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In addition, the previous speaker 

pointed out that the President’s mes-
sage, although very comforting to me 
coming from a coal-producing State 
like Wyoming, that he does acknowl-
edge that we need clean coal tech-
nology, in the very same sentence said 
we also need cap and trade. And cap 
and trade is a tax, it will fall primarily 
on coal, that will send us to other na-
tions to derive our energy. And that, I 
think, is a step in the wrong direction 
as well. 

Furthermore, the debt that we’re 
taking on will have to be absorbed in 
large part by other nations. We’re al-
ready the largest debtor nation in the 
world. China already owns over $1 tril-
lion worth of our Treasury notes, our 
debt. And it must be of great concern 
to them that we would approach them 
to buy more of our debt knowing that 
the consequence of all of this spending 
will mean we will be paying them back 
in dollars that are worth less than the 
dollars that they needed to purchase 
our U.S. treasuries now. Inflation will 
be the consequence of all the spending 
we are doing. 

Consequently, I was so hopeful that 
the President’s budget would provide a 
modicum of discipline and would be 
flat spending so that the American peo-
ple will have a chance to see if the 
stimulus package works before we un-

dertake more government spending to 
see if the budget that was passed yes-
terday, the $410 billion, is responsive to 
stimulus so we can flatten budgets in 
the future. But what we saw yesterday 
is that we’re going to increase spending 
over last year’s budget, followed the 
very next day, today, by even more 
spending. The levels of spending just 
get higher and higher, government 
intervention into the private sector 
gets higher and higher. The people of 
this country need us to go shoulder to 
shoulder with them and exercise the 
fiscal discipline that they are having to 
exercise themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, again, it’s wonderful to 
see you in the Chair. I thank you for 
your time. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material:) 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of 
California) to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, 
March 5. 

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, March 5. 
Mr. WOLF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California, 

for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. LUMMIS, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of 
the following title: 

S. 234. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 2105 
East Cook Street in Springfield, Illinois, as 
the ‘‘Colonel John H. Wilson, Jr. Post Office 
Building’’. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 49 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, March 
2, 2009, at 12:30 p.m., for morning-hour 
debate. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Speaker-Authorized Official Travel during the 
fourth quarter of 2008 and the first quarter of 2009 pursuant to Public Law 95–384 are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2008 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Juan Lara ................................................................. 12 /01 12 /02 Rome ..................................................... .................... 150.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 150.00 
Mike Brinck .............................................................. 12 /01 12 /02 Rome ..................................................... .................... 150.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 150.00 
Kingston Smith ........................................................ 12 /01 12 /02 Rome ..................................................... .................... 150.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 150.00 
Juan Lara ................................................................. 12 /01 12 /05 Berlin .................................................... .................... 682.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 682.00 
Mike Brinck .............................................................. 12 /01 12 /05 Berlin .................................................... .................... 682.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 682.00 
Kingston Smith ........................................................ 12 /01 12 /05 Berlin .................................................... .................... 682.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 682.00 
Kimberly Ross .......................................................... 12 /14 12 /17 Rome ..................................................... .................... 313.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 313.00 
Brian Lawrence ........................................................ 12 /14 12 /17 Rome ..................................................... .................... 313.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 313.00 
Kimberly Ross .......................................................... 12 /14 12 /23 Paris ..................................................... .................... 1,071.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,071.00 
Brian Lawrence ........................................................ 12 /14 12 /23 Paris ..................................................... .................... 1,071.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,071.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 5,264.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 5,264.00 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HONORABLE BOB FILNER, Chairman, Feb. 10, 2009. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, THOMAS W. ROSS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 26 AND JAN. 31, 2009 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Thomas W. Ross, Jr. ................................................ 1 /26 1 /30 Kosovo ................................................... .................... 796.00 .................... 10,093.73 .................... .................... .................... 10,889.73 
1 /30 1 /31 Austria .................................................. .................... 361.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 361.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 1,157.00 .................... 10,093.73 .................... .................... .................... 11,250.73 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

THOMAS W. ROSS, Jr., Feb. 9, 2009. 
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