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President of the Senate on February 9, 2009;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-865. A communication from the Staff
Director, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Commission’s recent appoint-
ment of members to the Alabama Advisory
Committee; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

EC-866. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services, Department of Homeland Se-
curity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“‘Employment Author-
ization and Verification of Aliens Enlisting
in the Armed Forces” (RIN1615-AB78) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 23, 2009; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-867. A communication from the Federal
Register Liaison Officer of the Regulations
and Rulings Division, Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax and Trade Bureau, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Expansion of the
Paso Robles Viticultural Area (2008R-073P)”’
(RIN1513-AB47) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 24, 2009;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-868. A communication from the Federal
Register Liaison Officer of the Regulations
and Rulings Division, Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax and Trade Bureau, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of
the Snipes Mountain Viticultural Area
(2007R-300P)"" (RIN1513-AB51) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 24, 2009; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

EC-869. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legis-
lative Affairs, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled
“USERRA Quarterly Report to Congress;
First Quarter of FY 2009’; to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-870. A communication from the Acting
Secretary of Labor, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report entitled “USERRA Quar-
terly Report to Congress; First Quarter of
FY 2009’; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KOHL (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
and Mrs. LINCOLN):

S. 502. A bill to promote labor force par-
ticipation of older Americans, with the goals
of increasing retirement security, reducing
the projected shortage of experienced work-
ers, maintaining future economic growth,
and improving the Nation’s fiscal outlook; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. BEGICH):

S. 503. A bill to authorize the exploration,
leasing, development, and production of oil
and gas in and from the western portion of
the Coastal Plain of the State of Alaska
without surface occupancy, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. ROBERTS:

S. 504. A Dbill to redesignate the Depart-
ment of the Navy as the Department of the
Navy and Marine Corps; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. MARTINEZ, and Ms.
LANDRIEU):
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S. 505. A bill to establish a National Catas-
trophe Risks Consortium and a National
Homeowner’s Insurance Stabilization Pro-
gram, and for the other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself and Mr.
WICKER):

S. Res. 59. A resolution designating April 4,
2009, as ‘‘National Association of Junior Aux-
iliaries Day’’; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 251
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. CoCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 261, a bill to amend the Com-
munications Act of 1934 to permit tar-
geted interference with mobile radio
services within prison facilities.
S. 424
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 424, a bill to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to elimi-
nate discrimination in the immigra-
tion laws by permitting permanent
partners of United States citizens and
lawful permanent residents to obtain
lawful permanent resident status in
the same manner as spouses of citizens
and lawful permanent residents and to
penalize immigration fraud in connec-
tion with permanent partnerships.
S. 488
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 488, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act, the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974, and the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to require group and indi-
vidual health insurance coverage and
group health plans to provide coverage
for individuals participating in ap-
proved cancer clinical trials.
S. 499
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
499, a bill to amend the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 to repeal the ultra-deep-
water and unconventional onshore nat-
ural gas and other petroleum research
and development program.
S. 501
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 501, a bill to amend
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act to prohibit the marketing of au-
thorized generic drugs.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself
and Mr. BEGICH):

February 27, 2009

S. 503. A bill to authorize the explo-
ration, leasing, development, and pro-
duction of oil and gas in and from the
western portion of the Coastal Plain of
the State of Alaska without surface oc-
cupancy, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce legislation that
I believe represents a true compromise
to end a three-decade dispute over oil
development in northern Alaska.
Today, I am introducing legislation
that would permit oil and gas to be si-
phoned from underneath the Coastal
Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge in northern Alaska but without
there being any permanent roads,
wells, buildings, pipelines, or struc-
tures erected that may interrupt the
beauty of the Coastal Plain.

Today, I am happy to announce that
I am being joined by my colleague from
Alaska, Senator BEGICH, in introducing
the No Surface Occupancy Western
Arctic Coastal Plain Domestic Energy
Security Act.

For 29 years since passage of the
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act in 1980, there has been a
controversy that has raged over wheth-
er oil and natural gas development
should occur from within this 1.5 mil-
lion acres of the Arctic Coastal Plain.
This is located right inside the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge in northern
Alaska. According to the USGS, the
area has a mean chance of containing
10.36 billion barrels of oil and 8.6 tril-
lion cubic feet of natural gas and a
high chance of producing 16 billion bar-
rels. This is the largest likely undis-
covered onshore conventional oil de-
posit in North America.

Over the years, environmentalists
have argued that this area cannot be
developed without causing disturbance
and perhaps environmental damage to
the surface of the Coastal Plain which
could harm the Arctic porcupine car-
ibou herd that roam in the area and
also harm the bird life that utilizes the
Refuge during the brief Arctic summer.

Over the years, this argument and
controversy has been fought with near
religious intensity. But now what we
have is a technology that has been de-
veloped that offers a compromise solu-
tion that may allow much of the area’s
energy to be produced without surface
damage or disturbance when wildlife is
in the area. The solution is to permit
oil and gas development to occur with-
out any surface occupancy, meaning
without construction of any structures
above the ground within the area of the
Coastal Plain protected by section 1002
of ANILCA. This is possible since the
extended-reach directional drilling
technology now permits oil wells to be
drilled on the western Alaska State-
owned lands, outside of the Refuge’s
boundary, or from the State waters up
to the north, and still be able to tap oil
and gas deposits located between 8 to
10 miles inside the Refuge.

Some have suggested this is incred-
ible. How can you place a well and be
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