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faith, family and the force on which he served.
The people of Largo and the Largo Police De-
partment lost a hero last week, but his mem-
ory, his strength and his core values will long
live on in his children, his family, his friends
and fellow officers. There can be no finer last-
ing tribute for a man who died long before his
time.

[From the St. Petersburg Times, Feb. 26,
2009]

LARGO OFFICER WAS TOUGH MAN WITH SOFT
HEART
(By Stephanie Hayes)

LARGO—Michael Renault was bagging gro-
ceries at a Winn-Dixie when his calling
clicked.

A thief came into the store and robbed the
cash register. Michael, always mischievous,
always sneaking out of his window at night,
sought adventure and feared nothing.

He also knew right from wrong. At 16, he
took off chasing the bad guy.

He had cowboy instincts, raised on a diet
of outer space westerns like Star Wars and
Star Trek. He collected John Wayne movies
and memorabilia.

He loved to fish and play laser tag in the
middle of the night with his younger broth-
er, Jason. He was unfailingly loyal, a good
man to have on your team.

‘“‘He was someone I always looked up to,”
said Jason Renault, 33. ‘“He was about as
much of a big brother as you can ask for. I
kind of idolized him in way.”

After college, he joined the Largo Police
Department, climbing to become a lieuten-
ant. He was tough to crack, a man of deep
voice and few words, said his wife, Jennifer
Renault, a fellow Largo police officer. Some
people were intimidated.

When they first met, ‘“He paid no attention
to me,” she said. ‘‘That was our big joke. But
then he really helped me out, showing me
what to do. He was just very genuine and al-
ways made me feel special.”

Lt. Renault received a medal of valor for
climbing a fire ladder to get a suicidal man
off the roof of a building, she said. Other
times, he endured dog bites while trying to
catch criminals.

He was an ace at poker, golfing, hunting,
playing softball and fantasy football.

He hated to lose.

““Oh, yeah, he was a sore loser,” said his
wife. “Mike Renault was a sore loser. Every-
one will tell you that.”

Underneath, there was a soft man who
wanted a huge family. He played and caught
bugs with his sons, Hunter and Luke. He
took them to ball games but curtailed his
competitive side so they’d know it was fine
to lose.

He yearned for a little girl. ‘‘He wanted the
princess,”’” his wife said. ‘‘He wanted to be
the dad to walk her down the aisle.”

Eleven months ago, Hannah Renault was
born. Lit. Renault sat and listened to a coun-
try song called I Loved Her First. He teared
picturing his daughter in a white dress. But
three months later, he got staggering news—
he had stomach cancer. His family and
friends rallied. His fellow officers raised
money and shaved their heads in solidarity.

As he ailed, he prayed and wrote in jour-
nals. He wanted his children to graduate, to
get married, to travel. He wished they’d have
fearless adventures and find their callings.

Lt. Renault died Tuesday. He was 37.

Biography

Michael Renault

Born: Oct. 1, 1971.

Died: Feb. 24, 2009.

Survivors: wife, Jennifer, children, Hunter,
Luke and Hannah; parents, James and Judy
Renault; siblings, Jason Renault, Kristen

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Pitchford; grandmother, Betty Lynch; seven
nieces and nephews.

Services: 2 p.m. Saturday at St. Paul
United Methodist Church, 1199 Highland
Ave., Largo.
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EARMARK DISCLOSURE
CORRECTION

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 5, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
| would like to correct an error made in my de-
scription of a law enforcement request for the
City of Lansing that should read “$500,000”
rather than “$3,125,000.” This project was
funded at $500,000 by H.R. 1105, the Omni-
bus Appropriations Act of 2009.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF MULTIPLE SCLE-
ROSIS AWARENESS WEEK

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 14,
supporting the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week. More than
400,000 Americans live with multiple sclerosis.
This disease knows no gender, age, or ethnic
boundaries. It strikes all in our society, even
our children, with an estimated 8,000 to
10,000 who live with this terrible disease, by
attacking the central nervous system. Symp-
toms, progress, and severity of the disease
vary widely from patient to patient. Some can
lead normal lives with symptoms like numb-
ness in the limbs while others can be stricken
with paralysis or blindness.

