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Further, I have seen what the U.S. has
done to destroy the drilling industry in the
states as well as driving out any U.S. Coast
Guard licensed personnel, U.S. flag vessels
and shipyard work done in the U.S.

Now let us consider alcohol fuels and
blended gasoline:

As a developing country, Brasil needs oil,
they do not have a large export economy and
until recently, did not have a large internal
oil supply. To offset the cost of importing
oil, they mandated the use of alcohol as a
fuel for their automobiles. Since labor is
cheap and technology was not, Brasil had a
huge labor intensive industry of raising
sugar cane for the purpose of making fuel. In
fact this was nothing more that rum!

Sugar cane derived fuel is still recognized
as the ‘“‘hottest” fuel as compared to corn.

Brasil mandated that alcohol fuel be the
same price as gasoline and forced Petrobras
to manufacture and distribute alcohol to do
S0.

Even at $560/ month average worker wages,
sugar cane growing almost unattended, IE no
need for irrigation or fertilizers, the cost per
liter of alcohol was 4 to 5 times that of the
cost the same liter of gasoline! This resulted
in an enormous tax base to Brasilian citi-
zens, up to 60% and a horrid inflation spiral
you cannot imagine, inflations of 100% per
month!

In my opinion, alcohol is not only a stupid
idea; it accelerates the consumption of oil
and the earth’s resources and causes MORE
pollution. Here is why:

(1) Alcohol loves water and will absorb
water while in storage and in use. This
causes any iron or steel parts in the engine
to wear out faster. This means more parts
and or more engines are needed sooner.
These parts can only be derived from metal
which means more mining, smelting and
more heavy metal pollution.

(2) Alcohol does not give as much power
per unit of liquid as gasoline, no matter
what! Anyone can do this and it does not
need a scientific degree for real average Joe
results. Drive in South Dakota where it is
mandated to have 10% alcohol/ 90% gasoline
blended fuel. The interstate is flat so you
can set your cruise control. I did this in my
Mazda pickup and have seen similar results
by being forced to use alcohol fuels in Wash-
ington in other vehicles. By driving say 320
miles on the interstate with gasoline only,
you can achieve say 20 miles per gallon
which would use 16 gallons of gasoline.

Now, blended fuel decreases the fuel effi-
ciency of any internal combustion and low-
ers its economy. This same vehicle with the
blended fuel gets anywhere between 20 to
25% less MPG. In our same example, this ve-
hicle would get 15 to 16 MPG, which means
the same 320 miles would take 21 to 20 gal-
lons of blend. Now, this blended fuel is 90%
gasoline in 21 gallons of blend there is 21 x 0.9
= 18.9 gallons of gasoline and 20 gallons of
blend is 20 x 0.9 = 18 gallons of gasoline.

So, our blended fuel consumes at least 20%

an average of 3 gallons more of gasoline for
the trip.

These are real results I did myself!

Even autos designed for alcohol blends get
less economy and consumes more fuel! You
can check in Phoenix, Arizona, as they man-
date blended fuels in the summer and the
cars get poorer economy.

So, what does alcohol fuels do?

(1) Consumes more oil

(2) Consumes more of the earth’s metals by
wearing out engines quicker

(3) Consumes more of the earth’s energy.
You have to plant, harvest, ferment, distill
and purify corn to generate alcohol. It costs
about 6 times more per gallon to make than
gasoline and wastes water, electricity and
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fuel to make. Since the government sub-
sidizes this, we the tax payers loose big time
and the environment suffers at an even ac-
celerated rate.

(4) It takes food out of circulation and
raises prices.

(5) Who wins? Big oil for more demand, the
automobile industry, farmers and the gov-
ernment in the form of more taxes.

(6) Who loses? The American citizen.

Now, what have I seen? Well, much of the
U.S. does not have public transport and we
have to drive for food, work, shopping and
anything else. I have seen my gasoline bills
almost double in the past 6 months and I am
driving much less.

Much of the U.S. does not have natural gas
and we use propane. Propane has jumped 50%
in price the past 6 months that means heat-
ing bills have jumped 50%. Even thought we
are mainly hydroelectric for electricity, my
power bill has increased an average of 25%
due to pressure from fossil fuel increases.

I am retired and on a fixed income and can-
not afford to pay my bills any longer due to
the significant increases!

