S5014

Industries Transparency Initiative, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.
By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
ROBERTS):

S. 956. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to exempt unsanctioned
State-licensed retail pharmacies from the
surety bond requirement under the Medicare
Program for suppliers of durable medical
equipment, prosthetics, orthotics, and sup-
plies (DMEPOS); to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. FEIN-
GOLD):

S. 957. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to ensure that victims of public
health emergencies have meaningful and im-
mediate access to medically necessary
health care services; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. CASEY, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND):

S. 958. A bill to amend the Social Security
Act to guarantee comprehensive health care
coverage for all children born after 2009; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER:

S. 959. A bill to provide for the extension of
a certain hydroelectric project located in the
State of West Virginia; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. BROWN, and Mr. CARDIN):

S. 960. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act and the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 to pro-
vide access to Medicare benefits for individ-
uals ages 55 to 65, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a refundable and
advanceable credit against income tax for
payment of such premiums, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself,
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mrs. HUTCHISON,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. DORGAN, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SPECTER, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. BAYH, Mr. UDALL of
New Mexico, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CARPER,
and Mr. LIEBERMAN):

S. Res. 125. A resolution in support and rec-
ognition of National Train Day, May 9, 2009;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 540

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 540, a bill to amend
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act with respect to liability under
State and local requirements respect-
ing devices.

S. 614

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 614, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to the
Women Airforce Service Pilots
(“WASP”).
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S. 645
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
645, a bill to amend title 32, United
States Code, to modify the Department
of Defense share of expenses under the
National Guard Youth Challenge Pro-
gram.
S. 738
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 738, a bill to amend the Consumer
Credit Protection Act to assure mean-
ingful disclosures of the terms of rent-
al-purchase agreements, including dis-
closures of all costs to consumers
under such agreements, to provide cer-
tain substantive rights to consumers
under such agreements, and for other
purposes.
S. 790
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 790, a bill to improve access to
health care services in rural, frontier,
and urban underserved areas in the
United States by addressing the supply
of health professionals and the dis-
tribution of health professionals to
areas of need.
S. 909
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
909, a bill to provide Federal assistance
to States, local jurisdictions, and In-
dian tribes to prosecute hate crimes,
and for other purposes.
S. 944
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 944, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to require the Sec-
retaries of the military departments to
give wounded members of the reserve
components of the Armed Forces the
option of remaining on active duty dur-
ing the transition process in order to
continue to receive military pay and
allowances, to authorize members to
reside at their permanent places of res-
idence during the process, and for other
purposes.
S. 949
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 949, a bill to improve the loan
guarantee program of the Department
of Energy under title XVII of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005, to provide addi-
tional options for deploying energy
technologies, and for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 16
At the request of Mr. McCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 16, a concurrent resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Senate
that the President of the United States
should exercise his constitutional au-
thority to pardon posthumously John
Arthur ‘“Jack’” Johnson for the ra-
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cially motivated conviction in 1913
that diminished the athletic, cultural,
and historic significance of Jack John-
son and unduly tarnished his reputa-
tion.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr.
NELSON of Florida, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. VITTER,
Mr. CARDIN, Ms. LANDRIEU, and
Mrs. BOXER):

S. 952. A bill to develop and promote
a compressive plan for a national strat-
egy to address harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia through baseline research,
forecasting and monitoring, and miti-
gation and control while helping com-
munities detect, control, and mitigate
coastal and Great Lakes harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia events; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Amendments Act of 2009. This bill
would enhance the research programs
established in the Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Act of 1998 and reauthorized in
2004, which have greatly enhanced our
ability to predict outbreaks of harmful
algal blooms and the extent of hypoxic
zones. But knowing when outbreaks
will occur is only half the battle. By
funding additional research into miti-
gation and prevention of HABs and hy-
poxia, and by enabling communities to
develop response strategies to more ef-
fectively reduce their effects on our
coastal communities, this legislation
would take the next critical steps to
reducing the social and economic im-
pacts of these potentially disastrous
outbreaks.

I am proud to continue my leadership
on this important issue and I particu-
larly want to thank my counterpart on
this key piece of legislation, Senator
BILL NELSON. My partnership with Sen-
ator Breaux on the first two harmful
algal bloom bills proved extremely
fruitful, and I am pleased that Gulf of
Mexico—whose coastal residents are se-
verely impacted by both harmful algal
blooms, also known as HABs, and hy-
poxia—will continue to be so well rep-
resented as this program moves into
the future. I also want to thank the
bill’s additional co-sponsors, Senators
CANTWELL, CARDIN, VITTER, LANDRIEU,
BOXER and LEVIN for their vital con-
tributions. We all represent coastal
States directly affected by harmful
algal blooms and hypoxia, and we see
first hand the ecological and economic
damage caused by these events.

In New England blooms of
Alexandrium algae, more commonly
known as ‘‘red tide’’ can cause shellfish
to accumulate toxins that when con-
sumed by humans lead to paralytic
shellfish poisoning, PSP, a potentially
fatal neurological disorder. Therefore,
when levels of Alexandrium reach dan-
gerous levels, our fishery managers are
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