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while he is guided exclusively by prag-
matism (in economics, social policy, foreign
policy) and science in medical ethics.

Science has everything to say about what
is possible. Science has nothing to say about
what is permissible. Obama’s pretense that
he will ‘‘restore science to its rightful place”’
and make science, not ideology, dispositive
in moral debates is yet more rhetorical
sleight of hand—this time to abdicate deci-
sion-making and color his own ideological
preferences as authentically ‘‘scientific.”

Dr. James Thomson, the pioneer of embry-
onic stem cells, said ‘‘if human embryonic
stem cell research does not make you at
least a little bit uncomfortable, you have not
thought about it enough.” Obama clearly
has not.

——
KENYA

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, two
human rights defenders, Oscar Kamau
Kingara and John Paul Oulu, were
murdered in the streets of Nairobi,
Kenya 2 weeks ago. I was deeply sad-
dened to learn of these murders and
join the call of TU.S. Ambassador
Ranneberger for an immediate, com-
prehensive and transparent investiga-
tion of this crime. At the same time,
we cannot view these murders simply
in isolation; these murders are part of
a continuing pattern of extrajudicial
killings with impunity in Kenya. The
slain activists were outspoken on the
participation of Kenya’s police in such
killings and the continuing problem of
corruption throughout Kenya’s secu-
rity sector. If these and other under-
lying rule of law problems are not ad-
dressed, there is a very real potential
for political instability and armed con-
flict to return to Kenya.

In December 2007, Kenya made inter-
national news headlines as violence
erupted after its general elections.
Over 1,000 people were killed, and the
international community, under the
leadership of Kofi Annan, rallied to
broker a power-sharing agreement and
stabilize the government. In the imme-
diate term, this initiative stopped the
violence from worsening and has since
been hailed as an example of successful
conflict resolution. But as too often
happens, once the agreement was
signed and the immediate threats re-
ceded, diplomatic engagement was
scaled down. Now over a year later,
while the power-sharing agreement re-
mains intact, the fundamental prob-
lems that led to the violence in Decem-
ber 2007 remain unchanged. In some
cases, they have even become worse.

Last October, the independent Com-
mission of Inquiry on Post-Election Vi-
olence, known as the Waki Commis-
sion, issued its final report. The Com-
mission called for the Kenyan govern-
ment to establish a special tribunal to
seek accountability for persons bearing
the greatest responsibility for the vio-
lence after the elections. It also rec-
ommended immediate and comprehen-
sive reform of Kenya’s police service.
Philip Alston, the U.N. Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial Kkillings,
echoed that recommendation in his re-
port, which was released last month.
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Alston found the police had been wide-
ly involved in the post-election vio-
lence and continue to carry out care-
fully planned extrajudicial Kkillings.
The Special Rapporteur also identified
systematic shortcomings and the need
for reform in the judiciary and Office
of the Attorney General.

Despite these official reports, there
has been very little action toward im-
plementing these recommendations.
The Kenyan government has not taken
steps to establish the special tribunal.
The police commissioner and attorney
general, both heavily implicated in
these problems, remain in their respec-
tive posts. Meanwhile, reported scan-
dals involving maize and oil imports
suggest that public corruption in
Kenya remains pervasive and may be
getting worse. This is generating in-
creased public resentment that can
easily be exploited by armed militias
and turn violent. I am especially wor-
ried about these heightened hostilities
given the tensions expected to sur-
round Kenya’s census, which is sched-
uled for later this year and the poten-
tial for them to flow over into next
year’s constitutional referendum, and
ultimately the 2012 general elections.

There is a lot of talk these days
about conflict prevention. I see no
greater opportunity for conflict pre-
vention in Africa right now than in
Kenya. The international community
needs to coordinate its efforts to en-
sure the Kenyan government addresses
these fundamental problems of govern-
ance and rule of law. The United States
has a key role to play in this regard,
especially given our longstanding and
historic partnership with Kenya. To
that end, I was pleased that FBI Direc-
tor Robert Mueller visited Kenya 2
weeks ago and delivered a very clear
message: ‘‘Public corruption should be
a priority for all investigation and
prosecution agencies in the country.”
We need to consistently reiterate that
message and we need to back it up with
concrete actions that both support re-
form and sanction individuals found
guilty of kleptocracy.

In the months ahead, Kenya must get
more attention from our senior govern-
ment officials. I hope the Obama ad-
ministration’s nominee for Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs
will be ready to give it that attention
and develop an effective strategy for
preventing conflict there. Allowing the
status quo to persist will be far more
costly in the long run. Kenya is an ex-
tremely important country for the sta-
bility of the Horn of Africa and East
Africa; it is a country of great talent
and entrepreneurship, rich history and
diversity. With all those strengths, a
promising and peaceful future is pos-
sible for Kenya and we must help its
people to attain it.

——

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH

ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid-
June, I asked Idahoans to share with
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me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by
the hundreds. The stories, numbering
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and
touching. While energy prices have
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns
expressed remain very relevant. To re-
spect the efforts of those who took the
opportunity to share their thoughts, I
am submitting every e-mail sent to me
through an address set up specifically
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. This is not an issue that will
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard.
Their stories not only detail their
struggles to meet everyday expenses,
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can
do now to tackle this problem and find
solutions that last beyond today. I ask
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Gas prices have not only affected our fam-
ily for our vehicle but also in heating fuel.
We live 15 miles from town and from our
jobs, costing us an increase of $400-500 a
month. Our heating bills went from $89 to
$389 a month. That has had great impact our
family. I am sure that it has on many fami-
lies. Our hope is that our legislators will find
us the resources that available to lower the
costs. The cost of living is above our wages
for many people. Be it the wind and solar
power something needs to done. Thank you
for your time.

CINDY.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment. I
am an architect and travel to construction
sites. It is obvious. The cost goes up so I
compromise with my clients; the price goes
up a little to them and my already slim mar-
gin goes down. Everything is affected: trans-
portation costs more so building materials
cost more so we get less buildings and infra-
structure for our money. My family gets to
do less together.

The nonsense is everywhere. In Boise our
Mayor wants to reinstitute a street car sys-
tem. Why not create better bus schedules so
people will ride and save billions? The ‘‘envi-
ronmentalists’ do not want us to recover our
own resources because they are looking at
the processes of oil, timber and mining of 50
and 100 years ago, not giving credit to the
enormous progress those industries have
made in their processes.

We have become a nation that consumes
exponentially more than it produces. If we
do not repair that imbalance, it will con-
sume us destructively! Get the supply side in
balance. Use our own resources. Bring much
manufacturing home. (The unions have al-
ready priced themselves out of the market.
They may have to give a little.) Extract our
own resources in the environmentally safe
and sound ways that are now known. Then
do not export our resources.

Lastly, as I have been saying for 20 years,
explore and support development of all log-
ical alternative energy sources.

Thanks for the opportunity to do my own
pontificating!!

DAVID, Boise.

Because all of the food in our area is
trucked in the price of groceries is naturally
going to go up. I worry about the young peo-
ple that do not have large incomes and have
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