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employee whose rate of pay exceeds applica-
ble pay limitations on the first day of the
first pay period beginning on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2012.

(b) OTHER PAY SYSTEMS.—With the concur-
rence of the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, the administrator of a
pay system not administered by the Office of
Personnel Management shall prescribe regu-
lations to carry out this Act with respect to
employees in such pay system, consistent
with the regulations issued by the Office
under subsection (a).

SEC. 9. EFFECTIVE DATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided by
subsection (b), this Act (including the
amendments made by this Act) shall take ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act.

(b) LOCALITY PAY AND SCHEDULE.—The
amendments made by section 2 and the pro-
visions of section 4 shall take effect on the
first day of the first applicable pay period be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2010.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 60—COM-
MEMORATING THE 10-YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ACCESSION
OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC, THE
REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY, AND
THE REUPBLIC OF POLAND AS
MEMBERS OF THE NORTH AT-
LANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr.
VOINOVICH) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 60

Whereas, on March 12, 1999, the Czech Re-
public, the Republic of Hungary, and the Re-
public of Poland formally joined the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO);

Whereas, in March 2009, NATO will cele-
brate the 10-year anniversary of the acces-
sion of the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Po-
land as members of the alliance;

Whereas representatives of the govern-
ments of the Czech Republic, Hungary, and
Poland will be in attendance as NATO cele-
brates its 60th anniversary at a summit to be
held on April 4, 2009, in Germany and France;

Whereas the security of the United States
and its NATO allies have been enhanced by
the integration of the Czech Republic, Hun-
gary, and Poland into the NATO alliance;

Whereas the Czech Republic, Hungary, and
Poland have been integral to the NATO mis-
sion of promoting a Europe that is whole,
undivided, free, and at peace;

Whereas the membership of the Czech Re-
public, Hungary, and Poland has strength-
ened the ability of NATO to perform a full
range of missions throughout the world;

Whereas the Czech Republic, Hungary, and
Poland continue to provide crucial support
and participation in the NATO International
Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan, as
NATO struggles to help the people of Af-
ghanistan create the conditions necessary
for security and successful development and
reconstruction;

Whereas the Czech Republic, Hungary, and
Poland helped support NATO efforts to sta-
bilize and secure the Balkans region by con-
tributing to the NATO-led Kosovo Force;

Whereas the Czech Republic, Hungary, Po-
land, and all NATO members share a strong
mutual commitment to defense, regional se-
curity, development, and human rights,
throughout Europe and beyond; and

Whereas the Czech Republic, Hungary, and
Poland have done much to help NATO meet
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the global challenges of the 21st century, in-
cluding the threat of terrorism, the spread of
weapons of mass destruction, instability
caused by failed states, and threats to global
energy security: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates the 10th anniversary of the
accession of the Czech Republic, the Repub-
lic of Hungary, and the Republic of Poland as
members of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO);

(2) congratulates the people of the Czech
Republic, Hungary, and Poland on their ac-
complishments as members of free democ-
racies and partners in European stability
and security;

(3) expresses appreciation for the con-
tinuing and close partnership between the
United States Government and the Govern-
ments of the Czech Republic, Hungary, and
Poland; and

(4) urges the United States Government to
continue to seek new ways to deepen and ex-
pand its important relationships with the
Governments of the Czech Republic, Hun-
gary, and Poland.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 61—COM-
MENDING THE COLUMBUS CREW
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER TEAM
FOR WINNING THE 2008 MAJOR
LEAGUE SOCCER CUP

Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself and Mr.
BROWN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 61

Whereas, on Sunday, November 23, 2008, the
Columbus Crew defeated the New York Red
Bulls by a score of 3-1 to win the 2008 Major
League Soccer (MLS) Cup;

Whereas the Columbus Crew led the league
with a record of 17 wins, 7 losses, and 6 draws
and scored 50 regular season goals and 8
playoff goals;

