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RECOGNIZING MICHAELA RODENO 

OF NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the many con-
tributions made by my good friend, Michaela 
Rodeno, to the California wine industry and to 
Napa County. After serving 20 years as CEO 
of St. Supery Vineyards and Winery, Ms. 
Rodeno is retiring to become the winery’s first 
CEO Emeritus. 

Ms. Rodeno began her career in the wine 
industry in 1972 as the first female tour guide 
at Beaulieu Vineyard in Rutherford. She quick-
ly capitalized on her college major in French 
Literature by impressing the first French wine 
company to invest in California with her lin-
guistic skills. She became the second em-
ployee hired at Domaine Chandon, which 
quickly became one of Napa County’s premier 
wineries. 

Ms. Rodeno remained with Domaine 
Chandon for 15 years, advancing to the posi-
tion of Vice President of Marketing. While 
there, she developed one of the first winery 
‘‘clubs’’ in the industry, which eventually grew 
to more than 100,000 members. While at Do-
main Chandon, she also earned her MBA at 
the University of California, Berkeley. 

In 1988 she was offered the position of 
CEO at St. Supery, another French-backed 
winery. St. Supery Vineyards and Winery is 
known for its innovations in winemaking and 
its commitment to consumer education and 
their Napa Valley Estate Sauvignon Blanc, Ca-
bernet Sauvignon and meritage blends, Elu 
and Virtu, have earned critical acclaim and 
many awards. 

A true pioneering woman in the wine indus-
try, Ms. Rodeno was one of the original co-
founders of Women for WineSense, a national 
organization promoting wine as part of a 
healthy, balanced lifestyle. She is a founding 
director of the Wine Marketing Council, has 
chaired the Meritage Association and the 
Napa Valley Wine Auction and has also 
served on the boards of the Wine Institute and 
the Napa Valley Vintners. 

She and her husband, Greg, live on a 25 
acre ranch near Oakville planted in Sauvignon 
Blanch and Pinot Grigio grapes and also own 
another 40 acres planted in Bordeaux varieties 
in Pope Valley. Although nearly all of the fam-
ily’s grapes are sold to Napa Valley vineries, 
they do produce a small amount of 
Sangiovese under their own Villa Ragazzi 
label. 

Madam Speaker, it is fitting at this time that 
we honor Michaela Rodeno today for her 
many accomplishments. She has had a distin-
guished career in the wine industry and will be 
long remembered for her many contributions 
and innovations. We wish her all the best, and 
I am proud to call her my friend. 

ON THE OBSERVANCE OF 
MEMORIAL DAY 

HON. THOMAS S. P. PERRIELLO 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, as we 
prepare to observe Memorial Day, I rise to pay 
tribute to all those who have fallen in defense 
of our country. From Appomattox Courthouse 
to the National D-Day Memorial, the veterans 
of central and southern Virginia stand as a 
testament to the virtues of sacrifice and self-
less service. I am proud to work for those who 
have given so much to our nation. 

I firmly believe the best way to honor the 
veterans of past generations is to take care of 
the veterans alive today. Since coming to 
Congress, I have served as an active member 
of the House Committee on Veterans Affairs, 
working hard to ensure that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs continues to uphold 
its commitment to this Nation’s veterans. I 
have been a co-sponsor of H.R. 1016, the 
Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and 
Transparency Act of 2009, a bill which would 
authorize Congress to provide VA medical 
care appropriations one year in advance of the 
start of each fiscal year. An advance appro-
priation would provide the VA with a year to 
plan how to deliver the most efficient and ef-
fective care to an increasing number of vet-
erans with increasingly complex medical con-
ditions. 

