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RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2009 
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today, joined by my colleagues Rep. 
FRANK WOLF and Rep. JAMES MORAN, to rec-
ognize an outstanding group of men and 
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals 
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Fairfax County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Valor Awards recognize remarkable 
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety agencies and their 
commitment to the community. Our public 
safety and law enforcement personnel put 
their lives on the line everyday to keep our 
families and neighborhoods safe. More than 
80 awards were presented at this year’s cere-
mony in a variety of categories: The Lifesaving 
Award, the Certificate of Valor, or the Bronze, 
Silver, or Gold Medal of Valor. 

Seventy members of the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department earned this high honor. It is 
with great pride that we submit their names 
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

Recipients of the Lifesaving Award are: Offi-
cer Michael W. Greene, Officer Shay V. Nel-
son, Officer Jonathon W. Ward, Public Safety 
Communicator II Erin R. Tracy, Police Officer 
First Class Quang D. Bui, Police Officer First 
Class Anthony L. Capizzi, Police Officer First 
Class Christopher L. Coleman, Police Officer 
First Class Olan J. Faulk IV, Police Officer 
First Class Stephen P. Foley, Police Officer 
First Class Matthew E. Griffin, Police Officer 
First Class Christopher B. Hutchison, Police 
Officer First Class Jonathon D. Lowery, Police 
Officer First Class Brett L. Manthe, Police Offi-
cer First Class Eric T. Nelson, Master Police 
Officer Joseph M. Flynn, and Sergeant Todd 
S. Erlandson. 

Recipients of the Certificate of Valor are: Of-
ficer Scott P. Bzdak, Officer Amanda K. 
Leugers, Officer Thomas J. Murphy, Officer 
Kathleen E. O’Leary, Officer Matthew W. Stan-
field, Officer Ruben Velez Jr., Police Officer 
First Class Bradley W. Capan, Police Officer 
First Class Richard J. Curro, Police Officer 
First Class George W. Davenport Jr., Police 
Officer First Class Theodore M. Dragan, Po-
lice Officer First Class David J. Giaccio, Police 
Officer First Class Matthew A. Guzzetta, Po-
lice Officer First Class Jeremy T. Hoffman, Po-
lice Officer First Class Jonathan R. Luety, Po-
lice Officer First Class Dana L. Robinson, Po-
lice Officer First Class Bart S. Rogers, Police 
Officer First Class Joseph N. Wallace, Police 
Officer First Class Leanna D. Wilson, Detec-
tive Donald R. Bateman, Detective Sean J. 
Cheetham, Master Police Officer John D. 
Brocco, Master Police Officer Timothy E. Catir, 
Sergeant Robert A. Blakley Jr., Sergeant An-

thony C. Lampe, 2nd Lieutenant James S. 
Bradshaw, 2nd Lieutenant John H. Brennan, 
2nd Lieutenant Edgar A. Ipina, and 2nd Lieu-
tenant Boyd F. Thompson Jr. 

Recipients of the Bronze Medal of Valor are: 
Officer Todd B. Sweeney, Officer Joseph W. 
Woloszyn II, Police Officer First Class Mat-
thew J. Bell, Police Officer First Class Brian C. 
Bowers, Police Officer First Class Timothy W. 
Brown, Police Officer First Class William L. 
Coulter IV, Police Officer First Class Thomas 
J. Gadell Jr., Police Officer First Class Reanna 
M. Jacobson, Police Officer First Class Jey P. 
Phillips, Police Officer First Class David M. 
Popik, Police Officer First Class Charles A. 
Reinhard, Police Officer First Class Kathryn M. 
Schroth, Detective John A. DiGiulian, Detec-
tive Chad E. Mahoney, Detective Jeffrey C. 
Reiff, Detective Michael D. Riccio, and 2nd 
Lieutenant Kevin D. Barrington 

Recipients of the Silver Medal of Valor are: 
Officer Donald W. Amos Jr., Police Officer 
First Class Eugene D. Bork, Police Officer 
First Class Brian J. Byerson, Police Officer 
First Class Kevin S. Mason, Police Officer 
First Class Jose R. Morillo, Police Officer First 
Class Shayna V. Nickolas, Police Officer First 
Class Katherine S. Wright, Sergeant Shawn C. 
Martin, and 2nd Lieutenant Dwayne F. 
Machosky. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all of the men 
and women who serve in the Fairfax County 
Police Department. Their efforts, made on be-
half of the citizens of Fairfax County, are self-
less acts of heroism and truly merit our high-
est praise. We ask our colleagues to join us 
in applauding this group of remarkable citi-
zens. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the House Republican standards 
on earmarks, I am submitting the following in-
formation regarding earmarks I received as 
part of HR 1105, the Omnibus Appropriations 
Act, 2009: 

Requesting Member: Rep. CHRISTOPHER H 
SMITH 

Bill Number: HR 1105 
Account: Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA)—Health Facilities and 
Services 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: St. 
Francis Medical Center 

Address of Requesting Entity: 601 Hamilton 
Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08629 

Description of Request: I have secured 
$238,000 for St. Francis Medical Center to 
complete needed expansion and renovation of 
its Emergency Department and outpatient 
services in order to improve health care serv-
ices for the uninsured and underinsured resi-

dents of Trenton, New Jersey. Requested 
project funds will cover the cost of renovations 
and furnishings to upgrade and streamline the 
ED and clinics. The upgraded Emergency De-
partment will improve security, privacy, and ef-
ficiency for patients and their families. Further, 
the flow of services between the Emergency 
Department and the specialty and walk-in clin-
ics will be greatly improved to better meet the 
needs of vulnerable patient population. St. 
Francis Medical Center will invest $250,000 
over the next two years to cover additional 
operational costs and will seek funding for the 
additional costs of the project through oper-
ations, philanthropy, and other sources. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UNI-
VERSITY AT BUFFALO FOR AN 
EXTRAORDINARY SEASON 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the University at Buffalo Bulls 
on their tremendous 2008 season. For the first 
time in their history, the Buffalo Bulls secured 
the Mid-American Conference Championship 
and competed in a championship bowl. It was 
fifty years ago that the Bulls last earned a 
Bowl appearance, when the 1958 team val-
iantly passed on their chance at the Tangerine 
Bowl in Orlando, FL to protest of the segrega-
tion laws then in effect. 

Although the Buffalo Bulls were narrowly de-
feated in the third annual International Bowl in 
Toronto, Ontario, they inspired over twenty 
five thousand Buffalo fans to drive the ninety 
miles north to cheer on their team. 

On behalf of the people of the 27th district, 
I would like to express our pride and thanks 
for the hard work and the perseverance of 
these players and their coaches. We look for-
ward to many more championship challenges 
in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DENNIS WILCOX 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Dennis Wilcox, Publisher of the Madrid 
Register News, on being named 2009 Master 
Editor and Publisher by the Iowa Newspaper 
Association. 

The Iowa Newspaper Association nominates 
publishers and editors for the award, and win-
ners are selected by previous Master Editor- 
Publisher winners. Dennis was selected on the 
criteria of working hard, thinking soundly, 
being influenced unselfishly, and living honor-
ably. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in congratulating 
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Dennis Wilcox on his accomplishments. It is 
an honor to represent Dennis in Congress, 
and I wish him the best in his future. 

f 

HONORING ALISA FERGUSON FOR 
HER DEDICATED SERVICE 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor Alisa Ferguson 
for her dedicated service over the last six 
years as she has worked in my personal office 
and on the staff of the Science and Tech-
nology Committee. Friday will be her last day 
working in the House, and she will certainly be 
missed as she leaves the Hill to pursue a new 
endeavor. 

Alisa began her career on Capitol Hill seven 
years ago as a legislative assistant to Rep. 
Brian Baird, where she developed an affinity 
for energy policy. In 2003, she began working 
in my personal office and quickly proved her-
self to be a valuable addition. She was adept 
at handling a myriad of issues, including ap-
propriations and my Energy and Commerce 
Committee work, and addressing the concerns 
and needs of my constituents in Middle Ten-
nessee. 

When I became chairman of the Science 
and Technology Committee in 2007, I asked 
Alisa to join the committee staff as legislative 
director. She has risen to and triumphed over 
every challenge, and she has won the respect 
of her colleagues for her skill in running the 
committee’s legislative operation. Two of the 
committee’s finest legislative achievements, 
the Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007 and the America COMPETES Act, are 
due in no small measure to Alisa’s command 
of the issues, knowledge of the legislative 
process and ability to get things done. 

Alisa has been invaluable to me, the com-
mittee, the state of Tennessee and our nation. 
She is the very definition of a ‘‘go-to’’ person, 
and I’m fairly certain her blood now bears a 
tinge of MTSU Raider Blue as a result of her 
hard work over the years. 

While I am sad to see her go, I will always 
be grateful for her advice and counsel over 
the years. Alisa, I wish you all the best. 

f 

TRAVIS REA MYERS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise today to 
recognize Travis Rea Myers on the occasion 
of his approaching graduation from the United 
States Naval Academy on May 22nd, 2009. 

Travis is the son of Rea and Myrna Myers 
and is a graduate of Blue Springs High School 
in Blue Springs, Missouri. In 2005, I was 
proud to nominate Travis to the Naval Acad-
emy. It was evident that Travis was among the 
best and brightest of his class, and that he 
was going to be successful in life, no matter 
which path he chose. He will graduate in May 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Aero-

space Engineering. Following in the footsteps 
of his father Rea, Travis will be a second gen-
eration graduate from the Naval Academy. 

Travis has earned the gratitude and respect 
of his community of Blue Springs, Missouri. 
The Blue Springs Rotary Club even honored 
Travis by presenting him with his Officers 
Sabre at a meeting in his honor. His dedica-
tion and hard work should serve as an exam-
ple to the rest of us on how we can better 
serve each other and our great nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in commending Travis Myers for his 
dedication to his community and his country. I 
know Travis’ family and friends join with me in 
congratulating him on his graduation and wish-
ing him best of luck on all of his future en-
deavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MEN AND 
WOMEN OF THE ARMED SERV-
ICES AND THEIR FAMILIES 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and commend the honor-
able service and devotion to duty of our men 
and women of the United States Armed Serv-
ices. These men and women in uniform have 
put themselves in harms way—many having 
given the ultimate sacrifice—in defense of 
freedom and liberty at home and abroad. I 
would like to take this opportunity to extend 
my utmost thanks and appreciation to their 
selfless service and to wish them all the best 
in the years to come. 

As part of this recognition, I would like to 
thank the military spouses who spend weeks 
and months without their significant others, 
often having to raise families on their own. My 
appreciation also goes out to the parents, fam-
ily members and communities who provide 
support for the soldier and their family during 
these trying times. I would also like to extend 
my condolences and appreciation to the Amer-
ican Gold Star Mothers who have lost a son 
or daughter while serving our great country. 
These women are too counted as heroes for 
our country. 

In addition to our active duty soldiers, I 
would like to thank our veterans, Reservists 
and Military Academy personnel. These indi-
viduals are the past, present and future of 
what protects American values each day. May 
all those who are involved with the Armed 
Services know the support of a grateful nation. 

f 

THANKS TO DOREEN WELSH, A 
SELFLESS HERO OF U.S. AIR-
WAYS FLIGHT 1549 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to salute Doreen Welsh of Ambridge, Pennsyl-
vania for her heroic and selfless action on 
U.S. Airways Flight 1549, now known as the 
‘‘Miracle on the Hudson.’’ Doreen Welsh 
served as a flight attendant on Flight 1549, 

which made a successful emergency landing 
on the Hudson River on January 15, 2009, 
and helped to safely evacuate the flight’s pas-
sengers. 

The heroic deeds and masterful skills of 
Flight 1549’s crew is something our nation will 
never forget. 

Despite being injured during the landing, 
Doreen Welsh helped to evacuate passengers 
and ensure that no lives were lost that day. All 
western Pennsylvanians should be proud that 
one of our own played such a crucial role in 
saving the lives of 150 passengers and mak-
ing this a truly miraculous landing. 

I want to salute Doreen Welsh for her admi-
rable service and thank her for sacrificing her 
own comfort for the safety of the passengers 
in her care and inspiring Americans every-
where in the process. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, pursuant 
to the Republican Leadership standards on 
earmarks, I am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks I received as part 
of H.R. 1105, Consolidated Appropriations for 
Fiscal Year 2009. 
TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY, HOUSING AND URBAN DE-

VELOPMENT—FTA PRIORITY CONSIDERATION 
PROJECTS 
$6 million for the Ardmore Transportation 

Center—Southeastern Pennsylvania Transpor-
tation Authority—123 Market Street, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. ‘‘Nothwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the funding made avail-
able for the Ardmore Transportation Center 
through the U.S. Department of Transportation 
Appropriations Acts for Federal Fiscal Year 
2005 shall remain available for that project 
during fiscal year 2009.’’ 

$1 million for the Coatesville Train Station— 
City of Coatesville—One City Hall Place, 
Coatesville, Pennsylvania. ‘‘Nothwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the funding made 
available for the Coatesville Train Station 
through the U.S. Department of Transportation 
Appropriations Acts for Federal Fiscal Year 
2006 shall remain available for that project 
during fiscal year 2009.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SANDRA BROCKMAN 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a community 
leader, Sandra Brockman, on her retirement 
after 27 years of service to the people of Kern 
County, California, most recently as Chief 
Deputy Registrar of Voters. 

Sandy Brockman began her career with 
Kern County on February 8, 1982 as a Deputy 
Court Clerk with the West Kern Municipal 
Court. In June 1984, she was promoted to 
Secretary, and five months later transferred to 
the County Clerk Election Division, where she 
has worked for over 25 years in the elections 
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field. Ms. Brockman’s position was reclassified 
to Senior Secretary in 1987, and by taking 
specialized classes relating to the conduct and 
history of elections over a two year period, 
she earned a National Certification as a Cer-
tified Elections Registration Administrator. In 
1998, she was promoted to Election Process 
Supervisor and became interim Election Divi-
sion Chief in 2000, accepting the position as 
a permanent appointment six months later. 
Ms. Brockman continued her education by at-
tending classes designed specifically for Cali-
fornia election law and became a Certified 
California Professional Elections Administrator 
in 2005. She has worked and supervised 
nearly every section in elections and capped 
her career off as Chief Deputy Registrar of 
Voters. 

Under her leadership, the Election Division, 
which conducts all federal, state and local 
elections in Kern County and maintains voter 
registration and precinct boundaries, imple-
mented both voter registration and voting sys-
tems. She was the right person at the right 
time for the job; during the past seven years, 
the Elections Division has experienced more 
material changes in election law than in the 
previous 18 years of Ms. Brockman’s career. 

Ms. Brockman has worked long hours to en-
sure that the election process has integrity 
and transparency. Her accessibility and com-
mitment to helping anyone needing informa-
tion, assistance or direction personifies how 
dedicated she was as a public servant. Ms. 
Brockman’s institutional knowledge, person-
ality and dedication to the citizens of Kern 
County will be sorely missed. I thank Sandy 
for her service to Kern County and wish her 
the very best in her future endeavors. 

f 

NATIONAL MS AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. MARY JO KILROY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mrs. KILROY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
during National MS Awareness Week to bring 
attention to a disease that affects an esti-
mated 400,000 people living in the United 
States. Multiple sclerosis is a chronic disease 
of the central nervous system that is unpre-
dictable, the symptoms of which vary from 
person to person. Because MS affects individ-
uals so differently, it is difficult to make gen-
eralizations about disability; however, MS is 
often characterized by tingling, numbness, 
painful sensations, muscle tightness or paral-
ysis. Statistics suggest that two out of three 
people with MS remain able to walk over their 
lifetime, though many require a cane or other 
assistive device. MS is not always easy to di-
agnose because symptoms come and go but 
it is estimated every week, 200 people in the 
United States are diagnosed with MS. 

I was diagnosed with MS in 2003; I have an 
intimate understanding about how important it 
is to find a cure for the disease. Research has 
developed ‘‘disease-modifying’’ drugs that help 
lessen the frequency and severity of MS at-
tacks, reduce the accumulation of lesions in 
the brain and may slow the progression of dis-
ability, but we can do more. 

Health insurance reform is a necessity in 
this country. Because insurance companies 
‘‘tier’’ medications as a way to cut costs, peo-

ple diagnosed with MS often find their nec-
essary medications financially out of reach. 
Decisions about which medications patients 
should take must be made by doctors, not cor-
porations. 

The National MS Society has been a tire-
less advocate for health care reform and re-
search on behalf of persons living with MS. I 
would like to take a moment to recognize all 
the work the National MS Society has put into 
combating this disease. Through extensive re-
search, providing comprehensive services to 
people with MS and through their advocacy, 
they have made great strides in raising MS 
awareness. I congratulate them on their hard 
work. 

