E1186

For the past 15 years, Kevin has also served
as the President of UCPEA.

Madam Speaker, the success of our edu-
cation systems relies on the strength and pas-
sion of our academic leaders. | can personally
attest to Kevin’s passion for education, the
UConn community, and the students he ad-
vises, which has led many to conclude that he
“bleeds husky blue”. While his leadership with
the UCPEA will certainly be missed, he will
continue to enrich the UConn community and
energize its students. | ask my colleagues to
join with me and the UConn community in rec-
ognizing his decades of service.

BRITTANY SMITH
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brittany Smith
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Brit-
tany Smith is a senior at Wheat Ridge High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Brittany
Smith is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Brittany Smith for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.

TRIBUTE TO JEFFREY M. COHEN

HON. CONNIE MACK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of my most trusted advisors and
closest friends, Jeffrey M. Cohen.

Jeff has a long history with the Mack Fam-
ily, going back almost 20 years. He interned
for my father, U.S. Senator Connie Mack I,
and later served as his press secretary for
several years. After working in a variety of
public relations and management positions in
the private sector and on political campaigns,
Jeff agreed to serve as my campaign manager
during my first run for Congress in 2004.

Since then, Jeff has been my right-hand
man, effectively and efficiently managing my
congressional office as well as my 2006 and
2008 campaigns. He is my sounding board, a
dedicated public servant, and a strong advo-
cate for the ideals of freedom and free mar-
kets. Jeff is passionate about what he does
and his work and management style reflect
this.

A professional with Jeff’s talents and exper-
tise would be an attractive candidate for any
firm, and I've been fortunate to have him by
my side for so many years. But Jeff has been
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afforded a wonderful opportunity that will allow
him to grow in his career.

After 5% years as my chief of staff, Jeff is
moving on to take a position in the private
sector.

Jeff has been named executive vice presi-
dent of Alexandria, Virginia-based Direct Im-
pact, a leading national grassroots, public af-
fairs, public education and corporate reputa-
tion firm, and a subsidiary of Burson-
Marsteller.

While | am happy for Jeff to begin this next
phase of his professional career, make no
mistake about it, he will be greatly missed. He
has been a valuable member and irreplace-
able part of my team, but | will continue to
count on his advice and friendship in the years
ahead.

Madam Speaker, | would not be where | am
today were it not for Jeff's dedication, service
and hard work. On behalf of the people of
Florida’s Fourteenth Congressional District, |
want to thank Jeff for his years of service to
the people of Florida and the Nation. He is my
friend, he is a true public servant in every
sense of the word, and | wish him all the best
as he begins this new and exciting chapter of
his life.

————

HONORING 43 YEARS OF MILITARY
SERVICE OF ROBERT WAYNE
WILCOX

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the 43 years of military
service of Robert Wayne Wilcox, a farmer
from Moberly and Randolph County Eastern
District Commissioner. | want to commend Mr.
Wilcox for his two combat tours in Vietnam
and two tours in Irag, and | would also like to
draw special attention to the fact that Mr.
Wilcox volunteered for multiple tours of duty in
both Vietnam and Irag.

Mr. Wilcox began his military career by en-
tering active duty on March 21, 1966 and
served proudly until this past March 23, 2009.
Mr. Wilcox accumulated more than 4,000
hours of flight time as a military pilot and dur-
ing his last tour of duty in Iraq, he flew Black
Hawk helicopters in over 400 hours of combat.

Mr. Wilcox has attained numerous awards,
including: three Bronze Stars for meritorious
service, one Meritorious Service Medal, one
Army Commendation Medal, 18 Air Medals,
the Army Reserve Component Achievement
Medal, a Vietnam Service Medal, the Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, a
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with “M” de-
vice, one Army Service Ribbon, an Army Re-
serve Component Overseas Training Ribbon,
the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, and
the Vietnam Gallantry Cross with bronze star
attachment.

Our soldiers, sailors, and pilots sacrifice ev-
erything they have in service to America and
will serve as a permanent reminder of the
bravery, loyal patriotism, and love of country.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Robert Wayne
Wilcox our sincerest thanks and appreciation
for his commitment, dedication, and service to
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our nation. It is an honor to represent him in
the United States Congress.

IN MEMORY OF MAYOR BOB
WASSON

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with
deep sadness that | inform the House of the
death of Mayor Bob Wasson of Sedalia, Mis-
souri. Bob was a lovely man and a dedicated
servant to the city of Sedalia, his family, and
his friends.

