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lost on my amendment last week. But
I am not going to give up. The defeat of
the amendment on mortgage fore-
closure is postponing the inevitable.
The inevitable is that we are going to
have to reckon with the financial insti-
tutions in this country and the fact
that they do not have the national in-
terest in their hearts when it comes to
some of these basic decisions that need
to be made.

It is time for us to work with the will
of the people of this country and to es-
tablish some order that gives working
families and homeowners across Amer-
ica a fighting chance.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, before
the Senator from Illinois leaves the
floor, I thank him. He has been a voice,
indeed, for people who don’t have a
voice. He has done that throughout his
career both here and in the House. It is
a pleasure listening to him.

I believe I asked unanimous consent
to have my statement on S. 454 printed
in the RECORD immediately after our
legislation is called up this afternoon,
and with the permission of Senator
McCAIN, I ask unanimous consent to
have his statement also printed in the
RECORD at that time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HAGAN). The Senator from New York is
recognized.

————————

HELPING MOTHERS AND
CHILDREN

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to talk about a bill
that I will be introducing called the
Elimination of the Single Parent Tax
Act.

When I came to the Senate, I re-
flected often on some of the work I did
in the House. As a Congresswoman, I
spent a lot of time in my community
doing ‘‘Congress on York corner.” I
would go to a local book shop or a sen-
ior center or a grocery store and meet
with folks and listen to their concerns.
I would try very hard to turn those
concerns into legislative ideas.

One of the last ones I did as a House
Member was in Warren County. A
woman said to me:

Congresswoman, I received a bill from the
Federal Government and I need you to do
something about it.

She was very visibly upset. She also
said to me:

This is a bill for $25. I am a single mom and
I earn about $20,000 a year. I have 3 boys. The
Federal Government is billing me because 1
receive child support. I cannot handle an-
other bill, and while $25 may not seem like a
lot to you, it is to me, because $25 is what I
spend for my boys for lunch for a week.
Please do something about this.

I looked into the issue, and I found
out it was part of the Bush administra-
tion’s Deficit Reduction Act of 2005. It
occurred to me, why in the world are
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we trying to balance the Federal budg-
et on the backs of single parents, par-
ticularly those who need that money to
provide for their kids? On average, 30
percent of the income that single par-
ents receive is from their child support.
So it goes a long way to providing
basic needs for their kids, whether it is
for diapers, baby formula, food, edu-
cation, or health care. So I wrote this
bill to address this problem. I think it
should not be paid by the single par-
ents, or the States, and that, in fact,
the overhead should be covered.

This penalty raises only $65 million
per year. That is a cost I think we
should include as we begin to look at
the Deficit Reduction Act this year.

Interestingly enough, in the Deficit
Reduction Act, under the Bush admin-
istration, they also cut more than $4
billion of incentive payments the Fed-
eral Government had made to States to
help encourage them to improve child
support programs. This funding is cru-
cial to how our single parents provide
for their kids.

As we begin to look at Mother’s Day,
which is right around the corner and it
is a time when we all reflect on how
much our mothers have done for us and
how much we love them, I think we as
Federal legislators should do what we
can do to protect our mothers and to
stand up for them and help them take
care of their kids.

If we can pass this bill, it will make
a difference for many families in New
York State. There are more than
200,000 families who are affected by this
tax. For example, over 13,000 single
parents in western New York; over
14,000 single parents in Rochester and
the Finger Lakes region; over 11,000
single parents in central New York;
over 8,000 single parents in the south-
ern tier; over 18,000 single parents in
the capital region; over 7,000 single par-
ents in the north country; and over
25,000 single parents in the Hudson Val-
ley.

Right now there are 27 States across
the country that are charging this sin-
gle parent penalty tax. This could
make a difference all across our great
Nation.

I am going to work very hard with
the Finance Committee chairman to
strike this fee from the Deficit Reduc-
tion Act when it is reviewed by the
committee in the coming months.

As we reflect on Mother’s Day, we
have to do our part to make a dif-
ference for our mothers. One other
issue that is near and dear to my heart
that will make a difference for our
moms is the Paycheck Fairness Act. If
we look at the statistics, it is pretty
unbelievable. For every dollar a man
earns, a woman earns only 78 cents. If
you are a woman of color, it is even
worse. If you are an African-American
woman, you will earn 62 cents. If you
are Latino, you will earn 53 cents. That
is unacceptable and unfair because
when women earn more money, they
can bring more money home to their
families and better provide for their
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kids. All the statistics show when
women earn their fair share, children
have better access to education, health
care, and opportunities.

As we celebrate Mother’s Day, let’s
do something for our mothers and fight
for them so they can protect and pro-
vide for their children.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ENSIGN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ENSIGN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has that right.

CELEBRATING THE
ACHIEVEMENTS OF WEST PREP

Mr. ENSIGN. Madam President, I rise
to honor the leaders, visionaries, stu-
dents, faculty, and the parents at West
Prep in North Las Vegas, NV. At a
time when disappointing and depress-
ing news seems to fill our days, there is
a light of promise beaming from a very
unlikely place in my State.

Just a few short years ago, the writ-
ing was on the chalkboard for West
Middle School. The school was persist-
ently dangerous and consistently the
lowest performing middle school in
southern Nevada. Madam President, 100
percent of the students are from low-
income households, and 92 percent of
them are Hispanic or Black. These chil-
dren had not just been left behind,
their futures were sort of swept under
the rug for someone else to deal with
at another time.

Fortunately, there are educators who
will never settle for that. Associate su-
perintendent Dr. Ed Goldman asked if
he could take the school over. He hired
a young, brash, hungry principal
named Dr. Mike Barton and made sure
the school had empowerment-level
funding. He also gave Dr. Barton tre-
mendous reign over the school. That
was in April 2006.

Today, West Prep is a study in edu-
cation innovation. They extended the
school day and provided a third semes-
ter as summer school. Forty percent of
the children have voluntarily signed up
for this summer school. Now they have
begun a transition to a full K-12 cam-
pus. There is afterschool tutoring. The
students wear uniforms. There is a
newcomer track for students new to
the United States. Science and math
classes are divided by gender. There is
a law enforcement class that collabo-
rates with the FBI and a Men Men-
toring Men program, both of which are
keeping kids out of the dean’s office.
Students feel safe now when they go to
this school. Most importantly, they are
finally learning.
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