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spending package, $836 billion, the Re-
publicans had their own set of hear-
ings. They were open to the public and
open to Democrats.

The result of the Republican Working
Committee, according to the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office,
was a plan, an alternative, that created
twice the jobs at half the cost. Now,
just roughly, the Democrat proposal
creates 3.7 million jobs at a cost of $830
billion. The Republican plan creates 6
million jobs—over 6 million, in fact—at
a cost of just less than $400 billion.

Tax breaks that are targeted at job
creation, tax breaks that are targeted
for small businesses, tax breaks for
people who are unemployed so they
would not have to pay taxes on their
unemployment insurance, these are
things that we need. Twice the jobs,
half the cost.

———

MORTGAGING FUTURE
GENERATIONS

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, never
I think in history has so much money
been spent by so few people in such a
short period of time, mortgaging future
generations to an extent we have never
seen in American history.

It’s important that the American
public pay attention to this spendulous
bill and look carefully at what’s in it.
Go to the Internet, make sure you read
it and see it and, remember, the fiscal
conservatives in the House have laid
out a thoughtful alternative based on
tax cuts where you keep your money
immediately to invest, spend, save as
you wish.

That is the best way to stimulate
this economy quickly and in a way
that will preserve the core principles of
this Nation, which are based on free-
dom, individual liberty, and the gov-
ernment getting out of the way and
letting free people make their own de-
cisions about their own money. That is
the best way to stimulate this econ-
omy.

It’s, I think, vitally important, Mr.
Speaker, and I am grateful we have a
rule now where people can see this bill
on the Internet for up to 48 hours. Take
the time, folks, to review it and look at
it, because we have certainly not had
enough public hearings to do so.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DRIEHAUS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———
PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL
RESOURCES, 111TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from West Virginia (Mr. RA-
HALL) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to submit for printing in the
CONGRESSIOINAL RECORD, pursuant to clause
2(a) of Rule Xl, of the Rules of the House, a
copy of the Rules of the Committee on Natural
Resources, which were adopted at the organi-
zational meeting of the committee on February
4, 2009.

RULES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-

SOURCES, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

111TH CONGRESS, ADOPTED FEBRUARY 4, 2009

RULE 1. RULES OF THE HOUSE; VICE CHAIRMEN

(a) Applicability of House Rules.

(1) The Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, so far as they are applicable, are the
rules of the Committee on Natural Resources
(hereinafter in these rules referred to as the
‘“Committee’’) and its Subcommittees.

(2) Each Subcommittee is part of the Com-
mittee and is subject to the authority, direc-
tion and rules of the Committee. References
in these rules to ““Committee” and ‘‘Chair-
man’’ shall apply to each Subcommittee and
its Chairman wherever applicable.

(3) House Rule XI is incorporated and made
a part of the rules of the Committee to the
extent applicable.

(b) Vice Chairmen.—Unless inconsistent
with other rules, the Chairman shall appoint
a Vice Chairman of the Committee and the
Subcommittee Chairmen will appoint Vice
Chairmen of each of the Subcommittees. If
the Chairman of the Committee or Sub-
committee is not present at any meeting of
the Committee or Subcommittee, as the case
may be, the Vice Chairman shall preside. If
the Vice Chairman is not present, the rank-
ing Member of the Majority party on the
Committee or Subcommittee who is present
shall preside at that meeting.

RULE 2. MEETINGS IN GENERAL

(a) Scheduled Meetings.—The Committee
shall meet at 10 a.m. every Wednesday when
the House is in session, unless canceled by
the Chairman. The Committee shall also
meet at the call of the Chairman subject to
advance notice to all Members of the Com-
mittee. Special meetings shall be called and
convened by the Chairman as provided in
clause 2(c)(1) of House Rule XI. Any Com-
mittee meeting or hearing that conflicts
with a party caucus, conference, or similar
party meeting shall be rescheduled at the
discretion of the Chairman, in consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member. The
Committee may not sit during a joint ses-
sion of the House and Senate or during a re-
cess when a joint meeting of the House and
Senate is in progress.

