May 7, 2009

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
May 7, 2009, to conduct a business
meeting.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 10 a.m., in
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
‘““Auctioning under Cap and Trade: De-
sign, Participation and Distribution of
Revenues”.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet,
during the session of the Senate on
May 7, 2009, to conduct a hearing. The
hearing will commence at 10 a.m., in
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet,
during the session of the Senate on
May 7, 2009. The hearing will com-
mence at 2 p.m., in room 430 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 2:15
p.m., in room 628 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting on Thursday, May 7, 2009,
at 10 a.m., in room SD-226 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Energy be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
to conduct a hearing on Thursday, May
7, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in room 366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on
Oversight of Government Management,
the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.
to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Uncle
Sam Wants You!: Recruitment in the
Federal Government.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF
CANADA TO END THE COMMER-
CIAL SEAL HUNT

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 57, S. Res. 84.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 84) urging the Govern-
ment of Canada to end the commercial seal
hunt.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 84

Whereas the Government of Canada per-
mits an annual commercial hunt for seals in
the waters off the east coast of Canada;

Whereas an international outcry regarding
the plight of the seals hunted in Canada re-
sulted in the 1983 ban by the European Union
of whitecoat and blueback seal skins and the
subsequent collapse of the commercial seal
hunt in Canada;

Whereas the Marine Mammal Protection
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) bars the
import into the United States of any seal
products;

Whereas, in recent years, the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans of Canada has author-
ized historically high quotas for harp seals;

Whereas more than 1,000,000 seals have
been killed during the past 4 years;

Whereas harp seal pups can legally be
hunted in Canada as soon as they have begun
to molt their white coats, at approximately
12 days of age;

Whereas 97 percent of the seals killed are
pups between just 12 days and 12 weeks of
age;

Whereas, in 2007, an international panel of
experts in veterinary medicine and zoology
was invited by the Humane Society of the
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United States to observe the commercial
seal slaughter in Canada;

Whereas the report by the panel noted that
sealers failed to comply with sealing regula-
tions in Canada and that officials of the Gov-
ernment of Canada failed to enforce such
regulations;

Whereas the report also concluded that the
killing methods permitted during the com-
mercial seal hunt in Canada are inherently
inhumane and should be prohibited;

Whereas many seals are shot in the course
of the hunt and escape beneath the ice where
they die slowly and are never recovered;

Whereas such seals are not properly count-
ed in official kill statistics, increasing the
likelihood that the actual kill level is far
higher than the level that is reported;

Whereas the few thousand fishermen who
participate in the commercial seal hunt in
Canada earn, on average, only a tiny fraction
of their annual income from killing seals;

Whereas members of the fishing and seal-
ing industries in Canada continue to justify
the seal hunt on the grounds that the seals
in the Northwest Atlantic are preventing the
recovery of cod stocks, despite the lack of
any credible scientific evidence to support
this claim;

Whereas the consensus in the international
scientific community is that culling seals
will not assist in the recovery of fish stocks
and that seals are a vital part of the fragile
marine ecosystem of the Northwest Atlantic;

Whereas polling consistently shows that
the overwhelming majority of people in Can-
ada oppose the commercial seal hunt;

Whereas the vast majority of seal products
are exported from Canada, and the sealing
industry relies on international markets for
its products;

Whereas 10 countries have prohibited trade
in seal products in recent years, and the Eu-
ropean Union is now considering a prohibi-
tion on trade in seal products; and

Whereas the persistence of this cruel and
needless commercial hunt is inconsistent
with the well-earned international reputa-
tion of Canada: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) urges the Government of Canada to pro-
hibit the commercial hunting of seals; and

(2) strongly supports an unconditional pro-
hibition by the European Union on trade in
seal products.

——
NATIONAL TRAIN DAY

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commerce
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 125.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 125) in support and
recognition of National Train Day, May 9,
2009.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table en bloc, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

125) was
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