Taking care of our veterans also means 
helping them take care of their families. In to-
day’s economy many of our veterans are re-
turning home after extended deployments only 
to find that the jobs they left behind no longer 
exist. I recently introduced H.R. 1098, the Vet-
erans Worker Retraining Act of 2009. H.R. 
1098 will help address the growing problem of 
veteran unemployment by reinstating and 
making permanent the rate increase for On- 
the-Job Training (OJT) benefits available to el-
igible veterans through the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. OJT offers veterans and mem-
bers of the Guard and Reserve an alternative 
to attending a college or university by using 
their education benefit to obtain employment 
training. 

As a Nation we have prospered because we 
have always had brave men and women will-
ing to answer the call to arms in times of great 
uncertainty. May God bless all those who 
have fallen in the name of freedom and all 
those who stand vigilant to protect it. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF THOMAS 
BYRNE 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Mr. Thomas 
Byrne, former Mayor of St. Paul, Minnesota 
who died on Sunday, April 5. While the city of 
St. Paul mourns the loss of a great civil serv-
ant, it is also a time to reflect on the legacy 
of this remarkable Minnesotan. 

Elected St. Paul’s mayor in 1966 and again 
in 1968, Mr. Byrne’s time in office is remem-

bered for his commitment to community and 
transparency, and for his abiding love for the 
great city of St. Paul. He was dedicated to the 
idea that government best serves its people 
when it is accessible and open to all, an idea 
that to this day underpins the very spirit of 
Saint Paul’s local government. 

During his very first year as mayor, Thomas 
Byrne brought back one of St. Paul’s most 
festive traditions, its annual St. Patrick’s Day 
parade. While the Irish-themed celebration 
may be the most tangible result of Byrne’s 
time in office, his legacy runs much deeper. 
He managed to pass a city-wide housing law, 
and helped make St. Paul the first city in the 
United States to pass a human rights ordi-
nance, all while fostering an environment of 
open dialogue that has become tradition in St. 
Paul. When protestors once staged a peaceful 
sit-in at his office, Mayor Byrne brought them 
coffee and doughnuts, a testament to his ap-
proach to politics. 

Thomas Byrne was an exceptional man not 
only for his service to the city of St. Paul, but 
for his service to our great nation. After grow-
ing up in St. Paul, where he attended Cretin 
High School, Mr. Byrne enrolled at the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas for a bachelor’s degree in 
education. He put his own education on hold, 
however, to serve as a navigator for the Army 
Air Corps during World War II. Stationed in 
Italy, he flew over 50 missions before return-
ing home to receive his bachelor’s degree 
from St. Thomas, and a master’s degree in 
education from the University of Minnesota. 

Both before and after his career as mayor, 
Thomas Byrne worked as a teacher and ad-
ministrator for the St. Paul public school sys-
tem. He served on the St. Paul Parks and 
Recreation Commission, the Minnesota Munic-
ipal Commission, and in his local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars post. He was a member of the 
Holy Spirit Men’s Club and Choir, the St. Paul 
Federation of Teachers, the St. Paul Volunteer 
Bureau, his local American Legion chapter, 
and countless other community groups from 
Little League to the Knights of Columbus. 

Thomas Byrne was the true embodiment of 
an active, involved citizen. A profound love for 
his community motivated him to give back in 
every way he could. Like so many Minneso-
tans, however, he still found time to fish at the 
family cabin in Northern Minnesota. 

On behalf of myself, the City of St. Paul, 
and the state of Minnesota, I wish to honor the 
life and legacy of Thomas Byrne. I offer my 
thoughts and my prayers to Mary Therese 
Byrne, Thomas’ wife of 63 years, and his 
three remaining children, Tim Byrne, Joseph 
Byrne, and Margaret Allen. 

f 

HONORING BRIAN O’NEILL 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Brian O’Neill, 
one of the great visionaries of the National 
Park Service, who passed on May 13, 2009. 

For 25 years Brian served as Super-
intendent of the Golden Gate National Rec-
reational Area, a vast swath of 75,500 acres 
in San Mateo and San Francisco Counties 
and across the Golden Gate in Marin County 
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