Madam Speaker, I know first-hand how im-
portant it is to fund medical research to find 
cures for chronic diseases. As individuals and 
as a government, we need to come together 
and provide the resources necessary to create 
a world free of MS. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to join me in fighting for a cure for MS 
and other diseases, so that all Americans can 
live fully active, healthy lives. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. ROB BISHOP 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speaker, con-
sistent with House Republican Earmark Stand-
ards, I am submitting the following earmark 
disclosure and certification information for re-
quests I made which are included in the text 
and/or report to accompany H.R. 1105, the 
Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009. I certify 
that neither I, nor my spouse, have any finan-
cial interest in these requests, and certify that, 
to the best of my knowledge, these requests: 
(1) are not directed to an entity or program 
named or that will be named after a sitting 
Member of Congress; (2) are not intended for 
a ‘‘front’’ or ‘‘pass-through’’ entity; and (3) 
meet or exceed statutory requirements for 
matching funds (where applicable). 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: COPS, Department of Justice 
Name of requesting entity: Kaysville City, 

Utah 
Address of requesting entity: 23 East Cen-

ter, Kaysville, Utah 84037 
Description of request: $300,000 for law en-

forcement communications and operations 
technology 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: OJP—Byrne Discretionary Grants 
Name of requesting entity: Clearfield City 
Address of requesting entity: 55 South State 

Street, Clearfield, Utah 84015 
Description of request: $200,000 for tech-

nology to combat gang activity 
Requesting Member: Representative ROB 

BISHOP 
Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Bureau of Reclamation, Water and 

Related Resources 
Name of requesting entity: Park City 
Address of requesting entity: PO Box 1480, 

Park City, Utah 84060 

Description of request: $200,000 for water 
feasibility study 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Energy, Energy Effi-

ciency and Renewable Energy—Solar Energy 
Name of requesting entity: Salt Lake Coun-

ty, Utah Address of requesting entity: 2001 
South State Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84190 

Description of request: $618,475 for the En-
ergy Efficient Buildings Project 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Small Business Administration 
Name of requesting entity: World Trade 

Center Utah 
Address of requesting entity: 175 East 400 

South, suite 609, Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
Description of request: $385,000 for the 

World Trade Center Utah to connect the Utah 
and Intermountain business community to the 
people, companies, data, and government 
agencies which make up the fabric of global 
commerce, through training classes and cross 
cultural seminars, identification of new market 
opportunities, creating access to trade mis-
sions, and facilitating export financing, con-
trols, and distribution. 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Economic Development Initiatives 
Name of requesting entity: Clearfield City, 

UT 
Address of requesting entity: 55 South State 

Street, Clearfield, Utah 84015 
Description of request: $380,000 for the pur-

chase of blighted lands for use in the develop-
ment of a private/public project known as 
West Phase I, a downtown redevelopment 
project within the city. 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: National Park Service Statutory or 

Contractual Aid 
Name of requesting entity: Ogden City, Utah 
Address of requesting entity: 2549 Wash-

ington Blvd, Ogden, Utah 84401 
Description of request: $300,000 to imple-

ment the Crossroads of the West Historic Dis-
trict. 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Environmental Protection Agency 

STAG Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 
Project 

Name of requesting entity: Washington Ter-
race, UT 

Address of requesting entity: 5249 South 
Pointe Drive, Washington Terrace, Utah 84405 

Description of request: $1,240,000 for water 
and sewer infrastructure replacement project 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Fund for the Improvement of Edu-

cation 
Name of requesting entity: Open Content 

Foundation at Utah State University 
Address of requesting entity: 1750 North 

Research parkway, North Logan, UT 84341 
Description of request: $190,000 for cur-

riculum development and textbook materials 
for Utah’s ninth grade core curriculum. 
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Requesting Member: Representative ROB 

BISHOP 
Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Fund for the Improvement of Edu-

cation 
Name of requesting entity: Weber State Uni-

versity 
Address of requesting entity: 3850 Univer-

sity Circle, Ogden, Utah 84408 
Description of request: $143,000 for a 

teacher training initiative to prepare teaching 
assistants to become teachers. 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Health Resources and Services 

Administration 
Name of requesting entity: Intermountain 

Healthcare 
Address of requesting entity: 36 South State 

Street Floor 22, Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
Description of request: $476,000 for the Pa-

tient Safety Initiative, including purchase and 
implementation of electronic medical records 
and equipment 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: FTA Bus and Bus Facilities ac-

count 
Name of requesting entity: Cache Valley 

Transit District 
Address of requesting entity: 754 West 600 

North, Logan, Utah 84321 
Description of request: $475,000 to con-

struct a new multi-use facility for the transit 
district 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: FTA Bus and Bus Facilities ac-

count 
Name of requesting entity: Cache Valley 

Transit District 
Address of requesting entity: 754 West 600 

North, Logan, Utah 84321 
Description of request: $475,000 for Cache 

Valley Transit District Hybrid Bus Fleet Expan-
sion 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: FTA New Starts/Fixed Guideway 

account 
Name of requesting entity: Utah Transit Au-

thority 
Address of requesting entity: 669 West 200 

South, Salt Lake City, Utah 84130 
Description of request: $81,600,000 for a 44 

mile commuter rail project linking Weber 
County to Salt Lake City 

Requesting Member: Representative ROB 
BISHOP 

Bill number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Federal Highway Administration— 

Federal Lands account 
Name of requesting entity: Brigham City, 

Utah 
Address of requesting entity: 20 North Main 

Street, Brigham City, Utah 84302 
Description of request: $285,000 to com-

plete construction on the Bear River Access 
Road to the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge. 

TRIBUTE TO JESSE PURVIS 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Jesse Purvis, a high school student 
and Boy Scout, from Woodward, Iowa. 

Jesse, who remembers the tornado that 
stormed through his town in November 2005, 
distributed emergency kits throughout Wood-
ward this February. The emergency kits con-
tain information provided by the Red Cross, 
Dallas County Emergency Management, Iowa 
One Call, and Iowa Homeland Security includ-
ing directions on what to do in case of an 
emergency or disaster, and colored ribbons to 
be used on homes to help first responders 
during emergencies. 

Jesse’s concern and sacrifices for his com-
munity serve as wonderful examples of the 
compassionate nature of Iowans. I know that 
my colleagues in the United States Congress 
join me in thanking Jesse Purvis for his philan-
thropy and setting an example as a young 
leader. I consider it an honor to represent 
Jesse in Congress, and I wish him the best in 
his future. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE CHILD HEALTH 
CARE AFFORDABILITY ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
help working Americans provide for their chil-
dren’s health care needs by introducing the 
Child Health Care Affordability Act. The Child 
Health Care Affordability Act provides parents 
with a tax credit of up to $500 for health care 
expenses of dependent children. Parents car-
ing for a child with a disability, terminal dis-
ease, cancer, or any other health condition re-
quiring specialized care would receive a tax 
credit of up to $3,000 to help cover their 
child’s health care expenses. 

The tax credit would be available to all citi-
zens, regardless of whether or not they 
itemize their deductions. The credit applies 
against both income and payroll tax liability. 
The tax credits provided in this bill will be es-
pecially helpful to those Americans whose em-
ployers cannot afford to provide health insur-
ance for their employees. These workers must 
struggle to meet the medical bills of them-
selves and their families. This burden is espe-
cially heavy on parents whose children have a 
medical condition, such as cancer or a phys-
ical disability, that requires long-term or spe-
cialized health care. 

As an OB–GYN who has had the privilege 
of delivering more than four thousand babies, 
I know how important it is that parents have 
the resources to provide adequate health care 
for their children. The inability of many working 
Americans to provide health care for their chil-
dren is rooted in one of the great inequities of 
the tax code—Congress’s failure to allow indi-
viduals the same ability to deduct health care 
costs that it grants to businesses. As a direct 
result of Congress’s refusal to provide individ-
uals with health care related tax credits, par-

ents whose employers do not provide health 
insurance have to struggle to provide health 
care for their children. Many of these parents 
work in low-income jobs; oftentimes, their only 
recourse for health care is the local emer-
gency room. 

Sometimes parents are forced to delay 
seeking care for their children until minor 
health concerns that could have been easily 
treated become serious problems requiring ex-
pensive treatment. If these parents had ac-
cess to the type of tax credits provided in the 
Child Health Care Affordability Act, they would 
be better able to provide care for their chil-
dren, and our nation’s already overcrowded 
emergency rooms would be relieved of the 
burden of having to provide routine care for 
people who otherwise cannot afford it. 

According to research on the effects of this 
bill done by my staff and legislative counsel, 
the benefit of these tax credits would begin to 
be felt by joint filers with incomes slightly 
above $18,000 dollars per year, or single in-
come filers with incomes slightly above 
$15,000 dollars per year. Clearly, this bill will 
be of the most benefit to low-income Ameri-
cans balancing the demands of taxation with 
the needs of their children. 

Under the Child Health Care Affordability 
Act, a struggling single mother with an asth-
matic child would at last be able to provide for 
her child’s needs, while a working-class family 
will not have to worry about how they will pay 
the bills if one of their children requires 
lengthy hospitalization or some other form of 
specialized care. 

Madam Speaker, this Congress has a moral 
responsibility to provide tax relief so that low- 
income parents struggling to care for a sick 
child can better meet their child’s medical ex-
penses. Some may say that we cannot enact 
the Child Health Care Affordability Act be-
cause it would cause the government to lose 
revenue. But, who is more deserving of this 
money, Congress or the working parents of a 
sick child? 

The Child Health Care Affordability Act 
takes a major step toward helping working 
Americans meet their health care needs by 
providing them with generous health care re-
lated tax cuts and tax credits. I urge my col-
leagues to support the pro-family, pro-health 
care tax cuts contained in the Child Health 
Care Affordability Act. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE SANTA 
ROSA WARRIORS 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the mighty Santa Rosa 
Warriors (30–6), who last Saturday rep-
resented the City of Santa Rosa and the entire 
Rio Grande Valley of South Texas in winning 
the Class 2A 2009 Region IV–2A champion-
ship game against Randolph, Texas. The War-
riors won in dramatic fashion in overtime and 
will now take on Ponder, Texas in the state 
semifinals. 

The Rio Grande Valley is a Texas region 
with a long tradition of great high school 
sports successes, with state titles in football 
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and soccer. In reaching the final four, the War-
riors are now at the brink of adding a basket-
ball state title to our impressive history of vic-
tories. 

When any high school team approaches the 
pinnacle of high school sports—state cham-
pionship glory—the entire region comes to-
gether to cheer on that team. That is the case 
as the Warriors advance forward one win at a 
time. On March 13, at the Frank Erwin Center 
in Austin all of Santa Rosa, all of Cameron 
County, all of the Rio Grande Valley, and all 
of South Texas will be rallying for the War-
riors. All Valley high schools are united as 
Santa Rosa takes the court to face their next 
formidable opponent. 

The Warriors have reminded all of us that 
with outstanding players, solid coaches, hard 
work, disciplined training, committed parents, 
and a supportive school, more state titles are 
in our future. Thank you, Warriors, for rep-
resenting your school and the Rio Grande Val-
ley so admirably for all the State of Texas to 
see. 

As their Congressman, I am so proud of the 
Santa Rosa High School Warriors for their out-
standing wins on the basketball court and for 
playing their heart out throughout the season 
in their fight for a state crown. Please join me 
in applauding the coaches and each and 
every one of the Warriors: Coach Johnny 
Cipriano; Assistant Coaches Omar Guerra and 
Juan Esparza; Dario Mendoza, Junior; Ruben 
Lopez, Sophomore; Jacob Garcia, Senior; 
Jesus Mosqueda, Sophomore; Chris Diaz, 
Sophomore; Danny Theys, Junior; Rick 
Cavazos, Junior; Aaron Ramirez, Freshman; 
Ivan Martinez, Senior; Mark Cordero, Sopho-
more; Nacho Serrato, Sophomore. 

Again, congratulations to the Warriors and 
their families, Santa Rosa High School, the 
City of Santa Rosa, and the Rio Grande Val-
ley. 

f 

EARL CAMPBELL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, Earl 
Campbell is known throughout the nation as 
one of the best running backs to ever play the 
game of football. He was an outstanding ath-
lete and will be remembered as one of 
Texas’s best. Born in Tyler, TX he grew up to 
become a star at The University of Texas. His 
presence on the field dwarfed most opponents 
and he rose to the occasion many times and 
became a standout. Recently, he was in-
ducted into the voted into the UT Hall of Fame 
and was also voted the top UT football player 
of all time. 

From 1974–77, Earl Campbell compiled 
4,443 yards and forty touchdowns. In college, 
his games usually ended with his rushing total 
above 100 yards. In fact, he rushed for over 
100 yards twenty-one times, and twice he 
rushed for over 200 yards in a single game. 
He finished his career with the Longhorns as 
a two-time All-American and winner of the 
1977 Heisman Trophy. 

Campbell is known as the ‘‘Tyler Rose’’ in 
reference to his hometown of Tyler, Texas 
which is known as the ‘‘Rose Capital of Amer-
ica’’ for its rose-growing industry. His legacy in 

Texas lived on after college because he was 
the first player drafted in the 1978 NFL Draft 
by the Houston Oilers. 

As an Oiler, he became the Offensive Rook-
ie of the Year and Most Valuable Player in his 
rookie season. The induction of Earl Campbell 
into the UT Hall of Fame is a testament to the 
hard work that he put in as a student athlete. 
We will forever remember ‘‘Tyler Rose’’ and 
what he did for the sport of football in the 
great state of Texas. 

f 

FINANCIAL CONSUMER HOTLINE 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, with the 
regulatory structure of our nation’s banks di-
vided among a series of governing bodies, it 
can be difficult for consumers to identify and 
contact the appropriate regulator when they 
have an inquiry or complaint. In an effort to 
address this situation, I will be introducing the 
Financial Consumer Hotline Act. This legisla-
tion would establish a single, toll-free tele-
phone number consumers can call if they 
have a question or complaint and want to 
speak to the bank’s regulator. This legislation 
also would establish a corresponding informa-
tional website. 

This legislation directs the Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council (FFIEC), a 
statutory interagency body empowered to pre-
scribe uniform principles and standards for fi-
nancial institutions, to set up the toll-free num-
ber and website. The Federal Reserve, the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), 
the National Credit Union Administration 
(NCUA), the Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency (OCC), and the Office of Thrift Su-
pervision (OTS) are all members of FFIEC. 
This legislation also directs FFIEC to work 
with state banking regulators to integrate state 
regulated banks into the hotline service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. JEAN MALECKI 
ON HER SERVICE TO PALM 
BEACH COUNTY 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a leader in our community. 
On August 1 Florida will lose a wonderful pub-
lic servant, as Dr. Jean Malecki is leaving the 
Palm Beach County Department of Health. Dr. 
Malecki has been with the Department of 
Health since 1989, serving as its Director for 
the last 17 years. 

Born and raised in South Florida, Dr. 
Malecki has dedicated herself to making Palm 
Beach County the healthiest community in the 
nation. She created the Healthy Start program 
in which nurses make in-home visits through-
out a woman’s pregnancy to provide coun-
seling to expectant mothers. She expanded 
the number of primary clinics, where they now 
treat 67,000 patients annually. 

Her leadership was most visible shortly after 
the attacks of September 11, 2001, when she 

led the Palm Beach County Department of 
Health through the first biological terror attack 
in the country. Under her direction the County 
diagnosed the first anthrax cases and quickly 
mobilized a team to help investigate the at-
tacks. 

I have personally watched and learned from 
Dr. Jean Malecki’s extraordinary service to the 
people of Palm Beach County. We will miss 
her, but wish her the best in her new life and 
career. 

Thank you for allowing me the time to speak 
about this admirable leader in my community, 
Madam Speaker. 

f 

CALLING FOR RETURN OF SEAN 
GOLDMAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H. Res. 125. This 
resolution calls on the central authority of 
Brazil to uphold the Hague Convention by fa-
cilitating the immediate release of Sean Gold-
man to his father, David Goldman. 

June 16, 2004 was the day Sean Goldman 
was abducted by his mother, Bruna Goldman, 
and taken to Brazil. That day marked the be-
ginning of a 41⁄2 year struggle to reunite David 
Goldman with his son Sean. During those sub-
sequent years, David Goldman tirelessly lob-
bied the Brazilian judicial system, sought inter-
national legal advice, and mourned the death 
of Sean’s mother in August 2008. Recently, 
the situation was further complicated when 
Sean’s step-father petitioned the Brazilian 
courts for custody of Sean and illegally re-
placed David’s name with his own on a Bra-
zilian birth certificate. 

