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in Congress. I also understand that this
will be an ongoing discussion. I am sen-
sitive to the concerns raised by my col-
leagues on the constitutionality of our
actions.

Legal scholars have testified before
the Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee and the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee that Congress
does have the constitutional authority
to extend a vote to a District Rep-
resentative in the House. I believe this
legislation is constitutional, but ulti-
mately it is the role of the courts to
decide.

Our representative democracy is
based on the principle that citizens of
this country should have a say in the
laws that govern this country. If citi-
zens disagree with the laws, they have
the power to vote for different rep-
resentatives. By extending this core
principle to the District of Columbia, I
believe this bill would be a decisive
step forward for the rights of DC resi-
dents.

AMENDMENT NO. 575

Now I wish to address the pending
Ensign amendment.

Today, we are addressing voting
rights. Now is not an appropriate time
to cloud the debate with amendments
on gun control. Last year, when this
gun issue was brought up on the Senate
floor before being considered by the
committee, I joined 10 of my colleagues
in a letter to the majority leader ask-
ing that the bill follow Senate proce-
dures and be referred to committee be-
fore consideration on the floor.

As the chairman of the subcommittee
charged with the oversight of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, I am familiar with
the debate on DC’s gun policies. Last
year, the U.S. Supreme Court in the
Heller decision struck down the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s gun ban. Since
then, the DC City Council has taken
necessary steps to comply with the Su-
preme Court’s decision, including the
passage of legislation to address issues
raised by the ruling. I do not believe
any congressional action is needed to
help DC comply with the Heller deci-
sion, but, more importantly, this is not
the appropriate time to consider and
vote on this issue.

I am not against gun ownership. I am
for self-determination. I strongly en-
courage my colleagues to give the Dis-
trict of Columbia and its citizens the
opportunity to vote on and establish
their own rules regarding gun control.
It would be ironic if we were to with
one hand finally give the people of the
District voting representation but on
the other hand take away their right to
self-determination by forcing them to
adopt a gun control policy on which
they were unable to vote. I, therefore,
urge my colleagues to vote no on the
Ensign amendment and all related
amendments.

I am proud to lend my support for
the underlying bill. I urge my col-
leagues to vote in support of voting
rights for the residents of the District
of Columbia and to reject any amend-
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ment that would abridge those rights
or is not germane to the issue at hand.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
have a unanimous consent agreement
to propound which has been cleared on
both sides.

I ask unanimous consent that when
the Senate resumes consideration of S.
160 on Thursday, February 26, the time
until 10:30 a.m. be for debate with re-
spect to the Kyl amendment No. 585,
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between Senators KYL and
LIEBERMAN or their designees, with no
amendment in order to the amendment
prior to the vote, and that at 10:30 a.m.
the Senate proceed to vote in relation
to the amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. I thank the Chair.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BEGICH). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on S. 160, the Dis-
trict of Columbia House Voting Rights Act
of 2009.

Harry Reid, Richard Durbin, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Jeanne Shaheen, Patty
Murray, Bernard Sanders, Roland W.
Burris, Charles E. Schumer, Debbie
Stabenow, Barbara A. Mikulski, Bill
Nelson, John F. Kerry, Christopher J.
Dodd, Frank R. Lautenberg, Jeff
Bingaman, Amy Klobuchar, Robert
Menendez, Barbara Boxer.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory
quorum call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would like
to announce to everyone where we are
in regard to this bill. We have been
working through the amendments.
Senator LIEBERMAN has done a terrific
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job. I understand there will be a few
more that may be offered. We expect to
have votes throughout Thursday on
pending amendments, and those that
are offered on Thursday we are going
to try to dispose of those tomorrow.

I filed cloture today, but I hope it
isn’t necessary to have this cloture
vote. However, if necessary, we will
look forward to seeing if we can get a
consent agreement to have the vote to-
morrow; otherwise, we are going to
wind up coming in Friday morning. I
hope that is not necessary. This is a
piece of legislation that has been
talked about for a long time. We have
had it on the Senate floor before. I
think everyone has had the ability to
offer whatever they believe is appro-
priate.

I really express my appreciation for
the cooperation of all Members, both
Democrats and Republicans, but espe-
cially Senator KyL, who did some very
good work with Senator LIEBERMAN
this afternoon.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we now proceed to
a period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

Mr. LEAHY. When historians look
back at the last 8 years, they are going
to evaluate one of the most secretive
administrations in the history of the
United States. Now, the citizens of this
country have said we should have
change, and we should. But we also
know that the past can be prologue un-
less we set things right.

In the last administration, there was
a justification for torture. It presided
over the abuse at Abu Ghraib, de-
stroyed tapes of harsh interrogations,
and conducted extraordinary ren-
ditions that sent people to countries
that permit torture during interroga-
tion.

They used the Justice Department,
our premiere law enforcement agency,
to subvert the intent of congressional
statutes, even to subvert nonpartisan
prosecutions, and instead to use them
in partisan ways to try to affect the
outcome of elections. They wrote se-
cret law to give themselves legal cover
for these misguided policies, policies
that could not withstand scrutiny if
brought to light.

Nothing has done more to damage
America’s standing and moral author-
ity than the revelation that during the
last 8 years we abandoned our historic
commitment to human rights by re-
peatedly stretching the law and the
bounds of Executive power to authorize
torture and cruel treatment.

As President Obama said to Congress
and the American people last night, ‘‘if
we’re honest with ourselves, we’ll
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