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HANNAH TURNER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Hannah Turn-
er who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Han-
nah Turner is a senior at Arvada High School 
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Hannah 
Turner is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Hannah Turner for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication she has shown in her 
academic career to her future 
accomplishments. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF VETERANS 
EDUCATION TUITION SUPPORT 
ACT OF 2009 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce the Veterans Edu-
cation Tuition Support Act of 2009 or the 
VETS Act to address some of the difficulties 
our military personnel face when they are acti-
vated while attending college. 

Thousands of military reservists have been 
activated to fight in Iraq and Afghanistan di-
rectly from their college campuses. Unfortu-
nately, students who serve in the military face 
unique hardships when called upon to defend 
the United States. 

Most colleges and universities refund tuition 
and fees to students when the activation oc-
curs during the academic calendar. However, 
instances have occurred when a service mem-
ber has not been reimbursed. 

The goal of the VETS Act is to provide our 
service members with certain rights when they 
are activated while in college to defend our 
country. The legislation requires colleges and 
universities to refund tuition and fees for un-
earned credit for unexpected withdrawals due 
to activation. 

It also sets guidelines for the Department of 
Education to forgive student loans when a stu-
dent service member for the semester or quar-
ter in which the service member is activated to 
defend the United States. 

Madam Speaker, I urge passage of this leg-
islation to give rights and protections to the 
service members activated while attending a 
college or university. This is the least we can 
do for our brave men and women in uniform 
who sacrifice so much for us. 

ON THE BIRTH OF JOHN PATE 
McMAHON 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, today I am happy to congratulate 
Aris and Gibson McMahon of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, on the birth of their new baby boy. John 
Pate McMahon was born on May 6, 2009, 
weighing 8 pounds and 11 ounces. He has 
been born into a loving home, where he will 
be raised by parents who are devoted to his 
well-being and bright future. 

On behalf of my wife Roxanne, and our en-
tire family, we want to wish Aris, Gibson, and 
John all the best. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO HUGH ‘‘SMITTY’’ 
SMITH, AN AMERICAN HERO 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
Hugh ‘‘Smitty’’ Smith, an American hero who 
served our nation through five major cam-
paigns in France, Belgium, Holland and Ger-
many during World War II. 

Mr. Smith served on the front lines with the 
744th Light Tank Battalion of the United 
States Army. As he advanced on the Axis 
Powers as the commander of an M24 tank, he 
was wounded by a German sniper in the face. 
Determined to fight for the liberation of Eu-
rope, he returned to his battalion three weeks 
later. Epitomizing the strength of the Allied 
Forces, Smitty staved off starvation and suf-
fered a concussion, only to stay his new post 
guarding German prisoners until they were re-
located. 

Serving as a de facto battalion commander 
and even as a medic when his comrades were 
targets of German snipers, Smitty was known 
by his men as a ‘‘go to guy.’’ Always rising to 
the occasion during the worst battlefield condi-
tions, Smitty guided, calmed and assisted his 
men when they needed him most. Mr. Smith’s 
bravery was simply unmatched. 

One of Mr. Smith’s most admirable leader-
ship qualities is his fervor for serving others. 
As this was evident in his youth, he continues 
today to lead by example and improve the 
wellbeing of his community by being a mem-
ber of the CAPS team, the volunteer citizens 
patrol unit for the Galt Police Department. This 
role only solidifies what we know to be true 
about Smitty, that he is always ready and will-
ing to serve others. 

The ability to inspire and live a life of com-
plete selflessness is the legacy of a true hero. 
It is an honor to recognize Hugh ‘‘Smitty’’ 
Smith for his immense dedication to improving 
the quality of life for so many individuals both 
here and abroad, and for his unwavering com-
mitment to equality and justice. He has truly 
served my district and the United States of 
America proudly. 

JOSEPH STIKA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Joseph Stika 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jo-
seph Stika is a senior at Arvada High School 
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph 
Stika is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education 
and develop a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Joseph Stika for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING MRS. KIM SCHMIDT 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Mrs. Kim 
Schmidt, recipient of the Harford County Pub-
lic Schools Teacher of the Year award. Kim is 
dedicated to motivating her students and en-
suring they receive an excellent education. 

