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involvement that their idea produced. With a

half century of overwhelming success, | think

it's safe to say, “job well done.”
———

TRIBUTE TO MR. EDWARD L.
GARDNER

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Edward L. Gardner for his
lifetime of philanthropic service, most notably
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York
City. On Tuesday, April 28, 2009, Mr. Gardner
will be honored by Big Brothers Big Sisters at
their 2009 Sidewalks of New York Annual
Awards dinner.

Inspired by his experience as a Big Brother
in 1963, Ed Gardner’s involvement with Big
Brothers Big Sisters of New York City spans
nearly a half century. In 1965, Mr. Gardner
joined the organization’s Board of Directors
and has since served as President and Chair-
man.

Founded in 1904, Big Brothers Big Sisters
of New York City has evolved into a far-reach-
ing one-to-one mentorship program that
reaches over 4,000 young people every year.
By providing mentors to children who need
caring adult role models, the organization
helps New York City’s youth to realize their
potential and lead enriching lives.

Over the past forty-four years, Ed Gardner
has helped ensure the longevity and success
of Big Brothers Big Sisters by single-handedly
raising over $20 million for this worthy cause.
However, Mr. Gardner’'s philanthropic efforts
are not limited to his work with Big Brothers
Big Sisters. Over the years he has dedicated
his time and considerable talents to aiding
other notable organizations in the arts, health
and education.

Mr. Gardner has served on the boards of
the Health Care Chaplaincy, PS #1, and the
Alvin Ailey Dance Company. He is a Council
Member at The Rockefeller University, an
Honorary Chairman of The New York Public
Library’s Conservator Council, and former
Chairman of the Bank of New York Hamilton
Funds.

A graduate of the City College of New York,
Mr. Gardner has served as President and
Chief Executive Officer of the Industrial Sol-
vents Corporation since 1980.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to recognize
my friend Edward L. Gardner for his remark-
able service with Big Brothers Big Sisters of
New York City and his lifelong commitment to
enriching the lives of others. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring his tremendous
accomplishments.

————

TRIBUTE TO U.S. ARMED FORCES
FOR D-DAY JUNE 6, 1944

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 27, 2009
Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |

rise today to recognize the brave acts of her-
oism and military achievement by the mem-
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bers of the United States Armed Forces who
participated in the June 6, 1944, amphibious
landing at Normandy, France.

| want to commend them for their leadership
and valor in an operation that helped to bring
an end to Word War 1.

| would like to draw special attention to the
201 Missouri men who died aboard LST 496
during the Battle of Exercise Tiger, a 1944
naval battle that had been originally planned
as a practice mission for the D-Day Invasion
of Normandy.

Nearly 750 United States soldiers and sail-
ors, a large number of whom were from Mis-
souri’s 3206th Quarter Master Service Com-
pany, died in the exercise on April 28, 1944,
after a number of their ships were sunk by
German forces.

These soldiers and sailors sacrificed every-
thing they had in service to America and will
serve as a permanent reminder of bravery,
loyal patriotism, and love of country.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in a wishing all the mem-
bers of the Armed Forces our sincerest thanks
and appreciation for their heroic mission.

————————

ADDITIONAL CALIFORNIA  49TH
DISTRICT PROJECTS FUNDED IN
THE FY2009 OMNIBUS APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, on Wednesday,
March 11, 2009, in an extension of remarks
on the House floor regarding H.R. 105, the
Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009, | stated
that Members need to think of the future of
this Nation, rise above their own self-interests,
and advocate for the removal of all earmarks
from all present and future appropriations bills
until we get the federal deficit under control. It
is a shame that the Speaker and the Demo-
cratic leadership have not been willing to take
the initiative and do this on their own.

The Democratic leadership has made no
significant effort to perform real earmark re-
form during this economic crisis. Rather than
eliminating costly earmarks, and excess
spending, under the leadership of President
Obama, the Speaker and Democrats push to
implement the largest budget in our nation’s
history; a $3.55 trillion budget that will dramati-
cally increase the deficit and likely bankrupt
our children’s children. The American people
are asking that the member’s of this body lead
us out of this crisis, but it is apparent that the
President and the majority leadership can do
nothing more than throw money at the wrong
problems and tax and lambast those that can
create the right solutions. The majority leader-
ship needs to understand that unbridled gov-
ernment spending is not the answer to this cri-
sis, and that earmarks continue to be a prob-
lem that plagues this body and not a solution.

Since being reelected to Congress last No-
vember, | have not made any earmark project
requests. The projects that were included in

.R. 1105 were not done so at my behest in
this Congress. As | stated before, | am highly
disappointed that, faced with the enormity of
the current federal deficit and the unprece-
dented amount of federal spending that has
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occurred, the House and Senate majority lead-
ership and Appropriators did not take the op-
portunity to start showing fiscal restraint by re-
moving Congressional Earmarks from the fis-
cal year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act.
Had | been approached by the appropriations
committee prior to the passage of this bill, |
would have asked for the removal of the listed
projects.

