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Brooklyn. Church Women United (CWU) is the 
world’s largest ecumenical movement of Chris-
tian women. Under Mrs. Perry’s leadership, 
the movement’s membership has increased to 
include over 700 Christian women. It is the 
largest unit of CWU in the country. 

In response to shrewd spiritual insight, Mrs. 
Perry conceived the idea for an observance 
centered around the ‘‘Seven Last Words of 
Christ.’’ For the past 25 years ecumenical wor-
ship begins at 7:00 A.M. on Good Friday and 
the attendance continues to grow. These serv-
ices have been held in various community 
churches and have continued to draw over 
4000 worshipers. Participants travel through-
out the metropolitan area and from many other 
parts of the United States to attend this annual 
worship celebration. Additionally, she orga-
nized the initial Annual Award’s Luncheon for 
the organization and continues to provide her 
expertise in this worthy cause today. 

Under Mrs. Perry’s leadership, the Brooklyn 
Unit of CWU sponsors many other activities to 
raise funds to make contributions to others in 
need, including: Holiday sharing, contributions 
to World Church Services, Rose F. Kennedy 
Residence for Girls, Project Teen Aid, Herbert 
G. Birch Services, Antigua/Barbuda Cultural 
Society, Inc, Fund for Burned Churches, Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant Volunteer Ambulatory Service, 
Hurricane Floyd Victims in North Carolina and 
they provide aid to orphaned foreign sisters 
living in the U.S. She is also affiliated with 
Berean Missionary Baptist Church, The Wom-
en’s Civic League of Abyssinian Baptist 
Church, the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus, 
the Eastern Baptist Association, Spouses of 
the Black Congressional Caucus and is a 
member of the National Council of Negro 
Women of Brooklyn. 

She has won numerous awards for her work 
including: Women of the Year Award—The 
National Conference of Christians and Jews, 
Salute to Brooklyn Women Leadership Hu-
manitarian Award—The Brooklyn League, The 
Woman’s History Month Honoree—Brooklyn 
District Attorney, The Caribbean American 
Award—Chamber of Commerce, Outstanding 
Service Award—The Council of Churches, City 
of N.Y., Woman of Influence Award—Brooklyn 
YWCA, Thomas R. Fortune Community Serv-
ice Award—Unity Democratic Club, Valiant 
Woman Award—Church Women United, 
Sandy F. Ray Award—Religious and Humani-
tarian Award—Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
Religious Award—People’s Institutional AME 
Church, Religious Award—New Life Taber-
nacle Life Changing Ministries, Congressional 
Record United States House of Representa-
tives, Woman of the Year for Community 
Service—Bridge Street AME Church, ‘‘Brook-
lyn Women of Essence’’ Con Edison and, fi-
nally, National Association of Negro Business 
and Professional Women, Global Ministries 
Humanitarian Award and International Affairs 
Division. 

After working for 18 years for Borough 
President Howard Golden as Liaison to the 
Christian Community, Borough President, 
Marty Markowitz appointed her as Good Will 
Ambassador for Brooklyn Churches. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to rise today to recog-
nize an outstanding public servant in Northern 
Virginia. This individual has demonstrated su-
perior dedication to public safety and has 
been awarded the prestigious Valor Award by 
the Prince William County Regional Chamber 
of Commerce. 

It is with great pride that I submit into the 
RECORD the name of the recipient of the 2009 
Valor Award serving in the Occoquan- 
Woodbridge-Lorton Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. 

Recipient of the Silver Valor Award: Fire-
fighter Kurt Bolland. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of the men and women 
who serve in the Occoquan-Woodbridge- 
Lorton Volunteer Fire Department. Their ef-
forts, made on behalf of the citizens of Prince 
William County, are selfless acts of heroism 
and truly merit our highest praise. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in applauding these re-
markable individuals. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Angeli R. Rasbury. 

Angeli Rasbury is a writer, educator, artist, 
attorney and founder of Griot Reading Pro-
grams, which is dedicated to promoting lit-
eracy among youth of African descent and 
Black literature. She teaches poetry and cre-
ative writing to children as young as five- 
years-old and teens at the Brooklyn- 
Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation and New 
York Writers Coalition. She has facilitated 
book clubs for middle school and high school 
students and elders. The reading scores of 
every middle school student with whom she 
worked improved. Her writing students have 
received awards from teachers and city coun-
cil members. She has been an instructor of 
creative nonfiction and memoir at the Fred-
erick Douglass Creative Arts Center in New 
York City and has taught creative writing, col-
lege composition and African American lit-
erature at Molloy College in Long Island. Ms. 
Rasbury has worked with girls in a rites of 
passage program and works with girls in-
volved in the juvenile-justice system. She has 
organized readings and book programs for 
children, including programs for the annual 
Rhymes, Rhythms and Rituals Festival spon-
sored by African Voices, and literary programs 
for the adults. She has worked with elders, 
collecting oral history for Elders Share the 

Arts. She has been a panelist in the grant re-
view process for artists for the Brooklyn Arts 
Council. Ms. Rasbury is a member of the New 
Renaissance Writers Guild and has been a 
member of the Richard Wright Project and 
PEN American Center Open Book Committee. 