Kim has been an educator for 18 years, 16 
of which have been in the Harford County 
Public School System. While Kim wanted to 
be a teacher from the time she was a little girl, 
her dream of teaching temporarily faded while 
she became interested in physical therapy. 
However, in college, Kim discovered her love 
for history and her desire to teach others. 

Graduating from the University of Delaware 
in 1991, Kim began her teaching career as a 
middle school Social Studies teacher at Old 
Court Middle School in Baltimore. In 1993, she 
began teaching at Havre de Grace High 
School and in 1996 she became the History 
Department Chairperson at Fallston Middle 
School. From 1997 to 2005, Kim held a variety 
of positions in the Harford County Public 
School System before moving back to the 
classroom at Havre de Grace High School to 
teach United States History. 

Throughout her career in Harford County, 
Kim has served on the School Based Instruc-
tional Decision Making Teams, School Im-
provement Teams, the Maryland Geographic 
Alliance, and the Maryland State Department 
of Education reading in the content area task 
force. In addition to receiving this award, Kim 
will compete for the title of Maryland Teacher 
of the Year to represent Maryland’s teachers 
as an education spokesperson. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Mrs. Kim Schmidt on this mem-
orable occasion. Her dedication to the stu-
dents of Harford County is showcased by her 
continuing drive to motivate her students to 
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success, and ensure that they receive the 
highest quality of education. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL L. GRAVELY, 
JR., FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN 
U.S. NAVY FLAG OFFICER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today, to recognize the chris-
tening of the USS Gravely, the 57th Arleigh 
Burke class Aegis Guided Missile Destroyer, 
in honor of the late Vice Admiral Samuel L. 
Gravely, Jr. 

Samuel L. Gravely, born in Richmond, Vir-
ginia in 1922, was the first African American to 
command a fighting ship (USS Falgout) and to 
command a major warship (USS Jouett). As a 
full commander, he made naval history in 
1966 as the first African American commander 
to lead a ship—the USS Taussig—into direct 
offensive action. He was the first African 
American to achieve flag rank and eventually 
Vice Admiral. 

In 1942, Gravely interrupted his education at 
Virginia Union University and enlisted in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve. He attended Officer 
Training Camp at the University of California 
in Los Angeles after boot camp at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station in Illinois, and 
then midshipman school at Columbia Univer-
sity. When he boarded his first ship in May of 
1945, he became its first African American of-
ficer. 

In 1945, when his first ship reached its berth 
in Key West, Florida, he was specifically for-
bidden entry into the Officers’ Club on the 
base. Gravely survived the indignities of racial 
prejudice and displayed unquestionable com-
petence as a naval officer. 

Vice Admiral Gravely’s tenure in the naval 
service was challenged with the difficulties of 
racial discrimination. As a new recruit, he was 
trained in a segregated unit; as an officer, he 
was barred from living in the Bachelor’s Offi-
cers’ Quarters. 

Gravely exemplified the highest standards 
and demanded very high standards from his 
crew. Vice Admiral Gravely was a trailblazer 
for African Americans in the military arena. He 
fought for equal rights quietly but effectively, 
letting his actions speak for him. Vice Admiral 
Gravely died on October 22, 2004, at the 
naval hospital in Bethesda, Maryland. 

Samuel L. Gravely, Jr.’s performance and 
leadership as an African American naval offi-
cer demonstrated to America the value and 
strength of diversity. Gravely was a true pro-
fessional with superb skills as a seaman and 
admirable leadership attributes. His spirit 
aboard the USS Gravely will be an inspiration 
to its crew, the United States Navy, and Amer-
ica for generations to come. 

f 

HONORING CLEO ZENT 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Cleo Estelle King Zent of 

Petaluma, California, for an unusual accom-
plishment. Cleo just celebrated her 100th 
birthday, an event few people have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy. 

There is no one secret to Cleo’s longevity. 
Cleo maintains that genetics and a healthy 
lifestyle have kept her spry. She always avoid-
ed alcohol and tobacco use and, since she 
never drove, she got her exercise by walking 
everywhere. Cleo’s positive outlook has also 
allowed her to experience ten fulfilling dec-
ades of life. 