This bill is another example of a missed op-
portunity to begin the real reform that the
American public truly seeks. Members must
realize that we have an obligation to the public
to work to eliminate earmarks from future ap-
propriations bills until we get deficit spending
under control.

Below are two requests that were made in
the 110th Congress that the Democratic ma-
jority decided to include in this spending bill.
While they are projects of merit, | did not seek
out support for their inclusion in this Congress.

Bureau of Reclamation—Water and Related
Resources

Rancho California Water District

$50,000

The bill included funding through the Energy
and Water Appropriations Subcommittee for
the Rancho California Water District, which will
provide for additional recycled water reuse of
16,000 acre feet (AF) per year by converting
water district’s west side agriculture area to re-
cycled water systems (1 AF equates to ap-
proximately 326,000 gallons or enough water
to supply two families for one year). It will also
increase use of annual seasonal storage in
Vail Lake reservoir by 10,000 AF per year by
constructing 48-inch pipeline to transport raw
water from the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California (MWD) to store in Vail
Lake. It will also convert majority of agricul-
tural delivery system from treated water pota-
ble system to recycled and raw water non-po-
table system by building delivery system for
raw water relieving 5,000 AF/year of treated
water demands

GSA

San Diego Courthouse, California

$110,362,000

The bill also included funding through the

Financial ~Services Appropriations  Sub-
committee for the San Diego, California Court-
house Construction Project. Construction

funds for the San Diego courthouse project
were originally appropriated, as requested by
the General Services Administration (GSA)
and the Judicial Conference of the United
States, in FY 2006. The San Diego Court-
house is a critical project for the region con-
sidering that the existing courthouse is an ex-
tremely busy border court, which processes
hundreds of prisoners on a daily basis. The
additional funds would be used to expedite
completion of this project.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, on
Wednesday, April 22, 2009, | inadvertently
voted “aye” on roll No. 198—Motion to In-
struct conferees regarding S. Con. Res. 13. |
had meant for my vote to be recorded as
“no.”
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE JANE
KLEIN, LENEXA, KS, CITY COUN-
CIL MEMBER

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the late Jane Klein,
a member of the Lenexa, Kansas, city council,
who died on April 5th.

As the District Attorney for Johnson County
for twelve years and as U.S. Representative
for the Third District of Kansas since 1999, |
came to know Jane Klein well. A dedicated
public servant and community volunteer, she
made the city of Lenexa and Johnson County
a better place to live for her friends, neighbors
and family members. | am placing in the
RECORD an article published in the Kansas
City Star that announced her untimely death
and reviewed her achievements as a public
servant and concerned citizen. The Star obit-
uary also captures her sense of enthusiasm
and effervescent personality, which will be
sorely missed by all who knew her. | join with
the leaders of the Lenexa community in pay-
ing tribute to this energetic, active leader, and
with her many friends and family in mourning
her loss.

[From The Kansas City Star, Apr. 7, 2009]

LENEXA CITY COUNCILWOMAN JANE KLEIN DIES
AT 70
(By Dawn Bormann)

When the forecast called for heavy snow,
Lenexa City Councilwoman Jane Klein usu-
ally had a crock of chili simmering and cin-
namon rolls rising for the street crews.

On other days she baked cookies for police
officers and often dropped goodies off with
firefighters, her children said.

Klein—hailed as a Lenexa cheerleader by
constituents, political insiders and the rank
and file—died Sunday. She was 70.

Her death came days before Klein was ex-
pected to sail through Election Day unop-
posed. Instead, supporters, family and
friends planned a Tuesday night victory
party at a Lenexa watering hole.

Klein was a mother to five children, grand-
mother to nine and great-grandmother to
two children. The Irish Catholic woman saw
to it that her children knew the importance
of giving back to the community.

It was easy to learn from the stalwart pub-
lic servant. She was elected to the council in
2001 and 2005 by the residents of Ward 1 for
consecutive four-year terms. She had pre-
viously served on the council from 1983 to
1995. Klein had lived in Lenexa for more than
40 years and devoted 20 years to public serv-
ice as a councilwoman.

“We are deeply saddened by the news of
Jane’s passing,” Mayor Mike Boehm said.
“Our community has lost a dear friend and
long-time leader. Jane’s passion for this city
and our citizens was extraordinary; she al-
ways had the community’s interests at heart
in all that she did. Our thoughts and prayers
are with Jane’s family.”

Klein was diagnosed with gall bladder can-
cer about six weeks ago. So when the council
woman sent word that she wouldn’t make it
to the city’s March 17 meeting some might
have assumed that she was too sick. Good
friends knew better.

“The heck with the cancer—she was not
going to miss St. Patrick’s Day,”’ said fellow
City Councilwoman and friend Diane Linver.
““She was 100 percent Irish and boy you knew
it.”
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During Klein’s tenure, the city moved for-
ward on several projects including City Cen-
ter, ‘“‘rain to recreation’ and road projects
like the 87th Street.

