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the family’s finances. After attending a church 
youth retreat, he worked to overcome some of 
his own poor personal choices and become a 
model of integrity for others. 

Josh Teetsel, Lucas High School—Placed in 
a foster home after the death of his mother, 
Josh struggled to make the right choices in 
the face of pressure from friends. He has 
since turned his life around, earning the re-
spect of his teachers and volunteering at the 
local fire department. Josh will soon enroll at 
Ohio’s Hocking College. 

Joseph (Joey) Bennett, Madison Com-
prehensive High School—Coping with hearing 
and vision impairments and enduring several 
open-heart surgeries before age 2, Joey is an 
inspiration to everyone at his school, where he 
is an eager volunteer at sporting and other ex-
tracurricular activities. He recently completed 
Madison’s auto tech training program. 

Ian Kent, Mansfield Christian High School— 
Various sleep disorders and other medical 
problems have slowed Ian’s academic work, 
but he continues to persevere in his home 
studies. He enjoys volunteering at his church 
and at Mansfield’s Kingwood Center, and 
looks forward to attending North Central State 
College. 

Leona Smith, Mansfield Senior High 
School—In just the last year, Leona has suf-
fered from three collapsed lungs requiring sur-
gery. Despite these setbacks, she has main-
tained a 3.6 grade point average in college 
prep courses and is on course to graduate a 
year early—all while working two jobs to sup-
port herself financially. 

Brandon O’Brian, Ontario High School— 
Brandon’s positive attitude in working to over-
come a cognitive disability is a model for his 
fellow students. In addition to his studies at 
Pioneer Career and Technology Center, he is 
an active member of the Mansfield Police De-
partment’s Explorer Post and works part-time 
at Ontario’s Skyway Restaurant. 
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HONORING TRAVIS HOGLE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Travis Hogle a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 66, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Travis has been very active with his troop 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Travis has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Travis Hogle for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

RECOGNIZING CRAY HENRY AS A 
2009 SERVICE TO AMERICA 
MEDAL FINALIST 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the tremendous 
contributions of Cray Henry, of Annandale, 
Va., to our nation and specifically to improving 
the safety of our deployed military personnel. 
Mr. Henry, as director of the High Perform-
ance Computing Modernization Program, led 
the effort to provide supercomputer support al-
lowing the Department of Defense to improve 
body and vehicle armor for troops in the field. 
The work of his team also helped enhance 
overall military performance and saved billions 
of taxpayer dollars. In recognition of those 
achievements, Mr. Henry and his team have 
been named finalists for the 2009 Service to 
America Medal for National Security and Inter-
national Affairs. 

As my colleagues know, the Service to 
America Medals, or Sammies as they are 
more commonly known, are presented annu-
ally by the nonprofit, nonpartisan Partnership 
for Public Service to celebrate our dedicated 
federal workforce, highlighting their commit-
ment and innovation, as well as the impact of 
their work on addressing the needs of the na-
tion. 

The state-of-the-art supercomputing environ-
ment created by the High Performance Com-
puting Modernization Program team, led by 
Mr. Henry, enabled DoD scientists and engi-
neers to design and test innovative materials 
and weapons systems. 

For example, the team helped speed the 
development and rapid deployment of the 
Hellfire missile that has been used to neu-
tralize terrorists in buildings, bunkers and 
caves. 

The team also was tapped to help the sol-
diers in Iraq, providing resources for complex 
modeling and simulations to develop new 
armor kits for Humvees to better adapt and 
protect against improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs) that were killing and wounding Amer-
ican soldiers. 

In addition to its field applications, the 
supercomputing team has brought advances 
in weather forecasting to allow the U.S. Navy 
and Air Force to provide more accurate, up-to- 
the-minute and long-range information to 
ground forces anywhere in the world, which is 
a great asset in helping commanders plan 
military operations. Applying this capability to 
aircraft flight planning, the DoD anticipates 
saving $1 billion in fuel costs over 10 years. 

The DoD’s hurricane prediction models are 
so accurate that the National Hurricane Center 
is now using them together with other models 
to predict hurricane paths. The team’s mod-
eling also has been a tremendous resource in 
rebuilding the levees in New Orleans in the 
wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
Mr. Henry and his team for their tremendous 
contribution to protecting our troops and im-
proving our national preparedness. His 27 
years of public service and his drive for inno-
vation serve as an example to us all, and his 
recognition as finalists for the 2009 Service to 
America Medal for Homeland Security is well 
deserved. 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to recognize the more 
than 40,000 teachers from Broward and 
Miami-Dade Counties during National Teacher 
Appreciation Week, taking place this year from 
May 3 through May 9, 2009. 