H. Res. 125 was introduced by my New Jer-
sey colleague, Representative CHRISTOPHER 
SMITH, and I am proud to be one of the 57 co-
sponsors of this bill. This resolution urges the 
Brazilian government to uphold its commit-
ment to the Hague Convention on the Civil As-
pects of International Child Abduction. This 
multilateral treaty, developed by the Hague 
Conference on Private International Law in 
1980, provides an expeditious method for re-
turning a child taken from one member nation 
to another. H. Res. 125 is of the utmost impor-
tance, as it not only calls on Brazil to display 
their intention to follow international law, but 
also brings a father and son one step closer 
to reunification. 

It is imperative for us to support David Gold-
man’s quest to be reunited with his son. H. 
Res. 125 will help us accomplish this goal and 
I thank my colleagues for joining me in voting 
unanimously for its passage yesterday. 

f 

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
WINTER HAVEN HOSPITAL 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, the state of 
health care in our country can be well meas-
ured by the quality of service provided by our 
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nation’s hospitals. I applaud Winter Haven 
Hospital as it celebrated its designation as a 
nursing Magnet hospital on Tuesday, February 
24, 2009. 

The Magnet distinction is a great accom-
plishment for Winter Haven Hospital, the first 
institution in Polk County to achieve this 
honor. The American Nurses Credentialing 
Center established the Magnet Recognition 
Program to recognize excellence in patient 
care and nursing practice in healthcare organi-
zations across the country. 

Recognition as a Magnet organization re-
quires that an institution meet a series of qual-
ity indicators and standards in nursing prac-
tice. Only about 5 percent of our nation’s hos-
pitals have attained this honor, which is a true 
testament to Winter Haven Hospital’s commit-
ment to quality healthcare. 

Since its establishment in 1928, Winter 
Haven Hospital has proven itself time and 
again as a strong local hospital with a reputa-
tion of quality specialty care and exceptional 
patient relations. In 2003, Winter Haven Hos-
pital received the Best Places to Work Award 
by Polk Works Workforce 2020. The hospital 
has also received high marks for its Stroke 
Center, including the Gold Get-With-The-Goals 
Stroke Award received in 2008. Winter Haven 
Hospital has also earned The Joint Commis-
sion’s Gold Seal of Approval, and consistently 
extends a great deal of resources to commu-
nity support, including babysitting classes for 
young teenagers and cancer support groups. 

Under the leadership of President Lance 
Anastasio, I am confident that Winter Haven 
Hospital will continue to be a leader in pro-
viding high quality healthcare to the citizens of 
Central Florida and continue to grow as a cen-
ter of medical excellence. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL DONTE 
JAMAL WHITWORTH 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to salute the life of Corporal Donte 
Jamal Whitworth of Noblesville, Indiana who 
died on Saturday, February 28th, 2009 while 
serving our country near Al Taquddum Air 
Base, about 50 miles west of Baghdad. 

Donte graduated from Noblesville High 
School in 2005 and promptly joined the United 
States Marine Corps where he served for the 
last 4 years. Most recently he deployed to Iraq 
as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom where he 
was responsible for commanding supply con-
voys. Donte’s commitment for this country is 
something we can all be proud of. 

A marine and a soldier, he served to pro-
mote freedom. He gave his life in defense of 
his family, community, State and Nation. He 
made our world safer. He made his family and 
every American proud. For this, each and 
every American owes him and his family a 
great debt of gratitude. 

Madam Speaker, Corporal Donte Jamal 
Whitworth is a true American hero who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for his country. He will be 
deeply missed, but the strength of his char-
acter and the courage he demonstrated 
through his service will live on. I ask my col-
leagues to keep his family and friends in their 

thoughts and prayers during this very difficult 
time. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
I submit the following: 

(1) Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHN-
SON 

Bill Number: Fiscal Year 2009 Labor-HHS- 
Education Appropriations bill included in H.R. 
1105 

Account: Higher Education 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Eastern 

Illinois University 
Address of Requesting Entity: 600 Lincoln 

Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920 
Description of Request: $190,000 for the 

Eastern Illinois University for the purchase of 
a new campus-wide siren and emergency sys-
tem upgrade to extend the communication 
from the county emergency management offi-
cials into the classrooms and other interior 
public campus space. The proposed system 
will have emergency notification from both the 
classroom to the emergency responders and 
also from the emergency responders into the 
classrooms. The systems will be designed to 
crosstalk between the campus distributed fire 
alarm systems, computer network, and wire-
less speakers. This system will be expanded 
to provide more effective and efficient notifica-
tion to the campus and public. Of this funding, 
$90,400 will be used for 226 interior speakers 
at public locations around the campus, 
$33,500 will be used to install the wireless 
computer center, $6,700 will retrofit existing 
alarms and interface with radio connections, 
$21,200 will be spent to purchase and install 
panic buttons and their mobile receivers 
across campus, and $38,200 is set aside for 
Higher Education (FIPSE) administrative 
costs. 

(2) Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHN-
SON 

Bill Number: Fiscal Year 2009 Transpor-
tation-HUD Appropriations bill included in H.R. 
1105 

Account: Economic Development Initiatives 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Octave 

Chanute Aerospace Heritage Foundation- 
Chanute Air Museum 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1011 Pace-
setter Drive, Rantoul, IL 61866 

Description of Request: $118,750 for the 
construction of a new building for historic air-
craft display. Of this amount, $70,000 will be 
used for property acquisition, $8,000 will be al-
located for a site survey, $13,000 will be used 
to conduct a feasibility study by an architec-
tural firm, and $27,750 will be used for the in-
stallation of public facilities on site. 

(3) Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHN-
SON 

Bill Number: Fiscal Year 2009 Labor-HHS- 
Education Appropriations bill included in H.R. 
1105 

Account: Innovation and Improvement 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: National 

Writing Project 
Address of Requesting Entity: 2105 Bancroft 

Way #1042, Berkeley, California 94720 

Description of Request: $24,291,000 for the 
National Writing Project to fund programs in 
teacher development, quality writing, and re-
search to help improve student performance in 
writing across the nation. 

(4) Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHN-
SON 

Bill Number: Fiscal Year 2009 Labor-HHS- 
Education Appropriations bill included in H.R. 
1105 

Account: Innovation and Improvement 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Reading 

is Fundamental 
Address of Requesting Entity: 1825 Con-

necticut Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20009 
Description of Request: $24,803,000 for the 

Reading is Fundamental program which pre-
pares children to read by delivering free books 
and literacy resources to children in-need 
across the country. 

(5) Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHN-
SON 

Bill Number: Fiscal Year 2009 Labor-HHS- 
Education Appropriations bill included in H.R. 
1105 

Account: Innovation and Improvement 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Center for 

Civic Education 
Address of Requesting Entity: 5145 Douglas 

Fir Road, Calabasas, California 91302 
Description of Request: $25,095,000 for the 

Center for Civic Education to be used to sup-
port programs that educate American students 
about our nation’s fundamental ideals and 
democratic values. 

(6) Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHN-
SON 

Bill Number: Fiscal Year 2009 Labor-HHS- 
Education Appropriations bill included in H.R. 
1105 

Account: Safe Schools and Citizenship Edu-
cation 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: National 
Council of Economic Education 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1140 Avenue 
of the Americas, Suite 202, New York, New 
York 10036 

Description of Request: $5,019,000 for the 
National Council of Economic Education to 
support programs that educate American stu-
dents about our nation’s fundamental ideals 
and democratic values. 

(7) Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHN-
SON 

Bill Number: Fiscal Year 2009 Energy & 
Water Appropriations bill included in H.R. 
1105 

Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Inves-
tigations 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District 

Address of Requesting Entity: Clock Tower 
Bldg., PO Box 2004, Rock Island, IL 61204 

Description of Request: $8,604,000 for the 
first phases of construction of new 1,200 foot 
lock chambers at L/Ds 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, La-
Grange and Peoria; for implementing small- 
scale navigation aids; and beginning eco-
system restoration projects along the Mis-
sissippi River and Illinois Waterway. This re-
quest is consistent with the intended and au-
thorized purpose of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Investigations account and has pre-
viously been authorized by P.L. 99–662 and 
P.L. 110–280 Sec. 8001–8005. 

(8) Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHN-
SON 

Bill Number: Fiscal Year 2009 Energy & 
Water Appropriations bill included in H.R. 
1105 
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Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Con-

struction 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District 
Address of Requesting Entity: Clock Tower 

Building, PO Box 2004, Rock Island, Il 61204 
Description of Request: $17,713,000 to ad-

dress the adverse impacts to the aquatic eco-
system caused by maintenance of the river’s 
navigation channel. This includes habitat reha-
bilitation and measures to determine if en-
hancement projects are effectively preserving 
and improving fish and wildlife habitat on the 
river. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Requesting Member: Congressman J. 
RANDY FORBES 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Labor, HHS, Education, Depart-

ment of Health & Human Services, Health Re-
sources and Services Administration 
(HRSA)—Health Facilities and Services 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Children’s 
Hospital of the Kings Daughters 

Address of Requesting Entity: 601 Chil-
dren’s Lane, Norfolk, VA 23507 

Description of Request: Provides 
$1,000,000 to the Children’s Hospital of the 
Kings Daughters (CHKD) Health Center to 
provide optimal accessibility, convenience, 
continuity and quality of care by co-locating 
primary care practices, specialist offices, sur-
gical practices, physical, occupational and 
speech therapy services in one location in 
close proximity to the interstate and within the 
heart of the city’s pediatric population. Chesa-
peake, Virginia has the second highest con-
centration of children in the Hampton Roads 
region, with 20 percent of the pediatric popu-
lation (ages 0–17) from the south side living 
within this community. The need for pediatric 
specialists in the Norfolk, Virginia area has 
outstripped the capacity of the current CHKD 
building, with all inpatient and outpatient serv-
ices at or beyond capacity. Funds will be used 
to assist in the building of a centralized multi- 
specialty children’s health center in the Norfolk 
area. CHKD has already demonstrated suc-
cess in building a regional facility at Oyster 
Point in Newport News, Virginia, which is ex-
ceeding all patient forecasts. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DELTA SIGMA THETA: 
BERKELEY BAY AREA ALUMNAE 
CHAPTER 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, Ms. LEE of 
California and I rise today to pay tribute to the 
Berkeley Bay Area Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority on the occasion of their 
75th Diamond Anniversary on March 28, 2009. 
The Berkeley Bay Area Alumnae Chapter is 
the local chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority Incorporated and encompasses the 

Berkeley, San Francisco, and California Bay 
Area. 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated is 
a sisterhood of more than 250,000 predomi-
nately African American college educated 
women. The sorority currently has over 950 
chapters throughout the world including the 
United States, England, Japan, Germany, the 
Virgin Islands, Bermuda, the Bahamas and the 
Republic of Korea. 

The local Berkeley Bay Area Chapter was 
chartered in 1934 and has membership rep-
resentation from all cities in the California Bay 
Area. The major programs of the sorority are 
based upon the organization’s Five Point 
Thrust of economic development, educational 
development, international awareness and in-
volvement, physical and mental health, polit-
ical awareness and involvement. Through their 
outreach they provide a myriad of programs 
and services benefitting local cities and com-
munities. 

This past week we were honored to wel-
come members of the Berkeley Bay Area 
Chapter along with approximately 1,100 mem-
bers of Delta Sigma Theta from across the 
country to Capitol Hill during their 20th annual 
‘‘Delta Days in the Nation’s Capitol Con-
ference.’’ During their visit in Washington the 
Sorority members discussed a variety of 
issues including the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, DC Voting Rights 
and the 2010 Census. 

‘‘In Full Stride at Seventy-Five’’ is the Berke-
ley Bay Area Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta’s 75th anniversary theme. We are hon-
ored to recognize this exemplary organization 
as it celebrates three-quarters of a century of 
service to the community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF THE CITY OF 
PRINCETON, WEST VIRGINIA 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the 100th birthday of the 
great City of Princeton, West Virginia. 

In West Virginia, transportation industries 
and coal mining have played an integral role 
in the economic development of the region. 
The City of Princeton is no exception. As early 
as the nineteenth century, emerging transpor-
tation technology, the railroad, and a Nation 
demanding West Virginia’s coal helped form 
booming new industry in the Princeton area. 
Much of the coal produced was sent west to 
the Great Lakes region or east to Baltimore, 
New York City and New England, heating our 
great Nation and providing steam power to the 
U.S. Navy. 

What was once a small railroad-side village 
in beautiful Mercer County is now a thriving 
city with a population of 6,300. Between 
25,000 and 28,000 pass through each day, 
bringing business and goods to a city with a 
history as rich and varied as the state itself. 

Many notable actors and sports team own-
ers at one point called Princeton home. Kevin 
Sizemore, of the television show Prison Break, 
and Sam Eliot, who was in We Were Soldiers 
both hailed from our hallowed hills. And Ken 
Kendrick, owner of the Arizona 

Diamondbacks, and Rod Thorn, President and 
Manager of the New Jersey Nets called West 
Virginia home in their childhoods. 

February 20th marked the 100th birthday of 
the City of Princeton. I invite you all to join me 
in celebrating this great City! Happy birthday 
Princeton! 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE 
REFORM ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, America faces 
a crisis in health care. Health care costs con-
tinue to rise while physicians and patients 
struggle under the control of managed-care 
‘‘gatekeepers.’’ Obviously, fundamental health 
care reform should be one of Congress’ top 
priorities. 

Unfortunately, most health care ‘‘reform’’ 
proposals either make marginal changes or 
exacerbate the problem. This is because they 
fail to address the root of the problem with 
health care, which is that government polices 
encourage excessive reliance on third-party 
payers. The excessive reliance on third-party 
payers removes all incentive from individual 
patients to concern themselves with health 
care costs. Laws and policies promoting 
Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs) re-
sulted from a desperate attempt to control spi-
raling costs. However, instead of promoting an 
efficient health care system, HMOs further 
took control over health care away from the in-
dividual patient and physician. 

Returning control over health care to the in-
dividual is the key to true health care reform. 
The Comprehensive Health Care Reform Act 
puts control of health care back into the hands 
of the individual through tax credits, tax de-
ductions, improving Health Savings Accounts, 
and Flexible Savings Accounts. Specifically, 
the Comprehensive Health Care Reform Act: 

A. Provides all Americans with a tax credit 
for 100 percent of health care expenses. The 
tax credit is fully refundable against both in-
come and payroll taxes; 

B. Allows individuals to roll over unused 
amounts in cafeteria plans and Flexible Sav-
ings Accounts (FSA); 

C. Provides a tax credit for premiums for a 
high-deductible insurance policy connected 
with a Health Savings Account (HSA) and al-
lows seniors to use funds in an HSA to pay for 
a medigap policy; 

D. Repeals the 7.5 percent threshold for the 
deduction of medical expenses, thus making 
all medical expenses tax deductible. 

By providing a wide range of options, this 
bill allows individual Americans to choose the 
method of financing health care that best suits 
their individual needs. Increasing frustration 
with the current health care system is leading 
more and more Americans to embrace this ap-
proach to health care reform. I hope all my 
colleagues will join this effort to put individuals 
back in control of health care by cosponsoring 
the Comprehensive Health Care Reform Act. 
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HONORING JUSTIN BALFANY 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to remember a young Nebraskan 
who left this world too soon. Justin Balfany, 15 
years old, will be laid to rest tomorrow after-
noon. My heart goes out to his parents Greg 
and Susan, his sister Kaci and the rest of his 
family, and I pray they find comfort in the com-
ing days. 

Justin had a strong faith in God and in his 
fellow students. He has been described as a 
‘‘tremendous young man’’ who competed in 
tennis, baseball, and basketball. He was ac-
tive in his church and in other groups in his 
hometown of Kearney. 

Last year, he was invited to attend Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s nomination acceptance 
speech at the Democratic National Convention 
in Denver, where he served as a cor-
respondent for his hometown newspaper, the 
Kearney Hub, as well as the Sidney Sun Tele-
graph. 

I was fortunate to have met Justin last year. 
I was impressed with his intelligence, his spirit, 
and his dedication. 

Justin’s spirit and his enthusiasm with his 
church, his friends, and his community re-
minds us what it means to be a Nebraskan. 
He will be missed by many. 

f 

HONORING EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
MEMBERS 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and thank Fresno County Sher-
iff Margaret Mims, Supervisor Judy Case, 
Julianne Tuggle, and Darren Rose for their he-
roic efforts in an emergency situation in Wash-
ington, D.C. on February 11, 2009. Sheriff 
Mims, Supervisor Case, Julianne Tuggle from 
Supervisor Susan Anderson’s office, and 
Darren Rose from my district office deserve 
full recognition for their responsiveness and 
public service in the nation’s capital, where 
they gave first aid to an individual who was in 
a state of cardiac arrest. The 21-year-old man 
was unresponsive and lying face down on the 
ground in a crowded Metro station near the 
Capitol building. 