Knowing public safety was of utmost im-
portance in the suburbs, Klein was an un-
abashed supporter of the fire and police
forces.

The councilwoman might have been a
strong Irish woman, but she would not en-
gage in divisive politics, Linver said.

‘“‘She was never a negative force. You
would never hear a negative word come out
of her mouth about another city council
member,” Linver said. ‘“‘She would find a
way to give her opinion but still be the kind
and gentle and decent person that she was.
We should all emulate that.”

Linver suspects her gentle nature and gen-
uine love of the city were among the reasons
that few challengers stepped up to run
against Klein.

‘“‘People respected her and they knew that
she cared about her constituents and she
knew so many of them,”” Linver said.

Klein was active in many clubs all over
town. She volunteered again and again to be
the VFW Post 7397 Auxiliary president. She
stepped up for church committees and was a
Kiwanis Club member.

Klein instilled a strong sense of public
service in her children, too. As youngsters,
they helped sell poppies and often accom-
panied her on trips to the veterans hospital
in Leavenworth.

At the holidays they knew there was al-
ways room for another. Anyone without fam-
ily or a place to go for the holidays was in-
structed to show up at the Klein household.

“We always had an orphan clause,” said
Klein’s daughter Susan German. Her work in
the community did not go unnoticed.

In 2006 Klein received the coveted ‘‘spirit of
the chamber’” award from the Lenexa Cham-
ber of Commerce. It was an award she held
dear.

‘““Mom loved Lenexa. She loved serving the
people of Lenexa,” her son, Doug Klein said.
‘‘She loved seeing the city grow.”

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. with ro-
sary at 8 p.m. Monday at Holy Trinity, 9150
Pflumm Road. The funeral will be at 10 a.m.
Tuesday at Holy Trinity.

————
RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENTS OF HIDALGO

COUNTY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT AS THEY ACCEPT THE
2009 COLLEGE BOARD INSPIRA-
TION AWARD

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Hidalgo County Independent
School District for their outstanding achieve-
ments this past year. Today, the Hidalgo
school district will be presented with the 2009
College Board Inspiration Award. This pres-
tigious award is presented to only 3 secondary
schools in the country which have exhibited
outstanding college preparatory programs and
partnerships among teachers, parents and
community leaders.

Earlier this month, Hidalgo Early College
High School was named one of the countries
three secondary schools to receive this year’s
Inspiration Award. As one of the most im-
proved secondary schools in the country, Hi-
dalgo Early College High has shown its desire
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to provide quality programs for its students.
This award shows the commitment that these
educators in Hidalgo County have for their
community, state, and nation as they help pre-
pare and educate tomorrow’s leaders.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Hidalgo County Independent School District
for their extraordinary accomplishment in hav-
ing one of the selected schools to receive the
2009 College Board Inspiration Award. Hi-
dalgo Early College High School’s students,
staff and administrators truly deserve our rec-
ognition today for setting such a fine example
to the rest of the state and the nation as a
whole.

————

TRIBUTE TO THIRD DISTRICT CON-
GRESSIONAL YOUTH ADVISORY
COUNCIL

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, in the fall of 2004, | created the Con-
gressional Youth Advisory Council to engage
high school students living in the Third District.
Back then, | guessed that perhaps 10 to 20
students would apply. Little did | know that this
program would grow into a popular program
for the area’s best and brightest students from
across the Third District. For good reason,
many associate the Congressional Youth Advi-
sory Council with excellence and one of the
highest standards of civic pride for young peo-
ple in North Texas.

This year 45 students representing 21 area
high schools make up the elite group. The
Council’s goal is two-fold. First, the group pro-
vides me with greater student perspective and
insight on issues that directly impact younger
Americans. Second, Council activities educate
students on government policies relevant to
young people.

The students boast impressive credentials:
honors society, student leadership, school ath-
letics, community philanthropy, language
clubs, and musical backgrounds. These stu-
dents have things to say about the future of
this great country and long to be heard. They
represent their generation as servant leaders
and make their community and their country a
better place.

| commend the students for volunteering
their time on the Congressional Youth Advi-
sory Council and | wish each one continued
success in all of their endeavors. Without a
doubt, every student will continue to play an
important role in our community for decades to
come, and that America and North Texas, will
continue to benefit from their dedication,
smarts, and service.

You know, a lot of people hope to make a
difference sometime in their lives. To the
members of the Congressional Youth Advisory
Council, you just did. Thank you. | salute you;
God Bless You and God Bless America.

The names of the students serving on the
2008-2009 CYAC follow:

Jonathan Alston; Logan Borgsmiller; Amy
Boykin; Nicholas Brush; Jennifer Bundren;
Matt Burnham; Anita Chandrahas; John Clark;
Ally Crutcher*; Christian Cummings; Trevor
Ede*; Josh Eldridge; Luke Franz; Jennifer
Goebel; Anna Gu; Stephen Hayes*; Lisa Hu*;
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