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I yield the floor, and I note the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mrs. LINCOLN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. LINCOLN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Senator LINCOLN
pertaining to the introduction of S. 997
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mrs. LINCOLN. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Madam President, as in
executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that at 1:45 p.m. today, the
Senate proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 64, the nomina-
tion of R. Gil Kerlikowske to be Direc-
tor of National Drug Control Policy,
with the time until 2 p.m. equally di-
vided and controlled between the lead-
ers or their designees; that at 2 p.m.,
the Senate proceed to vote on con-
firmation of the nomination; that upon
confirmation, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table; that no further
motions be in order; that the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action; and that the Senate then re-
sume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand in recess until 1:45 p.m.
today. We have the leaders of Afghani-
stan and Pakistan here today. They are
important meetings. We have a number
of things, and it would be better if we
are not in session. I appreciate every-
one allowing this consent to go for-
ward.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:46 p.m., recessed until 1:45 p.m.
and reassembled when called to order
by the Presiding Officer (Mr. UDALL of
New Mexico).
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NOMINATION OF R. GIL
KERLIKOWSKE TO BE DIRECTOR
OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
POLICY

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nomination, which the
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of R. Gil Kerlikowske
of Washington to be Director of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
until 2 p.m. is equally divided.

The Senator from Washington is rec-
ognized.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, our
Nation’s next drug czar is going to face
a number of key challenges. The Office
of Drug Control Policy is going to play
a leading role in addressing the drug-
related violence in Mexico and along
the southwest border—an area where, if
we don’t take the right steps to tackle
problems today, we will most certainly
see the spread of violence and drugs
into towns and residences thousands of
miles from the Mexican border.

We also know from history that as
the economy falls, crime rises, and
that crime is growing at the same time
law enforcement agencies across the
country face painful cutbacks and
greater strains on their personnel and
resources. It is, therefore, incumbent
upon the next drug czar to ensure that
law enforcement at all levels is work-
ing smarter, forging new relationships,
and leveraging the resources they have.
We will also have to address the rise in
prescription drug abuse, the continued
scourge of methamphetamine use, and
the violence that affects so many of
our communities due to drug traf-
ficking.

Seattle Police Chief Gil Kerlikowske
is the right man to address these big
challenges. Chief Kerlikowske brings a
fresh new perspective to the job as the
Nation’s drug czar. He is a cop’s cop,
and his perspective was shaped patrol-
ling the streets in Florida, New York,
and Washington State. Along the way,
he has helped thousands of people
touched by violence and drugs. He and
the law enforcement officials that he
has led have been on the front lines of
our Nation’s war against illicit nar-
cotics and in keeping our communities
safe. And I know that he will bring this
hands-on perspective to his job as our
Nation’s drug czar.

Chief Kerlikowske also understands
the importance of partnerships be-
tween ONDCP and our State and local
law enforcement communities, because
he has been on the local level. As the
head of the Major Cities Chiefs Organi-
zation, which represents the 63 largest
police departments in the TUnited
States, he sees the common problems
facing cities across the country. I have
seen this firsthand in his work as Se-
attle police chief.
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This past December, under Chief
Kerlikowske’s leadership, the Seattle
Police Department, in cooperation
with county, State, and Federal law
enforcement agencies, he was able to
bust a drug ring that stretched from
Mexico to Idaho to Seattle.

Chief Kerlikowske worked coopera-
tively to create a regional response to
gang violence in Seattle and in King
County. He built a coalition with the
King County Sheriff’s Office and other
King County police chiefs, with the
Washington Department of Correc-
tions, the ATF, and other community
leaders to tackle persistent gang vio-
lence in our neighborhoods. These
multiagency, Federal-local partner-
ships require cooperation and com-
promise, and they require a leader with
Chief Kerlikowske’s experience to
bring them all together. Local police
chiefs and sheriffs have told me they
are sorry to see him go, but the Nation
is gaining a true innovator in Gil
Kerlikowske. I know he is going to con-
tinue to work on these relationships
with State and local law enforcement
across the country, and this approach
will make all of our communities safer.

Chief Kerlikowske also understands
that the drug war will not only be won
on the streets but in our classrooms
and in our homes. For the past 9 years,
he has been the national board chair-
man for the group Fight Crime: Invest
in Kids. Under the guidance of Chief
Kerlikowske, this group has focused
their efforts on the importance of pre-
vention by fighting for early childhood
intervention funding, afterschool pro-
grams, and efforts to prevent child
abuse. Chief Kerlikowske knows the
best way to end the use of drugs and
spread of crime is to prevent it, and he
will bring that commonsense approach
to ONDCP.

Chief Kerlikowske has served the
people of our State well, and he will
serve the people of the Nation well
also. I am so proud to support his con-
firmation. In a few short minutes, the
Senate will be voting on this confirma-
tion, and I am very proud to stand here
today to tell my colleagues they will
be glad they voted with us to confirm
this nomination.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I would
like to take a minute to briefly discuss
my opposition to the nomination of Gil
Kerlikowske to be Director of National
Drug Control Policy. Chief
Kerlikowske has had a long career in
law enforcement, and he enjoys the
support of many of his colleagues.
However, the concerns I have about
certain aspects of his record prevent
me from being able to support his nom-
ination to be Director of ONDCP.

The principal purpose of ONDCP is to
establish policies, priorities, and objec-
tives for the nation’s drug control pro-
gram. The office has arguably never
been more important, as the United
States seeks to deal with the violent
drug cartels whose influence has begun
to cross into our borders. Yet Chief
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