement for civil
rights. He had organized the successful boy-
cott of Montgomery, Alabama’s public trans-
portation system in 1955, and founded the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference two
years later. His burgeoning success had pro-
vided his nonviolent movement with the mo-
mentum and potential to become a truly pow-
erful force in the pursuit of equal rights for all
Americans. This momentum became en-
trenched during Dr. King’s trip to India, where
his immersion in the world of Mahatma
Gandhi’s own nonviolent success led King to
commit himself in his philosophical entirety to
the principle of meeting hate and injustice with
persistent nonviolence.

Though Gandhi had passed away eleven
years prior to Dr. King’s journey, King was no
less attentive to the followers of the great
shanti sena—the “nonviolent army” that Gan-
dhi led in his successful effort to free his coun-
try from the grasp of colonialism. He encoun-
tered those who had stood with Gandhi
through the long, arduous struggle for India’s
sovereignty, and came to deeply understand
the necessary commitment and purpose of
which believers in nonviolence must never
lose sight. Dr. King came to believe that if
India can assert its independence from the
bonds of the British Empire without violence,
then the United States of America can achieve
racial equality with the same approach. He
took the lessons of a people half a world away
and applied them to the struggle of his own
nation, illustrating that a righteous cause pur-
sued by means which justify its ends holds
universal promise. Perhaps it is best articu-
lated by Dr. King himself: “As | delved deeper
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into the philosophy of Gandhi, my skepticism
concerning the power of love gradually dimin-
ished, and | came to see for the first time its
potency in the area of social reform.”

Now, with the passage of five decades, let
us commemorate this historic journey of our
beloved Dr. King, focusing on the lessons it
taught him and the strength it provided him as
he met the challenges of his day. Let us not
only remember the past, but rather carry its
lessons into a brighter future of promise and
freedom. | once again express my heartfelt
appreciation for Congressman LEWIS, a man
whose own journey and career follow closely
the principles and vision laid out by these two
men, and urge all my colleagues to take this
opportunity to honor those who refuse to allow
the forces of hate and oppression to provoke
them to lose sight of their vision for justice by
embracing the nonviolent path.

———

DTV DELAY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bring attention to the impending transition our
nation will be facing on their television broad-
casts from analog to digital. Despite efforts
that have been made by the government to
advise the public as to what steps would be
necessary to prepare for the transition such as
continuous advisory commercials and con-
vertor box coupons, there are still those who
are not prepared.

Whether it is because of a lack of accessi-
bility to applying for the coupons or a delay in
receiving the coupons, no one should be left
“in the dark” when the transition occurs. The
government to this point has been doing what
it can to help those upon whom this transition
is being forced by offering coupons to offset
the cost of the converter boxes needed to
continue receiving television broadcasts.
Nonetheless, with the transition date of Feb-
ruary 17, 2009, only a few days away, there
are still more than 2 million households that
are on a government waiting list to receive as-
sistance in purchasing the converter boxes.

It is for this reason that | am urging Mem-
bers to support the DTV Delay Act, S. 352,
sponsored by Senator JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER,
which seeks to delay the transition date from
February 17, 2009 to June 13, 2009 and it
would also extend the deadline of applying for
government converter box coupons to July 31,
2009, provided that funding is available. This
bill would also provide extra time for those
who have not applied or received converter
box coupons to still do so. Although this bill
would not prevent stations from transitioning
from analog to digital and letting others use
the recovered air waves, it does allow for
these same analog channels to have an ex-
tension in their broadcasting license on analog
channels thus allowing people to continue
viewing television broadcasts with their regular
antennas.
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NATIONAL SILVER ALERT ACT OF
2009

SPEECH OF

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 20, 2009

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of H.R. 632, the
National Silver Alert Act.

This legislation will provide federal grants to
states to assist them in the development or
improvement of an alert system for seniors.

| believe that a society can be judged by the
compassion it shows to the most vulnerable in
that society. And in America those are our
children and our seniors.

We all know that our society is aging and
many in our community are facing the chal-
lenges posed by dealing with aging parents
and loved ones.

We worry about the safety of our seniors,
particularly those who suffer from either Alz-
heimers or dementia. And our first concern is
to ensure that our loved ones get the care
they need.

Many times those seniors when going about
everyday tasks like going to the store or walk-
ing their dog can wander or drive off and be-
come lost.