Mr. Speaker, | think everyone here can say
that they know someone with MS. My wife and
| know a number of people in our community
in South Florida that are currently affected.

Despite the prevalence of this terrible dis-
ease, we are still a long way off before a cure
is found. We still don’t know what causes MS
and have no definitive way to diagnose it.
Physicians are forced to use a combination of
diagnostic strategies, which includes ruling out
all other possible diagnoses. The result is that
patients can go months, if not years, without
a definitive understanding of what's causing
their debilitating symptoms.

Mr. Speaker, we must find a cure. As we
have seen with other diseases where we have
made major advances in treatment, progress
starts with awareness in all levels of society
and government. That's why the concurrent
resolution that we are considering today is so
important. Not only does it recognize the goals
and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week, but it reaffirms our national commitment
to finding a cure.

| am proud to support this resolution. | thank
my colleague from California, Ms. LEE, along
with Mr. CARNAHAN and Dr. BURGESS, for intro-
ducing this resolution, and urge my colleagues
to vote “yes” on final passage.

E561

NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE
MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of this resolution raising
awareness about the criminal justice system
and crime awareness month. | urge my col-
leagues to support this important bill.

| find it tragic that approximately three mil-
lion Americans are employed within the justice
system. Approximately seven million adults
are on probation, parole, or are incarcerated.
Many more millions of Americans have been
victims of crime and, consequently, lost in-
come, incurred medical expenses, and suf-
fered emotionally.

To be sure there is a high cost of crime to
individuals, communities, businesses, and the
various levels of government exceeds the bil-
lions of dollars spent each year in admin-
istering the criminal justice system. It is be-
cause of this that | have authored innovative
legislation aimed at addressing these prob-
lems. For example, in the 110th Congress and
again in the 111th Congress, | sponsored the
Drug Sentencing Reform and Cocaine Kingpin
Trafficking Act of 2009 which addresses the
disparity between crack and powder cocaine.
The bill is presently numbered H.R. 265.

| also authored H.R. 61, Federal Prison Bu-
reau Nonviolent Offender Relief Act of 2009.
Importantly, this bill amends the federal crimi-
nal code to direct the Bureau of Prisons to re-
lease prisoners who (1) served one half or
more of his or her term of imprisonment, (2)
obtained at least the age of 45; (3) has never
been convicted of a crime of violence; and (4)
has not engaged in any violation of institu-
tional disciplinary regulations.

These two pieces of legislation will go far in
addressing the problems in the criminal justice
system and will go far in educating the
masses of Americans about the criminal jus-
tice system. Federal, State, and local govern-
ments increased their spending for police pro-
tection, corrections, judicial, and legal activities
in fiscal year 2005 by 5.5 percent or $204 bil-
lion. My bills if passed will decrease the
amount of money spent on protecting commu-
nities and the warehousing of prisoners in the
industrial prison complex.

More work needs to be done by Members of
Congress. In 20086, fifty percent of Americans
admitted they fear that their home would be
burglarized when they are not home. Thirty-
four percent of American women feared that
they would be sexually assaulted and forty-
four percent of Americans feared they would
be a victim of a terrorist attack.

What is astonishing is that approximately
thirty-five percent of Americans have very little
or no confidence in the criminal justice system
and the negative effects of crime in regard to
confidence in governmental agencies and
overall social stability are immeasurable.

The reality is that crime rates have dropped
since the early 1990s, but most Americans be-
lieve that the rate of crime is increasing. Let
me share some alarming statistics regarding
crime in Houston.

CRIME STATISTICS IN HOUSTON

According to Houston Police Department
statistics:
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