As the youth services community and part-
nerships associate at the central branch of the 
Brooklyn Public Library, Ms. Rasbury has pro-
vided family-oriented Kwanza and Martin Lu-
ther King Program, Jr. Day programs where 
the focus is the young people in our commu-
nity. She has provided a monthly art program 
for two years and provided an opportunity for 
our youth to work with award-winning and 
emerging artists, providing arts enrichment for 
youth and supporting the artists. She has 
partnered with various community organiza-
tions to promote literacy and youth and com-
munity development. A former editor for Black 
Issues Book Review and QBR: The Black 
Book Review, other magazines, and commu-
nity newspapers. Her essays, book reviews, 
profiles, features and interviews have been 
published in Essence, American Legacy, Black 
Enterprise, The Source, Vibe, and other mag-
azines and online at womensenews.com, for 
which she is the girls’ beat reporter and fo-
cuses on detention and incarceration topics. 
She received a PASS Award (the only national 
recognition of print and broadcast journalists, 
TV news and feature reporters, producers, 
and writers, and those in film and literature 
who try to focus America’s attention on our 
criminal justice system, juvenile justice sys-
tem, and child welfare systems in a thoughtful 
and considerate manner) from the National 
Council on Crime and Delinquency for her arti-
cle ‘‘Out of Jail, Mothers Struggle to Reclaim 
Children’’. Ms. Rasbury’s short stories have 
appeared in Anansi: Fiction of the African Di-
aspora. She has been quoted in the New York 
Times, Mosaic and Brooklyn Rail and co-edit-
ed Sacred Fire: The QBR 100 Essential Black 
Books. She was awarded the DorisJean Aus-
tin Fellowship for African American Fiction 
Writers by the Frederick Douglass Creative 
Arts Center and has been a panelist at writing 
and publishing conferences. She performed in 
Talkin’ Brooklyn: A Story Circle Showcase of 
Elders Share the Arts and Diary of a Mad 
Black Feminist. 

Angeli Rasbury has been keynote speaker 
for the Yellow Rose Awards Program for New 
York University’s College of Arts and Science 
and the Brooklyn Public Library’s Friends and 
Volunteers luncheon. She holds a B.S. from 
Syracuse University and a J.D. from Temple 
University. She practiced criminal defense law 
as a senior attorney with the Legal Aid Soci-
ety, Criminal Defense Division. She has taught 
high school students various areas of the law 
and civil rights issues through the Law Edu-
cation and Assistance Program and the New 
York Civil Rights Coalition and was executive 
director of the Nkitu Center for Education and 
Culture. Her photography has been published 
and exhibited. In her spare time she designs 
jewelry and loves to travel. She lives in Brook-
lyn, New York. She spends a lot of time with 
her nieces and nephews, family and friends. 
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HONORING THE PRINCE WILLIAM 

COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 19, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to rise today to recog-
nize an outstanding group of public servants in 
Northern Virginia. These individuals have 
demonstrated superior dedication to public 
safety and have been awarded the prestigious 
Valor Award by the Prince William County Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce. 

It is with great pride that I submit into the 
RECORD the names of the recipients of the 
2009 Valor Awards serving in the Prince Wil-
liam County Police Department. 

Recipient of the Lifesaving Award: Officer 
Stephen Mercer 

Recipients of the Merit Award: Officer 
Cottrell Derrick, Officer Jessica Tacha 

Recipients of the Hillary Robinette Award: 
Detective Liam Burke, Detective Todd 
Troutner 

Recipients of the Bronze Valor Award: 
Henry DeGeneste, Officer Jeanne West 

Madam Speaker, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of the men and women 
who serve in the Prince William County Police 
Department. Their efforts, made on behalf of 

the citizens of Prince William County, are self-
less acts of heroism and truly merit our high-
est praise. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
applauding these remarkable individuals. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BETTY J. GIBBS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 19, 2009 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Betty J. Gibbs, a nurturing 
presence who has been working with the chil-
dren of Brooklyn for 40 years. 

Ms. Betty J. Gibbs, lovingly known to her 
students as Ms. G and ‘‘Granny’’ to her 
‘‘grandbabies,’’ has been an influential figure 
in the lives of so many people. Ms. Gibbs 
began her work with students in January of 
1968 as a paraprofessional with the NYC 
Board of Education. She held this position 
until 1998. She provided general supervision 
and instruction to small groups of children 
from grades one through six in math and read-
ing. 

In June of 1979, Ms. Gibbs became Site 
Supervisor for St. Christopher’s Group Home. 
There, Ms. Gibbs was responsible for over-
seeing the home and the care of the girls that 
comprised the home, ensuring all the neces-

sities and personal needs are met. She re-
mained a positive inspiration in their lives until 
August of 1988. 

Ms. Betty Gibbs obtained a position as the 
After School Program Director for Junior High 
School 275. There, she managed all aspects 
of the program. She held that position from 
March 1987, until June of 1988. 

Throughout this time, Ms. Gibbs managed 
to go to school for herself obtaining an A.A.S, 
from New York Community College in 1973 
and a B.A. of Education from Medgar Evers 
College in 1988. 

In 1981, Ms. Gibbs became the Site Super-
visor for the Jackie Robinson Center for Phys-
ical Culture. For the following 12 years she di-
rected the ten components that comprised the 
program, as well as developed a multitude of 
events to help unify the community sur-
rounding the center. 

In June of 2003, Ms. Gibbs began working 
with the Soul Tigers Marching Band, Inc., as 
Assistant Band Director. There, she is like a 
second mother to the children. All the students 
love her and appreciate her nurturing pres-
ence in their lives. 

She has won a number of awards in her life 
including: Unsung Hero (1996), Diamond 
Award (1993), and awards from The Joint 
Board of Ushers (1983), the United Commu-
nity Baptist Church (1982) and Junior Glee 
Choir St. Marks Church (1976). 
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