February 25, 2009

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 25, 2009.
Mrs. KARI BAUER,
Moss Court,
Fayetteville, NC.

DEAR MRS. BAUER: I wish to once again
convey my deepest condolences for the loss
of your husband, Staff Sergeant Justin
Bauer. My entire congressional staff also
joins me at this time in sending our deepest
sympathies and understanding during this
period of bereavement.

Staff Sergeant Bauer served his country
and the American people in the most honor-
able of ways. Staff Sergeant Bauer’s absolute
selfless service, professionalism and loyalty
to country will continue to serve as the pin-
nacle for which we will continue to honor his
service to our great nation. His leadership
and ‘“‘high regard” as viewed by his fellow
Soldiers were so strongly conveyed to me in
the words spoken at the memorial service.

I hope that time and memories will help
lessen the burden of your sorrow, and that
you may draw some measure of comfort
knowing that others care and share in your
loss. Please know that we have shared in
your pain and sorrow and pay our final re-
spects to undoubtedly one of our nation’s
best. If I can be of any assistance please con-
tact my Washington, D.C. Office at (202) 225—
3715 or in Fayetteville (910)-920-2070.

I also wanted you to know that I went on
the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives today to offer my appreciation for the
sacrifice that your husband made, the loss
you endured. And that the two of you rep-
resent why our military and our military
families are the heart and soul of our coun-
try. Thanks again to you and Justin.

Sincerely,
LARRY KISSELL,
Member of Congress.

——
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WE NEED TO FOCUS ON OUR
TRADE DEFICITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last
night, President Obama said that in
this time of economic insecurity,
America must avoid the possibility of
protectionism. My friends, where are
the fearsome red-herring protection-
ists?

We all believe in free trade so long as
it is fair trade, and I believe most of all
in free trade among free people. Our
Nation boasts the most open markets
in the world, but one must recognize
that America hasn’t had a balanced
trade account since 1975, yes, 1975.

That’s 34 years of regression on the
jobs and trade front, 34 years of wan-
dering in the wilderness, 34 years of
deluges of imports dwarfing our ex-
ports, 34 years of outsourcing our good
jobs by the millions. Thousands of
America’s best companies have been
sacrificed, Maytag, Trico, Playtex,
Levis, Zenith, Georgia-Pacific, Cham-
pion Spark Plug. The list is endless.

Now we are watching major segments
of our banking system disintegrate
while we buy foreign televisions, for-
eign clothing, foreign automobiles, for-
eign food, all while our beautiful Na-
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tion begs China, undemocratic China,
for money.

It’s pretty clear we need to focus on
our trade deficits as a causal factor in
our other deficits. The human and eco-
nomic tragedies continue to mount.
The massive hemorrhage of U.S. wealth
instructs us in its raw truth. So-called
free trade agreements began in 1975.
Back then we had a surplus of $12.4 bil-
lion in goods with the world. We have
now sunk in 2008 to $677 billion in trade
deficit, three-quarters of a trillion dol-
lars, and all the lost jobs that go with
it just disappear.

The evidence is all around us. Ameri-
cans are working harder each year, in-
creasing their productivity but then
seeing no increased wages. More lost
purchasing power, the dollar isn’t
worth as much. Their health and pen-
sion benefits, disappearing. This is not
a recipe for a healthy economy, a
strong nation or a middle class.

The challenge is trade is not a zero
sum game. Other nations don’t play by
the same rules. Other nations manage
their markets. Other nations manipu-
late their currency. Other nations
aren’t democratic and they have no
rule of law.

Let’s look at the raw facts, as ignor-
ing our trade deficits won’t help our
Nation crawl out of our deep economic
hole. Let’s stop digging and start
crawling out.

When you focus over a quarter of a
century on more outsourcing of jobs
and importing goods than on exporting
goods and creating jobs here, our coun-
try ends up indebted and we are in-
debted to China, indebted to Mexico,
indebted to Japan and all the other
creditors who will be knocking on our
grandchildren’s doors.

When you conduct two wars and
don’t pay for them, you make it even
worse. But not to recognize those two
deficits, the trade deficit as well as the
budget deficit, is to live in a world of
delusion.

In 2008, our largest trade deficit was
in o0il with countries in the Middle
East, and the bottom line is that that
trade advantages them, not us.

If you look at overall trade between
the United States, Canada and Mexico,
that’s governed by NAFTA, the North
American Free Trade Agreement. We
are now at record imports from both
countries, not exports, record imports,
$74.2 billion in the red with Canada last
yvear and $63.5 billion in the red with
Mexico.