Whereas Columbus Crew head coach Sigi
Schmid was named the 2008 MLS Coach of
the Year and became the first MLS Coach to
win an MLS Cup with two different teams;

Whereas Columbus Crew forward Guillermo
Barros Schelotto was named the 2008 MLS
Most Valuable Player and led the league
with 19 regular season assists and 6 playoff
assists;

Whereas Columbus Crew defender Chad
Marshall was named the 2008 MLS Defender
of the Year;

Whereas Columbus Crew forward Alejandro
Moreno led the team in scoring with 9 reg-
ular season goals and 1 playoff goal;

Whereas Columbus Crew goalkeeper Will
Hesmer had 17 wins, 97 saves, and 10 shutouts
in 29 regular season games;

Whereas Alejandro Moreno, Chad Marshall,
and Frankie Hejduk all scored goals in the
MLS Cup Championship game;

Whereas the Columbus Crew was the win-
ner of the 2008 MLS Supporters’ Shield for
being the team with the best regular season
record;

Whereas Columbus Crew Captain Frankie
Hejduk led the team to its first MLS Cup
since the team’s creation in 1994; and

Whereas the Columbus Crew, along with its
supporters, has energized Columbus and
brought great pride to the State of Ohio:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Columbus Crew on
winning the 2008 Major League Soccer Cup;

(2) recognizes the achievements of Sigi
Schmid, Chad Marshall, Guillermo Barros
Schelotto, and the other members of the Co-
lumbus Crew for their tireless work ethic
and championship form;
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(3) salutes the support of the Columbus
Crew fan groups, including the Hudson
Street Hooligans, the Crew Union, La
Turbina Amarilla, and the rest of the
Nordecke for unwavering dedication to the
Columbus Crew; and

(4) expresses the hope that the Columbus
Crew and Major League Soccer will continue
to inspire soccer fans and players throughout
Ohio, the United States, and the world.

——————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 9—SUPPORTING THE GOALS
AND IDEALS OF MULTIPLE
SCLEROSIS AWARENESS WEEK

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. SNOWE,
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. DORGAN)
submitted the following concurrent
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 9

Whereas multiple sclerosis can impact men
and women of all ages, races, and ethnicities;

Whereas more than 400,000 people in the
United States live with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas approximately 2,500,000 people
worldwide have been diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas it is estimated that between 8,000
and 10,000 children and adolescents are living
with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas every hour of every day, someone
is newly diagnosed with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas the exact cause of multiple scle-
rosis is still unknown;

Whereas the symptoms of multiple scle-
rosis are unpredictable and vary from person
to person;

Whereas there is no laboratory test avail-
able for multiple sclerosis;

Whereas multiple sclerosis is not genetic,
contagious, or directly inherited, but studies
show that there are genetic factors that indi-
cate that certain individuals are susceptible
to the disease;

Whereas multiple sclerosis symptoms
occur when an immune system attack affects
the myelin in nerve fibers of the central
nervous system, damaging or destroying it
and replacing it with scar tissue, thereby
interfering with, or preventing the trans-
mission of, nerve signals;

Whereas in rare cases, multiple sclerosis is
s0 progressive that it is fatal;

Whereas there is no known cure for mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition,
an affiliation of multiple sclerosis organiza-
tions dedicated to the enhancement of the
quality of life for all those affected by mul-
tiple sclerosis, recognizes and celebrates
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition’s
mission is to increase opportunities for co-
operation and provide greater opportunity to
leverage the effective use of resources for the
benefit of the multiple sclerosis community;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition
recognizes and celebrates Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week during 1 week in March
every calendar year;

Whereas the goals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week are to invite people to join
the movement to end multiple sclerosis, en-
courage everyone to do something to dem-
onstrate a commitment to moving toward a
world free of multiple sclerosis, and to ac-
knowledge those who have dedicated their
time and talent to help promote multiple
sclerosis research and programs; and

Whereas in 2009, Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week is recognized during the week of
March 2nd through March 8th: Now, there-
fore, be it
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