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bacteria can be reduced by preserving the ef-
fectiveness of current antibiotics through infec-
tion control, vaccination and prudent use of 
antibiotics, and by developing new antibiotics 
specifically to treat infections caused by anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria.’’ 

In addition, there are problems of significant 
and inappropriate use of antimicrobials; a lack 
of adequate research to address the many 
facets of resistance, including basic, clinical, 
interventional, and epidemiologic research as 
well as research to support the development 
of new diagnostics, biologics, devices and, of 
course, drugs; a fractured and under-funded 
resistance surveillance system; and insufficient 
coordination of the federal response, which is 
critically needed as the solutions to addressing 
antimicrobial resistance involve multiple agen-
cies and departments. 

To begin to respond to the drug resistance 
problem, eight years ago Congress passed 
legislation that became Section 319E, ‘‘Com-
bating Antimicrobial Resistance’’ of the Public 
Health Service Act. This law directed the Sec-
retary to establish an Antimicrobial Resistance 
Task Force to coordinate Federal programs 
relating to antimicrobial resistance; required 
research and development of new anti-
microbial drugs and diagnostics; established 
educational programs for medical and health 
personnel in the use of these drugs; and es-
tablished demonstration grants for programs 
promoting the judicious use of antimicrobial 
drugs and the detection and control of the 
spread of antimicrobial-resistant pathogens. 
Authorization for these programs expired Sep-
tember 30, 2006. The STAAR Act reauthorizes 
these programs and builds on the Federal ef-
forts that have been highlighted in the Public 
Health Service Action Plan to Combat Anti-
microbial Resistance, published in 2001 by the 
Task Force. 

The Action Plan identified thirteen key ele-
ments (out of 84 elements) as top priority ac-
tion items that are critically necessary to ad-
dress the growing resistance crisis. Regret-
tably, the Action Plan has never been funded. 

In spite of these past efforts to address the 
problem, antimicrobial resistance continues to 
grow. In 2004, the Infectious Diseases Society 
of America (IDSA) published, ‘‘Bad Bugs, No 
Drugs: As Antibiotic Discovery Stagnates a 
Public Health Crisis Brews’’ to highlight the 
lack of research and development for new 
antibiotics. Updates to this report continue to 
make the case that we need to do more. Anti-
bacterial drugs are not profitable compared to 
those that treat chronic (long-term) conditions 
and lifestyle issues. In addition, when a new 
antibiotic comes on the market, it is discour-
aged from use to avoid the development of re-
sistance. Also, antibiotics are taken for short 
periods of time—unlike those for chronic dis-
ease which may be taken daily. As a result, 
big pharmaceutical companies have pretty 
much turned their back on antibiotic develop-
ment. IDSA has published several other re-
ports that support many of the provisions 
found in the STAAR Act. 

The ‘‘Strategies to Address Antimicrobial 
Resistance (STAAR) Act’’ is comprehensive 
legislation that advances the thirteen key ele-
ments identified in the federal Action Plan and 
authorizes adequate funding for these strate-
gies. 

My bill strengthens existing efforts by estab-
lishing an Antimicrobial Resistance office 
(ARO) within the Office of the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services. The Director of 
the ARO would serve as the director of the ex-
isting interagency task force and work in con-
junction with the many Federal agencies which 
share responsibility to address antimicrobial 
resistance to ensure accountability and 
progress on the Action Plan. Also, to encour-
age input from experts outside the federal 
government, and to ensure accountability, my 
bill would establish a Public Health Anti-
microbial Advisory Board (PHAAB) to provide 
much needed advice about antimicrobial re-
sistance and strategies to address it. The 
STAAR Act will strengthen existing surveil-
lance, data collection, and research activities 
as a means to reduce the inappropriate use of 
antimicrobials, develop and test new interven-
tions to limit the spread of resistant organisms, 
and foster the development of new tools to de-
tect, prevent and treat these ‘‘bad bugs.’’ In-
fectious diseases experts have said they 
strongly support this multi-faceted, strategic 
approach. 

The STAAR Act has been endorsed by a 
number of organizations, including: Infectious 
Diseases Society of America (IDSA), Amer-
ican Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), 
Alliance for the Prudent Use of Antibiotics 
(APUA); American Association of Critical-Care 
Nurses (AACN); National Parent-Teacher As-
sociation (PTA); American Public Health Asso-
ciation (APHA); National Foundation for Infec-
tions Diseases (NFID); Council of State and 
Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE); and Michi-
gan Antibiotic Resistance Reduction Coalition 
(MARA); American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists (ASHP); Association for Profes-
sionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology 
(APIC); International Society of Microbial Re-
sistance (ISMR); Michigan Antibiotic Resist-
ance Reduction Coalition (MARA); National 
Athletic Trainers Association (NATA); Society 
of Infectious Diseases Pharmacists (SIDP); 
and Trust for America’s Health (TFAH). 

This legislation has been a long time com-
ing. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation and to work with me to 
give our federal agencies the tools they need 
to ensure that combating antimicrobial resist-
ance becomes a priority. 
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NATHAN BOECK 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Nathan Boeck 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Na-
than Boeck is an 8th grader at Oberon Middle 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Nathan 
Boeck is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Nathan Boeck for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 

same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, unfortunately, I was unable 
to get to the House floor in time on Wednes-
day, May 6, 2009, and therefore unable to 
cast a vote on the House floor that afternoon. 

However, had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on H. Res. 348, congratulating 
the University of North Carolina men’s basket-
ball team for winning the 2009 NCAA Division 
I Men’s Basketball National Championship. 
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SHELBY BEAN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Shelby Bean 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Shelby 
Bean is a senior at Arvada West High School 
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Shelby 
Bean is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education 
and develop a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Shelby Bean for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments. 

f 

TEN HONORED AT ANNUAL SEN-
IOR HALL OF FAME BREAKFAST 

HON. ROBERT WEXLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, today in 
Tamarac, Florida, ten outstanding Broward el-
ders will be honored at the Annual Senior Hall 
of Fame Breakfast. These ten seniors being 
honored have volunteered in their commu-
nities and have spent countless hours helping 
others. Their outstanding character and com-
passion have truly set them apart and make 
them worthy of this prestigious honor. 

Dorothy Arbogast of Pembroke Pines, who 
has been battling Lupus for many decades, 
has been volunteering with the Senior Com-
panion Program since 2004, serving over 
3,300 hours with people with tremendous 
physical, developmental, and emotional needs; 
as well as frail elders in their homes; adult day 
care centers; and providing relief to caregivers 
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