Statistics show that as many as 60% of pa-
tients with Alzheimers or dementia will wander
at some point during their iliness. Those same
statistics also show that if they are not found
within the first 24 hours that as many as 50%
will suffer serious injury or death.

That is enough to elicit serious concern from
any loved one or care provider.

We have experienced similar issues with
young children who wander away or are taken
by someone.

To combat that problem we established the
Amber Alert system.

Amber Alert ensures that the information
concerning that child is shared with law en-
forcement and with the general public through
the media and signs along our roadways.

We have all seen these reports when they
are issued and we all keep an extra keen eye
to provide any assistance we can to return
those children to safety.

The Amber Alert System works and it works
well.

Our seniors deserve no less support, par-
ticularly those suffering from Alzheimers or de-
mentia.

They too often can become confused and
travel far distances or to areas of danger with
little ability to find their way home.

That is why | strongly support the National
Silver Alert Act. | am hopeful that we can
quickly pass this important legislation and urge
all of my colleagues to support this measure.

HONORING ANDREW SHEPARD

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise with
sadness today to honor my friend Andrew
Shepard who passed away on January 20,
2009, in Santa Rosa, California. Andy was a
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longtime executive with Exchange Bank who
devoted himself to his family, his community,
and his fly fishing.

Born in Chicago in 1924, Andy grew up in
Omaha, Nebraska, and Pebble Beach, Cali-
fornia. He joined the Army in 1943 and distin-
guished himself fighting in France where he
won numerous honors including the Combat
Infantryman’s Badge 1st Award and the
Bronze Star. After his discharge in 1946, Andy
attended Stanford University, graduating in
1949 with a degree in Economics. He soon
joined Exchange Bank as a teller, working his
way up to CEO in a career that spanned 60
years.

By 1969, Andy was appointed CEO and
President of the bank, a position he held until
1991 when he was named Chairman of the
Board. Upon his retirement in 2003, Andy
served as Chairman Emeritus and continued
to visit his office until a few months ago, de-
spite being debilitated by a bone marrow dis-
order.

Andy was known as a banker’s banker, and
his years of leadership at Exchange Bank
were marked by solid investments that as-
sured good dividends combined with innova-
tions such as being one of the first banks in
the community to introduce ATMs and drive-
through tellers. He also set a priority on per-
sonable customer and employee relations,
which he exemplified with his own ready smile
and kind words. During his tenure the bank
grew from three offices to 19, with a focus on
small account-holders.

But it is his promotion of Exchange Bank’s
greatest gift to the community—the Frank P.
Doyle Scholarships—that truly marked Andy’s
banking career. The scholarship program,
founded by Frank Doyle almost 60 years ago,
provides bank dividends for a fund which as-
sists students at Santa Rosa Junior College.
Over the years, $78 million has been awarded
to more than 112,000 students. Unfortunately,
the bank has recently had to suspend these
dividends, but Andy was confident that, with
the bank’s long-term stability, they will be re-
stored. He also founded and/or served on the
boards of numerous community organizations
such as the Community Foundation Sonoma
County, Santa Rosa Symphony, Memorial
Hospital, Heart Association of the Redwood
Empire, and United Way.

Andy also had active leadership roles in two
key banking organizations, the California
Bankers Association and the American Bank-
ers Association as well as the Independent
Bankers of Northern California, the American
Institute of Banking and the Conference of
State Bank Supervisors. Among his numerous
awards are the California Human Develop-
ment Corporation Aztec Award, Pacific Coast
Banking School Hall of Fame, Santa Rosa
Junior College Floyd Bailey Award and Presi-
dent’s Medallion, and the Junior Chamber of
Commerce Boss of the Year.

In 1993, Andy married Mardi Casebolt who
shared his passions for golf and fly fishing.
Andy was proud of his chairmanship of the La-
dies Professional Golf Association and en-
joyed his time at a fly fishing lodge he co-
founded in Colorado which has been featured
on national television fishing shows. In addi-
tion to Mardi, Andy is survived by daughters
Marcy Lyons and Susan Ball, stepdaughters
Debbie Bird and Trece O’Donnell, four grand-
children, and five step grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, Andrew Shepard’s life
leaves a deep imprint on the banking industry,
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on the Sonoma community, and on his many
friends and family. He was an inspiration to
me, and | will miss him so much. Thank you,
Andy, for all your wonderful work and commit-
ment and for your friendship.

