S5296

Whereas the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park provides sanctuary for the most
diverse flora and fauna of any national park
in the temperate United States, and pre-
serves an unparalleled collection of historic
structures as a ‘“‘time capsule” of Appa-
lachian culture during the 19th and early
20th centuries;

Whereas, on September 2, 1940, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt dedicated the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park;

Whereas the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park has been the most popular na-
tional park in the United States since it
opened, and attracts between 9,000,000 and
10,000,000 visitors each year, making it the
most visited of the 58 national parks in the
United States; and

Whereas visitors to the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park contribute more
than $700,000,000 to the local economy each
year, resulting in more than 14,000 jobs in
North Carolina and Tennessee: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the citizens of Western
North Carolina and Eastern Tennessee for
their vision and sacrifice;

(2) commends the people of the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park and the
National Park Service for 75 years of suc-
cessful management and preservation of the
park land;

(3) congratulates the people of the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park on the 75th
anniversary of the park; and

(4) requests the Secretary of the Senate to
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution
for appropriate display to the headquarters
of the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  138—HON-
ORING CONCERNS OF POLICE
SURVIVORS FOR 25 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO FAMILY MEMBERS
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF
DUTY

Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BEGICH, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. TESTER, Mr. RISCH, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. DoDD, and Mrs. BOXER)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 138

Whereas May 14, 2009, marks the 25th anni-
versary of the founding of Concerns of Police
Survivors;

Whereas, for 25 years, Concerns of Police
Survivors has answered one of the highest
and most noble calls to service by providing
compassionate care and support to family
members of law enforcement officers killed
in the line of duty;

Whereas, for 25 years, Concerns of Police
Survivors has been a bedrock of strength for
those family members in helping them re-
build their shattered lives;

Whereas, for 25 years, Concerns of Police
Survivors has showed the highest amount of
concern and respect for the tens of thousands
of family members of law enforcement offi-
cers killed in the line of duty;

Whereas those family members bear the
most immediate and profound burden of the
absences of their loved ones;

Whereas Concerns of Police Survivors fa-
cilitates healing and provides love and re-
newed life to those family members far from
the eye of the media and the general public;

Whereas it is essential that the people of
the Unites States are made aware of the
good works of Concerns of Police Survivors
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and recognize the contributions of Concerns
of Police Survivors to so many families; and

Whereas National Police Week, observed in
2009 from May 10 to May 16, is the most ap-
propriate time to honor Concerns of Police
Survivors: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors Concerns of Police Survivors for
25 years of service to the family members of
law enforcement officers killed in the line of
duty across the United States;

(2) recognizes and thanks Concerns of Po-
lice Survivors for assisting in rebuilding the
shattered lives of those family members
through the organization’s invaluable pro-
grams;

(3) urges the people of the United States to
join with the Senate in thanking Concerns of
Police Survivors on behalf of the Nation; and

(4) recognizes with great appreciation the
sacrifices made by the families of law en-
forcement officers killed in the line of duty
in providing essential support to one an-
other.

———
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 1057. Mr. COBURN submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 454, to improve the organiza-
tion and procedures of the Department of De-
fense for the acquisition of major weapon
systems, and for other purposes.

———————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1057. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 454, to improve the
organization and procedures of the De-
partment of Defense for the acquisition
of major weapon systems, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:
SEC. 207. PLAN FOR ELIMINATION OF WEAK-

NESSES IN OPERATIONS THAT
HINDER CAPACITY TO ASSEMBLE
AND ASSESS RELIABLE COST INFOR-
MATION ON ACQUIRED ASSETS
UNDER MAJOR DEFENSE ACQUISI-
TION PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Chief Management Officer of the Depart-
ment of Defense shall submit to Congress a
report setting forth a plan to identify and
address weaknesses in operations that hinder
the capacity to assemble and assess reliable
cost information on the systems and assets
to be acquired under major defense acquisi-
tion programs.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) Mechanisms to identify any weaknesses
in operations under major defense acquisi-
tion programs that hinder the capacity to
assemble and assess reliable cost informa-
tion on the systems and assets to be acquired
under such programs in accordance with ap-
plicable accounting standards.

(2) Mechanisms to address weaknesses in
operations under major defense acquisition
programs identified pursuant to the utiliza-
tion of the mechanisms set forth under para-
graph (1).

(3) A description of the proposed imple-
mentation of the mechanisms set forth pur-
suant to paragraph (2) to address the weak-
nesses described in that paragraph, includ-
ing—

(A) the actions to be taken to implement
such mechanisms;

(B) a schedule for carrying out such mech-
anisms; and
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(C) metrics for assessing the progress made
in carrying out such mechanisms.

(4) A description of the organization and
resources required to carry out mechanisms
set forth pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2).

(5) In the case of the financial management
practices of each military department appli-
cable to major defense acquisition pro-
grams—

(A) a description of any weaknesses in such
practices; and

(B) a description of the actions to be taken
to remedy such weaknesses.

(c) CONSULTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In preparing the report re-
quired by subsection (a), the Chief Manage-
ment Officer of the Department of Defense
shall seek and consider input from each of
the following:

(A) The Chief Management Officer of the
Department of the Army.

(B) The Chief Management Officer of the
Department of the Navy.

(C) The Chief Management Officer of the
Department of the Air Force.

(2) FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT PRACTICES.—In
preparing for the report required by sub-
section (a) the matters covered by subsection
(b)(5) with respect to a particular military
department, the Chief Management Officer
of the Department of Defense shall consult
specifically with the Chief Management Offi-
cer of the military department concerned.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
May 7, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. in room 106 of
the Dirksen Senate office building.
THe PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 9:30

a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 7, 2009 at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Strengthening the
S.E.C.’s Vital Enforcement Respon-
sibilities.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I
would like to ask unanimous consent
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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