Cleo, daughter of Hugh and Laura Walker 
King, was born in Floyd, New Mexico on April 
9, 1909. Her father was a leading citizen who 
championed education and promoted school 
issues among voters. 

In 1927, Hugh and Laura King moved the 
family to Rio Vista, California where Hugh and 
his sons worked for Speckels Sugar Company 
until moving to Lodi, California three years 
later. 

Following Prohibition, Cleo worked as a 
waitress in a local coffee shop where local 
winemakers gathered for breakfast and con-
versations. Cesar Mondavi and August 
Sebastiani were among Cleo’s customers. 

On May 2, 1942, Cleo married Claude R. 
Zent. The couple spent most of the World War 
II years in Alameda, where Claude worked as 
an electrical engineer at the Naval Air Station. 
Their first son, William R. Zent, was born in 
1945, followed by the birth of Jack Zent in 
1948. 

After the War, the Zent family moved to a 
12-acre plot of land just outside the city of 
Petaluma and Claude transferred his employ-
ment to the Mare Island Naval Shipyard in 
Vallejo. 

For the next twenty years, Cleo and her 
family spent their time building and improving 
their homestead. According to Cleo, for years 
their house looked like they were just moving 
in or just moving out. When Cleo’s dreams for 
her home were almost realized in 1966, 
Claude died of a brain hemorrhage. Cleo re-
mained on the family’s property walking to and 
from the grocery store, mowing the lawn and 
maintaining her home until she was in her 
90s. 

Today, Cleo lives in the Golden Living Care 
Home in Petaluma and she shares her life 
with her sons and her four grandchildren, 
Caryn Estelle, Kevin, Christy and Christopher 
Zent. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to honor 
Cleo Zent whose experience is a testament to 
the fact that a healthy lifestyle and optimistic 
outlook can lead to a long and fulfilling life. 
Happy Birthday, Cleo! 

f 

MELISSA TEBEAU 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Melissa 
Tebeau who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Melissa Tebeau is an 8th grader at Moore 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Melissa 
Tebeau is exemplary of the type of achieve-

ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Melissa Tebeau for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication she has shown in her 
academic career to her future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

SOUTH CAROLINA ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD RECEIVES 
HONOR 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am grateful to recognize the South 
Carolina Army National Guard’s 218th Brigade 
Combat Team who was recently honored with 
the Joint Meritorious Unit Award. Presented by 
the Department of Defense’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, this award is given to units that have 
achieved distinction in their duties and is the 
second highest award given to a military unit. 

The 218th, led by Major General Bob Living-
ston, served for a year in Afghanistan as part 
of Task Force Phoenix advising and training 
Afghan police and army forces. As a result of 
their heroic and dedicated service, Afghani-
stan has doubled the size of its army to 
52,000 troops, and the number of Afghan po-
lice officers killed in action each month has 
been cut dramatically. 

As a 28 year veteran of the 218th, I want to 
extend my gratitude and that of the entire na-
tion to Major General Stan Spears, com-
mander of the South Carolina National Guard, 
Major General Livingston, his brave soldiers 
and their families for their tremendous commit-
ment to protecting American families by de-
feating terrorists overseas. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN FAHEY 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 18, 2009 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, for the 
past 30 years, Kevin Fahey has dedicated his 
personal and professional life to the students 
and faculty of the University of Connecticut. 
This year, he will retire as the President of the 
University of Connecticut Professional Employ-
ees Association (UCPEA), the union for pro-
fessional staff at the university. While he will 
remain an active member of the UConn com-
munity, I rise to recognize his years of con-
tributions to faculty and staff at the university. 

Kevin joined the UConn faculty over three 
decades ago and currently serves as the Sen-
ior Associate Director in the Department of 
Student Activities. As Senior Associate Direc-
tor in the Department of Student Activities, he 
advises the Student Union Board of Governors 
(SUBOG), Kappa Alpha Theta, and Tau 
Kappa Epsilon in academics, community out-
reach, and personal and professional growth. 
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