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hijacker on 9/11. He was successfully
prosecuted in the courts of the United
States. He has been convicted, is serv-
ing time in a prison of the United
States, and we are not less safe because
of it. Our system of justice worked.

The Senator from Georgia and many
on his side of the aisle have no con-
fidence in our system of justice. They
do not want to even consider the possi-
bility that people could be charged
with a crime and successfully pros-
ecuted here. We have proven otherwise.

There are 347 convicted terrorists
now serving time in U.S. prisons. I
have not heard a hue and cry from any-
one saying let’s get them all out of the
country, because we know they are
being safely and securely held.

America is not at risk. For the Sen-
ator to argue that once they are tried
they have to be released as American
citizens or in the general population
defies logic. If these people are brought
in for the purpose of trial and found
not guilty, they are certainly not going
to be allowed to stay in the United
States. There is no requirement for
that. There is no way they could ask
for citizenship, having just been found
not guilty, being a resident of another
country. That is not even in the realm
of possibility.

What the Senator is arguing is about
a possibility that I think is farfetched,
and he ignores the obvious. Madam
President, 347 terrorists convicted in
American courts are currently serving
time in American prisons right now.

I might also add that at the end of
the day, it will be the President of the
United States who will propose what
we do, and the President will make his
recommendations soon. I am anxious
to hear them. But for us to foreclose
the possibility of bringing a detainee to
justice for crimes committed, for acts
of terrorism, by saying we would not
consider ever trying them in the
United States, what would we do with
them? Hold them indefinitely without
charges? Export them to some other
country?

If they can be charged and prosecuted
successfully in our courts, they should
be. They should be held securely until
they are resolved in court, and if they
are resolved in a guilty fashion, they
could be incarcerated as the other 347
terrorists in our prisons. If found not
guilty, they can leave the country, as
they should not be welcomed as citi-
zZens.

The President will be making an an-
nouncement today. I am anxious to
hear it. For us to anticipate what that
is and foreclose possibilities I don’t
think is a wise policy for keeping this
country safe.

The bottom line is this President—no
President—is going to release terror-
ists into Georgia, Mississippi, Illinois,
or New York. It is not going to happen.
Presidents accept their responsibility
to keep our country safe, and to sug-
gest otherwise I don’t think is con-
sistent with our experience.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Georgia.
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Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President,
what the Senator from Illinois, who is
a lawyer, neglects to mention is the
fact that all 347 of the current incar-
cerated people who have been tried for
terrorist acts were arrested under U.S.
law. They were investigated by the
FBI. They were prosecuted because
they were arrested and investigated
with that end in mind. Not one single
one of those 347 individuals was ar-
rested on the battlefield.

What the Senator is now proposing is
that we take all 240 of the confined de-
tainees at Gitmo and give them all of
the rights that are guaranteed to every
criminal who is investigated and ar-
rested inside the United States as op-
posed to being arrested on the battle-
field. That has never happened before
in the history of the United States, and
we have had an awful lot of captives on
the battlefield.

For there to be any correlation be-
tween the 240 detainees at Guantanamo
who are the meanest, nastiest killers
in the world, getting up every day
thinking of ways to kill and harm
Americans, and to compare them to
the 347 who are now confined after
being arrested inside the United States
is somewhat ludicrous.

Again, I regret the Senator is object-
ing to my amendment which would
keep those 240 individuals at Guanta-
namo outside the United States and
would ensure that forever and ever
they could never be released into the
United States. I simply regret he sees
fit to object to it.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The assistant majority leader.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I am
not suggesting that the detainees at
Guantanamo all be tried. I know of
one, for example, who has been held for
7 years and was notified a year ago
there are no charges against him. The
question is where he will be sent. He
still languishes in prison because of
that. It would be unjust for us to con-
tinue to keep him in Guantanamo
without any charges against him be-
yond 7 years. I don’t think he needs to
be tried. We need to find a safe place to
put him once we are certain he is not
going to engage in acts of terrorism.

This morning, President Obama is
going to make a statement on this
issue. The statement by the White
House in advance of his speech at the
National Archives—I think part of this
press announcement bears repeating
into the RECORD. It says:

The President also ordered a review of all
pending cases at Guantanamo. In dealing
with the situation, we do not have the lux-
ury of starting from scratch. We are cleaning
up something that is—quite frankly—a mess
that has left in its wake a flood of legal chal-
lenges that we are forced to deal with on a
constant basis and that consumes the time
of government officials whose time would be
better spent protecting the country. To take
care of the remaining cases at Guantanamo
Bay, the President will, when feasible, try
those who have violated American criminal
laws in Federal courts; when necessary, try
those who violate the rules of war through
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military commissions; when possible, trans-
fer to third countries those detainees who
can be safely transferred.

President Obama is calling for an or-
derly, sensible review of cases at Guan-
tanamo. For us to continue to keep
voting on ways to foreclose the possi-
bilities of bringing Guantanamo to a
close in a responsible fashion I don’t
think is responsible conduct. I hope we
will stop this and allow the President
to show his leadership. He inherited
this mess at Guantanamo. He is doing
his best to find solutions in keeping
with our values and keeping in mind
his primary responsibility to keep us
safe.

I yield the floor.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President,
I simply close by saying the Senator is
exactly right. There are military tribu-
nals set up in Guantanamo today. In
fact, those military tribunals had con-
victed three separate detainees, and
the current administration, when they
came into office, dropped the pending
charges of twenty-some others await-
ing trial, thus suspending the military
commissions. These individuals can be
tried by military tribunals at Guanta-
namo. They are in place and ready to
go. I would simply urge that is the way
these individuals need to be prosecuted
and not to be brought to the United
States and tried here.

I yield the floor.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

——

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2009

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 2346, which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2346) making supplemental ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Cornyn amendment No. 1139, to express the
sense of the Senate that the interrogators,
attorneys, and lawmakers who tried in good
faith to protect the United States and abide
by the law should not be prosecuted or other-
wise sanctioned.

Chambliss amendment No. 1144, to protect
the national security of the United States by
limiting the immigration rights of individ-
uals detained by the Department of Defense
at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base.

Isakson amendment No. 1164, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the
application of the homebuyer credit.

Corker amendment No. 1173, to provide for
the development of objectives for the United
States with respect to Afghanistan and Paki-
stan.

Lieberman amendment No. 1156, to in-
crease the authorized end strength for ac-
tive-duty personnel of the Army.

Graham (for Lieberman) amendment No.
1157, to provide that certain photographic
records relating to the treatment of any in-
dividual engaged, captured, or detained after
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