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out of good, honest work and a love of food,
people, and the community. Along the way,
each generation has shown a flair for imagina-
tion and innovation in the hospitality and food
industry. In an era of many constant chal-
lenges that face our daily lives, the tireless ef-
forts of establishments like Schuler's help to
make our community, state and country an
outstanding place to live and work. It is with
deep appreciation of the significance of this
milestone that | commend Schuler's Res-
taurant & Pub as they celebrate 100 years of
exemplary service to the Marshall community
and the State of Michigan.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MIRIAM
WITHERSPOON

HON. ARTUR DAVIS

OF ALABAMA
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Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, |
rise to extend my condolences to the family of
Miriam Witherspoon, a city council member
whose death on April 21 is being mourned by
the entire city of Birmingham, Alabama. Ms.
Witherspoon was a note of grace in Bir-
mingham politics: if you knew her, you had to
appreciate that she was genuinely kind and
generous in a profession known more for its
sharp edges.

Miriam was the kind of individual who ex-
celled at whatever she did. Academically, that
meant graduating with high honors from Ala-
bama A&M, and second in her class at Miles
Law School. Professionally, it meant crafting a
career as one of the leading experts on elder
law in the state of Alabama. Politically, it
meant forging a political career in her adopted
community of Birmingham on her own, inde-
pendent terms. She lost her first council race,
but came back so strong that in 2005, she
won easily, the only non-incumbent to win out-
right without a runoff. Miriam won the con-
fidence of her peers so quickly that in her first
days, they elected her president pro tempore
of the council.

Miriam Witherspoon happened to have a
disability. An automobile accident twenty-one
years ago ruined her spinal cord. Her spirit
only grew stronger. When she entered public
life, disabled citizens in Birmingham finally had
their voice. Miriam pushed Birmingham and its
city buildings to live up to the obligations of
the Americans with Disabilities Act. When told
that following the law cost money, her answer
was, in effect, “we are Americans by way of
Birmingham, Alabama, and we belong here
too”. Her passion reminded us that Bir-
mingham of all places has no business keep-
ing people out.

She goes home to rest now, having fought
the good fight. Her legacy will be the people
she inspired, who used to have an excuse for
why they couldn’t compete or excel. That is,
they had an excuse until the moment they met
Miriam Witherspoon, and felt the spirit that
was standing upright around her wheelchair.
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Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, the Los An-
geles basin holds one of the greatest con-
centrations of humanity in the world. People
have come from all over the Earth to live
there—when one walks down a street in Glen-
dale or Alhambra one can hear a language
from ten thousand miles away on one block
and read signs in a vastly different language
on the next. But if you look up a little higher,
above the signs and above the buildings,
you’ll see gray-green mountains looking down
on it all. In my district, we're right up against
the Verdugo, Santa Monica and San Gabriel
Mountains, and they surprise you all the time,
appearing at street corners from behind the
buildings, playing hide-and-seek with inter-
vening hills and highways.

Though few of my constituents live up there,
| try to get up into the hills as often as | can,
and I'm often surprised by how many of my
neighbors | run into on the trail. | think that,
like me, they wander in the chaparral and oak
forests to get away for a while, and find some
perspective in the process. Among the fami-
lies, teenagers and retirees | pass, | see all of
the cultures | know from the streets of my dis-
trict, all enjoying the fact that they can find
some peace and quiet just a few minutes
away from one of the largest cities in the
world.

Our green spaces play an irreplaceable role
in our communities, and on this Earth Day, |
would like to celebrate them. This is a day to
think globally, but it is also a day to act locally,
by taking your family to the park and exploring
all that you find there. In the words of John
Muir, “When one tugs at a single thing in na-
ture, he finds it attached to the rest of the
world.”
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Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the dedication,
service and commitment of Ron Sailor to the
veterans of Maine.

Ron was born in Orono, Maine, and is a
graduate of George Stevens Academy in Blue
Hill. He attended Husson College and grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Science in account-
ing in 1968. He then briefly worked for Great
Northern Paper Company and the Internal
Revenue Service.

Ron served 32 years in the Maine Air Na-
tional Guard, attaining the rank of Colonel. He
served in a number of roles, including Chief of
Staff to the Adjutant General, Public Affairs
Officer, and Director of Operations and Train-
ing.

Like so many veterans across our nation,
Ron’s service did not end when he took off his
uniform. Following his Maine Air National
Guard service, Ron became active in the
American Legion, serving as Orono Post 84
Commander, the Penobscot County Vice
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Commander and the Department of Maine
Commander.

For the past 10 years, Ron has served as
the Adjutant for the Department of Maine.
Throughout his service to the American Le-
gion, he has worked tirelessly on behalf of all
the Maine legionnaires to ensure they receive
the rights and benefits they have earned from
their service.

Maine veterans, both now and for genera-
tions to come, will benefit because of Ron’s
efforts. Through his hard work and dedication,
Ron has left a lasting legacy and brought
honor and credit to himself, his family, his
community, the American Legion and his na-
tion. | have valued his candor, his guidance
and his friendship, and | extend my sincere
thank you to him for his many years of service
on behalf of the veterans of Maine.

———
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Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, the rising
cost of child care is squeezing working fami-
lies in these difficult economic times, and the
amount of assistance the federal government
currently provides to ease the burden of these
expenses is inadequate. To address this
issue, today | am introducing the Child Care
Affordability Act.

A substantial gap exists between what high-
quality early care and education programs
cost and what most families can afford to pay.
The average cost of full-time care for one child
in a child care center is about $13,000 per
year in urban areas—nearly one quarter of the
typical family’s income. The amount of assist-
ance that the typical family can receive from
the current federal credit for child care ex-
penses is limited to $600 for one child and
$1,200 for two children. The Child Care Af-
fordability Act helps families to fill that gap so
that more of America’s children will experience
high-quality child care and early education set-
tings.

The Child Care Affordability Act of 2009
acts on two fronts. First, it creates a new tax
deduction for child and dependent care ex-
penses. Much of a so-called “martini lunch” is
currently a tax-deductible business expense,
while child care is not. But for the typical fam-
ily, child care is a very necessary expense for
being able to work. Second, the bill expands
the current credit for child and dependent care
expenses so that it provides a more meaning-
ful level of assistance to families. Families
would be able to choose either the deduction
or the credit, making the choice that gives
them the biggest tax break. A family with me-
dian income of $56,788 and two children could
receive as much as $5,200 in tax assistance.

| urge my colleagues to join me in this initia-
tive to ease the burden on working families
while making an essential investment in the
future prosperity of our country.
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