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day our veterans retire that uniform to the 
day that they are put to rest—and that con-
tinues on for their families. 

Without this commitment, I might not be 
here today. After all, my grandfather en-
listed after Pearl Harbor and went on to 
march in Patton’s Army. My grandmother 
worked on a bomber assembly line while he 
was gone. My mother was born at Fort Leav-
enworth while he was away. When my grand-
father returned, he went to college on the GI 
Bill; bought his first home with a loan from 
the FHA; moved his family west, all the way 
to Hawaii, where he and my grandmother 
helped to raise me. 

And I think about my grandfather when-
ever I have the privilege of meeting the 
young men and women who serve in our mili-
tary today. They are our best and brightest, 
and they’re our bravest—enlisting in a time 
of war; enduring tour after tour of duty; 
serving with honor under the most difficult 
circumstances; and making sacrifices that 
many of us cannot begin to imagine. The 
same can be said of their families. As my 
wife, Michelle, has seen firsthand during vis-
its to military bases across this country, we 
don’t just deploy our troops in a time of 
war—we deploy their families, too. 

So while the mission of this department is 
always vital, it is even more so during long 
and difficult conflicts like those that we’re 
engaged in today. Because when the guns fi-
nally fall silent and the cameras are turned 
off and our troops return home, they deserve 
the same commitment from their govern-
ment as my grandparents received. 

Last month, I announced my strategy for 
ending the war in Iraq. And I made it very 
clear that this strategy would not end with 
military plans and diplomatic agendas, but 
would endure through my commitment to 
upholding our sacred trust with every man 
and woman who has served this country. And 
the same holds true for our troops serving in 
Afghanistan. 

The homecoming we face over the next 
year and a half will be the true test of this 
commitment: whether we will stand with our 
veterans as they face new challenges—phys-
ical, psychological and economic—here at 
home. 

I intend to start that work by making good 
on my pledge to transform the Department 
of Veterans Affairs for the 21st century. 
That’s an effort that, under Secretary 
Shinseki’s leadership, all of you have al-
ready begun—conducting a thorough review 
of your operations all across this agency. 
And I intend to support this effort not just 
with words of encouragement, but with re-
sources. That’s why the budget I sent to Con-
gress increases funding for this department 
by $25 billion over the next five years. 

With this budget, we don’t just fully fund 
our VA health care program—we expand it to 
serve an additional 500,000 veterans by 2013; 
to provide better health care in more places; 
and to dramatically improve services related 
to mental health and injuries like Post- 
Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic 
Brain Injury. We also invest in the tech-
nology to cut red tape and ease the transi-
tion from active duty. And we provide new 
help for homeless veterans, because those he-
roes have a home—it’s the country they 
served, the United States of America. And 
until we reach a day when not a single vet-
eran sleeps on our nation’s streets, our work 
remains unfinished. (Applause.) 

Finally, in this new century, it’s time to 
heed the lesson of history, that our returning 
veterans can form the backbone of our mid-
dle class—by implementing a GI Bill for the 
21st century. I know you’re working hard 
under a tough deadline, but I am confident 
that we will be ready for August 1st. And 
that’s how we’ll show our servicemen and 

women that when you come home to Amer-
ica, America will be here for you. That’s how 
we will ensure that those who have ‘‘borne 
the battle’’—and their families—will have 
every chance to live out their dreams. 

I’ve had the privilege of meeting so many 
of these heroes. Some of the most inspiring 
are those that I’ve met in places like Walter 
Reed—young men and women who’ve lost a 
limb or even their ability to take care of 
themselves, but who never lose the pride 
they feel for their country. And that is, after 
all, what led them to wear the uniform in 
the first place—their unwavering belief in 
the idea of America; that no matter where 
you come from, what you look like, who 
your parents are, this is a place where any-
thing is possible, where anyone can make it, 
where we take care of each other and look 
out for each other—especially for those 
who’ve sacrificed so much for this country. 

These are the ideals that generations of 
Americans have fought for and bled for and 
died for. These are the ideals at the core of 
your mission—a mission that dates back be-
fore our founding—one taken up by our first 
President years before he took office, back 
when he served as Commander-in-Chief of 
the Continental Army. Then-General Wash-
ington fought tirelessly to support the vet-
erans of America’s Revolutionary War. Such 
support, he argued, should ‘‘never be consid-
ered as a pension or gratuity . . .’’ Rather, 
‘‘. . . it was the price of their blood,’’ and of 
our independence; ‘‘. . . it is, therefore,’’ he 
said, ‘‘more than a common debt, it is a debt 
of honor . . .’’ A debt of honor. 