Bob was born on October 20, 1933, in Las
Vegas, Nevada. He was raised in Sedalia,
Missouri, and graduated from Hughesville
High School. In 1953, Bob dedicated his serv-
ices to the country by volunteering for the
army during the Korean War. He spent his
time in Korea as a typist and played a pivotal
role in hiring KATUSA soldiers, Korean Aug-
mentation Troops to the United States.

In 1962, Bob married his wife, Eleanor. In
1974, they moved back to Missouri, where
Bob spent the remainder of his years dedi-
cating his time and efforts to the community.
He began his service as owner of his local
grocery store, Bob’s AF Super. It was through
his store that Bob began to meet and interact
with residents of Sedalia. In addition, Bob also
spent several years as the director of the Se-
dalia Senior Center. In 1994, he began to
reach out to the community by preaching at
the Broadway Baptist Church. He was or-
dained in 1997 and spent time preaching at
the Dresden Baptist Church and the Lamine
Baptist Church before becoming the pastor at
Mt. Herman Baptist Church, where he re-
mained pastor up until his death. As Bob
steadily became a noticeable figure in the Se-
dalia area, the decision was made to run for
public office in 2002. Having no previous polit-
ical experience, Bob was victorious in his first
mayoral election, defeating the 11-year incum-
bent, winning more then 70 percent of the
votes.

As a politician, Bob is noted for starting the
new recycling program, building a new com-
munity center, supporting Whiteman Air Force
Base, and developing the economy. However,
he is most known for his visibility in the com-
munity and his interaction with Sedalia citi-
zens. Councilwoman Wanda Monsees framed
it well when she said, “When | think of Mayor
Wasson, the image | get, is of how he would
be in the parades, and he would have his
young grandsons with him. That just personi-
fies the kind of guy he was to me.”

In 2008, Bob was diagnosed with a brain
tumor and in April he underwent surgery to re-
move it. In May, he underwent a second sur-
gery to remove a tumor discovered in his
colon. However, even while battling cancer,
Bob continued to serve Sedalia as Mayor. |
admire the tenacity he displayed as he battled
cancer and the courage it took to continue
working and providing sound advice during dif-
ficult times.

Madam Speaker, Bob Wasson was a great
man. It was a pleasure to work with him on
issues that affected Sedalia and central Mis-
souri because he fought hard to make it a bet-
ter area. | will miss him terribly and | hope the
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House will join me in expressing our deepest
condolences to his family and friends. He was
a dedicated servant to the Sedalia community,
but above all he was a dedicated husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great grandfather, brother,
son and friend.

DARYA SHEVCHENKO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Darya
Shevchenko who has received the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. Darya Shevchenko is a senior at Ar-
vada High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Darya
Shevchenko is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential that stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic that
will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Darya Shevchenko for winning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her
academic career to her future accomplish-
ments.

———

DAYTON PLAYS IMPORTANT ROLE
IN AMERICA’S AMATEUR RADIO
SERVICE

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, last week-
end the Dayton, Ohio area played host to
America’s Amateur Radio operators. The Day-
ton Hamvention, located in Trotwood, has
been a fixture of the Amateur Radio commu-
nity since the event’s founding in 1952.

There are 663,000 FCC-licensed amateurs
in the United States and Ohio ranks fourth na-
tionally with a total of 27,800. Many traveled to
the Dayton area to attend the Hamvention.

The Amateur Radio Service, which began in
the early 1900s, is both a challenging hobby
and a valuable national resource in times of
local and national disasters. Amateur Radio
has repeatedly proven its value in providing
two-way communications for local emergency
operations centers and public safety officials
during hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, earth-
quakes and even terror attacks. Its motto,
“When all else fails . . . Amateur Radio,” is
more relevant today than ever.

For most of the 20th century, Amateur
Radio attracted and nurtured telecommuni-
cations skills in America’s youth, inspiring
many to seek careers in communications and
engineering while advancing the art of radio
communications. Today, Amateur Radio sat-
ellites link hobbyists around the globe, and
Amateur Radio operators combine the latest
computer technology and digital communica-
tions with a commitment to public service.
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The Dayton Hamvention, sponsored by the
Dayton Amateur Radio Association, has stead-
ily grown in size and popularity to become the
premier annual gathering of ham radio opera-
tors from around the world. The three day
event offered exhibits of the latest in radio and
digital communications technology and forums
for hams to share their skills and interests.