Julianne and Darren were the first upon the 
scene; Julianne initiated the emergency re-
sponse among the eclectic mix of Fresno 
County Officials in the vicinity while Darren 
Rose called 911 and coordinated the response 
with DC fire and emergency medical services. 
Julianne was able to procure a pocket face 
mask. Supervisor Case affixed the mask and 
breathed for the patient. Sheriff Mims and Su-
pervisor Case began skilled compression and 
breathing coordination efforts until the man, 
who originally had no pulse, was able to 
breathe on his own. Sheriff Mims has been 
trained in first aid, and Supervisor Case is a 
registered nurse who had just been recertified 
in CPR, and knew the most current standard 
medical procedure. Together, they performed 

chest compressions and provided air for his 
lungs, which kept him stable and breathing 
until the Washington medics arrived 10 min-
utes later. 

I had the honor to be able to meet with 
these local heroes when they were in Wash-
ington with the Council of County Govern-
ments (COG) as part of the ‘‘One Voice’’ dele-
gation, which unites communities and regional 
interests in a voluntary and collaborative effort 
to promote and bring attention to the needs of 
the local community and regions. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and thank Sheriff Mims, Supervisor Case, 
Julianne Tuggle from Supervisor Anderson’s 
office, and Darren Rose from my office for 
their service to the community and their her-
oism in providing emergency services to sta-
bilize and preserve the life of this citizen in 
D.C. and in their everyday efforts on the job. 

f 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CENTER FOR APPLIED LINGUIS-
TICS 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Center for Applied 
Linguistics (CAL), which is celebrating its fif-
tieth anniversary this year. 

CAL was established in 1959 in Wash-
ington, DC by a grant from the Ford Founda-
tion. At the close of the 1950s, issues of U.S. 
language capacity, interest in U.S. and inter-
national language policy, and the emergence 
of English as a world language created a de-
mand for expertise in linguistics and language 
training. CAL’s primary function was to serve 
as a liaison between the academic world of 
linguistics and the language-related concerns 
of the practical world. CAL was the first orga-
nization to focus on the identification of quali-
fied personnel for language-related profes-
sions, professional development for language 
teachers and development of linguistically 
sound materials for English as a second lan-
guage as well as foreign language instruction. 

CAL’s original mandate was to improve the 
teaching of English around the world; encour-
age the teaching and learning of less com-
monly taught languages; contribute new 
knowledge to the field by conducting language 
research; and serve as a clearinghouse for in-
formation collection, analysis, and dissemina-
tion and as a coordinating agency to bring to-
gether scholars and practitioners involved in 
language-related issues. This was accom-
plished by convening meetings and issuing 
papers that addressed crucial language and 
education issues; consulting with ministries of 
education of countries that were newly inde-
pendent, particularly in East Africa and the 
Middle East; working on English language 
learning among Native American populations; 
and developing materials in the less com-
monly taught languages. 

During the Cold War, CAL enabled Eastern 
European scholars to disseminate their work 
in linguistics. During the height of the civil 
rights movement, CAL developed the Urban 
Language Program and invested resources in 
American dialect work, beginning with African 
American varieties and expanding to other 

ethnic and regional dialects. When large num-
bers of refugees arrived from Southeast Asia, 
CAL responded with resources to support their 
orientation and resettlement. In the last sev-
eral decades, attention to the education of 
child and adult immigrants has expanded sig-
nificantly. Recently, the organization has ad-
dressed national security needs by expanding 
the availability of resources in critical lan-
guages, such as Arabic and Chinese. 

From its inception, CAL has grown and 
evolved to meet the needs of a changing 
world by providing reliable and objective infor-
mation and by making complex linguistic 
issues comprehensible to students, research-
ers, teachers, parents, policy makers, and the 
general public. Central to its work is its re-
search and seminal publications that serve as 
the basis for assessment, language education, 
bilingual education, English as a foreign/sec-
ond language, language policy, and second 
language acquisition. Details of CAL’s current 
work can be found at its website www.cal.org. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to the Republican Leadership standards 
on member requests, I am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding-an-earmark I re-
ceived as part of H.R. 1105, the FY09 Omni-
bus Appropriations Bill: 

Requesting Member: Congressman JEFF 
FORTENBERRY 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105, FY09 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Bill 

Account: Economic Development Initiatives 
Project Name: CEDARS Children’s Crisis 

Center 
Amount: $142,500 
Name and Address of Requesting Entity: 

CEDARS Youth Services, Inc., located at 620 
North 48th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68504. 

Description: The funding will be used for 
construction of a new Children’s Crisis Center 
for abused, homeless, and runaway youth in 
Southeast Nebraska. CEDARS Youth Services 
plans to build a children’s crisis center to pro-
vide short-term emergency shelter, immediate 
professional assessment of each child’s 
needs, intense family-centered therapeutic 
services, and an environment that inspires a 
rapid return to stable and enduring family liv-
ing. The 18,000 square foot facility will not 
only provide immediate safety and protection 
for vulnerable children and youth across the 
Midwest, but also a comfortable family-friendly 
setting for them to begin reunification or to 
meet prospective foster parents in a safe, pro-
fessional supervised setting. While primarily 
helping persons from the Midwest area, the 
Center has recently served youth from the 
states of Tennessee, Georgia, California, 
Michigan, Texas and others. CEDARS is the 
only emergency shelter provider for children 
and youth in Southeast Nebraska, and this 
children’s crisis center will expand the current 
service capacity by as many as 12 children 
each day. This is a 50% increase. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. COFFMAN. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 100 I was not recorded because I was ab-
sent so that I might testify at a public hearing 
before the Colorado Ethics Commission. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 101 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall no. 102 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall no. 103 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall no. 104 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall no. 105 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall no. 106 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall no. 107 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall no. 108 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall no. 109 I was not recorded be-
cause I was absent so that I might testify at 
a public hearing before the Colorado Ethics 
Commission. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING WOMEN OF NORTH-
ERN VIRGINIA IN HONOR OF 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Women’s History 
Month by bringing my colleagues’ attention to 
some of the remarkable women of the Elev-
enth Congressional District of the proud Com-
monwealth of Virginia. These women, like so 
many in our District and throughout this na-
tion, worked tirelessly for their families and 
communities at great personal expense, and 
deserve recognition for their exceptional con-
tributions to our region’s more recent history. 

One such example is that of Barbara Varon. 
A native of Germany, Varon immigrated to 
America as an adult and was devoted to her 
adopted land. As a world traveler who could 
speak several languages, she worked as a 
translator. Joining the Fairfax County General 
Registrar’s Office, she was committed to a 
voter registration outreach program for high 
school students. Using her linguistic skills, she 
wrote brochures and designed pamphlets to 
inform the voting public. Her dedication led her 
to the position of chairman of the Fairfax 
County Electoral Board, a position in which 
she faithfully continued to serve her goal of 
seeing every citizen involved in the electoral 
process. Varon also donated her time to many 
volunteer organizations and frequently made 
generous anonymous donations to those in 
need. Varon fought valiantly for the rights and 
privileges of all residents to participate in the 
electoral process, and today, an award is 
granted annually in her name to a Fairfax 
County resident whose dedication to improving 
the community through volunteer service hon-
ors her memory. 

Phyllis Campbell Newsome, another exem-
plary woman from Virginia’s Eleventh District, 
devoted her life to bringing together nonprofit 
organizations in the Greater Washington area. 
As the Center for Nonprofit Advancement’s Di-
rector of Advocacy and Community Relations, 
Newsome understood the power and strength 
of coalitions. It was frequently the power of 
her persuasion that brought together those 
with the strongest of convictions and con-
vinced them to put aside differences, enabling 
a powerful nonprofit community bent on posi-
tive change. Additionally, she was a consistent 
and reliable source for the media and other 
community leaders who needed to know how 
the nonprofit community would be affected by 
anything from a hot button issue to a broad 
policy change. Often quoting Tip O’Neill’s, ‘‘All 
politics are local,’’ she felt she could be most 
effective helping those she especially cared 
about — the poor and underserved commu-
nities—by working with local elected officials 
rather than at the state or even federal levels. 
A true community advocate, Phyllis Newsome 
is also memorialized by an annual award that 
is granted to an outstanding group of public 
servants for their dedication to the region’s 
nonprofit community. 

While neither of these outstanding women 
are with us today, their legacy lives on through 
the recognition of the ongoing contributions of 
the noble men and women of our District that 
occur annually in their name. The arrival of 
Women’s History Month serves to remind us 
that we are fortunate to have such a legacy of 
service in our rich historical tapestry. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in applauding the con-
tributions of Barbara Varon, Phyllis Campbell 
Newsome, and the women of the Eleventh 
Congressional District of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, past and present, in honor of 
Women’s History Month. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE QUALITY 
HEALTH CARE COALITION ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce the Quality Health Care Coalition Act 

which takes a first step towards restoring a 
true free market in health care by restoring the 
rights of freedom of contract and association 
to health care professionals. For over a dec-
ade, we have had much debate in Congress 
about the difficulties medical professionals and 
patients are having with Health Maintenance 
Organizations (HMOs). HMOs are devices 
used by insurance industries to ration health 
care. While it is politically popular for members 
of Congress to bash the HMOs and the insur-
ance industry, the growth of the HMOs are 
rooted in past government interventions in the 
health care market though the tax code, the 
Employment Retirement Security Act (ERSIA), 
and the federal anti-trust laws. These interven-
tions took control of the health care dollar 
away from individual patients and providers, 
thus making it inevitable that something like 
the HMOs would emerge as a means to con-
trol costs. 

Many of my well-meaning colleagues would 
deal with the problems created by the HMOs 
by expanding the federal government’s control 
over the health care market. These interven-
tions will inevitably drive up the cost of health 
care and further erode the ability of patents 
and providers to determine the best health 
treatments free of government and third-party 
interference. In contrast, the Quality Health 
Care Coalition Act addresses the problems as-
sociated with HMOs by restoring medical pro-
fessionals’ freedom to form voluntary organi-
zations for the purpose of negotiating con-
tracts with an HMO or an insurance company. 

As an OB–GYN who spent over 30 years 
practicing medicine, I am well aware of how 
young physicians coming out of medical 
school feel compelled to sign contracts with 
HMOs that may contain clauses that com-
promise their professional integrity. For exam-
ple, many physicians are contractually forbid-
den from discussing all available treatment op-
tions with their patients because the HMO 
gatekeeper has deemed certain treatment op-
tions too expensive. In my own practice, I tried 
hard not to sign contracts with any health in-
surance company that infringed on my ability 
to practice medicine in the best interests of my 
patients and I always counseled my profes-
sional colleagues to do the same. Unfortu-
nately, because of the dominance of the HMO 
in today’s health care market, many health 
care professionals cannot sustain a medical 
practice unless they agree to conform their 
practice to the dictates of some HMO. 

One way health care professionals could 
counter the power of the HMOs would be to 
form a voluntary association for the purpose of 
negotiating with an HMO or an insurance com-
pany. However, health care professionals who 
attempt to form such a group run the risk of 
persecution under federal anti-trust laws. This 
not only reduces the ability of health care pro-
fessionals to negotiate with HMOs on a level 
playing field, but also constitutes an unconsti-
tutional violation of medical professionals’ free-
dom of contract and association. 

Under the United States Constitution, the 
federal government has no authority to inter-
fere with the private contracts of American citi-
zens. Furthermore, the prohibitions on con-
tracting contained in the Sherman antitrust 
laws are based on a flawed economic theory 
which holds that federal regulators can im-
prove upon market outcomes by restricting the 
rights of certain market participants deemed 
too powerful by the government. In fact, anti- 
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trust laws harm consumers by preventing the 
operation of the free-market, causing prices to 
rise, quality to suffer, and, as is certainly the 
case with the relationship between the HMOs 
and medical professionals, favoring certain in-
dustries over others. 

By restoring the freedom of medical profes-
sionals to voluntarily come together to nego-
tiate as a group with HMOs and insurance 
companies, this bill removes a government-im-
posed barrier to a true free market in health 
care. Of course, this bill does not infringe on 
the rights of health care professionals by forc-
ing them to join a bargaining organization 
against their will. While Congress should pro-
tect the rights of all Americans to join organi-
zations for the purpose of bargaining collec-
tively, Congress also has a moral responsi-
bility to ensure that no worker is forced by law 
to join or financially support such an organiza-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, it is my hope that Con-
gress will not only remove the restraints on 
medical professionals’ freedom of contract, but 
will also empower patients to control their 
health care by passing my Comprehensive 
Health Care Reform Act. The Comprehensive 
Health Care Reform Act puts individuals back 
in charge of their own health care by providing 
Americans with large tax credits and tax de-
ductions for their health care expenses, includ-
ing a deduction for premiums for a high-de-
ductible insurance policy purchased in com-
bination with a Health Savings Account. Put-
ting individuals back in charge of their own 
health care decisions will enable patients to 
work with providers to ensure they receive the 
best possible health care at the lowest pos-
sible price. If providers and patients have the 
ability to form the contractual arrangements 
that they find most beneficial to them, the 
HMO monster will wither on the vine without 
the imposition of new federal regulations on 
the insurance industry. 

In conclusion, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Quality Health Care Coalition Act and 
restore the freedom of contract and associa-
tion to America’s health care professionals. I 
also urge my colleagues to join me in working 
to promote a true free market in health care 
by putting patients back in charge of the 
health care dollar by supporting my Com-
prehensive Health Care Reform Act. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MARGARET GRAY 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with 
deep regret that I inform the House of the 
death of Margaret Louise Gray of Lexington, 
MO. 

Margaret was born October 27, 1931, in Ot-
tawa, Kansas. She was married to William R. 
Gray, who preceded her in death on Sep-
tember 27, 1986. She is survived by a brother, 
Stephen Swaim, and two sisters, Doris Boyd 
and Betty Chatman. 

Margaret was a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Lexington, the Lexington Business 
and Professional Woman’s Club, War Dads, 
Elks, and a member of SORT. She was the 
Director of Family Services in Lafayette Coun-
ty for many years. Both her husband and she 

were active in developing the Lexington Senior 
Center and subsequently the 4–Life Center. 
The senior center was later named the Mar-
garet Gray Senior Center in honor of her hard 
work and financial support. 

Madam Speaker, Margaret L. Gray was an 
influential member in the Lexington commu-
nity. I know the members of the House will 
join me in extending their heartfelt condo-
lences to her family and friends. She will be 
greatly missed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 194, a resolution to support 
the goals of International Women’s Day. I’d 
like to take this opportunity to commend the 
work of my colleague, Rep. JAN SCHAKOWSKY, 
for introducing this resolution again in the 
111th Congress, and for her invaluable work 
in support of women’s rights as co-chair of the 
Congressional Caucus on Women’s Issues. 

In the United States and in countries around 
the world, women are agents of change, de-
velopment, and prosperity, contributing in so 
many ways to the well-being of their families 
and communities. There is clear and abundant 
evidence that when women thrive, the entire 
world thrives as well. 

However, the benefits of women’s full par-
ticipation in economic, political, and social life 
are not being realized in many parts of the 
world. In all regions, women are less likely 
than men to receive pay commensurate to the 
value of their work, be given a voice in their 
national governments, or have access to basic 
human rights such as the right to an edu-
cation. In many countries, the United States 
included, domestic violence is further reducing 
the opportunities available to women and girls 
to lead happy, healthy lives. H. Res. 194 is an 
important step towards guaranteeing the basic 
rights of women and girls worldwide by calling 
for an end to this discrimination. 

Throughout my time in Congress, promoting 
women’s rights has been one of my top legis-
lative priorities. For years I have worked tire-
lessly with likeminded colleagues to restore 
funding to UNFPA, an organization whose 
mission is to promote the right of every 
woman to enjoy a life of health and equal op-
portunity. I commend the new Administration 
for recognizing the value of this goal by com-
mitting to funding UNFPA, including $50 mil-
lion in the FY09 Omnibus Appropriations Bill. 

However, more needs to be done in the 
111th Congress to further women’s rights. 
That is why I will be introducing a resolution 
condemning the actions of the Taliban to re-
strict girls’ access to education in Swat, Paki-
stan, as well as H.R. 606, the International 
Women’s Freedom Act. This bill reflects the 
goals of International Women’s Day in many 
ways, as it calls for concerted action on the 
part of the State Department and Executive 
Branch to advance the rights of women, in-
cluding creating an Office of International 
Women’s Rights within the State Department, 
establishing a women’s rights Internet site, 

and requiring that Foreign Service Officers re-
ceive women’s rights related training. 