And please do not get me started on the
fallacy of fluorescent lighting and electric
autos. Both are dangerous and will cause tre-
mendous heavy metal pollution as well as a
larger demand for mining and thus more
toxic waste.

Not to be a cynic but I know this will fall
on deaf ears as it is not politically expedient
to take the correct position instead of the
one Washington currently has taken.

FRANK, Spirit Lake.

We recently took a three-night trip to Yel-
lowstone Park, driving from Boise. Our VW
Passatt station wagon, a roomy and very
comfortable car, uses about half the fuel of a
pickup truck (29 to 34 mpg highway). For
this trip for four adults, the cost of lodging
and food (meals eaten in restaurants)
dwarfed the cost of gasoline.

The higher price of fuel will spur both in-
novation (www.aptera.com) and conserva-
tion. As Boise is close to being under EPA
‘“‘supervision’’ for air quality non-attainment
(ozone), the higher price of gas can only help
as demand slackens.

Let us face it, most of us are not wise users
of energy, and with a little extra effort we
all could reduce our consumption by 10% to
25%. 1 see many more pedestrians and bicy-
cles on the streets, most of us need more ex-
ercise. Our consumptive habits and the
growth of said consumption is not sustain-
able—innovation and conservation will have
to happen to solve our energy problems.

In reading your email regarding this prob-
lem, I have to ask you who is responsible for
lack of public transportation in this coun-
try?

DAVID, Boise.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING EIGHT KENTUCKY
STATE POLICE

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I
invite my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating eight members of the Ken-
tucky State Police. These brave indi-
viduals went above and beyond to help
keep the Commonwealth safe. The Ex-
cellence in Highway Safety Awards are
given to troopers who have the highest
numbers in driving under the influence,
occupant protection, speed, and com-
mercial vehicle citations written in
2008.
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Trooper Chris Steward from the Dry
Ridge Post received the award for the
highest number of speed citations.
Trooper Steward was praised by the
Dry Ridge Post Commander for his
dedication to saving lives on Ken-
tucky’s roads.

Sergeant Steve Walker from the Lon-
don Post received the award for the
highest number of DUI arrests in 2008.
DUI related fatalities numbered 175 in
Kentucky in 2008 and Sergeant Walk-
er’s extra effort to remove impaired
drivers from the road has made Ken-
tucky roadways a safer place to travel.

Trooper Walt Meachum from the
Harlan Post received the award by
hosting 484 community education
events relative to highway safety
issues. Trooper Meachum’s vigorous
commitment to educating younger peo-
ple about unsafe driving is something
every Kentucky citizen is grateful for.

Sergeant Derris Hedger from the
Campbellsburg Post received the award
for the highest number of seat belt ci-
tations in 2008. This area has seen a 50-
percent reduction in highway fatalities
compared to 2007, and Sergeant Hedg-
er’s efforts are playing a direct role in
those reductions.

Officer Anthony Bersaglia from the
Pikeville Commercial Vehicle Enforce-
ment division received the award for
the highest number of Commercial
Motor Vehicle citations in 2008. Officer
Bersaglia’s work ethic and dedication
are unmatched.

Officer Travis Rogers from the Lon-
don Commercial Vehicle Enforcement
Region received the award for the high-
est number of Commercial Motor Vehi-
cle safety inspections. Officer Rogers
continually strives to make Ken-
tucky’s roads a safer place and he is a
credit to the division.

Officer Glenn Perry of the Louisville
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Re-
gion has received this award for the
highest percentage of Commercial
Motor Vehicle ‘“‘Out of Service’ inspec-
tions. The work Officer Perry performs
on a daily basis and his professionalism
on the roads is unmatched.

Inspector Marty Young from the
Georgetown Commercial Vehicle Re-
gion received the award for the number
of ““‘Out of Service’ inspections by a ci-
vilian employee. Investigator Young’s
success is evident in the Georgetown
Region and his eye for detail has made
a significant impact on highway safety.

I am humbled and grateful of the
men and women who serve this agency
every day by patrolling our roadways
and keeping the Commonwealth safe. I
am also confident that the coworkers
of these eight individuals are proud to
work along side of them.

Mr. President, I would like to thank
these individuals for their contribu-
tions to the State of Kentucky and I
wish them well as they continue to
protect the citizens of the Common-
wealth.e

————
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
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