The same is true with Communist
China, where we are in a $266 billion
deficit, a record high. Japan is no dif-
ferent, $72.6 billion there.

The top trade gap we continue to face
is imported oil. Overall, the U.S. im-
ported 3.6 billion barrels of crude oil in
2008 worth $342 billion, our chief stra-
tegic vulnerability.

Unemployment continues to rise na-
tionally, over 7.2 percent, and in dis-
tricts like mine and many counties
over 12.5 percent. Dr. Peter Morici of
the University of Maryland has writ-
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ten, ‘“Lost growth is cumulative.
Thanks to the record trade deficits ac-
cumulated over the last 10 years, the
U.S. economy is about $1.5 trillion
smaller. This comes out to about
$10,000 per worker,” and every Amer-
ican middle class family feels it.

How are we going to change this, Mr.
President? America needs balanced
trade accounts, not delusion. We need
open markets, not closed markets. We
need a rule of law, not undemocratic
practices. We need realism, not delu-
sion.

———

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
MARC J. SMALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a young American hero
who has given his all in service to our
Nation, a 1970 graduate of Methacton
High School, Marc Small of
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. He rep-
resented the very best of our commu-
nity and country when he decided in
2003 to follow in the patriotic footsteps
of his father, Sergeant Major Murray
Small, U.S. Army, Retired, and he en-
listed in our U.S. Army.

As importantly, in following his
mother’s compassionate and caring na-
ture, he chose to become a medic with
the Army Special Forces to assume the
responsibilities of caring for his com-
rades in arms as well as some of the
poorest people on this earth. As testa-
ment to his intelligence, motivation
and courage, in less than 5 years this
remarkable young man quickly rose to
the rank of staff sergeant, learned the
invaluable skills necessary to heal sol-
diers and civilians and earned the ex-
traordinary honor of wearing the treas-
ured ‘‘Green Beret.”

Tragically, on February 12, 2009, at
Faramuz, Afghanistan, Staff Sergeant
Marc J. Small, of the 1st Battalion, 3rd
Special Forces Group (Airborne) U.S.
Army, succumbed to wounds sustained
in combat. Before his life was cut
short, this young warrior had treated
hundreds of Afghani civilians and in
the process displayed the very best of
the American spirit and character.

By the loss of Staff Sergeant Marc J.
Small we are a much lesser Nation and
community, but only for the briefest of
periods. Because given the very special
nature of this healer and warrior, I am
certain that from this tragedy other
young men and women will be inspired
by the heroism and selflessness of Staff
Sergeant Small. From their skills,
valor and compassion, the best tradi-
tions of our Nation will live on, as they
must, for this world remains a very
challenging place, and the need for our
Nation to tend to the needs of poor and
oppressed in many remote regions of
the world is great.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we take a
moment to reflect on the service Staff
Sergeant Marc Small has made on our
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behalf in making so much possible. We
thank his mother, Mary MacFarland;
his father, Sergeant Major Murray
Small, U.S. Army, Retired; his step-
father, Peter MacFarland; his step-
mother, Karen Small; his brother,
Matt; sisters Heather MacFarland
Wellock, Jennifer MacFarland and
Megan MacFarland; stepbrothers Trav-
is and Tyler Baney; and Amanda
Charney, who Marc Small very deeply
loved.

I join all of the constituents of Penn-
sylvania’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict and good Americans everywhere
when I pledge that the service and sac-
rifice of Staff Sergeant Marc J. Small,
U.S. Army, will always be remembered
and forever honored.

———

SECRETARY CLINTON’S SILENCE
IN CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today the
State Department released its annual
Human Rights Report, an exhaustive
report which documents the human
rights abuses of countries worldwide.

The report highlights several dis-
turbing global trends in the area of
human rights and goes on to say that
these trends ‘‘confirm the continuing
need for vigorous United States diplo-
macy to act and speak out,” and, yet,
America’s leading diplomat, Secretary
of State Clinton, could not find it in
herself to publicly press the Chinese
Government on their human rights
abuses during her recent visit.

Which begs the question, has the sit-
uation improved so dramatically so as
to justify relegating human rights to
the back burner? Was last year a ban-
ner year for the Chinese Government
marked by tremendous reforms and
greater freedom? Has a new day
dawned for the people of China? The
answer is no. We need look no further
than the State Department’s own re-
port that came out today that says
such notions could not be further from
the truth and would be laughable if the
reality of the situation wasn’t so sober-
ing.