This week all across America, our Nation’s 
schoolchildren, their parents, PTAs and others 
are gathering to show their appreciation for 
the professional educators who work every 
day to make their futures brighter. Teacher 
Appreciation Week is a great opportunity to 
stop and pay tribute to the profession that 
shapes the world of tomorrow. Madam Speak-
er, it gives me great pleasure to recognize the 
lasting contributions that these men and 
women make to the lives of thousands of stu-
dents in South Florida. 

Today, I am pleased to commend the efforts 
of two special teachers in my district: Tony 
Dutra, a reading teacher from the Hallandale 
Community Center in Hallandale, Florida, 
teaches Extraordinary Student Education. 
When he was a student Mr. Dutra was learn-
ing disabled so he understands the challenges 
his student go through on a daily basis. Mr. 
Dutra was named Broward County’s public 
school teacher of the year. 

Patricia Fairclough, a second grade teacher 
from Airbase Elementary School in Home-
stead, Florida, was Miami-Dade County’s pub-
lic school teacher of the year. As a first-grad-
er, Patricia struggled in class, but she was in-
spired by a caring teacher and now she is 
helping other children who need a little extra 
tough love. 

I hope that you will all join me in thanking 
Mr. Dutra and Ms. Fairclough and all of our 
nation’s teachers for everything they do each 
and every day to encourage, instruct and 
guide our students. All of America’s teachers 
deserve more than a week of recognition for 
their investment in our country’s most precious 
resource, our children. 

Too often teachers are overworked and un-
derpaid. They spend long hours in the class-
room, many hours after the school day coach-
ing our kids and leading their extracurricular 
groups, and then go home to spend more time 
grading papers. 

Teachers invest their own lives in the lives 
of our children, and every day they empower 
young people with the knowledge and tools 
needed to be successful and confident. Amer-
ica’s future is in the hands of our children and 
we owe our teachers a universe of thanks for 
their hard work. 
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ELIZABETH PORRAS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Elizabeth 
Porras who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Elizabeth Porras is a senior at Jefferson High 
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School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Elizabeth 
Porras is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Elizabeth Porras for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication she has shown in her 
academic career to her future accomplish-
ments. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERV-
ICES OF MICHAEL AND MARIAN 
ILITCH, UPON THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF 
LITTLE CEASARS 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor and acknowledge Michael and 
Marian Ilitch, entrepreneurs and pillars of the 
Michigan community, upon the 50th anniver-
sary of the founding of Little Caesars. 

On May 8, 1959, fifty years ago, Mike and 
Marian opened the first Little Caesars in Gar-
den City, Michigan, under the name Little 
Caesars Pizza Treat. From this one store, Lit-
tle Caesars would grow to include a pizza em-
pire of many thousands of restaurants through 
franchising. The company eventually became 
widely known for its famous catchphrase, 
‘‘Pizza! Pizza!’’ which was introduced in 1979. 
The phrase refers to two pizzas being offered 
for the comparable price of a single pizza from 
competitors. In 1998, Little Caesars filled what 
was then the current largest pizza order, filling 
an order of 13,386 pizzas from the VF Cor-
poration of Greensboro, NC. Today, Little 
Caesars is the largest carry-out pizza chain in 
the world. 

Mike was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1929. 
He is a first generation American of Macedo-
nian descent. A graduate of Cooley High 
School, Mike also served his country in the 
United States Marine Corps for four years. 
After returning home from the Marine Corps, 
Mike was offered a contract by the Detroit Ti-
gers baseball team and went on to play three 
years in the minor leagues before he was 
forced to prematurely end his promising career 
due to injury. In 1954 Mike met Marian on a 
blind date arranged by his father. Marian was 
born and raised in Dearborn, Michigan, a 
daughter of Macedonian immigrants. They 
were married a year later. 

Over the course of their lives together Mike 
and Marian have expanded their business and 
personal partnership very successfully. Today, 
the family’s entities remain privately held. In 
1999, the Ilitches established Ilitch Holdings, 
Inc. to provide their various enterprises with 
professional and technical services. These en-
terprises include Little Caesars, the Detroit 
Red Wings, the Detroit Tigers, numerous 
property investments in and around Detroit, as 
well as the MotorCity Casino. They have been 

married for over 50 wonderful years and have 
seven children together: son Christopher Paul 
Ilitch (born June 1965) is CEO and President 
of Ilitch Holdings, Inc.; daughter Denise D. 
Ilitch (born November 1955) is an attorney and 
former co-President, with her brother, of Ilitch 
Holdings. Other children are Ronald ‘‘Ron’’ 
Tyrus Ilitch (born June 1957), Michael C. Ilitch, 
Jr., Lisa M. Ilitch Murray, Atanas Ilitch (born 
Thomas Ilitch) and Carole M. Ilitch Trepeck. 
Further, in Stanley Cup history, only 12 
women have had their names engraved on the 
trophy including Marian and their three daugh-
ters. 

