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oceans. Each of us needs to take responsi-
bility for protecting these essential resources.
We can do so through the simple step of tak-
ing reusable bags with us when we shop. The
Trash Free Watersheds Act creates a tax that
| hope no American will choose to pay.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2009

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, | regret
my absence from the House on April 21st and
April 22nd, but | was in my district welcoming
President Obama to Newton, lowa, former
home of Maytag, and now home to a growing
wind power industry, where we celebrated
Earth Day and focused on alternative energy
development and the green collar jobs this will
create. Had | been present, | would have
voted “aye” on rollcall votes 193, 194, 195,
196, 197, and 199, and | would have voted
“no” on rollcall vote 198.

———————

HONORING THE VILLAGE OF
ITASCA

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2009

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Village of Itasca in my Con-
gressional District. Through a dedicated com-
munity-wide effort, ltasca has earned the des-
ignation of an International Safe Community
from the World Health Organization.

This impressive effort places ltasca at the
forefront of public health and safety efforts as
the only lllinois community, and one of only
five communities across the nation to receive
this prestigious designation.

By developing community programs includ-
ing self defense classes, home safety inspec-
tions, an unused prescription drug disposal
program, investing in defibrillator equipment
and training, and establishing a Community
Emergency Response Team; the Village of
ltasca has worked to engage its citizens, first
responders, and local leaders in making ltasca
a healthier, safer place to live and work.

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in recognizing the Vil-
lage of ltasca for achieving this challenging
goal and setting an outstanding example for
all lllinois communities to work together to
tackle public health and safety challenges.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
JAMES GRIFFIN BOSWELL II

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 23, 2009

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleagues from the House, Mr.
NUNES and Mr. RADANOVICH, and from the

Senate, Mrs. FEINSTEIN to pay a special tribute
to the life of an agricultural icon of California,
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Mr. James Griffin Boswell Il of Indian Wells,
California. James passed away on April 3,
2009 at the age of 86. He is survived by his
wife Barbara Wallace Boswell, three children
and several grandchildren.

Mr. James Giriffin Boswell was born on
March 10, 1923 in Greensboro, Georgia to
William Whittier Boswell, Sr. and Kate Hall
Boswell. James graduated in 1941 from the
Thacher School an exclusive private boarding
school in Ojai, California. In 1946 he received
his B.S. in Economics from Stanford Univer-
sity. Prior to graduating from Stanford, “JG”
as he was most commonly known, served in
the United States Army during World War I
where he was stationed in the South Pacific.

At the age of twenty-nine, James inherited
one-third of the JG Boswell Company after the
death of his uncle, JG Boswell I. At that time
the company held 150,000 acres in California.
During the next half century, James spent a
good portion of his time transforming the fam-
ily farm located near Corcoran, California in
the San Joaquin Valley.

The diversification of the JG Boswell Com-
pany created many industry leading develop-
ments. Mr. Boswell's labs developed new,
highly productive seed varieties as well as
technological improvements that increased
their capacity. He was an innovative water
user, one of the first to employ lasers when
leveling fields allowing water to flow evenly
and efficiently. His careful water management
also included hiring agronomists to determine
when and how to irrigate. This allowed the
Boswell farms to produce more cotton with
less water than their competitors. James re-
mained a very private man, in spite of periods
of growth and success for his enterprises,
which included such things as diversification
into real estate development and farming ven-
tures in Australia. His family business main-
tained that private reputation throughout his
life.

James Griffin Boswell served as Chairman,
President and CEO of the JG Boswell Co.
from 1952 and continued until his retirement in
1984. After his retirement James continued to
serve on the Boswell Company Board of Di-
rectors until his passing. In addition, Mr. Bos-
well served on the Boards of Safeway, Gen-
eral Electric, Security Pacific Bank, Bank of
America, and Up with People. James was a
trustee of the California Nature Conservancy,
Cal Tech, Thacher School, the James G. Bos-
well Foundation in California and the Boswell
Family Foundation in Idaho. Many were the
recipients of Mr. Boswell’s generosity.

It goes without saying that Mr. James Griffin
Boswell’s dedicated involvement to the cotton
industry earned him a reputation of respect
and enormous appreciation from Central Val-
ley cotton farmers, and the agriculture industry
in general. James was known as the Cotton
King. My colleagues and | are honored and
humbled to join his family today in celebrating
the life of this amazing man. His presence will
be dearly missed in our community in the
years to come.

April 23, 2009

IN HONOR OF U.S. CAPITOL PO-
LICE LIEUTENANT DOMINICK
COSTA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2009

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Lieutenant Dominick Costa for
his more than 31 years of public service to the
U.S. Capitol Police Department and our con-
gressional community.

Since his appointment to the U.S. Capitol
Police on October 3, 1977, Lieutenant Costa
has held several important positions within the
Department. He has served in the House and
Senate Divisions, Capitol Division, and the
First Responder Unit. As an instructor and as
a supervisor in the Training Division, he
helped develop and enhance the skills of fel-
low officers. Over the years, Lieutenant Costa
also worked as a Crime Scene Research Offi-
cer, a member of the U.S. Capitol Police De-
partment’s Ceremonial Unit and as an Admin-
istrative Sergeant in charge of the Depart-
ment's Victim Witness Program. After being
promoted to Lieutenant in November 2004, Lt.
Costa served as the Watch Commander, pro-
viding area command for all Department oper-
ations and serving as the U.S. Capitol Police
Chief’s representative in his absence.

On January 3, 2009, Lieutenant Costa re-
tired after over three decades of exemplary
service as a member of the U.S. Capitol Po-
lice Department. He is currently residing in La
Plata, Maryland with his wife Barbara of 28
years and daughter Danielle. His unwavering
commitment to the public serves as an inspira-
tion to all Americans.

Madam Speaker, | rise to once again praise
Lieutenant Dominick Costa for his outstanding
public service to the Congress and to his
country. | ask my colleagues to join me in
wishing Lieutenant Costa well in his retirement
and thank him for all his years of service.

————

HONORING ST. PAUL INDUSTRIAL
TRAINING SCHOOL AND MR.
JAMES WILLIAM SMOTHERS AND
MRS. ALICE OLENZA SMOTHERS

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2009

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize St.
Paul Industrial Training School and the dedi-
cation of a Texas State Historical Marker in
commemoration of this institute.

St. Paul Industrial Training school was
founded in Henderson County, Texas by
James William Smothers and Alice Olenza
Smothers in the 1920’s. This couple placed a
particular emphasis on educating orphaned
and abandoned children, and throughout the
course of six decades, thousands of African
American students received instruction at their
institute. The Smothers’ dedication to service
was unwavering, and even when a tornado
leveled the campus in 1942, the couple re-
solved anew to continue their work. Today, St.
Paul Industrial Training School, Inc. continues
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