—

HONORING THE NAACP ON ITS
100TH ANNIVERSARY

SPEECH OF

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 10, 2009

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, this
historic year marks both the inauguration of
this country’s first African-American president,
Barack Obama, and the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People’s
(N.A.A.C.P.) 100th anniversary. February 12,
1909 was chosen as the founding date of the
N.A.A.C.P. to commemorate President Abra-
ham Lincoln’s 100th birthday, with the hopes
of realizing his vision of a unified nation over-
coming racial and ethnic hatred and discrimi-
nation.

The following decades have seen the emer-
gence of new challenges along America’s jour-
ney towards equality. Yet the N.A.A.C.P. has
persisted and has overcome these obstacles.
It currently bears witness to numerous ad-
vancements that may have never taken place
had it not been for the collective will of the
many N.A.A.C.P. members who were willing to
fight for what they believed was right.

Without the N.A.A.C.P., it is hard to say
where this country would be if it never fought
for African-Americans to have increased ac-
cess to the ballot box.

Without the N.A.A.C.P., it is hard to say
where this country would be if it never fought
against discrimination—from schooling to
housing, and from marriage to employment.
After all, the NAACP’s Legal department,
headed by Charles Hamilton Houston and
Thurgood Marshall, undertook a campaign
spanning several decades to bring about the
reversal of the “separate but equal” doctrine
enshrined in the Supreme Court’s decision in
Plessy v. Ferguson.

Without the N.A.A.C.P. and the courageous
men and women who risked their lives and
livelihoods in order to promote the rights of ev-
eryone, regardless of the color of their skin, it
is hard to say where this great country would
be.

In fact, it is hard to imagine an America
without the N.A.A.C.P. My life and the life of
this nation would be much different if it were
not for the organization’s efforts to tear down
the barriers of racial discrimination and hatred.

The N.A.A.C.P.’s work, however, is not yet
finished. If the last century is any indication
though, as long as there is an N.A.A.C.P., all
Americans will continue to have a powerful ad-
vocate for fairness, equality, and justice.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to vote on rollcall Nos. 54 through 59.
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Had | been present, | would have voted “aye”
on each.

TRIBUTE TO DAWN REMSBURG
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the excellence in education in the
4th Congressional District of lowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Dawn Remsburg of Ames
Community School District, who earned the
National Board Certification—the highest level
of certification in the teaching profession.

National Board Certification is a voluntary
assessment program designed to recognize
and reward great teachers. National Board
Certified Teachers (NBCTs) have successfully
demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge,
skills and practices. Certification is achieved
through a rigorous, performance-based as-
sessment that typically takes one to three
years to complete. Certification is offered in 25
different subjects, covering 97 percent of the
subjects taught in K-12 schools.

| congratulate Dawn Remsburg on her well-
deserved certification, and I'm certain that she
will continue to touch the lives of many youth
in her community. It is a great honor to rep-
resent Dawn in the United States Congress,
and | wish her continued success.

EXPRESSING REGRET FOR AUS-
TRALIA’S LOSSES AS A CON-
SEQUENCE OF WILDFIRES

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to express my deep regret for the
loss of life and destruction of property that is
occurring in Australia as a consequence of
wildfires, and to extend my condolences to the
Australian people.

Although wildfires are common during the
Australian summer, strong winds, extreme
temperatures and dry conditions have com-
bined in recent days to fuel fires, which have
ravaged Australia’s southern State of Victoria
with unparalleled force. Despite the prompt
and earnest efforts of rescue crews and fire-
fighters, 181 deaths have been confirmed and,
according to yesterday’s edition of Australia’s
Sydney Morning Herald, police fear that as
many as 300 people have already passed.
More than 750 properties spanning 350,000
hectares of land have been destroyed. Whole
communities have been decimated; in the
town of Marysville, which was hit by a 60-mile-
long fire front, it is feared that 100 of the 519
residents have been killed. Tragically, these
numbers are likely to deteriorate further, there
being approximately 23 fires which remain un-
contained.

Encouragingly, the size of the tragedy has
been matched by the size and speed of the
response. | extend my sincere appreciation to
the emergency rescue crews, firefighters and
Australia’s Federal and Victorian Governments
for their well-coordinated response to this ca-
lamity. The loss suffered would have been far
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