This resolution in support of International 
Women’s Day recognizes the strength, leader-
ship, and capability demonstrated by women 
in every village, city, and country. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in reaffirming their com-
mitments to protecting the rights of women 
and girls around the world, by observing Inter-
national Women’s Day, and by honoring wom-
en’s contributions every day. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE MAJOR 
DRUG TRAFFICKING PROSECU-
TION ACT OF 2009 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, today I am 
introducing the Major Drug Trafficking Pros-
ecution Act of 2009. This legislation will 
refocus federal prosecutorial resources on 
major drug traffickers and eliminate racial dis-
parities created by the mandatory minimum 
sentences for powder and crack cocaine. 

In the 1980s, Congress passed two Anti- 
Drug Abuse Acts with the goal that federal 
prosecutors would go after major drug traf-
fickers at the top of the food chain, instead of 
low-level drug offenders at the bottom. 
Lengthy mandatory minimum prison sentences 
were passed for most drug crimes. These 
mandatory terms are triggered based solely on 
the type and weight of the drug involved, and, 
with very few exceptions, the courts cannot 
sentence below them. 

Twenty years later, mandatory drug sen-
tences have utterly failed to achieve 
Congress’s goals. 

First, these sentences are not stopping 
major drug traffickers. Huge quantities of 
drugs enter our country each year, but in 2005 
the majority of crack and powder cocaine of-
fenses, for example, were street-level dealers, 
mules and lookouts and users, 61.5 percent 
and 53.1 percent, respectively. Mandatory 
minimums lock up thousands of small-time 
sellers and addicts for decades. 

Second, mandatory minimums have length-
ened drug sentences, creating the need for 
more prisons and more taxpayer money to 
pay for them. Before the advent of mandatory 
sentences, drug offenders served an average 
of 22 months in prison; by 2004, that average 
sentence had nearly tripled, to 62 months in 
prison. Because of mandatory minimums, the 
federal prison budget has ballooned from $220 
million in 1986 to $5.4 billion in 2008. 

Longer sentences and more people in pris-
on haven’t translated into safer streets. At 
some point, the effectiveness per dollar in pro-
moting increased public safety will decrease. 
For example, when crime dropped dramati-
cally between 1992 and 1997, imprisonment 
was responsible for just 25 percent of that re-
duction. Seventy five percent was attributed to 
factors other than incarceration. 

Finally, mandatory minimums have a dis-
proportionate impact on African Americans, 
who comprise 12 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation and 14 percent of drug users, but 30 
percent of all federal drug convictions. African 
American drug defendants are 20 percent 
more likely to be sentenced to prison than 
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white drug defendants. African Americans, on 
average, serve almost as much time in federal 
prison for a drug offense (58.7 months) as 
whites do for a violent offense (61.7 months). 
Much of this disparity is due to the severe 
penalties for crack cocaine. 

The Major Drug Trafficking Prosecution Act 
of 2009 will help refocus important federal 
prosecutorial resources to the major drug traf-
fickers instead of low-level offenders and it will 
provide more discretion to judges by making 
some long overdue changes to current law: 
eliminating all mandatory minimum sentences 
for drug offenses; curbing federal prosecutions 
of low-level drug offenders; and allowing 
courts to place drug users on probation or 
suspend the sentence. 

Mandatory minimums have been repealed 
before. A 2008 report issued by Families 
Against Mandatory Minimums describes how 
Congress first enacted mandatory drug sen-
tences in the 1950s, then voted to repeal them 
in 1970 because they failed to reduce drug 
trafficking. I would like to refer Members to the 
report at the following site: http:// 
www.famm.org/Repository/Files/ 
8189lFAMMlBoggsActlfinal.pdf. In a re-
cent poll, 8 in 10 Americans agreed that 
courts—not Congress—should determine pris-
on sentences, and 6 in 10 opposed mandatory 
sentences for nonviolent offenders. Today’s 
Congress should heed the American people 
and repeal mandatory minimums again. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support 
The Major Drug Trafficking Prosecution Act of 
2009. 

f 

CHARITABLE GIVING 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of charitable giving. 

Americans give generously. 
In the weeks following the deadly 2004 tsu-

nami in Asia, donations from American char-
ities outpaced official government aid by more 
than $100 million. 

When Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf 
Coast of our nation, Americans responded 
with faster and more forceful giving than ever 
before. In the first 10 days, charitable giving 
topped $700 million. Ultimately, more than $4 
billion was donated to the recovery effort. 

Since the mid-1990s, charitable giving has 
accounted for roughly 2 percent of our annual 
GDP, which is more than double the rate of 
giving in any other country. 

And Madam Speaker, most donations don’t 
come from big business. They come from 
hardworking Americans. Individuals account 
for 75 percent of charitable giving. 

Recently, some have proposed limitations 
on the tax deduction for charitable giving. We 
face a staggering deficit, and I believe we 
must balance the budget—but not by raising 
taxes on these donations. 

It has long been a hallmark of the U.S. tax 
code that giving gets a tax break. Today, I 
joined Rep. ROS-LEHTINEN of Florida to intro-
duce a resolution that would state this Cham-
ber’s support for charitable giving and its op-
position to raising taxes on donations. At this 
time of great need at home and abroad, we 

must not make it harder for Americans to give. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in opposing a 
tax increase on charitable donations. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
CONGRESSMAN DANIEL E. BUTTON 

HON. ERIC J. J. MASSA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. MASSA. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to recognize the life and 
achievements of Daniel E. Button, a former 
Congressman who represented New York’s 
29th District. Button, who died this week at 
age 91, was a father of five and a Columbia 
University-educated journalist in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s. In 1966, dismayed by what 
he saw as entrenched corruption, Button de-
cided to run for Congress and won by doing 
the hard work of walking the district in a 
seemingly unattainable quest. He won by only 
17,000 votes but was re-elected in 1968 for a 
second term. Even though Button’s tenure as 
New York’s 29th District Representative lasted 
only two terms, they were filled with Button’s 
drive to fight for what he believed was right. 
For standing up and taking action for what he 
believed in, it is my pleasure to honor the late 
Congressman Daniel E. Button. 

f 

TREAT PHYSICIANS FAIRLY ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Treat Physicians Fairly Act, leg-
islation providing tax credits to physicians to 
compensate for the costs of providing uncom-
pensated care. This legislation helps com-
pensate medical professionals for the costs 
imposed on them by federal laws forcing doc-
tors to provide uncompensated medical care. 
The legislation also provides a tax deduction 
for hospitals who incur costs related to pro-
viding uncompensated care. 

Under the Emergency Medical Treatment 
and Active Labor Act (EMTALA) physicians 
who work in emergency rooms, as well as the 
hospitals, are required to provide care without 
seeking compensation to anyone who comes 
into an emergency room. Thus, EMTALA 
forces medical professionals and hospitals to 
bear the entire cost of caring for the indigent. 
According to the June 2/9, 2003 edition of AM 
News, emergency physicians lose an average 
of $138,000 per year because of EMTALA. 
EMTALA also forces physicians and hospitals 
to follow costly rules and regulations, and can 
be fined $50,000 for failure to be in technical 
compliance with EMTALA! 

Forcing physicians to offer their services 
without providing any form of compensation is 
a blatant violation of the takings clause of the 
Fifth Amendment. After all, the professional 
skills with which one earns a living are a form 
of property. Therefore, legislation, such as 
EMTALA, which forces individuals to use their 
professional skills without compensation is a 
taking of private property. Regardless of 
whether the federal government has the con-

stitutional authority to establish programs pro-
viding free-or-reduced health care for the in-
dignant, the clear language of the takings 
clause prevents Congress from placing the en-
tire burden of these programs on the medical 
profession. 

Ironically, the perceived need to force doc-
tors to provide medical care is itself the result 
of prior government interventions into the 
health care market. When I began practicing, 
it was common for doctors to provide uncom-
pensated care as a matter of charity. How-
ever, government laws and regulations inflat-
ing the cost of medical services and imposing 
unreasonable liability standards on medical 
professionals even when they where acting in 
a volunteer capacity made offering free care 
cost prohibitive. At the same time, the in-
creased health care costs associated with the 
government-facilitated over-reliance in third 
party payments priced more and more people 
out of the health care market. Thus, the gov-
ernment responded to problems created by 
their interventions by imposing EMTALA man-
date on physicians, in effect making the health 
care profession scapegoats for the unintended 
consequences of failed government health 
care policies. 

EMTALA itself is having unintended con-
sequences that could result in less care avail-
ability for low-income Americans at emergency 
rooms. This is because EMTALA provides a 
disincentive for physicians from offering any 
emergency care. Many physicians have told 
me in my district that they are considering cur-
tailing their practices, in part because of the 
costs associated with the EMTALA mandates. 
Many other physicians are even counseling 
younger people against entering the medical 
profession because of the way the federal 
government treats medical professionals! The 
tax credit of the Treat Physicians Fairly Act 
will help mitigate some of these unintended 
consequences. 

The Treat Physicians Fairly Act does not re-
move any of EMTALA’s mandates; it simply 
provides that physicians can receive a tax 
credit for the costs of providing uncompen-
sated care. This is a small step toward restor-
ing fairness to the physicians. Furthermore, by 
providing some compensation in the form of 
tax credits, the Treat Physicians Fairly Act 
helps remove the disincentives to remaining 
active in the medical profession built into the 
current EMTALA law. I hope my colleagues 
will take the first step toward removing the un-
constitutional burden of providing uncompen-
sated care by cosponsoring the Treat Physi-
cians Fairly Act. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘STUDY 
OF WAYS TO IMPROVE THE AC-
CURACY OF THE COLLECTION OF 
FEDERAL OIL, CONDENSATE, 
AND NATURAL GAS ROYALTIES 
ACT’’ 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to reintroduce the ‘‘Study of Ways to 
Improve the Accuracy of the Collection of Fed-
eral Oil, Condensate, and Natural Gas Royal-
ties Act,’’ which would commission a study by 
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the National Academy of Engineering to exam-
ine the policies and procedures for ensuring 
the oil and gas from federal lands is appro-
priately measured for the purposes of paying 
royalties. 

The bill has two components. The first calls 
on the National Academy of Engineering to 
study specific ways to improve the accuracy of 
the collection of royalties on oil and natural 
gas from Federal and Tribal lands. The study 
is needed because current methods used in 
the United States for collecting, measuring, 
valuing, and storing oil and natural gas may 
not lead to royalty payments that are as accu-
rate as they could be. 

Lawsuits have been filed alleging that en-
ergy companies are underpaying billions of 
dollars in royalties because of these inaccura-
cies—or possibly because of outright manipu-
lation—in the process for determining royalty 
payments. 

Many of these lawsuits have been settled, 
and we’re talking about a lot of money here: 

In 2000 and 2001, major oil companies set-
tled with the Justice Department for over half 
a billion dollars in two False Claims Act law-
suits over oil and royalty underpayments. 

In 2004, Chevron paid out $111 million to 
the State of Louisiana for underpayments. 

In 2005, BP owned up to the tune of $233 
in a Colorado case. 

And, in a case still pending, Exxon Mobil 
may owe up to $3.6 billion or much more to 
the State of Alabama for underpayments in 
royalties there. 

Certainly, for this kind of money, we can af-
ford to ask the experts who understand the 
technical issues here to study the major un-
derlying problems. 

The second part of the bill is a review of 
royalty payments. It provides for a comparison 
of royalty payments made under federal oil 
and gas lease provisions to data supplied to 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
This is to determine whether such payments 
were adequate under the terms of the oil and 
gas leases. With completion of these studies, 
the Congress, Minerals Management Service, 
and the Bureau of Land Management will 
have a better understanding of changes that 
should be undertaken to make the process 
more accurate and transparent, and American 
taxpayers will have a better chance of getting 
all the oil and gas royalties that they are 
owed. 

f 

HONORING THE MODEL HIGH 
SCHOOL LADY DEVILS 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a talented group of girls from 
Floyd County in Georgia’s 11th Congressional 
District. As we move towards March Madness 
in college basketball, the Georgia High School 
Association’s state basketball playoffs are al-
ready underway. The Model High School Girl’s 
Basketball Team—or Lady Devils—have 
soared to a perfect 30–0 record and are 
poised for a trip to the Georgia High School 
Association’s Final Four tonight. 

The Lady Devils’ road to the Final Four has 
led them through a Region 7AA Championship 

and three rounds of State playoffs to send 
them to the semi-finals for the first time in over 
a decade. 

Although many around Floyd County are 
riding high on the team’s success, the girls of 
the No. 2–ranked and unbeaten Lady Devils 
are focused on getting back to work as they 
prepare for tonight’s Final Four match-up 
against Henry County at the Macon 
Centreplex. 

The Lady Devils are led by Coach Sally 
Echols, who actually played in Model High 
School’s last trip to the Final Four in 1997. 
Echols has proved just as valuable as a head 
coach as she was on the court—leading the 
Lady Devils to four straight Region Champion-
ships. I ask that my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Coach Echols and the Model High 
School Lady Blue Devils for their success on 
the court as well as the hard work and deter-
mination that got them there. I wish them luck 
in the Final Four. 

f 

ON EL SALVADOR 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my grave concern about the 
upcoming elections in El Salvador this week. 

Under its current and recent governments, 
El Salvador has served as a Forward Oper-
ating Location in the war on drugs and co-
operates closely with the United States. How-
ever that may change if the opposition party, 
the FMLN, comes to power in Sunday’s elec-
tion. 

The Farabundo Martı́ National Liberation 
Front (FMLN) is a pro-terrorist party with direct 
ties to sponsors of terror like Cuba, Iran, and 
FARC, the narcoguerrilla terrorist organization 
in Colombia. Based on its relationships, the 
FMLN clearly is not a reliable partner in the 
fight on drug trafficking and money laundering. 

If the FMLN were to enter government in El 
Salvador, the Department of the Treasury 
would be forced to use its legal authority to 
monitor, control, delay, or terminate the move-
ment of nearly $4 billion in remittances and 
other money transfers to El Salvador. 

The United States must be prepared to 
apply, on an urgent basis, the full array of 
legal instruments available should cir-
cumstances after the Salvadoran election re-
quire the urgent termination of the flow of re-
mittances to that country. 

The government of El Salvador has shown 
itself to be a reliable and trustworthy counter-
part regarding U.S. national security. For the 
sake of the Salvadorans and the United 
States, I pray that the FMLN is defeated, so 
that the United States can maintain its special 
relationship with the government of El Sal-
vador. 

On Election Day, El Salvador will be choos-
ing between remaining a close U.S. ally, or re-
aligning itself with countries hostile to the U.S. 
Let’s hope they choose freedom, security, and 
good neighborliness with the U.S. 

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT ON 
H.R. 1463 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, one of the 
most important challenges confronting the in-
telligence community is learning the nature of 
and damage done by the worldwide network in 
nuclear centrifuge technology, bomb compo-
nents and training run for almost two decades 
by A. Q. Khan—the revered ‘‘father’’ of his 
country’s nuclear program. Considered a pa-
riah abroad but a hero at home, that task got 
a lot tougher when Pakistan’s High Court or-
dered Khan released from house arrest last 
month. 

At the recent Wehrkunde Security Con-
ference in Munich, Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi astonished dele-
gates, telling us that his government had not 
decided whether to challenge the court deci-
sion but that Pakistan would continue to mon-
itor Khan. 

For those who stay awake at night worrying 
about Iran’s increasing mastery of centrifuge 
technology and the ability of terror groups to 
access nuclear components, Pakistan’s action 
is distressing. 

When Khan ‘‘confessed’’ in 2004 to his ille-
gal nuclear dealings, he was promptly placed 
under ‘‘house arrest’’ and pardoned by then 
President Pervez Musharraf. The U.S. govern-
ment was denied access to him, and was 
never able to question him about what he did 
and what else he knew. 

Today, we introduce legislation to condition 
future military aid to Pakistan on two things: 
that the Pakistani Government make A.Q. 
Khan available for questioning and that it mon-
itor Khan’s activities. 

This much we do know. As a university stu-
dent in Europe in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, Khan earned degrees in metallurgical 
engineering from institutions in Holland and 
Belgium. In 1972, he began working for the 
Dutch partner of a uranium enrichment con-
sortium and almost immediately raised eye-
brows for repeated visits to a facility he was 
not cleared to see and for inquiries made 
about technical data unrelated to his own as-
signments. 

Dutch intelligence quietly began to monitor 
him. In 1974, following India’s first nuclear 
test, Khan offered his expertise to Pakistani 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. Later that 
year, Khan’s company assigned him to work 
on Dutch translations of advanced, German- 
designed centrifuges—data to which he had 
unsupervised access for 16 days. 