A few excerpts from the report:

“The Government of China’s human
rights record remained poor and wors-
ened in some areas. The government

tightly controlled freedom of
speech, the press (including the Inter-
net), assembly, movement and associa-
tion.”

““Authorities committed
extrajudicial killings and torture, co-
erced confessions of prisoners, and used
forced labor. In addition, the Chinese
government increased detention and
harassment of dissidents.”

For people of faith, the situation was
especially grim:

‘“Authorities disrupted church meet-
ings and retreats; detained, beat, and
harassed church leaders and church
members.”’
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‘“‘Harassment of unregistered Catho-
lic bishops, priests, and laypersons con-
tinued, including government surveil-
lance and detentions.”

This is the State Department’s re-
port that came out today.

For North Korean refugees the report
had this to say:

‘““‘Authorities stepped up efforts to lo-
cate, detain, and forcibly return North
Koreans to North Korea,” basically
gulags where they will be persecuted.

On forced labor it said: ‘‘Forced labor
remained a serious problem,” and on
and on. I am running because of the
time.

For Tibet, here is what the report
said:

“The government’s human rights
record in Tibetan areas of China dete-
riorated severely during the year. Au-
thorities continued to commit serious
human rights abuses, including tor-
ture, arbitrary arrest, extrajudicial de-
tention,”” and then it goes on with
much others.

The list goes on. I marvel that there
can be such a disconnect between the
systematic documented abuses of the
Chinese government, the importance,
as stated in the report, of the U.S. Gov-
ernment speaking out on behalf of
those living under repression and the
shocking silence of Secretary Clinton.
The Chinese Government could barely
contain their excitement about Sec-
retary Clinton’s silence.

AP reported that ‘‘China gave U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton a glowing review.”” No wonder
they gave her a glowing review because
she didn’t say anything following her
weekend visit, during which she
steered clear of human rights issues.

China doesn’t want our Secretary to
speak on human rights, but that’s the
very reason why they should speak out
on human rights.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, silence in itself
is a message, not just to the Chinese
Government but to the Chinese people
whose struggles are outlined in grim
details.

Martin Luther King said, and I quote,
“In the end, we will remember not the
words of our enemies, but the silence of
our friends.”” For the Secretary of
State to be silent on the issue of perse-
cution in China, where there can be a
number, can you imagine, Mr. Speaker,
how a Catholic bishop, or a Buddhist
monk or a Protestant pastor or a Mus-
lim Uighur was in prison and the pris-
on guards came around and said, ‘‘See,
your Secretary of State was in town
and she never even raised the issue.”

The way to do this, Mr. Speaker, in
ending, is the way Ronald Reagan did
it in the eighties. Every time President
Reagan would go or any Secretary of
State would go to Moscow, or what-
ever, they would speak out on behalf of
human rights. Our embassies were is-
lands of freedom.

And so I ask the Secretary to make
it clear: Is this a retreat on human
rights? Did you just make a mistake?
But the sound and the silence is rever-
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berating, and it will also have an im-
pact on dictators around the world be-
cause they will see the Secretary going
to China and not speaking out.
Ahmadinejad will do what he wants
with regard to the Baha’is, Egypt will
do what it wants with regard to the
Coptic Christians and on and on, and
the world will be a much more dan-
gerous place.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
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REASONS FOR THE ECONOMIC
DOWNTURN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, through the
period of the last 6 years, one of the
things we have heard pretty commonly
in the media has been the tremendous
cost of the war in Iraq, and that every
day we hear there are more and more
millions being squandered on the war
in Iraq. So it is an interesting fact to
add up all of the spending in the war in
Iraq and all of the spending in the war
in Afghanistan and add it together.
What you find is that there is less
spending there than there was in the
first 5 weeks of this new year, particu-
larly with the new stimulus bill.

Well, how is was it that we got into
such a fix, into such a problem, that
our economy seemed to dictate these
kinds of draconian solutions? That
story actually starts back some num-
ber of years. It goes back to the Carter
administration, the Community Rein-
vestment Act and the idea that there
were some people that couldn’t get a
decent home loan. So we were going to
tell banks that they had to make some
loans to people that were riskier, and
maybe even risky enough that some of
them couldn’t make their loan pay-
ments.

That started under the Carter admin-
istration, but over a period of time we
then developed a couple of organiza-
tions called typically Freddie and
Fannie, Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae.
Those organizations are neither quite
government, but really not quite pri-
vate either. Their objective was to cre-
ate a source of innovative financing so
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