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today to reflect what we can do for our
LGBT youth to make their lives better,
to make their schools safer, and to end
discrimination.

———
0 1430

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
APRIL 27, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———
THE WOMEN OF AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, 1
applaud the Obama administration for
focusing on the human face of our Af-
ghanistan policy. Rather than going
with a policy based on military might
alone, the administration is supporting
an expansion of the surge of diplomats,
of development officials, of humani-
tarian needs and experts.

The economic, political, and social
needs are great in Afghanistan. A re-
cent report released by Women for
Women International found a ‘‘bleak
and frightening picture for life”” in Af-
ghanistan. According to reports,
Madam Speaker, 80 percent of Afghan
women are affected by domestic vio-
lence, over 60 percent of marriages are
forced, and half of all girls are married
before the age of 16. Despite this focus
on the needs of women and girls in Af-
ghanistan, the situation remains grim.

Like many women in conflict, the
drive for security and stability remains
strong among the women in Afghani-
stan. Despite the fact that Afghan
women are more likely to be impover-
ished, uneducated, and excluded from
health service than men, polls indicate
that Afghan women are optimistic
about their future. Like women every-
where, they want to play a role in deci-
sion making at every single level of so-
ciety.

Through the recent poll by Women
for Women International, the voice of
the Afghan woman can be heard. When
asked what the biggest problem is that
they face in daily life, the top response
was lack of important commodities.
Again, it’s the basics, food and sup-
plies, that Afghan women want for
their families. When asked what the
government should fix, they answered
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security and peace first. When asked
what were the biggest health care and
education problems, women over-
whelmingly pointed to insufficient re-
sources and funding. It’s clear that the
mothers, Madam Speaker, in Afghani-
stan want all that mothers want
around the world: to provide for the
basic needs of their families. They
want their children to be well. They
want their children to be well fed, well
educated, and safe.

While I remain concerned about the
increase in our military presence, I am
hopeful that the administration’s dip-
lomatic surge can help the people of
Afghanistan, particularly the women.
Along with our international partners,
we must work to address the pressing
immediate needs of all Afghanis.

Madam Speaker, the use of smart
power in the place of military force
will send a clear message that the
United States promotes diplomacy and
humanitarian relief over war.

———

THE BATTLE OF THE WILDERNESS
VERSUS WAL-MART

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, it
does us well to remember our American
history.

Over 145 years ago, this country was
engaged in a great Civil War, from the
North and from the South. And during
that war between the States, several
battles took place not far from this
Capital. One took place over in Orange
County, Virginia. It’s called the Battle
of the Wilderness. It had the sixth
highest number of casualties on both
sides during that conflict.

Just to put it in perspective, it oc-
curred on May 5 through May 7 in 1864,
145 years ago. There were 160,000 troops
involved in that battle: 100,000 from the
North, 60,000 from the South. That’s
the number of troops today we have in
all of Iraq and all of Afghanistan put
together. During that 3-day battle,
29,000 casualties: 18,000 from the Union,
8,000 from the Confederates.

The battle was so fierce, Madam
Speaker, that in the wilderness, the
woods, where this battle took place
during those 3 days, it was so heated,
literally, that the woods caught on fire
and many soldiers from the North and
from the South that were wounded
burned to death. Two of the States had
the highest casualties, one in the
North and one in the South. The high-
est in the North was from Vermont.
The Vermonters sustained 78 percent
casualties. In the South the Texas Bri-
gade sustained over 60 percent casual-
ties. On the first day of the battle, the
Union troops were able to move the
Southern troops back. The second day
General Robert E. Lee sent the Texas
troops in the middle, and he said that
Texans always moved them. Be that as
it may, the casualties were high on
both sides.
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I bring this attention to the House
today and to you, Madam Speaker, be-
cause all of these casualties, all of
these troops that engaged in that bat-
tle were Americans and we should not
forget that. And that is why we have
the Battle of the Wilderness battlefield
today. About 900,000 Americans a year
go to this battlefield in Orange County,
Virginia.

But now we have a problem. The cor-
poration called Wal-Mart wants to
build a Wal-Mart on this sacred, hal-
lowed ground.

I have a map of the Wilderness bat-
tlefield. It’s outlined here. But you see
right up here in the northeastern por-
tion where this X is, that’s where Wal-
Mart wants to profit from these 900,000
people coming into Orange County
every year. They have the legal right.
The county fathers have said they can
build in this location. But we would
hope that Wal-Mart would change their
mind. And I say ‘‘we” because Mr.
WELCH, the good man from Vermont,
and I have written Wal-Mart and we
have asked them to do the right thing
and locate this Wal-Mart 3 miles away
from the battlefield.

Now, Madam Speaker, I'm not sure
what Wal-Mart’s intentions are, but I
can tell you their corporate model
down in Texas. They build a Wal-Mart.
They build it from property line to
property line. They lay that asphalt.
They build one of those beautiful
stores, and a few years later, they
abandon that property and move down
the road and build another Wal-Mart. I
don’t know if that’s their plan here or
not, but be that as it may, they should
not build this Wal-Mart in this loca-
tion.