By 1975, the damage appears to have been 
done. Pakistan began to purchase compo-
nents for its domestic uranium enrichment pro-
gram from European suppliers, and Khan was 
transferred away from enrichment work due to 
concern about his activities. 

In December, he abruptly returned to Paki-
stan with blueprints for centrifuges and other 
components and detailed lists of suppliers. 

Convicted in absentia by the Dutch govern-
ment for nuclear espionage, beginning in the 
mid-1980s, Khan is widely believed to have 
provided nuclear weapons technology to Iran, 
North Korea, Libya and possibly Syria and 
Iraq. His network involved front companies 
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and operatives in Dubai, Malaysia, Singapore, 
South Africa, South Korea, Switzerland and 
Turkey. Though much of the network was 
taken down following his confession, there is 
no conclusive evidence that it was destroyed. 

Khan is again a loose nuke scientist with 
proven ability to sell the worst weapons to the 
worst people. Hopefully, appropriate Pakistani 
officials worry as we do that their civilians 
could become nuclear targets—as could 
NATO soldiers in neighboring Afghanistan or 
civilians in any number of Western countries. 

Our bill provides a path for the Zardari gov-
ernment to do the right thing—to allow the 
U.S. to evaluate the full extent of A. Q. Khan’s 
proliferation activities in order to halt any on-
going or future harm. 

f 

VEOLIA ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, today 
I am proud to honor Veolia Environmental 
Services and their facility in Port Arthur, TX, 
for their successful destruction of 1.5 million 
gallons of what was once the deadly nerve 
agent VX. Working in conjunction with Tri- 
State Motor Transit (TSMT) and the U.S. Army 
Chemical Materials Agency (CMA), they were 
able to complete the project safely and on 
time. 

In the 1950s, the United States began to 
stockpile VX. Signed by the U.S. in 1993, The 
International Chemical Weapons Convention 
requires destruction of all chemical agents by 
participating nations by specified target dates. 
The U.S. had a stockpile of VX at the Newport 
Chemical Weapons Depot in Newport, Indiana 
where they could deactivate the chemical. 
They needed a facility to destroy hydrolysate, 
the caustic wastewater created by the agent’s 
destruction. 

The CMA discussed building a $300 million 
facility in Indiana to handle the process but the 
terrorist attack of 2001 forced them to recon-
sider. In 2007 they awarded Veolia with a $49 
million contract to incinerate the corrosive 
wastewater. The wastewater would be put in 
specialized containers and hauled more that 
1,000 miles through 8 states by TSMT to 
Veolia’s Port Arthur facility where it would be 
destroyed. 

This is not the type of project that a commu-
nity greets with open arms. Two other sites 
denied the venture due to political and com-
munity concerns. Public protests and a federal 
lawsuit almost derailed the project once more, 
but Veolia made a promise to handle the job 
safely, in accordance with all regulations and 
without impact to the environment, 18 months 
and 428 shipments later, the process con-
cluded without a single incident of any kind. 

The project was successful on a number of 
levels. By utilizing the Port Arthur facility, tax-
payers were saved close to $250 million. 
Veolia was able to assist the U.S. government 
in accomplishing its treaty obligations in an ex-
peditious and safe manner. They also brought 
money and national attention to Southeast 
Texas. 

I would like to commend Veolia Environ-
mental Services and their employees for their 
hard work and dedication during this project. 

Companies like Veolia that care about the 
community they serve make Southeast Texas 
such a special place. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE NURSING HOME 
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the Nursing Home Emergency Assist-
ance Act. This act makes private, for-profit 
nursing homes eligible for the same federal 
aid as is currently available to public nursing 
homes. Under current federal law, only public 
nursing homes may receive federal disaster 
assistance. However, hurricanes, tornadoes, 
and earthquakes do not distinguish between 
private and public, or for-profit and not-for- 
profit, nursing homes. 

As I have recently seen in my district, all 
nursing homes face unique challenges coping 
with natural disasters and their aftermaths. It 
is not fair to the taxpayers who work in, reside 
in, or have entrusted the care of their loved 
ones to, a private nursing home that private 
nursing homes are denied the same federal 
aid available to their public counterparts. Mr. 
Speaker, the Nursing Home Emergency As-
sistance Act ensures all residents of nursing 
homes can benefit from federal disaster aid. I 
encourage my colleagues to support this legis-
lation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2009 
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today, joined by my colleagues Rep. 
FRANK WOLF and Rep. JAMES MORAN, to rec-
ognize an outstanding group of men and 
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals 
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Fairfax County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Valor Awards recognize remarkable 
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety agencies and their 
commitment to the community. Our public 
safety and law enforcement personnel put 
their lives on the line every day to keep our 
families and neighborhoods safe. More than 
80 awards were presented at this year’s cere-
mony in a variety of categories: The Lifesaving 
Award, the Certificate of Valor, or the Bronze, 
Silver, or Gold Medal of Valor. 

Two members of the Town of Herndon Po-
lice Department have earned this highest 
honor. It is with great pride that we submit 
their names into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

Recipient of the Lifesaving Award: Captain 
Robert L. Presgrave. 

Recipient of the Certificate of Valor: Ser-
geant Darcy L. Nidell. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all of the men 

and women who serve in the Town of Hern-
don Police Department. Their efforts, made on 
behalf of the citizens of Fairfax County, are 
selfless acts of heroism and truly merit our 
highest praise. We ask our colleagues to join 
us in applauding this group of remarkable citi-
zens. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF TALLADEGA 
COLLEGE MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM WINNING NATIONAL TITLE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I respectfully ask the attention of the House 
today to pay recognition to The Talladega Col-
lege Tornadoes Men’s Basketball Team for 
winning their first United States Collegiate Ath-
letic Association National Championship Title. 

The Talladega College Tornadoes won the 
national title on Saturday, March 7th in 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania on the Penn State 
Fayette campus by beating Rochester College 
45 to 31. 

I am proud to recognize Head Coach Matt 
Cross, President Billy Hawkins and the entire 
Tornado team and staff for their outstanding 
athleticism both on and off the basketball 
court. I congratulate each of these young men 
in claiming their first national championship for 
Talladega College. 

Players: Romondo Banks, Jorge Canedo, 
Jeral Davis, Michael Ervine, Tory Guillory, 
Micah Hagans, Ricardo Moss, Donell Pope, 
Patrick Rodgers and Tarium Taylor. 

Coaches: Matt Cross—Athletic Director and 
Head Men’s Basketball Coach; Randy Pul-
ley—Assistant Coach; Ricky Smith—Assistant 
Coach; Hellion Knight—Assistant Coach; and 
Demond Walker—Athletic Trainer. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, ‘‘Pursuant to 
the House Republican standards on earmarks, 
I am submitting the following information re-
garding earmarks I received as part of HR 
1105.’’ 

1) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, General 

Investigations 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $382,000 to complete investigations at 
Freeport Harbor, Texas in furtherance of main-
taining a federally authorized waterway. 

2) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, General 

Investigations 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
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Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $406,000 to complete investigations in the 
Lower Colorado River Basin, Texas in further-
ance of a federally authorized flood study. 

3) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, General 

Investigations 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $1,264,000 to complete investigations in the 
Lower Colorado River Basin and Wharton and 
Onion Creeks, Texas in furtherance of a feder-
ally authorized flood study. 

4) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, General 

Investigations 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $382,000 to complete investigations at 
GIWW Sabine Pass to Galveston Bay, Texas 
in furtherance of maintaining a federally au-
thorized waterway. 

5) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Con-

struction 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $1,914,000 to complete construction work 
at Texas City Ship Channel, Texas in further-
ance of maintaining a federally authorized wa-
terway. 

6) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Con-

struction 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $20,766,000 to complete construction work 
at Houston-Galveston Navigation Channel, 
Texas in furtherance of maintaining a federally 
authorized waterway. 

7) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Con-

struction 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $478,000 to complete construction work at 
Houston Ship Channel, Texas in furtherance 
of maintaining a federally authorized water-
way. 

8) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, Con-

struction 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $478,000 to complete construction work at 
Clear Creek, Texas in furtherance of a feder-
ally authorized flood control. 

9) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $323,000 to maintain the Channel to Port 
Bolivar, Texas in furtherance of a federally au-
thorized water project. 

10) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $6,516,000 to maintain Freeport Harbor, 
Texas in furtherance of a federally authorized 
water project. 

11) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $5,590,000 to maintain Galveston Harbor 
Channel, Texas in furtherance of a federally 
authorized water project. 

12) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $2,512,000 to maintain the GIWW Channel 
to Victoria, Texas in furtherance of a federally 
authorized water project. 

13) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $2,716,000 to maintain the GIWW Choco-
late Bayou, Texas in furtherance of a federally 
authorized water project. 

14) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 

Description of Request: Provide an earmark 
of $5,730,000 to maintain the Matagorda Ship 
Channel, Texas in furtherance of a federally 
authorized water project. 

15) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $1,376,000 to maintain the Texas City Ship 
Channel, Texas in furtherance of a federally 
authorized water project. 

16) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $1,622,000 to maintain the Wallisville Lake, 
Texas in furtherance of a federally authorized 
water project. 

17) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $29,586,000 to maintain the GIWW, Texas 
in furtherance of a federally authorized water 
project. 

18) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Army Corps of Engineers, O&M 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: US Army 

Corps of Engineers 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Fort 

Point Road, Galveston, Texas 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $13,788,000 to maintain the Houston Ship 
Channel, Texas in furtherance of a federally 
authorized water project. 

19) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Transportation, 

Buses and Facilities 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Galveston 
Address of Requesting Entity: 823 Rosen-

berg, Galveston, Texas 77553 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $237,500 for transit facility renovation in 
Galveston, Texas in furtherance of hurricane 
recovery. 

20) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Transportation, 

CTPS 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of 

Galveston 
Address of Requesting Entity: 823 Rosen-

berg, Galveston, Texas 77553 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $95,000 for work on the Seawall in Gal-
veston, Texas in furtherance of hurricane re-
covery. 
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21) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 

PAUL 
Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Transportation, 

Buses and Facilities 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Golden 

Crescent Regional Planning Commission 
Address of Requesting Entity: 568 Big Bend 

Drive, Victoria, TX 77904 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $237,500 for bus replacement in Victoria, 
Texas in furtherance of transportation system 
improvement to enhance job retention and 
creation in and around Victoria, Texas 

22) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: HHS, HRSA, Health Facilities and 

Services 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Memorial 

Hermann Health Care Systems 
Address of Requesting Entity: 7737 South-

west Freeway, Houston, Texas 77074 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $190,000 for healthcare facilities and equip-
ment in and around Houston, Texas 

23) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Education, Innova-

tion and Improvements 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Reach 

out and Read 
Address of Requesting Entity: 56 Roland 

Street, Suite 100D; Boston, MA 02129 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $4,965,000 for reading based federally- 
funded national educational program. 

24) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Education, Innova-

tion and Improvements 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Reading 

is Fundamental (RIF) 
Address of Requesting Entity: 1825 Con-

necticut Avenue, NW—Suite 400; Washington, 
DC 20009 

Description of Request: Provide an earmark 
of $24,803,000 for reading based federally- 
funded national educational program. 

25) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Department of Education, Innova-

tion and Improvements 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: SURE 

BET 
Address of Requesting Entity: 5606 N. 

Navarro, Suite 200 R; Victoria, TX 77904 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $95,000 for program to reduce school drop- 
out rates in and around Victoria, Texas 

26) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Economic Development Initiatives 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Housing 

and Community Services, Inc 
Address of Requesting Entity: 8610 N. New 

Braunfels, Suite 500; San Antonio, TX 78217 
Description of Request: Provide an earmark 

of $23,750 for equipment at Fox Run Apart-
ments in Victoria, Texas 

27) Requesting Member: Congressman RON 
PAUL 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: OJP, Juvenile Justice 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Texana 
Center, inc. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 4910 Airport 
Avenue, Rosenberg, TX 77471 

Description of Request: Provide an earmark 
of $500,000 for Nublac drug rehabilitation pro-
gram targeted to serve minority residents in 
and around Bay City, Texas 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
FOR RABBI ARTHUR SCHNEIER 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, for al-
most half a century Rabbi Arthur Schneier has 
promoted religious freedom and human rights 
throughout the world. A Holocaust survivor, 
and the Founder and President of the Appeal 
of Conscience Foundation, Rabbi Schneier 
has devoted his life to overcoming the forces 
of hatred and intolerance. 

He has been a pioneer in bringing together 
religious leaders to address, ethnic or religious 
conflicts. For example, in Bosnia in 1997, he 
convened government and religious leaders to 
promote healing and conciliation between Or-
thodox, Muslim and Jewish communities. In 
the Balkans, the Caucasus and Central Asia 
he worked with the Orthodox Patriarch and the 
Turkish Government to hold the Peace and 
Tolerance Conference in 1994 and address 
religious and ethnic tensions in that area. In 
the former Yugoslavia, he mobilized religious 
leaders to halt the bloodshed of the early 90s, 
holding the Religious Summit on the Former 
Yugoslavia and the Conflict Resolution Con-
ference to build support and consensus 
among religious leaders of different faiths. 
Since the early 1980s, he has led delegations 
of religious leaders to China to open a dia-
logue on religious freedom. 

Born in Vienna, Austria, in 1930, Rabbi 
Schneier lived under Nazi occupation in Buda-
pest during World War II and came to the 
United States in 1947. He has been the Spir-
itual Leader of the Park East Synagogue in 
New York City since 1962. 

Today I am reintroducing the Rabbi Arthur 
Schneier Gold Medal act and I urge my col-
league to support this legislation in recognition 
of a truly remarkable man. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AT&T FOR JOBS 
CREATION AND COMMITMENT TO 
CLEAN ENERGY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to applaud AT&T for its commitment to cre-
ating new jobs with an environmentally friend-
ly, clean energy business model. 

At a time when millions of Americans are 
suffering through one of the most difficult 
economies in many years, AT&T plans to cre-
ate 3,000 new jobs as part of an $18 billion in-
vestment. Under this initiative, the company 
will enhance its broadband capacity—increas-
ing Internet speed and accessibility for its cus-
tomers. 

AT&T also plans to invest $565 million in re-
placing its current fleet with 15,000 domesti-
cally manufactured Compressed Natural Gas, 
CNG, and alternative-fuel vehicles. Over the 
next 10 years, this will create or save 1,000 
jobs. 

The Center for Automotive Research, CAR, 
in Ann Arbor, MI., estimates that the new vehi-
cles will save 49 million gallons of gasoline 
and reduce carbon emissions by 211,000 met-
ric tons over the 10-year deployment period. 
That is equivalent to removing the emissions 
from more than 38,600 traditional passenger 
vehicles for a year. 

Madam Speaker, AT&T has not only an-
swered the call to help lead this country out of 
the economic downturn, but done so in an en-
vironmentally conscious manner. AT&T stands 
as a strong example for corporate America, 
and I hope that others will follow in their foot-
steps. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, today, I was unexpectedly detained 
at a doctor’s appointment and missed one 
vote. I would like the RECORD to reflect how I 
would have voted. 

Rollcall No. 116, on the motion to suspend 
the rules and agree to H. Res. 67, Recog-
nizing and commending the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA), the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), and Cornell 
University for the success of the Mars Explo-
ration Rovers, Spirit and Opportunity, on the 
5th anniversary of their successful landing, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker. I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 194, supporting the 
goals of International Women’s Day. Women 
have come a long way in our nation; leading 
graduation rates at universities, running major 
corporations and being elected to the highest 
levels of government. I am proud to live in a 
country where more women than ever before 
are being elected to office and I am proud to 
serve with the first woman Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. However, many 
women around the world continue to be less 
fortunate; living in poverty, without access to 
health care, education or basic human rights. 
We must continue to be their voice, so that 
women all across the world will one day have 
the ability to make their own decisions about 
their lives. I hope that by providing women 
with the tools to educate themselves, they are 
better equipped to provide for their families, 
protect themselves against HIV/AIDS, end cy-
cles of domestic violence, and fight for their 
rights. Mr. Speaker, we must continue to sup-
port the goals of International Women’s Day to 
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ensure the further advancement of women in 
our country and around the globe. 

f 

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION TO 
COMMEND THE AUSTRALIANS’ 
UNQUALIFIED APOLOGY TO IN-
DIGENOUS AUSTRALIANS AND 
TORRES ISLANDERS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce legislation that com-
mends the Australian government for apolo-
gizing for its mistreatment of Indigenous Aus-
tralians and Torres Islanders, and for commit-
ting to fighting the disparities that continue to 
impact Indigenous communities. 

Indigenous Australians first arrived on the 
continent more than 50,000 years ago, devel-
oped one of the oldest cultures on earth, and 
made world renowned contributions to the 
arts, politics and athletics despite the hard-
ships that they faced at home. 