Washington understood that caring for our 
veterans was more than just a way of thank-
ing them for their service. He recognized the 
obligation is deeper than that—that when 
our fellow citizens commit themselves to 
shed blood for us, that binds our fates with 
theirs in a way that nothing else can. And in 
the end, caring for those who have given 
their fullest measure of devotion to us—and 
for their families—is a matter of honor—as a 
nation and as a people. 

That’s a responsibility you hold, that’s the 
work that you do—repaying that debt of 
honor, a debt we can never fully discharge. 
And I know it’s not always easy. I know 
there’s much work ahead to transform this 
agency for the 21st century. But I have the 
fullest confidence that with Secretary 
Shinseki’s leadership, and with the hard 
work of the men and women of this depart-
ment, we will fulfill our sacred trust and 
serve our returning heroes as well as they’ve 
served us. 

Thank you. God bless you, and may God 
bless the United States of America. Thank 
you, everybody. 
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Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, Wilcox 
County recently lost a dear friend, and I rise 
today to honor Mildred Juanita Nettles Cook 
and pay tribute to her memory. 

A lifelong resident of Arlington, Mrs. Cook 
graduated from Wilcox County High School 
and, in 1940, she graduated with honors from 
Alabama State College for Women in 
Montevallo. 

Mrs. Cook was also a lifelong member of 
the Arlington United Methodist Church, where 
she served as treasurer and Sunday school 

superintendent for many years. She was also 
a member of the United Methodist Women 
and the Friday Afternoon Club. She was a 
member of Alabama Charter Chapter #36 
United Daughters of the Confederacy and the 
Lt. Joseph M. Wilcox Chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. She served 
as president of both the Alabama Division and 
the General Division of the UDC and was 
known and respected throughout the nation for 
her leadership in both the Daughters of the 
Confederacy and the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution. 

Mrs. Cook was a charter director of the 
Town-Country National Bank in Camden. She 
also served as treasurer of the Arlington Meth-
odist Community and Cemetery Foundation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout south 
Alabama. ‘‘Miss Mildred’’ will be dearly missed 
by her family—her sons, Daniel Bragg Cook 
Jr. and his wife Angela, Samuel McPherson 
Cook and his wife Claudia, and Abe Crum 
Cook III and his wife Helen; her grandchildren, 
Jennifer Mildred Cook Nice, Richard Daniel 
Cook, Samuel McPherson Cook Jr., John 
Roan Cook, Claudina Pereira, Marian Denisse 
Cook, Abe Crum Cook IV, Braxton Dauphin 
Cook, and Kathryn Elizabeth Cook; her great- 
grandchildren, Leina Tsou Cook, Anara Tsou 
Cook, and Samuel Rikard Cook; and many 
nieces, nephews, and cousins—as well as the 
countless friends she leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
during this difficult time. 
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A TRIBUTE TO JOYLENE WAGNER 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 19, 2009 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Joylene Wagner of Glendale, 
California. Every March we celebrate Wom-
en’s History Month in recognition of the con-
tributions and the sacrifices made by our na-
tion’s women. Accordingly it is my privilege to 
highlight Mrs. Wagner as a woman whose ex-
traordinary efforts are vital to my district. 

Born and raised in Monrovia, California, 
Joylene graduated in 1976 from University of 
California, Santa Cruz with a degree in West-
ern Civilization and continued on to the Uni-
versity of San Diego’s Legal Assistant pro-
gram. During her five years working as a liti-
gation paralegal in San Diego and later in Los 
Angeles, she served on the founding board of 
the San Diego Association of Legal Assistants 
and in the La Jolla University/Community Cho-
rus and Orchestra Association. 

Joylene and her husband Robert moved to 
Glendale in 1981, where they both became 
active in the Adams Hill Homeowners Associa-
tion. They are very proud of their 3 children, 
who all attended Glendale schools. Their 
daughter Meg now teaches children with au-
tism in Fairfax County, Virginia, son Will 
serves on the staff of Senator ARLEN SPECTER, 
and son Nick will graduate from Glendale High 
School this year. 

Since 1985, in addition to singing in the 
First United Methodist Church choir, Joylene 
has split her time between volunteering in the 
schools and community and working part-time 
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