Thanks to the never ending hard work of the
Dayton Amateur Radio Association, hams ea-
gerly look to Dayton each year for innovation
and inspiration.

———

IN TRIBUTE TO BISHOP SEDGWICK
DANIELS

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize a compassionate
spiritual and community leader from the Fourth
Congressional District, Bishop Sedgwick Dan-
iels. Bishop Daniels is the pastor and spiritual
leader of Holy Redeemer Institutional Church
of God in Christ. His involvement in the well-
being of this community, whether it is his
church ministry or providing critical services,
has been a lifelong pursuit. Bishop Daniels is
a recognized leader at the national, regional
and local level for his work.

Bishop Daniels has been recently honored
with his election and elevation to the General
Board for the International Church of God in
Christ. The General Board oversees both the
temporal and spiritual affairs of the church in
the United States and in more than 50 coun-
tries. The 12-member General Board of
Bishops is elected to this board from the
Church of God in Christ's International Board
of Bishops.

Bishop Daniels is the jurisdictional Bishop
for the historic Wisconsin 1st Jurisdiction,
where he oversees more than 90 congrega-
tions and includes all of Wisconsin and north-
ern lllinois. In addition to his duties as jurisdic-
tional Bishop, he oversees an array of re-
sources and services to assist the community
as leader of the Holy Redeemer Institutional
Church including: a credit union, youth pro-
grams through the Daniels-Mardak Boys and
Girls Club, educational programs and plans for
the development of Bishop Creek Initiative.

Madam Speaker, for these reasons, | am
honored to pay tribute to Bishop Sedgwick
Daniels’ contributions to the Fourth Congres-
sional District.

———

HONORING THE 19TH ANNUAL DC
BLACK PRIDE CELEBRATION

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, Memorial
Day Weekend, May 17th—25th, is the 19th An-
nual DC Black Pride celebration in Wash-
ington, DC.

DC Black Pride is an exciting six-day event
complete with dynamic workshops, receptions,
cultural arts activities, small and large night-
club events that culminates in the world’s old-
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est, most inclusive Black Pride Festival. Many
consider DC’s festival one of the world’s pre-
eminent Black Pride celebrations. The Festival
consistently draws more than 30,000 people to
the Nation’s Capital. Attendees come from
every major urban area in the United States
as well as Canada, the Caribbean, South Afri-
ca, Great Britain, France, Germany, and the
Netherlands. The Black Pride Festival features
activities for the entire family, including per-
formances by national recording artists, 200
exhibition booths, book signings from noted
writers, participation from national and local
health organizations, and arts and crafts.

Black Lesbian and Gay Pride Day, Inc.
(BLGPD), the celebration’s organizing body,
chose the theme “Pure Love” to encourage
the Black lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) community to recommit
themselves to advocacy, continuing the work
towards combating homophobia and
heterosexism, promote health and wellness,
strengthen their community, and inspire Black
LGBT people everywhere to live their lives
with pride and integrity.

Black Lesbian and Gay Pride Day, Inc., a
non-profit organization with a volunteer Board
of Directors, coordinates this annual event.
BLGPD’s 2009 Board of Directors consists of:
Khalid Parker, President; Christopher Lane,
Secretary; Maegan Marcano, Treasurer; and
the following Members at Large: Jhahbriel
Moore, Karim Shabazz, and Jimma Eliot-Ste-
vens; and these Members Emeriti: Earl
Fowlkes, James W. Hawkins, Eric E. Richard-
son, Clarence J. Fluker, Courtney Snowden,
Sterling Washington and Cheryl Dunn, who
lead BLGPD in its mission to build knowledge
of and to create greater pride in the Black
LGBT community’s diversity, while raising
funds to ameliorate and prevent health prob-
lems in this community, especially HIV/AIDS.

| ask the House to join me in welcoming all
attending the 19th annual DC Black Pride
celebration in Washington, DC, and | take this
opportunity to remind the celebrants that
United States citizens who reside in Wash-
ington, DC, are taxed without full voting rep-
resentation in Congress.

JUSTIN TRUJILLO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 18, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Justin Truijillo
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Justin
Trujillo is a senior at Arvada High School and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Justin Tru-
jillo is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Justin Trujillo for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.
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