We’ve written Wal-Mart. We have re-
ceived no written response from them.
Military historians from all over the
world have asked Wal-Mart don’t build
on this battlefield because that’s a part
of American history. So far they con-
tinue to deal with this and say they’re
going to.

I support property rights. I support
the idea of a corporation making
money. No question about it. They now
have the legal right to move here. But
now they need to make the American
decision to do what’s best for America
and not what’s best for this corpora-
tion.

Madam Speaker, this land, like other
battlefields in our country, is con-
secrated with the blood of Americans;
29,000. Many are still buried there and
known only to God. And we owe them
the right to keep this battlefield pre-
served for history and not to have a
corporation like Wal-Mart come in and
lay asphalt over their graves.

So we are asking Wal-Mart to do the
right thing. Put your Wal-Mart some-
where else, 3 miles down the road, so
that this battlefield can be preserved
for American history.

Madam Speaker, I will include in the
RECORD a letter that Congressman
PETER WELCH from Vermont and I have
sent to Wal-Mart.
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Madam Speaker, it is our hope and
our desire that we as Americans pre-
serve the heritage of this country, save
this sacred land, and have corporations
do the right thing, not only don’t build
here but maybe donate some of their
corporate money to save this land.

And that’s just the way it is.

WASHINGTON, DC, February 25, 2009.

MICHAEL T. DUKE,

President and Chief Ezxecutive Officer, Wal-
Mart Stores, Inc., 702 SW 8th Street,
Bentonville, AR.

DEAR MR. DUKE: We write to you with pro-
found disappointment in your company’s de-
cision to locate a new store near The Wilder-
ness battlefield in Virginia and urge your
immediate reconsideration.

While we may represent different political
parties and states on opposing sides of the
Civil War, we stand united in our support of
respecting hallowed ground such as The Wil-
derness battlefield. The Wilderness, as well
as other Dbattlegrounds throughout the
United States, represents the great struggles
and sacrifices our soldiers made to defend
freedoms they cherished deeply enough to
risk their lives. Four thousand men on both
sides died and twenty thousand were wound-
ed during this battle in the spring of 1864.
These lands and lands near them should al-
ways be spared from commercial develop-
ment. Further, the Civil War Sites Advisory
Commission, formed by Congress to protect
the historical significance of our nation’s
Civil War sites, has defined your proposed
land for development as part of The Wilder-
ness battlefield.

There are countless other locations your
company could consider for a more respon-
sibly sited development in this region. We
feel the definition of corporate responsibility
must always extend to respecting storied
lands and respecting a community’s natural
landscape and surroundings when choosing a
site for a store. Those values should not be
eroded for the sake of commercial gain.

We urge you to listen to feedback you’ve
received from groups close to The Wilderness
battlefield and others who care deeply about
keeping this nation’s history and lands pre-
served and look elsewhere for development.
We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
TED POE,
Member of Congress,
Tezxas.
PETER WELCH,
Member of Congress,
Vermont.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

RECOGNIZING ST. LUKE’S HOS-
PITAL SCHOOL OF NURSING ON
THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS
FOUNDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize St. Luke’s Hospital
School of Nursing on the auspicious oc-
casion of the 125th anniversary of its
founding. For well over a century, St.
Luke’s has provided hands-on, quality
training to professionals entering the
world of medicine.

On October 17, 1884, St. Luke’s Hos-
pital School of Nursing opened its
doors to its first class of individuals
eager and dedicated to caring for the
wellness of others. At the time when
the school was founded, only a handful
of similar institutions existed in the
United States, placing St. Luke’s at
the cutting edge of health care train-
ing. As the country’s oldest hospital-
based school of nursing in continuous
operation, St. Luke’s continues a well-
established tradition of excellence that
began 125 years ago.

The impact that St. Luke’s Hospital
School of Nursing has had on American
life is pronounced. During America’s
greatest time of need, the school pro-
vided education and training for the
U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps, giving brave
young women the skills they needed to
provide medical assistance to Amer-
ican and Allied troops in World War II.
When the United States suffered a na-
tional shortage of nurses in the late
1960s, again St. Luke’s answered its Na-
tion’s call by hiring a recruitment di-
rector to actively work towards at-
tracting qualified individuals to the
nursing profession.

St. Luke’s has consistently promoted
the virtues of selflessness and caring
for others. Year after year the School
of Nursing provides training to nearly
100 nurses, a profession that is widely
needed yet often underappreciated. The
hard work, dedication, and caring of
nurses trained by St. Luke’s are a
great asset to the high quality of care
enjoyed by patients in America’s hos-
pitals.

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would
like to extend my congratulations and
heartfelt thanks to St. Luke’s as well
as its tremendous faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and alumni that have carried on
the school’s proud legacy. May St.
Luke’s Hospital School of Nursing’s
next 125 years be as benevolent and in-
spiring as the last.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. YARMUTH addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
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hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FLAKE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HUNTER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SOUDER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CAO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CAO addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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