From the mass killings of Indigenous people 
by European settlers during the 18th Century 
to restricting Indigenous Australians from the 
right to vote until 1962, violence, discrimina-
tion and disenfranchisement have however, 
played a significant role in European and In-
digenous relations for centuries. Perhaps Aus-
tralia’s most notorious action against the Indig-
enous population during the 20th Century was 
the Australian government’s authorization of 
the removal of tens of thousands of children of 
native and mixed ancestry from their homes 
under the Protection Acts. These were in-
spired by racist and pseudo-scientific notions 
of cultural and racial superiority, and designed 
to eradicate Indigenous culture and the very 
existence of the Indigenous people. The vic-
tims of this national atrocity are often referred 
to as the Stolen Generation. 

Madam Speaker, the legacy of official and 
unofficial discriminatory practices by the Aus-
tralian Government has contributed to sub-
standard education, health, employment and 
lack of political power among Australia’s Indig-
enous population. On average, Indigenous 
Australians die 17 years earlier than white 
Australians, and have higher instances of in-
fant mortality, unemployment and homeless-
ness. These figures are a jarring reminder that 
Australia’s prosperity has yet to fully reach the 
people who first inhabited the land. 

On February 13, 2008 millions of Aus-
tralians of all colors and ethnicities witnessed 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s formal apology— 
on behalf of the Australian Government and its 
Parliament—to the Indigenous and Torres Is-
land community. The long awaited apology 
was accompanied with a promise from the 
Council of Australian Governments (COAG) to 
donate $4.6 billion to fund initiatives to im-
prove life expectancy, health, education and 
employment in Indigenous communities. Near-
ly a year later, Prime Minister Rudd addressed 
the nation and reported on the status of the 
initiatives that were implemented and drafted 
after the apology, and reiterated the impor-
tance of change and reconciliation. 

Madam Speaker, American Theologian 
Tryon Edwards said, ‘‘Right actions in the fu-
ture are the best apologies for bad actions in 

the past.’’ The value of Australia’s apology is 
undoubtedly determined by the Australian gov-
ernment’s ability to aggressively address the 
systemic inequalities that exclude most Indige-
nous people from the standard of living that is 
held by the vast majority of non-Indigenous 
Australians. 

Like Australia, racial disparities exist in the 
United States. As we commend Australia on 
its willingness to confront its past, let us also 
reflect on our history with the purpose of com-
prehensively targeting the residual barriers 
that prevent some Americans from accessing 
opportunities in this country. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO KO-THI AFRICAN 
DANCE COMPANY OF MILWAUKEE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute to the internationally re-
nowned dance troupe, Ko-Thi African Dance 
Company of Milwaukee. In May, 2009, Ko-Thi 
African Dance Troupe will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary. 

Much of the success of the Ko-Thi African 
Dance Company can be attributed to its 
founder and Artistic/Executive Director, Ferne 
Caulker. Ms. Caulker, born in Sierra Leone, 
West Africa is a creative genius blessed with 
the passion and determination needed to cre-
ate a ‘‘family’’ of professional performers. She 
is a full professor at the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee in the School of Dance 
where she has taught since 1971. Ms. Caulker 
is not only a former Fulbright Fellow but a re-
cipient of numerous award. She has made the 
music and dance of the peoples of the African 
Diaspora accessible to all Americans, espe-
cially African-American audiences. Twenty 
years ago she extended that vision to include 
a children’s troupe, Ton Ko-Thi, to instill cul-
tural pride and self-worth to children through 
the discipline required to create art. 

The Company is comprised of both musi-
cians and dancers trained in the history, my-
thology and techniques of art forms within the 
African Diaspora. The troupe utilizes a myriad 
of traditional instruments, authentic costumes, 
infectious music and extraordinary dance to 
educate and bridge the gap between cultures. 
Ko-Thi operates a comprehensive educational 
outreach program, Drum Talk that works with 
institutions to assist with expanding and diver-
sifying any curriculum with the history, dance, 
and drumming of the African continent and its 
Diaspora. If you have had the privilege of at-
tending a Ko-Thi Dance Company perform-
ance, you know it is a tremendous experience 
to observe their exacting stepping, pulsating 
vibrant rhythm and hypnotic movement. The 
Ko-Thi African Dance Company is Wisconsin’s 
regional, national and international touring 
gem. They have performed in Japan, Canada 
and many venues throughout the United 
States. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to say the Ko- 
Thi African Dance Company hails from the 4th 
Congressional District and pleased to give 
praise to Ferne Caulker, the ensemble, and 
their Board of Directors. I wish them many 
more years of success. 

RECOGNIZING FAIRFAX COUNTY 
FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
RECIPIENTS OF THE FAIRFAX 
COUNTY CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE 2009 VALOR AWARD 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today, joined by my colleagues Rep. 
FRANK WOLF and Rep. JAMES MORAN, to rec-
ognize an outstanding group of men and 
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals 
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Fairfax County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Valor Awards recognize remarkable 
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety agencies and their 
commitment to the community. Our public 
safety and law enforcement personnel put 
their lives on the line everyday to keep our 
families and neighborhoods safe. More than 
80 awards were presented at this year’s cere-
mony in a variety of categories: The Lifesaving 
Award, the Certificate of Valor, or the Bronze, 
Silver, or Gold Medal of Valor. 

Nine members of the Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue Department earned this high 
honor. It is with great pride that we submit 
their names into the Congressional Record: 

Recipients of the Lifesaving Award: Shift 
Captain Ronald A. Gemsheim Jr. and Fire-
fighter Brian J. Bonkoski. 

Recipients of the Certificate of Valor: Tech-
nician Michael S. Eddy, Technician Tie L. 
Burlow, Technician Kathleen M. Vorbau, and 
Firefighter Medic Damian C. Ripley. 

Recipients of the Bronze Medal of Valor: 
Station Captain Tony C. Kostecka, Firefighter 
Miguel Obleas, and Firefighter Henry T. Chan. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all of the men 
and women who serve in the Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue Department. Their efforts, 
made on behalf of the citizens of Fairfax 
County, are selfless acts of heroism and truly 
merit our highest praise. We ask our col-
leagues to join us in applauding this group of 
remarkable citizens. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE GERI-
ATRICS LOAN FORGIVENESS ACT 
OF 2009 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Geriatrics Loan Forgive-
ness Act of 2009. This bill would take an im-
portant step towards encouraging more health 
professionals to enter the field of geriatrics 
and care for our aging population. 

In 2011—just two years from now—the first 
baby boomers will turn 65. By 2030, the num-
ber of Americans 65 and older will have nearly 
doubled, to over 70 million. 

Our nation currently has too few health care 
professionals who specialize in geriatrics to 
treat older adults with complicated illnesses, 
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and that problem is going to dramatically 
worsen in the very near future. Yet there are 
currently fewer than 9,000 geriatric physicians 
practicing in the United States, far below the 
36,000 or more needed to effectively care for 
the nation’s booming population of seniors by 
2030. The numbers are similar across health 
care disciplines, including nursing, social work, 
psychology, pharmacy and psychiatry. 

Geriatric specialists are the foundation of 
high-quality, comprehensive health care for 
our older adults. This kind of specialized care 
is complicated and demanding. For example, 
about 80 percent of the senior population has 
one or more chronic conditions. In 2002, older 
people made up 13 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation yet accounted for 36 percent of all hos-
pital stays, 49 percent of all days of hospital 
care, and 50 percent of all physician hours. 

Despite this growing need, many health 
care professionals inclined to study and prac-
tice in geriatrics are dissuaded from doing so 
because treating the elderly carries financial 
disincentives for them. Currently, over 86 per-
cent of medical school graduates carry edu-
cational debt, and the median debt burden for 
graduates of public medical institutions has 
risen to over $119,000 while that for private 
school graduates has increased to nearly 
$150,000. 

The Geriatrics Loan Forgiveness Act of 
2009 would address the national shortage of 
geriatric specialists by enabling geriatric spe-
cialists to participate in the existing National 
Health Service Corps Loan Repayment Pro-
gram, encouraging more health care profes-
sionals to be certified in geriatrics. This pro-
gram currently forgives up to $25,000 on be-
half of an individual for each of the first two 
years of obligated service. 

In its April 2008 report, ‘‘Retooling for an 
Aging America,’’ the Institute of Medicine rec-
ommended that ‘‘Public and private payers 
should provide financial incentives to increase 
the number of geriatric specialists in all health 
professions.’’ The Geriatics Loan Forgiveness 
Act would provide a very important incentive 
for health care graduates to enter geriatric 
specialties early in their careers and become 
part of the workforce that we need to provide 
quality health care to America’s seniors. 

f 

THE SAFE AND SECURE AMERICA 
ACT OF 2009 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today I introduce the Safe and Secure Amer-
ica Act of 2009 to instill confidence in the 
American people that our intelligence commu-
nity is fully equipped to investigate and pre-
vent threats to our safety and security. 

This legislation extends for ten years sec-
tions 206 and 215 of the USA PATRIOT Act 
and section 6001 of the Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, which 
are scheduled to sunset on December 31, 
2009. Three years ago, Congress reauthorized 
the USA PATRIOT Act, eliminating all but 
these three sunsets. 

Section 206 of the USA PATRIOT Act au-
thorizes the use of multipoint or ‘‘roving’’ wire-
taps for national security and intelligence in-

vestigations. A ‘‘roving’’ wiretap applies to an 
individual and allows the government to a use 
a single wiretap order to cover any commu-
nications device that the suspect uses or may 
use. This type of wiretap differs from a tradi-
tional criminal wiretap that only applies to a 
particular phone or computer used by a target. 
Without roving wiretap authority, investigators 
would be forced to seek a new court order 
each time they need to change the location, 
phone, or computer that needs to be mon-
itored. 

Section 215 allows the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) to apply to the FISA court 
to issue orders granting the government ac-
cess to any tangible items (including books, 
records, papers, and other documents), no 
matter who holds it, in foreign intelligence, 
international terrorism, and clandestine intel-
ligence cases. The USA PATRIOT Improve-
ment and Reauthorization Act of 2005 con-
tains several protections against abuses of 
Section 215 authority, including Congressional 
oversight, procedural protections, application 
requirements, and judicial review. 

Section 6001 of the Intelligence Reform and 
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 amends the 
definition of ‘‘agent of a foreign power’’ to in-
clude ‘‘lone wolf’’ terrorists who are non-U.S. 
persons engaged in international terrorism, re-
gardless of whether they are affiliated with an 
international terrorist group. When FISA was 
originally enacted in the 1970s, terrorists were 
more commonly members of an identified 
group. That is not the case today. Many mod-
ern-day terrorists may subscribe to a move-
ment but do not subscribe to a specific group 
and often act alone. It is imperative that such 
an out-dated definition does not impede our 
ability to gather intelligence about perhaps the 
most dangerous terrorists operating today. 

Madam Speaker, America is fortunate to not 
have suffered a terrorist attack on our soil in 
over seven years. But we must not let our 
safety become complacency. America is safe 
today not because terrorists and spies have 
given up their mission to destroy our freedoms 
and our way of life. America is safe today be-
cause the men and women of the intelligence 
community work tirelessly to protect us. It 
would be irresponsible of Congress to take 
away the authorities needed to their job. The 
threat to America from terrorists, spies, and 
enemy nations will not sunset at the end of 
this year. Neither should America’s anti-ter-
rorism laws. 

f 

CONSUMER OVERDRAFT 
PROTECTION FAIR PRACTICES ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, overdraft 
fees are becoming an increasing problem for 
bank customers. A November 2008 Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) study of 
462 FDIC regulated banks found that 86% op-
erated formal overdraft programs, with 75% 
automatically enrolling consumers into an 
overdraft protection plan. In some cases, con-
sumers were not allowed to opt-out. Auto-
mated overdraft usage fees assessed by 
banks ranged from $10 to $38, and the me-
dian fee assessed was $27. 

A separate report released by the non-
partisan Center for Responsible Lending 
(CRL) demonstrates that well over $10 billion 
dollars in overdraft fees are generated each 
year, with almost half generated from debit 
card purchases, in which the customer typi-
cally has no warning that the transaction will 
trigger an overdraft fee. Not surprisingly, the 
CRL study also showed that the overwhelming 
majority of customers want to know if a debit 
or ATM transaction would trigger an overdraft 
fee. 

To provide consumers more notice and 
choice related to overdraft fees, I am reintro-
ducing the Consumer Overdraft Protection Fair 
Practices Act. 

The central provision of the Consumer 
Overdraft Protection Fair Practices Act is that 
it requires notice to customers when an ATM 
or debit card transaction will trigger an over-
draft and an opportunity in real time for the 
consumer to accept or reject the overdraft 
service (and the associated fee) for that trans-
action. 

This legislation amends the Truth in Lending 
Act (TILA) to provide these new consumer 
protections. By bringing overdraft plans under 
the TILA, as an extension of credit, it would 
require the disclosure of the terms and 
charges associated with an overdraft program. 
This would give an opportunity for account 
holders to choose to have an overdraft plan or 
not—the same basic consumer protections 
provided for other consumer credit products. 

In addition, the bill seeks to stop the prac-
tice of banks maximizing their overdraft fee in-
come by intentionally manipulating the order in 
which they process debits on customer ac-
counts so as to increase the number of over-
drafts. For example, some banks pay the larg-
est check first before paying other smaller 
checks or making any deposits. While banks 
argue that the largest check is often the most 
important, a bank that has an overdraft pro-
gram generally pays them all, so changing the 
order only changes the amount of the fees 
paid by the customer. 

This disclosure bill is modeled on legislation 
with which most Americans are now very fa-
miliar—requiring disclosure at ATMs that ATM 
transactions will trigger a fee. Just as individ-
uals may choose the convenience of with-
drawals from an ATM, they may choose the 
convenience of overdraft protection or not, 
after being informed of the cost of the service. 

In summary, the bill provides these key pro-
tections: 

Requires consumer consent before banks 
can permit overdraft loans for a fee. Banks will 
be required to obtain written consent for cov-
ering overdrafts for a fee, and to disclose to 
consumers the amount of any fee, the types of 
transactions that will overdraw the account, 
and the time period for repayment of the ex-
tension of credit. 

Clarifies that overdraft fees are finance 
charges under the Truth in Lending Act, so 
consumers can compare the cost of borrowing 
the bank’s funds through an overdraft with 
other sources of cash advances. 

Prohibits banks from manipulating the order 
in which checks and other debits are posted if 
it causes more overdrafts and maximizes fees. 

Requires banks to warn the customer that 
an electronic transaction may trigger an over-
draft loan fee and allow the customer to can-
cel the transaction after receiving this warning. 
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THE DEATH OF COMMON SENSE 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, John A. 
Smaldone of Maryville, Tennessee reads con-
stantly and follows current events more closely 
than almost anyone. 

He recently sent a letter to the editor of the 
Maryville-Alcoa Daily Times about the death of 
common sense. 

I agree with this letter and would like to call 
it to the attention of my colleagues and other 
readers of the RECORD. 

[From the Daily Times, Feb. 27, 2009] 

COMMON SENSE LONG DECEASED 

(By John A. Smaldone) 

DEAR EDITOR: Today I am sad to announce 
that we mourn the passing of a beloved old 
friend, Common Sense. Common sense has 
been with us for many years. No one knows 
for sure how old he was, since his birth 
records were long ago lost in bureaucratic 
red tape. He will be remembered as having 
cultivated such valuable lessons as: Knowing 
when to come in out of the rain; why the 
early bird gets the worm; Life isn’t always 
fair; and maybe it was my fault. 

Common Sense lived by simple, sound fi-
nancial policies (don’t spend more than you 
can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not 
children, are in charge). 

His health began to deteriorate rapidly 
when well-intentioned but overbearing regu-
lations were set in place. Reports of a 6-year- 
old boy charged with sexual harassment for 
kissing a classmate; teens suspended from 
school for using mouthwash after lunch; and 
a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly 
student, only worsened his condition. 

Common Sense lost ground when parents 
attacked teachers for doing the job that they 
themselves had failed to do in disciplining 
their unruly children. 

It declined even further when schools were 
required to get parental consent to admin-
ister sun lotion or an aspirin to a student; 
but could not inform parents when a student 
became pregnant and wanted to have an 
abortion. 

Common Sense lost the will to live, as the 
churches became businesses; and criminals 
received better treatment than their vic-
tims. 

Common Sense took a beating when you 
couldn’t defend yourself from a burglar in 
your own home and the burglar could sue 
you for assault. 

Common Sense finally gave up the will to 
live after a woman failed to realize that a 
steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a 
little in her lap and was promptly awarded a 
huge settlement. 

