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behalf in making so much possible. We 
thank his mother, Mary MacFarland; 
his father, Sergeant Major Murray 
Small, U.S. Army, Retired; his step-
father, Peter MacFarland; his step-
mother, Karen Small; his brother, 
Matt; sisters Heather MacFarland 
Wellock, Jennifer MacFarland and 
Megan MacFarland; stepbrothers Trav-
is and Tyler Baney; and Amanda 
Charney, who Marc Small very deeply 
loved. 

I join all of the constituents of Penn-
sylvania’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict and good Americans everywhere 
when I pledge that the service and sac-
rifice of Staff Sergeant Marc J. Small, 
U.S. Army, will always be remembered 
and forever honored. 
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SECRETARY CLINTON’S SILENCE 
IN CHINA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today the 
State Department released its annual 
Human Rights Report, an exhaustive 
report which documents the human 
rights abuses of countries worldwide. 

The report highlights several dis-
turbing global trends in the area of 
human rights and goes on to say that 
these trends ‘‘confirm the continuing 
need for vigorous United States diplo-
macy to act and speak out,’’ and, yet, 
America’s leading diplomat, Secretary 
of State Clinton, could not find it in 
herself to publicly press the Chinese 
Government on their human rights 
abuses during her recent visit. 

Which begs the question, has the sit-
uation improved so dramatically so as 
to justify relegating human rights to 
the back burner? Was last year a ban-
ner year for the Chinese Government 
marked by tremendous reforms and 
greater freedom? Has a new day 
dawned for the people of China? The 
answer is no. We need look no further 
than the State Department’s own re-
port that came out today that says 
such notions could not be further from 
the truth and would be laughable if the 
reality of the situation wasn’t so sober-
ing. 

A few excerpts from the report: 
‘‘The Government of China’s human 

rights record remained poor and wors-
ened in some areas. The government 
. . . tightly controlled freedom of 
speech, the press (including the Inter-
net), assembly, movement and associa-
tion.’’ 

‘‘Authorities committed 
extrajudicial killings and torture, co-
erced confessions of prisoners, and used 
forced labor. In addition, the Chinese 
government increased detention and 
harassment of dissidents.’’ 

For people of faith, the situation was 
especially grim: 

‘‘Authorities disrupted church meet-
ings and retreats; detained, beat, and 
harassed church leaders and church 
members.’’ 

‘‘Harassment of unregistered Catho-
lic bishops, priests, and laypersons con-
tinued, including government surveil-
lance and detentions.’’ 

This is the State Department’s re-
port that came out today. 

For North Korean refugees the report 
had this to say: 

‘‘Authorities stepped up efforts to lo-
cate, detain, and forcibly return North 
Koreans to North Korea,’’ basically 
gulags where they will be persecuted. 

On forced labor it said: ‘‘Forced labor 
remained a serious problem,’’ and on 
and on. I am running because of the 
time. 

For Tibet, here is what the report 
said: 

‘‘The government’s human rights 
record in Tibetan areas of China dete-
riorated severely during the year. Au-
thorities continued to commit serious 
human rights abuses, including tor-
ture, arbitrary arrest, extrajudicial de-
tention,’’ and then it goes on with 
much others. 

The list goes on. I marvel that there 
can be such a disconnect between the 
systematic documented abuses of the 
Chinese government, the importance, 
as stated in the report, of the U.S. Gov-
ernment speaking out on behalf of 
those living under repression and the 
shocking silence of Secretary Clinton. 
The Chinese Government could barely 
contain their excitement about Sec-
retary Clinton’s silence. 

AP reported that ‘‘China gave U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton a glowing review.’’ No wonder 
they gave her a glowing review because 
she didn’t say anything following her 
weekend visit, during which she 
steered clear of human rights issues. 

China doesn’t want our Secretary to 
speak on human rights, but that’s the 
very reason why they should speak out 
on human rights. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, silence in itself 
is a message, not just to the Chinese 
Government but to the Chinese people 
whose struggles are outlined in grim 
details. 

Martin Luther King said, and I quote, 
‘‘In the end, we will remember not the 
words of our enemies, but the silence of 
our friends.’’ For the Secretary of 
State to be silent on the issue of perse-
cution in China, where there can be a 
number, can you imagine, Mr. Speaker, 
how a Catholic bishop, or a Buddhist 
monk or a Protestant pastor or a Mus-
lim Uighur was in prison and the pris-
on guards came around and said, ‘‘See, 
your Secretary of State was in town 
and she never even raised the issue.’’ 

The way to do this, Mr. Speaker, in 
ending, is the way Ronald Reagan did 
it in the eighties. Every time President 
Reagan would go or any Secretary of 
State would go to Moscow, or what-
ever, they would speak out on behalf of 
human rights. Our embassies were is-
lands of freedom. 

And so I ask the Secretary to make 
it clear: Is this a retreat on human 
rights? Did you just make a mistake? 
But the sound and the silence is rever-

berating, and it will also have an im-
pact on dictators around the world be-
cause they will see the Secretary going 
to China and not speaking out. 
Ahmadinejad will do what he wants 
with regard to the Baha’is, Egypt will 
do what it wants with regard to the 
Coptic Christians and on and on, and 
the world will be a much more dan-
gerous place. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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REASONS FOR THE ECONOMIC 
DOWNTURN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, through the 
period of the last 6 years, one of the 
things we have heard pretty commonly 
in the media has been the tremendous 
cost of the war in Iraq, and that every 
day we hear there are more and more 
millions being squandered on the war 
in Iraq. So it is an interesting fact to 
add up all of the spending in the war in 
Iraq and all of the spending in the war 
in Afghanistan and add it together. 
What you find is that there is less 
spending there than there was in the 
first 5 weeks of this new year, particu-
larly with the new stimulus bill. 

Well, how is was it that we got into 
such a fix, into such a problem, that 
our economy seemed to dictate these 
kinds of draconian solutions? That 
story actually starts back some num-
ber of years. It goes back to the Carter 
administration, the Community Rein-
vestment Act and the idea that there 
were some people that couldn’t get a 
decent home loan. So we were going to 
tell banks that they had to make some 
loans to people that were riskier, and 
maybe even risky enough that some of 
them couldn’t make their loan pay-
ments. 

That started under the Carter admin-
istration, but over a period of time we 
then developed a couple of organiza-
tions called typically Freddie and 
Fannie, Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae. 
Those organizations are neither quite 
government, but really not quite pri-
vate either. Their objective was to cre-
ate a source of innovative financing so 
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