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HONORING PROFESSOR ED 

DEPETERS OF DAVIS, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Professor 
Ed DePeters, the 2009 recipient of the Univer-
sity of California, Davis Prize for Under-
graduate Teaching and Scholarly Achieve-
ment. This $40,000 prize, first awarded in 
1987, is believed to be the largest under-
graduate teaching award in the nation. The 
prize is awarded to scholars who are success-
ful not only in their research, but convey their 
excitement and love of scholarship to their stu-
dents. 

Professor DePeters, or ‘‘Dr. D’’ as students 
call him, is an animal scientist and expert in 
dairy cow nutrition, but his hallmark at UC 
Davis is imparting his knowledge and passion 
for these subjects to his students. 

Growing up on a farm in upstate New York, 
Professor DePeters developed an interest in 
animal agriculture that led him to Cornell Uni-
versity for a bachelor’s degree in animal 
science. He went on to Penn State for a mas-
ter’s degree in dairy science, but instead of re-
turning home as he had planned, he continued 
his studies and earned his doctoral degree in 
dairy science, which led him to a faculty posi-
tion at UC Davis. 

Professor DePeters’ research focuses on 
how the composition of milk, particularly the 
fatty-acid content, can be modified by changes 
in the cow’s diet, and how agricultural byprod-
ucts such as almond hulls and cottonseed can 
be converted into nutritious feeds. His re-
search has resulted in more than 120 scientific 
publications and is widely influential in the in-
dustry. 

Notwithstanding his research achievements, 
Professor DePeters’ energy and personal con-
cern have stood out in the minds of his stu-
dents. Their reviews are peppered with com-
ments like ‘‘very enthusiastic’’ . . . ‘‘really 
knows his material’’ . . . ‘‘very approachable’’ 
. . . ‘‘incredible teacher’’ . . . ‘‘funny and gift-
ed’’ . . . ‘‘the most motivated and dedicated 
teacher’’ . . . ‘‘a great guy and awesome pro-
fessor’’ . . . ‘‘I love this class; it’s top priority.’’ 
He teaches a lower-division course in livestock 
production and upper-division courses in dairy 
cattle production and animal feeds and nutri-
tion. 

Professor DePeters makes a point of learn-
ing students’ names, and he takes pictures of 
each student and carries the pictures around 
with him until he has learned them all. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time for us to acknowledge and thank Pro-
fessor Ed DePeters for his years of exemplary 
work as a scholar and educator, and to con-
gratulate him on receiving this well-deserved 
award. His commitment to inspiring and edu-
cating students has been unwavering, and he 
deserves our congratulations. 

CELEBRATING THE 61ST ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
NATION OF ISRAEL 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Israel on the 61st anni-
versary of its founding on May 14, 1948. 

Israel is a true friend to the United States. 
For the past 61 years, Israel and the United 
States have been linked on many levels. We 
have sustained a strong partnership, sharing 
not only a commitment to peace and security 
in the Middle East, but also common demo-
cratic ideals and principles. 

Israel is a nation founded by people seeking 
refuge from religious persecution. It has devel-
oped into a thriving democracy proud of its 
achievements, building a strong and vibrant 
society committed to the rule of law and sus-
taining a robust economy. 

While Israelis continue to contribute a great 
deal to society, the state of Israel exists in a 
dangerous neighborhood. It has weathered 
continued attacks by Hamas and Hezbollah 
and faces an increasing threat from Iran. 
These are real obstacles to peace that threat-
en the safety of Israeli men, women, and chil-
dren, and affect the stability of the region. De-
spite these challenges, Israel still works to-
ward peace and security with its neighbors. 

Israel has taken meaningful, unilateral steps 
toward this end. It has fostered an amicable, 
working relationship with Egypt and Jordan, 
removed troops from Gaza and Lebanon, and 
has participated in open negotiations with the 
Palestinian government to work toward a pro-
ductive peace agreement for both sides. While 
the United States will remain an active player 
in the Middle East peace process, true peace 
can only be achieved through a pragmatic and 
faithful approach constructed by regional au-
thorities. 

Madam Speaker, Israel wants peace, and 
the United States must remain committed to 
helping its friend achieve this goal. I stand 
here today to affirm my commitment to the na-
tion of Israel and to congratulate our friend 
and partner on its 61st anniversary. 

f 

FRAUD ENFORCEMENT AND 
RECOVERY ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of S. 386, the Fraud Enforcement and 
Recovery Act. This legislation provides the 
Department of Justice with the tools it needs 
to fight fraud in the use of funds under the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program, TARP, and 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
S.386 has a number of provisions that seek to 
protect Americans by ensuring the agencies 
tasked with investigating and prosecuting 
mortgage and financial fraud have the funding 
and personnel they need to do so. I am also 
pleased the House recognizes the need for in-
creased accountability for mortgage lending 

businesses not directly regulated or insured by 
the Federal Government, an industry respon-
sible for nearly half the residential mortgage 
market before the housing crash. 

I am more hesitant to support other provi-
sions of S. 386. This bill includes an amend-
ment to establish a special commission to in-
vestigate the causes of the current financial 
crisis. I believe that any such commission 
should be comprised of members of this body, 
who are furthermore from the committees of 
jurisdiction relevant to the matter. I have intro-
duced a resolution, H. Res. 345, to do pre-
cisely that. It is my long-held belief that the 
Congress should, contrary to the prevailing 
fashion of the times, conduct its own oversight 
work. For the simple fact that members of this 
body will ultimately write the legislation to re- 
impose a strict regulatory framework upon the 
financial services industry, they should be per-
sonally involved in vigorous efforts to expose 
the many and sundry causes of this country’s 
recent economic collapse. In brief, well-in-
formed members of Congress write more ef-
fective legislation. 

With this in mind, I voice my support for ag-
gressive oversight of the financial services in-
dustry, but respectfully object to the manner in 
which S. 386, as amended, mandates it be 
performed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING EAGLES OF 
DESOTO HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
the Eagles of DeSoto High School on their vic-
tory over neighboring Cedar Hill High School. 
This ‘‘Battle of Belt Line’’ has been played 
many times over the years, but this was the 
first time the state title was on the line. With 
the Eagles win, DeSoto can now claim their 
second state basketball championship. These 
outstanding young men have come a long way 
this past season and have made their commu-
nity in Dallas County so very proud. 

Winning a state championship is something 
that will last a lifetime. It is a remarkable 
achievement that few teams ever experience, 
and it is a legacy that will live with the 2008– 
09 Eagles forever. The Eagles and Coach 
Chris Dyer know what brought this state title 
back to DeSoto—hard work. It is doing that 
one extra sprint, that extra drill, shooting that 
extra free throw after practice that helped 
make the Eagles champions. Nobody out-
worked the Eagles and nobody could beat 
them in the state tournament. And nobody had 
a greater following or more community support 
than the Eagles of DeSoto High. 

It is an honor to pay tribute to the entire Ea-
gles squad and on behalf of all the residents 
of Texas, congratulations again to the Eagles 
of DeSoto High School and Coach Chris Dyer 
and the entire DeSoto community—you are an 
inspiration to us all. It is Eagles Pride at its fin-
est. Go Eagles! 
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