The Ilitch family has also established a 
charitable foundation called Ilitch Charities for 
Children (ICC). Among other things, the ICC 
sponsors Little Caesars AAA Hockey Scholar-
ship to encourage amateur sports. The ICC in 
2009, so far, has given a total of $50,000 in 
grants to the Detroit Renaissance Foundation 
($25,000) and the United Way of Southeastern 
Michigan ($25,000) for innovative community 
programs, demonstrating a broader scope for 
the charitable organization. Most recently, 
Ilitch Charities presented a total of $200,000 
to benefit the Greening of Detroit’s Conserva-
tion Leadership Corps and the Guidance Cen-
ter’s Project CEO. 

Madam Speaker for 50 years Little Caesars 
has stood as a tribute to the hard work of Mi-
chael and Marian Ilitch and their family. As 
they celebrate this enormous milestone, they 
personify a legacy of excellence, ingenuity, 
and the irrepressible spirit of the American en-
trepreneur. Today, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the Ilitches and recog-
nizing their years of loyal service to our com-
munity and country. 
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GABBY RIVERA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Gabby Rivera 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Gabby 
Rivera is an 8th grader at Arvada Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Gabby Ri-
vera is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education 
and develop a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Gabby Rivera for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments. 

RECOGNIZING SEAN P. DENNEHY 
AS A 2009 SERVICE TO AMERICA 
MEDAL FINALIST 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the tremendous 
contributions of Sean P. Dennehy, of Vienna, 
Va., to our nation and specifically to our intel-
ligence community. Mr. Dennehy and his col-
league Don Burke, of Alexandria, Va., led an 
innovative effort to create a sensitive-informa-
tion sharing system for the Central Intelligence 
Agency. In recognition of that achievement, 
they have been named finalists for the 2009 
Service to America Medal for Homeland Secu-
rity. 

As my colleagues know, the Service to 
America Medals, or Sammies as they are 
more commonly known, are presented annu-
ally by the nonprofit, nonpartisan Partnership 
for Public Service to celebrate our dedicated 
federal workforce, highlighting their commit-
ment and innovation, as well as the impact of 
their work on addressing the needs of the na-
tion. 

Mr. Dennehy and Mr. Burke developed and 
implemented a Wikipedia-like clearinghouse of 
sensitive intelligence information known as 
‘‘Intellipedia.’’ The intelligence community has 
traditionally discouraged the wide sharing of 
intelligence for fear of compromising classified 
information, but the downsides of that strategy 
became apparent to us all after learning of 
how intelligence agencies failed to ‘‘connect 
the dots’’ in the months leading up to the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. 

The pair spent four years developing the 
software, cobbling together financing and try-
ing to overcome cultural resistance, but their 
persistence and dedication paid off. 

Eric Haseltine, former chief technology offi-
cer of the intelligence community, said, ‘‘It’s 
hard to overstate what they did. They made a 
major transformation almost overnight with no 
money after other programs failed to achieve 
these results with millions of dollars in fund-
ing.’’ 

Once they successfully created the web- 
based platform for sharing information, Mr. 
Dennehy and Mr. Burke then shifted their 
focus to recruiting their colleagues in the intel-
ligence community to actually use it. They be-
came ‘‘evangelists,’’ educating analysts and 
spreading the word about the potential bene-
fits of Intellipedia and other social media tools. 
The system now boasts more than 900,000 
pages and 100,000 user accounts. In fact, 
leaders in the intelligence community say we 
are reacting more quickly and more intel-
ligently to potential threats than we would be 
without Intellipedia. 

This initiative has increased the flow of in-
formation among the nation’s 16 intelligence 
agencies around the world, and it is still work-
ing to break down institutional stovepipes. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
Mr. Dennehy and Mr. Burke for their tremen-
dous contribution to our national security. 
Their commitment to public service and inno-
vation serve as an example to us all, and their 
recognition as finalists for the 2009 Service to 
America Medal for Homeland Security is well 
deserved. 
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