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him in the backseat of the patrol car and then
returned to the driver's seat. The subject in
the backseat was able to move his hands to
his front, retrieve a concealed handgun, and
then shot Officer Johnson in the back of the
head four times.

Despite being fatally wounded, Officer John-
son was able to push an emergency button,
alerting dispatch to the incident. When other
officers arrived, the male was still handcuffed
and sitting in the patrol car, and the weapon
was recovered. Officer Johnson was taken to
Ben Taub Hospital, where he was pronounced
dead.

For these reasons, and more, our country
has found respect for these brave men and
women throughout its history. In 1962, Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation
declaring May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial
Day to honor law enforcement officers killed in
the line of duty, and to designate the calendar
week in which May 15 occurs as Police Week.

And it is this tradition that we continue
today, as this body, the House of Representa-
tives, honors police officers for their efforts to
create safer and more secure communities,
and who risk their lives daily to protect Ameri-
cans.

| wholeheartedly agree with my colleagues
that Police Week provides an opportunity to
honor police officers and law enforcement per-
sonnel for their selfless acts of bravery, and
that police officers and law enforcement per-
sonnel who have made the ultimate sacrifice
should be remembered and honored.

So let there be no doubt that the House of
Representatives expresses its strong support
for the Nation’s police officers and law en-
forcement personnel.

———

IN APPRECIATION FOR THE EX-
CEPTIONAL PUBLIC SERVICE OF
MARILYN MILLER

HON. JACKIE SPEIER-

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, the end of
every school year is a time of change as grad-
uates move on and students move up. In Cali-
fornia’s Twelfth Congressional District, this
school year ends by bidding farewell to an un-
paralleled education professional, Marilyn Mil-
ler, Superintendent of the Hillsborough City
School District.

Ms. Miller came to our community in 1975,
with ten years of teaching under her belt in
Southern California and lllinois. Her experi-
ence, passion for teaching and devotion to her
students were immediately recognized and
within five years, Marilyn was promoted to
Principal of South Hillsborough School. In
1984, she was given even greater responsi-
bility when she moved to William H. Crocker
Middle School, where she stayed until ascend-
ing to the Superintendent’s position 17 years
ago.

Under Superintendent Miller’s extraordinary
leadership, Hillsborough schools have been
singled out for local, statewide, national and
even international awards. Nine times in her
tenure, Hillsborough schools have been
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named a California Distinguished School,
while on ten occasions the district has been
awarded a J. Russell Kent Award for out-
standing programs in San Mateo County pub-
lic schools. Under Marilyn’s stewardship,
Hillsborough schools have also received four
National Blue Ribbon Awards and in 1993, re-
ceived the “Best in Services Recognition”
from the Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences.

As both a principal and superintendent,
Marilyn’s tireless dedication has led to numer-
ous public and private grants for her school
system, including funding for science, tech-
nology, reading and reforming curriculum.

Madam Speaker, | know from personal ex-
perience that everything Marilyn has done in
her educational career has been to further the
excellence and opportunities of the children in
her care. Nevertheless, she has been singled
out for numerous personal recognitions, in-
cluding being a finalist for the National Safety
Council's Principal of the Year; elected Presi-
dent of the Association of California School
Administrators; State Coordinator of the Cali-
fornia Partnership Network Schools; Chair-
person of the ACSA Middle School State Con-
ference; and awarded College of Notre Dame,
Belmont’'s Alumnus of the Year; Hinsdale, llli-
nois’ Teacher of the Year; and San Mateo
County’s Outstanding Educator.

Marilyn has represented our community and
our nation at international conferences, includ-
ing presenting to the Stockholm School of Ec-
onomics and serving as the United States rep-
resentative to the New Leaders Conference in
Singapore. In addition, she regularly attended
the nationally-acclaimed Harvard University
Superintendents’ Forum.

Marilyn Miller studied History and English at
the University of California, Berkeley before
transferring to San Jose State University for
her Education Degree. She went on to receive
a Masters in Public Administration at Bel-
mont’s College of Notre Dame.

Madam Speaker, Marilyn has earned her re-
tirement, even if the hole she leaves will be
impossible to fill. She recently welcomed a
new grandson, Cole, who with granddaughter,
Erin, will happily occupy whatever free time
Marilyn finds herself with. She and her always
supportive husband, Dr. Arthur Miller, will now
be able to spend more time with the little ones
as well as their daughter Ashleigh and sons
Garreth and Heath. As with all great public
servants, their service is largely dependent on
the amount of support they receive at home,
so it is fitting to thank Marilyn’s loving family
for sharing their wife and mother with the
greater community for all these years.

————

PACT ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 19, 2009
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of this legislation, H.R. 1676,
the Prevent All Cigarette Trafficking Act of

2009 or PACT Act. This bill was introduced by
Representative WIENER of New York. This leg-
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islation makes it a federal offense for any sell-
er making a “delivery sale” to fail to comply
with all state excise tax, sales tax licensing,
and tax sampling laws. | urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

| also thank my legislative director, Arthur D.
Sidney.

Every year tens of billions of cigarettes dis-
appear into a lucrative black market for to-
bacco products and are trafficked throughout
the world. Smuggling harms public health and
minors by undermining tobacco tax policies.
Smuggling also makes tax-free cigarettes
available to minors who might otherwise quit
smoking. It is reported that cigarette smug-
gling also helps finance criminal activity and
terrorist organizations.

By diverting cigarettes while they are in the
wholesale distribution chain, large-scale smug-
glers generally avoid all taxes. Increasingly,
cigarette smuggling is on the rise throughout
the United States. The U.S. Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) has
reported that the number of ATF tobacco
smuggling investigations has increased from
10 in 1998 to 425 in 2005. Some of these in-
vestigations and convictions have occurred in
Texas.

Currently, the Jenkins Act, 15 USC 375, re-
quires any person who sells and ships ciga-
rettes across a state line to a buyer, other
than a licensed distributor, to report the sale to
the buyer's state tobacco collection officials.
Compliance allows states to collect a cigarette
excise tax. There are misdemeanor penalties
for violation. Smugglers are circumventing the
Jenkins Act by virtue of internet-based to-
bacco sales. Sales of tobacco through the
internet have resulted in the loss of billions of
dollars in tax revenue.

The Contraband Cigarette Trafficking Act,
18 USC 2342, makes it illegal for persons to
knowingly ship, transport, receive, possess,
sell, distribute, or purchase contraband ciga-
rettes or contraband smokeless tobacco. It
also prohibits a person from knowingly making
any false statement or representation with re-
spect to information required by law to be kept
in the records of any person who ships, sells,
distributes cigarettes in excess of 10,000 in a
single transaction.

Cigarette smuggling is on the rise due to the
internet and sales to and between Native
American tribes and others. The PACT Act in-
troduced by the Honorable Anthony Weiner
makes it a federal offense for any seller to fail
to comply with all state excise tax, sales tax
licensing, and tax stamping laws. This bill also
increases the Jenkins Act's existing penalties
from a misdemeanor to a felony. It further em-
powers states to enforce the Jenkins Act
against out of state sellers sending delivery
sales into its territory by giving the Attorney
General the power to seek injunctive relief and
civil penalties. The Act prohibits the shipment
of cigarettes and tobacco through the U.S.
Postal Service and provides the ATF with the
ability to inspect a distributor’s business. Re-
fusal to submit to inspection results in addi-
tional penalties. Internet sellers are required to
verify a seller's age and identity through data-
bases and the person accepting delivery must
verify age and identity when signing for deliv-
ery.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.
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