S4498

We have heard the arguments and now
is the time to vote. We need an ambas-
sador in Iraq. We need this ambassador
in Iraq.

This should not be a controversial
nomination. Ambassador Hill is a prov-
en expert negotiator. He is a problem
solver and one of the best diplomats we
have in the corps. As has been dis-
cussed, he has a great deal of experi-
ence with the skills that matter the
most for the resolution of the remain-
ing issues in Iraq, and he has been par-
ticularly involved in ethnic and sec-
tarian conflicts not unlike those he
will face when he gets over there. He
has worked on multiparty inter-
national negotiations, and he is going
to have to bring every skill he has
learned in the fullness of his career to
this task.

Particularly, I want to say we join
Senator BROWNBACK in expressing the
full concern of every Member of the
Senate that we give meaning to the
words ‘‘never again.” That is a solemn
responsibility. It is a solemn responsi-
bility particularly on this Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

But it is also clear from the record,
from Secretary Rice’s own words, that
the decision to leave the Special Envoy
for Human Rights out of these negotia-
tions was not made by Chris Hill and
we should not, in our votes today, hold
that decision of his superiors against
Chris Hill. It was a decision which Sec-
retary Rice has spoken to publicly and
I think we have addressed the major
concern that was raised by the Senator
from Kansas.

We have also shown the fullness of
Chris Hill’s own record on human
rights and I think that record speaks
for itself.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
of the Senator has expired.

Mr. KERRY. I thank the Chair and
look forward to this vote. I hope it will
be an overwhelming vote in favor of
our ambassador to Iraq.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the cloture motion
with respect to the motion to proceed
to S. 386 be withdrawn, and that on
Wednesday, following a period of morn-
ing business, the Senate proceed to the
consideration of Calendar No. 28, S. 386.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. There will be no further
rollcall votes today, of course after the
Hill vote. Tomorrow we will consider
financial fraud legislation. I encourage
those Members who have indicated to
the managers interest in offering
amendments or coming to speak on the
bill, that they do that. I have spoken
to the Republican leader today. He said
he believes there are a number of
amendments—not long in number—
that the Republicans wish to offer. We
solicit those amendments. There could
be several amendments from this side
also. It would be good if we could get to
legislating on this tomorrow.
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I also say I think it set a good tone.
We should not have to file cloture on
every motion to proceed. I appreciate
very much the Republicans not necessi-
tating that wasteful vote. This bill has
been on the calendar and available
since March 5. No one has to be con-
cerned about not having seen this fi-
nancial fraud legislation.

Members who have amendments
should be ready to go forward with
them tomorrow morning.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Chris-
topher R. Hill, of Rhode Island, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Career Minister, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Iraq?

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) and the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. KYL. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 73,
nays 23, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 159 Ex.]

YEAS—T3
Akaka Feingold Merkley
Alexander Feinstein Mikulski
Barrasso Gillibrand Murkowski
Baucus Gregg Murray
Bayh Hagan Nelson (NE)
Begich Harkin Nelson (FL)
Bennet Hutchison Pryor
Bingaman Inouye Reed
Boxer Isakson ;
Reid
Brown Johanns
Burris Johnson Sanders
Byrd Kaufman Schumer
Cantwell Kerry Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Snowe
Carper Kohl Specter
Casey Landrieu Stabenow
Chambliss Lautenberg Tester
Cochran Leahy Udall (CO)
Collins Levin Udall (NM)
Conrad Lieberman Voinovich
Corker Lincoln Warner
Dodd Lugar Webb
Dorgan Martinez Whitehouse
Durbin McCaskill Wyden
Enzi Menendez
NAYS—23
Bennett DeMint McConnell
Bond Ensign Risch
Brownback Graham Sessions
Bunning Grassley Shelby
Burr Hatch Thune
Coburn Inhofe Vitter
Cornyn Kyl Wicker
Crapo McCain
NOT VOTING—3
Kennedy Roberts Rockefeller

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
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consider is considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to a period of morning
business with Senators allowed to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
SHAHEEN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

————

FLOODING IN NORTH DAKOTA

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, I
have come to the floor to talk for a
moment about the unprecedented
flooding that has occurred in the State
of North Dakota in recent weeks. My
colleague, Senator CONRAD, discussed it
some yesterday, and I want to discuss
it as well.

We have had flood disaster assistance
now approved for 38 of North Dakota’s
53 counties, and it has been the most
unprecedented, unbelievable flooding
we have ever seen in the State of North
Dakota. This chart I have in the Cham-
ber shows, in red, the counties that
have been declared disaster areas as a
result of flooding. You can see it covers
nearly three-fourths of the State of
North Dakota. And we have had more
snow, more moisture, more difficulty,
more blizzards, and so on, and the riv-
ers across our State have exceeded
their banks and threatened very dra-
matic flooding, which I am going to
talk about some today. But before I
talk about the water, I want to talk
about the people of North Dakota.

The unprecedented flooding that has
driven people from their homes and
caused so much damage and so much
difficulty for so long has caused people
in North Dakota to come together to
do the most unusual things I have ever
seen.

At midnight one night, I peered down
the stairs of what is called the
FARGODOME to see this large ex-
panse. Inside this large dome building,
at near midnight, I peered down on
that floor, and there were thousands
and thousands of people on the floor of
that dome filling sandbags. They filled
3% million sandbags in about 5% days—
3% million sandbags in 5% days. And
they did not hire anybody to do that;
they just put out a notice on the radio
to say: We need people, and people
showed up. The most unbelievable
thing in Fargo, ND, was to watch what
they did with just the people power
that showed up. No one thought a
group of people could do that, but they
did—3% million sandbags.
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