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the signature hotels of Hawaii. It is
synonymous of the interweaving of lux-
ury hospitality and Hawaii’s unique
history and local culture. Its roots
trace back some 200 years when Prin-
cess Likelike and ancient Hawaiian
fishermen named its Waikiki
beachfront location Halekulani, or the
“house befitting heaven.”

This year, the Halekulani is cele-
brating the 25th anniversary of its re-
opening in 1984, following a grand prop-
erty-wide renovation by its current
owners, Mitsui Fudosan, USA, Inc., a
branch of one of Japan’s leading com-
panies.

This new chapter for the Halekulani
builds on its fabled history, and
strengthens and expands its inter-
national reputation for excellence and
community involvement. The
Halekulani is more than a unique vis-
itor experience with open courtyards,
lush gardens, ocean breezes, and a spa
that offers the healing touch of Polyne-
sian traditions; it is also an enthusi-
astic promoter of Hawaii’s history and
the arts, sponsoring the Honolulu Sym-
phony’s ‘“Halekulani Masterworks”
and offering guests special access to
Hawaii’s leading museums and historic
buildings.

In 1907, the original Halekulani
opened as a residential hotel owned by
Robert Lewers that was called the Hau
Tree with a beachfront home and five
bungalows. Ten years later, Juliet and
Clifford Kimball bought the hotel, re-
named it the Halekulani, and began ca-
tering to well-do-to travelers. In 1962,
the Norton Clap family of Seattle
bought the hotel, and sold it 39 years
later to Mitsui Fudosan, USA.

While each owner of the Halekulani
sought to enhance the hotel’s distinc-
tiveness in different ways, all four
shared a common goal: a commitment
to excellence that remains unwavering.

I congratulate the Halekulani as it
celebrates the 25th anniversary of its
reopening, and as it looks forward to a
bright future. I am certain its owners
will continue their best efforts to
maintain the Halekulani as a landmark
hotel, a leader in the international
travel and visitor industry, and an icon
of Hawaii.e

———

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL MARGARET JOHNSON

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I
honor in the RECORD of the Senate LTC
Margaret A. Johnson of the Georgia
Army National Guard on the occasion
of her retirement after 22 years of serv-
ice.

Lieutenant Colonel Johnson, who is
from Macon, GA, graduated from Wes-
leyan College in 1969 with a bachelor’s
degree in English, and in 1976 received
a master’s degree in English from the
University of South Florida. In 1980 she
graduated from Mercer University’s
Walter F. George School of Law with a
juris doctor degree. Lieutenant Colonel
Johnson took her impressive resume to
the Georgia National Guard and was
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commissioned as first lieutenant into
the Judge Advocate General Corps.

During her 22 years of service, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Johnson was given
many challenging assignments
throughout the United States, and rose
to the challenge on each and every oc-
casion. When her country asked her to
serve in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom, she answered the call and has
spent the last 2 years on active duty.
Lieutenant Colonel Johnson cul-
minated her career as the deputy staff
judge advocate for the Office for the
Administrative Review of the Deten-
tion of Enemy Combatants, Arlington,
VA, where she rose to the challenge
once again and performed her job du-
ties excellently. She provided much-
needed leadership for a legal depart-
ment that had to quickly respond to
ever changing standards established by
Congress and the Federal courts.

In testament to her service, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Johnson was awarded the
National Defense Service Medal, the
Army Reserve Components Achieve-
ment Medal, the Armed Forces Reserve
Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Medal and the Georgia Meritorious
Service Medal. I honor L'TC Margaret
A. Johnson on the occasion of her re-
tirement, and I extend to her my sin-
cere gratitude for her dedication to the
defense of our nation. I know that
Lieutenant Colonel Johnson’s children,
Mary Catherine Johnson and Margaret
Amy Allen, are so proud of their moth-
er for her long and distinguished ca-
reer, and I would also like to express
my gratitude to them as well.®

————————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AS-
TRONAUTICS CORPORATION OF
AMERICA

e Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, today I ac-
knowledge the outstanding achieve-
ments of the Astronautics Corporation
of America which will be celebrating
its 50th anniversary in Milwaukee on
May 31, 2009. I want to share a bit of
background with my colleagues about
the Astronautics Corporation and rec-
ognize their vital contribution to Mil-
waukee and the Nation.

The Astronautics Corporation of
America was established in 1959 when
Nate Zelazo and a small team of expe-
rienced engineers started their own
company devoted to advanced tech-
nology in the aerospace field. Since
then, the company has become a trail-
blazer in developing and manufac-
turing military and commercial elec-
tronics. Their products are used
throughout the world in a wide range
of sea, ground, and aerospace applica-
tions. Today, more than 100,000 aircraft
use Astronautics flight instruments,
displays, computers, and components.
The company keeps jobs in Wisconsin
while building technology systems that
keep our service men and women safe.

It is with great pride that I wish the
Astronautics Corporation of America
congratulations on their 50th anniver-
sary and continued success as
innovators.e
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TRIBUTE TO THE LYME-OLD LYME
FIRST ROBOTICS TEAM

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
wish today to honor the ‘‘Techno
Ticks,” the FIRST Robotics team from
Lyme-0Old Lyme High School in Old
Lyme, CT, which won the Chairman’s
Award at the 2009 International FIRST
Robotics Championship. The Chair-
man’s Award is the most prestigious
honor given out at the FIRST competi-
tion, which this year included 348
teams from most states in the United
States as well as Brazil, Israel, Canada,
and Mexico. It is awarded to the team
that best represents a model for other
teams to emulate, and which embodies
the goals and purposes of FIRST.

FIRST—For Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology—was
established in 1989 to inspire young
people’s interest and participation in
science and technology through a vari-
ety of mentor-based programs that
help young people develop skills in
science, technology, and engineering.
Every year, the FIRST Robotics Com-
petition challenges teams of high
school students to design and build ro-
bots from a kit of hundreds of parts.
The teams then control their robots in
a game against other teams. The goal
of this program is not just to teach
students about robotics, but help them
to develop general problem solving
abilities as well as self-confidence,
communication skills, and leadership.

Before participating in the Inter-
national Competition, the Techno
Ticks won the Chairman’s Award at
the Connecticut FIRST Robotics Com-
petition for the 7th year in a row—a
record amongst the more than 1700
FIRST teams now in operation world-
wide. This remarkable record of suc-
cess is a testament to the hard work
and dedication of head coach William
Derry and all the students and faculty
who have been a part of the Techno
Ticks over the last 11 years. The team
has also benefitted from the efforts of
many volunteers and supporters, in-
cluding mentors from local businesses
that generously share there time and
expertise with the team.

At a time when our Nation’s ability
to sustain a growing economy and cre-
ate good jobs at home increasingly de-
pends upon our achievements in
science and technology, the FIRST
competition has helped to instill in
many young people a thirst for dis-
covery that leads so many to pursue a
career in the physical sciences. It is
hardly surprising that so many former
Techno Ticks have gone on to study
engineering. Two years ago, I was for-
tunate enough to attend the Con-
necticut regional competition in Hart-
ford, and I couldn’t help but be amazed
by the creativity and dedication the
Ticks and all the other teams put into
building their robots.

I offer my congratulations to Coach
Derry and the Lyme-0ld Lyme Techno
Ticks for winning the Chairman’s
Award at the 2009 International FIRST
Robotics Championship and commend



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-13T08:37:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