(b) Open Meetings.—Each meeting for the
transaction of business, including the mark-
up of legislation, and each hearing of the
Committee or a Subcommittee shall be open
to the public, except as provided by clause
2(g) and clause 2(k) of House Rule XI.

(¢) Broadcasting.—Whenever a meeting for
the transaction of business, including the
markup of legislation, or a hearing is open to
the public, that meeting or hearing shall be
open to coverage by television, radio, and
still photography in accordance with clause 4
of House Rule XI. The provisions of clause
4(f) of House Rule XI are specifically made
part of these rules by reference. Operation
and use of any Committee Internet broadcast
system shall be fair and nonpartisan and in
accordance with clause 4(b) of House Rule XI
and all other applicable rules of the Com-
mittee and the House.

(d) Oversight Plan.—No later than Feb-
ruary 15 of the first session of each Congress,
the Committee shall adopt its oversight
plans for that Congress in accordance with
clause 2(d)(1) of House Rule X.
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RULE 3. PROCEDURES IN GENERAL

(a) Agenda of Meetings; Information for
Members.—An agenda of the business to be
considered at meetings shall be delivered to
the office of each Member of the Committee
no later than 48 hours before the meeting.
This requirement may be waived by a major-
ity vote of the Committee at the time of the
consideration of the measure or matter. To
the extent practicable, a summary of the
major provisions of any bill being considered
by the Committee, including the need for the
bill and its effect on current law, will be
available for the Members of the Committee
no later than 48 hours before the meeting.

(b) Meetings and Hearings to Begin
Promptly.—Each meeting or hearing of the
Committee shall begin promptly at the time
stipulated in the public announcement of the
meeting or hearing.

(c) Addressing the Committee.—A Com-
mittee Member may address the Committee
or a Subcommittee on any bill, motion, or
other matter under consideration or may
question a witness at a hearing only when
recognized by the Chairman for that purpose.
The time a Member may address the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee for any purpose or
to question a witness shall be limited to five
minutes, except as provided in Committee
Rule 4(g). A Member shall limit his remarks
to the subject matter under consideration.
The Chairman shall enforce the preceding
provision.

(d) Quorums.

(1) A majority of the Members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for the re-
porting of any measure or recommendation,
the authorizing of a subpoena, the closing of
any meeting or hearing to the public under
clause 2(g)(1), clause 2(g)(2)(A) and clause
2(k)(5)(B) of House Rule XI, and the releasing
of executive session materials under clause
2(k)(7) of House Rule X. Testimony and evi-
dence may be received at any hearing at
which there are at least two Members of the
Committee present. For the purpose of
transacting all other business of the Com-
mittee, one third of the Members shall con-
stitute a quorum.

(2) When a call of the roll is required to as-
certain the presence of a quorum, the offices
of all Members shall be notified and the
Members shall have not less than 15 minutes
to prove their attendance. The Chairman
shall have the discretion to waive this re-
quirement when a quorum is actually
present or whenever a quorum is secured and
may direct the Chief Clerk to note the names
of all Members present within the 15-minute
period.

(e) Participation of Members in Committee
and Subcommittees.—Any Member of the
Committee may sit with any Subcommittee
during any meeting or hearing, and by unan-
imous consent of the Members of the Sub-
committee may participate in such meeting
or hearing. However, a Member who is not a
Member of the Subcommittee may not vote
on any matter before the Subcommittee, be
counted for purposes of establishing a
quorum or raise points of order.

(f) Proxies.—No vote in the Committee or
its Subcommittees may be cast by proxy.

(g) Record Votes.—Record votes shall be
ordered on the demand of one-fifth of the
Members present, or by any Member in the
apparent absence of a quorum.

(h) Postponed Record Votes.

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Chairman
may, after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving any measure or matter
or adopting an amendment. The Chairman
shall resume proceedings on a postponed re-
quest at any time after reasonable notice,
but no later than the next meeting day.
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