Common Sense was preceded in death by 
his parents, Truth and Trust; by his wife, 
Discretion; by his daughter, Responsibility; 
and by his son, Reason. 

His four stepbrothers survive him; 

I Know My Rights. 

I Want It Now. 

Someone Else Is To Blame. 

I’m A Victim. 

Not many attended his funeral because so 
few realized he was gone. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE MULTI-
NATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVA-
TION FUNDS SEMIPOSTAL 
STAMP ACT: MARCH 12, 2009 

HON. HENRY E. BROWN, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am pleased to introduce legislation 
today to financially assist some of the most 
endangered, charismatic and landmark wildlife 
species on this planet. 

This measure is modeled after highly suc-
cessful efforts to raise money for breast can-
cer research, to fund domestic violence pre-
vention programs and to assist the families of 
rescue workers killed or disabled in the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

Under the terms of my proposal, the U.S. 
Postal Service would issue a semipostal 
stamp depicting highly imperiled African and 
Asian elephants, Rhinoceros, Tigers, Great 
Apes and Marine turtles. The stamp would be 
issued at a premium price so that the Postal 
Service could recapture their costs and would 
provide any additional revenues to the Multi-
national Species Conservation Funds. 

While it is unclear how much money would 
be raised through the sale of semipostal wild-
life stamps, we do know that since 1998, 802 
million breast cancer stamps have been sold 
to the public which has raised a remarkable 
$59.5 million for critical breast cancer re-
search. It is also important to note that these 
new wildlife stamps will not replace or under-
mine the breast cancer stamps which by law 
will be available until at least December 31, 
2011. I am also convinced that stamp enthu-
siasts will not only buy more breast cancer 
stamps but will purchase wildlife flagship spe-
cies stamps. 

For the past twenty years, the United States 
Congress has enacted Multinational Species 
Conservation Funds to assist African and 
Asian elephants, Rhinoceros, Tigers, Great 
Apes and Marine Turtles. Money appropriated 
to these funds are the only continuous source 
of revenue in the world for these species and 
approved conservation projects have stopped 
several of these animals from sliding toward 
extinction. Nevertheless, there is no denying 
that there are now less than 40,000 Asian ele-
phants, 15,000 Rhinoceros and 5,000 tigers 
living in the wild and that six of the seven spe-
cies of marine turtles are highly endangered. 
Without further assistance several of these 
species will disappear in our lifetime and it is, 
therefore, essential that new creative funding 
mechanisms be developed to save these im-
periled species. The semipostal wildlife stamp 
has the potential to raise millions of dollars at 
no cost to the U.S. taxpayer. 

Since 1988, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice has funded more than 1,600 conservation 
projects to assist these species. What is not 
well known, however, is that the agency was 
unable to support an additional 1,300 meri-
torious projects which could well determine 
whether these species survive in the future. 

Since coming to Congress, I have worked 
together with a number of conservation organi-
zations to establish and extend funding for the 
Multinational Species Conservation Funds. I 
am pleased that 24 conservation organizations 
have endorsed this legislation including the Af-
rican Wildlife Foundation, American 

Veterinary Medical Association, the Associa-
tion of Zoos and Aquariums, Born Free USA, 
Caribbean Conservation Corporation, Cheetah 
Conservation Fund, Conservation Inter-
national, Defenders of Wildlife, Dian Fossey 
Gorilla Fund International, Fauna and Flora 
International, Feld Entertainment, Humane So-
ciety of the United States, Humane Society 
International, International Elephant Founda-
tion, International Fund for Animal Welfare, 
International Rhino Foundation, Jane Goodall 
Institute, The Nature Conservancy, Ocean 
Conservancy, Safari Club International, Wild-
life Alliance, Wildlife Conservation Society, 
The WILD Foundation, and the World Wildlife 
Fund. These diverse groups which represent 
tens of millions of people understand that ad-
ditional funding for these landmark species is 
essential. 

Finally, I would like to thank my Sub-
committee Chairwoman MADELEINE BORDALLO, 
the former Chairmen of the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources, Congressmen DON YOUNG 
and GEORGE MILLER, Congressman RON KIND, 
Congresswoman MARY BONO MACK, Con-
gressman PETER KING, Congressman JOHN 
TANNER and Congresswoman ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN for joining with me as co-sponsors of 
the Multinational Species Conservation Funds 
Semipostal Stamp Act. 

f 

ON INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION 
COMMENDING THE INTER-
NATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT FOR 
ISSUING AN ARREST WARRANT 
FOR SUDANESE PRESIDENT 
OMAR HASSAN AHMAD AL- 
BASHIR 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to introduce a resolution commending 
the International Criminal Court for issuing an 
arrest warrant for Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir, for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. This resolution reaf-
firms our nation’s commitment to supporting a 
multifaceted approach to bringing about peace 
and stability in the Darfur region. After over six 
years of conflict in Darfur, six years of govern-
ment-led genocide against its own people, six 
years of murder, rape, torture, and oppression, 
I applaud the international community for tak-
ing a major step forward in the name of jus-
tice, humanity, and the rule of law. 

Madam Speaker, no leader who commits 
such horrific crimes should be allowed to re-
main free. President al-Bashir has directed the 
Sudanese government’s efforts to use the very 
worst kinds of crimes to carry out an active 
program of oppression. While the roots of this 
conflict run deep, combining a complex mix of 
racial, tribal, religious, political, geographic, 
and environmental matters, surely there can 
be no excuse to engage in the kind of vio-
lence that President al-Bashir has inflicted on 
the people of Darfur. It is well past time to 
bring him to justice. 

I laud the International Criminal Court for 
issuing a warrant for President al-Bashir’s ar-
rest. This was a long time coming. The ICC 
owes a great deal to the grassroots efforts of 
a wide range of non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs), human rights groups, individual 
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experts, and other activists for keeping up the 
pressure on the international community to 
act. 

This warrant has not yet resulted in an ar-
rest, nor even in a cessation of hostilities. In 
fact, President al-Bashir responded to the war-
rant by expelling over a dozen international 
aid agencies from the region, further threat-
ening the lives of well over 1 million people 
who depend on these organizations for food, 
water, shelter, health care, and personal safe-
ty. Such is the measure of the Sudanese gov-
ernment and its leadership. But this warrant is 
a major step forward. When the international 
community begins to hold leaders responsible 
for their unconscionable crimes, we begin to 
prevent such abuses from occurring in the fu-
ture. 

Madam Speaker, I am under no illusion that 
this arrest warrant—even if it results in Presi-
dent al-Bashir’s arrest and removal from 
power—will end the conflict in Darfur. This 
warrant is yet another step on the long road 
to ending this conflict and achieving some 
measure of stability in the war-torn region. But 
it will require a comprehensive approach com-
bining positive political, economic, social, and 
even military efforts. The United States, for 
one, needs to build on the ICC’s momentum 
by immediately committing to an intense diplo-
matic effort. I welcome Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton’s affirmative remarks on the ICC’s 
warrant, and I further encourage President 
Obama to appoint a full-time, high-level envoy 
to the region. We can and we must build on 
the ICC’s efforts to bring to justice those re-
sponsible for the atrocities in Darfur. 

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
March 9, 2009, l was tending to a family com-
mitment, for which the timing was not flexible. 

Had I been able to vote, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall No. 110; ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall No. 
111; ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall No. 112. 

f 

HONORING WINTER HAVEN AREA 
TRANSIT’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, the Winter 
Haven Area Transit (WHAT) began as a three- 
year pilot program funded jointly by the City of 
Winter Haven and the Polk County Board of 
County Commissioners. It is now celebrating 
its 10th anniversary, marked by a special time 
capsule ceremony on Tuesday, March 17, 
2009. 

WHAT served 47,553 riders in its first year 
and served 589,747 last year. WHAT now pro-
vides transportation to Bartow, Eagle Lake, 
Auburndale, Lake Alfred, Lake Wales, Haines 

City, Lakeland and Winter Haven. It has a fully 
functional state-of-the-art transit terminal serv-
ing thousands of riders each day. 

The WHAT is operated under the Citrus 
Connection, which serves Lakeland—another 
city in my district. The Citrus Connection esti-
mated that riders save $1,300 they would oth-
erwise spend on car expenses such as gas, 
title payments, maintenance, insurance, or 
parking fees. Given the pervasive ridership, 
the WHAT system puts money back in the 
pocket of taxpayers who would otherwise use 
it to unnecessarily sit in traffic. 

The WHAT system moves people more effi-
ciently to places of employment, shopping dis-
tricts, medical appointments, and generally im-
proves the quality of life of local residents. 

Finally, I would like to draw attention to Win-
ter Haven resident Larry Murphy, because this 
system would not have been put in place with-
out his efforts. Mr. Murphy gathered 175 sig-
natures on a petition and continually pushed 
his case before the city commission for the 
bus service. His efforts paid off and have been 
enjoyed by 2,687,618 riders over the past 10 
years. 

Mr. Murphy’s vision was to help people get 
where they needed to go. His advocacy is 
what got the Winter Haven Area Transit 
buses. His legacy is what keeps them moving 
forward. 

Happy 10th Anniversary to the Winter 
Haven Area Transit and a great thanks to Mr. 
Murphy. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FREEDOM 
FROM UNNECESSARY LITIGA-
TION ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce the Freedom from Unnecessary 
Litagation Act. As its title suggests, this bill 
provides an effective means of ensuring that 
those harmed during medical treatment re-
ceive fair compensation while reducing the 
burden of costly malpractice litigation on the 
health care system. This bill achieves its goal 
by providing a tax credit for negative out-
comes insurance purchased before medical 
treatment. The insurance will provide com-
pensation for any negative outcomes of the 
medical treatment. Patients can receive this 
insurance without having to go through lengthy 
litigation and without having to give away a 
large portion of their award to a trial lawyer. 

Relying on negative outcomes insurance in-
stead of litigation will also reduce the costs im-
posed on physicians, other health care pro-
viders, and hospitals by malpractice litigation. 
The Freedom from Unnecessary Litigation Act 
also promotes effective solutions to the mal-
practice crisis by making malpractice awards 
obtained through binding, voluntary arbitration 
tax-free. 

The malpractice crisis has contributed to the 
closing of a maternity ward in Philadelphia and 
a trauma center in Nevada. Several years 
ago, surgeons in West Virginia actually walked 
away from their jobs to protest increasing li-
ability rates. These are a few of the examples 
of how access to quality health care is jeop-

ardized by the epidemic of large, and medi-
cally questionable, malpractice awards, and 
the resulting increase in insurance rates. 

As is typical of Washington, most of the pro-
posed solutions to the malpractice problem in-
volve unconstitutional usurpations of areas 
best left to the states. These solutions also ig-
nore the root cause of the litigation crisis: the 
shift away from treating the doctor-patient rela-
tionship as a contractual one to viewing it as 
one governed by regulations imposed by in-
surance company functionaries, politicians, 
government bureaucrats, and trial lawyers. 
There is no reason why questions of the as-
sessment of liability and compensation cannot 
be determined by a private contractual agree-
ment between physicians and patients. The 
Freedom from Unnecessary Litigation Act is 
designed to take a step toward resolving these 
problems through private contracts. 

Using insurance, private contracts, and 
binding arbitration to resolve medical disputes 
benefits patients, who receive full compensa-
tion in a timelier manner than under the cur-
rent system. It also benefits physicians and 
hospitals, which are relieved of the costs as-
sociated with litigation. Since it will not cost as 
much to provide full compensation to an in-
jured patient, these bills should result in a re-
duction of malpractice premiums. The Free-
dom from Unnecessary Litigation Act benefits 
everybody except those trial lawyers who prof-
it from the current system. I hope all my col-
leagues will help end the malpractice crises 
while ensuring those harmed by medical inju-
ries receive just compensation by cospon-
soring my Freedom from Unnecessary Litiga-
tion Act. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JERRY PATTERSON 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Jerry Patterson, a native of Fort 
Dodge, Iowa, on being inducted into the Iowa 
High School Baseball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame. 

Jerry, a 70-year-old resident of Fort Dodge 
has done everything in the game of baseball. 
He played high school baseball in Fort Dodge, 
has coached for many years, and has even 
owned a ball park. Fort Dodge’s baseball field, 
Patterson Field, is named after Jerry. 

Jerry was recently honored in Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa in front of a crowd of approximately 
1,000 people from across the state. Patterson 
has been inducted to the Hall of Fame in 
honor of his passion, dedication, and contribu-
tions to the game of baseball and Fort Dodge. 

Jerry, who has been successfully battling 
cancer for over 12 years, continues to serve 
as an inspiration to his community, and his 
contributions have made a lasting impact 
across the state. I know that my colleagues in 
the United States Congress join me in con-
gratulating Jerry Patterson on his induction 
into the Hall of Fame. I consider it an honor 
to represent Jerry in Congress, and I wish him 
and his wife happiness and health in the fu-
ture. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 12, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the House Republican standards 
on earmarks, I am submitting the following in-
formation regarding earmarks I received as 
part of H.R. 1105, the Omnibus Appropriations 
Act, 2009: 

Requesting Member: Rep. CHRISTOPHER H. 
SMITH 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 

Account: Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA)—Health Facilities and 
Services 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Georgian 
Court University 

Address of Requesting Entity: 900 Lake-
wood Avenue, Lakewood, New Jersey 08701 

Description of Request: I have secured 
$190,000 for the Autism Institute for Training 
and Applied Research at Georgian Court Uni-
versity, Lakewood, New Jersey in Division F of 
the Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009. The In-
stitute will establish a statewide resource for 
parents, caregivers and healthcare profes-
sionals and provide development and in-serv-
ice training and outreach and conduct applied 
research on all facets of autism spectrum dis-
orders. Georgian Court University is com-
mitted to this project and is in the process of 
developing courses in autism and has hired a 
full-time faculty member devoted to autism re-
search. 

HONORING ANNE A. ANDREWS, 
FAIRFAX COUNTY’S CITIZEN OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Anne A. Andrews, 
Fairfax County’s Citizen of the Year. For over 
three decades, Anne Andrews has raised her 
voice for, and our awareness of, the needs of 
Fairfax County’s most vulnerable residents. 
She demonstrates an unparalleled dedication 
to helping others and is one of the most com-
mitted citizen leaders in the County. The pas-
sion she embodies is apparent in the expan-
siveness and intensity of volunteer services 
she has faithfully provided over the years. 

Anne is most well-known for her tireless 
commitment and dedicated service, for the 
past 34 years, as Convener of the Route One 
Task Force for Human Services, providing a 
collaborative forum for over 40 community and 
government representatives and community- 
based organizations. The Task Force has 
raised awareness of issues, developed capac-
ities to fill service gaps, and engaged wide 
community participation in enhancing mental 
health and homeless services as well as pro-
viding more accessible health care in the 
Richmond Highway area. 

Anne’s expertise lies in identifying a need 
and mobilizing an entire community to help 
serve that need. An excellent example is that 
of the Community Health Care Network 
(CHCN), formed in 1989, an organization that 
credits its formation largely to her tireless ad-
vocacy. It is one of the best resources to pro-
vide accessible, quality primary health care 
services for low income, uninsured, and 

underinsured residents. She was a key force 
behind pulling together community support, 
helping establish the CHCN that today enrolls 
over 20,000 residents each year through three 
community health care centers. Since its be-
ginning, she has served as a stalwart member 
of the CHCN Community Advisory Committee. 

Anne also championed the establishment of 
the Program of Assertive Community Treat-
ment (PACT), providing comprehensive, com-
munity-based services in areas of treatment, 
rehabilitation, and support for the most se-
verely mentally ill members of our community 
for whom traditional clinic-based treatments 
have been insufficient. She was unanimously 
elected to lead the Southeast Health Planning 
Task Force, established to develop strategies 
to provide enhanced services and deliver ac-
cessible health care in southeastern Fairfax 
County. Anne co-revived a Citizen’s Advisory 
Board to strengthen the Mount Vernon Center 
for Community Mental Health. The Board as-
sists in improved service delivery, advocates 
for expanded mental health programs, and 
provides citizen advice on mental health 
issues and policies. 

Under Anne’s leadership, the first shelter for 
the homeless in Fairfax County was estab-
lished in the Richmond Corridor. More re-
cently, she facilitated a community tie-in to the 
county’s hypothermia project. 

Anne remains a steady and effective advo-
cate for community-based mental health treat-
ment and community access to health care, 
particularly for the most vulnerable members 
of our community. There are few people who 
take the time and energy to affect a commu-
nity so greatly and as positively as Anne. Due 
to her outstanding contributions and persistent 
efforts, Fairfax County is a healthier commu-
nity, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Anne Andrews as the 2008 Fair-
fax County Citizen of the Year. 
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