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Aside from being the recognized leader of
her party and a worldwide symbol for peace,
freedom and democracy, Aung San Suu Kyi
was the recipient of the Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought in 1990, given by the Eu-
ropean Union, and the Nobel Peace Prize in
1991.

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, |
ask that you to join me in calling for the un-
conditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi and
honoring the courage and conviction with
which she lives her life.

———————
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Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, El Paso,
Texas is extremely fortunate to have some of
the best teachers in the state and the country.
As a parent and grandparent, | am appre-
ciative of the work and dedication of our
teachers and | want to take this opportunity to
acknowledge the life and work of the late Mrs.
Rita Harlien, a former teacher at Eastwood
High School in the Ysleta Independent School
District, for her dedication to her students and
her designation as the 1982 Texas Teacher of
the Year. Mrs. Rita Harlien received the high-
est honor that the State of Texas can award
and her work with children is long lasting and
enduring. Her children and the legacy she left
behind remain alive in the community of El
Paso, Texas.

While teaching at Eastwood High School,
her students competed in many University
Interscholastic League State competitions and
won a state championship in debate. In 1978
she was selected as Speech Teacher of the
Year. In 1981 she served as President of the
Texas Speech Communication Association.
While working for the El Paso Independent
School District, she completed her administra-
tion certification and coauthored two speech
textbooks. After serving six years in adminis-
tration, as a Facilitator of Academic Competi-
tion, in the EI Paso District, Mrs. Harlien’s love
for teaching beckoned her back to Eastwood
High School where she taught drama until she
retired from teaching in 1998, after 34 years of
service.

Mrs. Rita Harlien is part of a larger history
of educational excellence in El Paso. | am
proud to note that to date El Paso area edu-
cators have been chosen as Texas Teachers
of the Year nine times. The National Teacher
of the Year Program began in 1952 and con-
tinues as the oldest, most prestigious national
honors program that focuses public attention
on excellence in teaching.

| am proud of the work of our teachers, and
| am committed to ensuring that education re-
mains a top priority in this Congress.
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Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise to honor Lt. Clifford Saucier for
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his 39 years of dedicated service with the
Southington Police Department. Lt. Saucier
began his career with the Southington Police
Department in March 1969 as a super-
numerary officer. In February of 1970 he
joined the department as a full time patrolman
and was a member of the first class to grad-
uate from the Connecticut Police Academy
(POST). Throughout his 39 years of full time
service, Lt. Saucier demonstrated his commit-
ment to the badge, the department and the
community he serves.

During his tenure, Lt. Saucier held diverse
positions while attaining the ranks of detective,
sergeant and lieutenant. He served as the Cri-
sis Incident Commander, chief hostage nego-
tiator, police union president and interned with
the State’s Attorney’s Office as a criminal in-
vestigator.

Throughout his career Lt. Saucier has con-
tinuously displayed his commitment to improv-
ing himself and his peers by receiving training
in over twenty disciplines, giving lectures and
collaborating with other agencies. His service
has been recognized by civic and professional
organizations, receiving the “Honorable and
Exceptional Merit Award” from the South-
ington Police Department, the “Distinguish
Service Award, Man of the Year” from the
Southington Jaycees and the “Public Safety
Citation” awarded by the B.P.O.E. Southington
Lodge No. 1669.

| thank Lt. Saucier for his 39 years of dedi-
cated public service to the First District of
Connecticut, and | ask my colleagues to join
with me in congratulating him on his retire-
ment.

———
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Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, |
rise to recognize the accomplishments of an
outstanding lawyer who has recently retired
from the federal bench, the Honorable U.W.
Clemon.

U.W. Clemon’s ascension from racial apart-
heid in Alabama to the federal bench is a tes-
tament to the quickening pace of justice in the
late twentieth century. His path is also evi-
dence of how much that rising arc of justice
depended on the stamina and the will of indi-
vidual black Americans who resisted the per-
manence of segregation.

When | trace U.W. Clemon’s life, | am
struck by how undeterred he was by the cru-
elty of his times. He was not yet a legal adult
when he dared to testify to Birmingham’s City
Council that segregation ordinances had no
valid legal authority. He was ejected from the
council chambers and labeled an “agitator”
and a “militant” for his efforts. Young Clemon
was assigned by movement leaders to risk ar-
rest by entering the Birmingham Public Li-
brary’s segregated chambers. Through all of
this, he knew that Birmingham’s police had
been vicious enough to brutalize children
much younger than him.

Clemon emphatically rejected the premise
that even smart and brave young black men
had no professional future in Alabama. He
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saw no reason why the valedictorian at a fine
black college, Miles University, shouldn’t also
be a Columbia man with an Ivy League law
degree.

It would have been forgivable if Clemon had
used his Ivy League ticket to escape the
South—frankly, | would have if | had been his
contemporary and numerous others did. The
“agitator” in him won out, and the former stu-
dent activist was soon camped out in Ala-
bama’s courts litigating to enforce school de-
segregation orders that had been withering on
the vine. False memory says that a black
U.S.C. running back’s exemplary performance
against the University’s football team moved
the legendary “Bear” Bryant to recruit black
athletes; in reality, it was a lawsuit filed by
young attorney Clemon.

This initial pioneering phase of his life is the
first reason U.W. Clemon will be honored on
May 7, 2009 by the Alabama Civil Justice
Foundation. The second reason is the char-
acter of the public service he has provided the
citizens of my state. State Senator U.W.
Clemon distinguished himself by the battles he
waged to obtain representation for blacks on
the governing board of state agencies and uni-
versities. Part of the reason for progress was
undoubtedly Governor George Wallace's soft-
ening stance on race. Much another, major
part of the reason state boards came to re-
semble the state’s population was Senator
Clemon’s persistence and his effectiveness.

When Clemon was nominated for the fed-
eral bench, the history making nature of the
appointment guaranteed opposition and some
of it was personal and ferocious. His stance
against the constitutionality of the death pen-
alty was used against him; his role in the polit-
ical process was described as the wrong prep-
aration for a judicial temperament— a curious
claim to make to a Senate that had confirmed
Governor Earl Warren and Republican activist
William Rehnquist to the Supreme Court. It
was even intimated that a civil rights litigator
might have an untoward bias toward black
plaintiffs.

Clemon won the fight, and the prize of being
the first black federal judge in my state’s his-
tory. The subsequent twenty nine years are a
model of judicial courage. Clemon’s rulings
have made my state’s mental hospitals and its
county jails more hospitable to human beings.
His decisions have undone some of the envi-
ronmental ravages that were becoming routine
costs of doing business in some counties. His
single-handed implementation of a more inclu-
sive jury selection wheel means that the ad-
ministration of justice is more diverse than it is
in any other federal district in my state, and
that is a good thing if you conclude that the
appearance of equal justice is an institutional
value in its own right.

This record of robust interpretation of the
ideal of equal justice is the legacy Judge
Clemon leaves. | have never understood the
notion that the law is unreservedly neutral or
that its interpretation is unconnected to a
judge’s deeply held sentiments of what kind of
America we should aspire to be. Plessy v.
Ferguson arose out of a value scheme, one
that disfavored people of my kind and was in-
herently skeptical of our capacity for common
ground. Brown v. Board is a variant of yet an-
other value, one that trusts the capacity for
collective gain if we are freed from bigotry and
its stigmas. Both decisions arose out of the
reading of the same constitutional clauses.
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