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Craftworkers, Mr. Duncan has been a valuable 
citizen of New Jersey. Mr. Duncan was born 
and raised in New Jersey, and now maintains 
a home and joyful family life in the Garden 
State. He and his wife Penny have been mar-
ried for 26 years and they live in Fair Haven 
where they have raised three beautiful daugh-
ters. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely hope that my 
colleagues will join me in celebrating the ac-
complishments and hard work of Kevin Dun-
can. Organized labor in New Jersey would not 
be the same without his determination and ex-
cellent service. 
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MAGGIE HURSEY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Maggie 
Hursey who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Maggie Hursey is a senior at Ralston Valley 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Maggie 
Hursey is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Maggie Hursey for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication she has shown in her 
academic career to her future accomplish-
ments. 
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FAA REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 
2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 915) to amend 
title 49, United States Code, to authorize ap-
propriations for the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for fiscal years 2009 through 2012, to 
improve aviation safety and capacity, to pro-
vide stable funding for the national aviation 
system, and for other purposes: 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chair. We have one of 
the most efficient aviation systems in the 
world. 

However, we still need a great deal of im-
provement to this system. 

We need to modernize our air traffic control 
facilities to help make travel even more effi-
cient and reduce unnecessary delays which 
cost our economy millions of dollars every 
year. 

Our last FAA reauthorization bill expired in 
2007. Since that time we have been operating 
on temporary extensions. 

I am glad to see that the legislation before 
us today will continue these vital programs 
that are needed in our aviation system. 

I believe that there is more good than bad 
in this bill, but I do have some concerns with 
some of the labor provisions contained in it. 

In the 1996 FAA reauthorization bill, we 
made a technical correction that allowed Fed-
eral Express to operate under the Rail Labor 
Act, as it always has. 

I think to change this provision now, without 
knowing the consequences in this economic 
climate, could end up hurting our economy. 

I hope that we can revisit this matter in the 
future before this bill is in its final form. 

I would also like to state that I am pleased 
that this bill includes provisions from legisla-
tion that I cosponsored which would restrict 
the use of cell phones on flights. 

I believe every passenger should be able to 
enjoy a flight without having to listen to some-
one else’s conversation. 

Most people do not realize that they speak 
louder on a cell phone than they do during a 
normal conversation. 

Cell phone conversations are often very 
loud, insensitive to other passengers, and dis-
ruptive to others in nearby seats. 

This bill is far from a perfect one. In fact, 
there are other concerns that I have about 
some of the other sections, including the in-
spections of foreign repair stations. 

This could cause the European Union to re-
taliate against repair stations located here and 
potentially cost us some good paying jobs. 

However, I feel overall that we should move 
this legislation forward, and I hope we can ad-
dress these other concerns as the process 
goes forward. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to vote on rollcall Nos. 288 through 291. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on Nos. 288, 289 and 291, and ‘‘no’’ on No. 
290. 
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HONORING TEMPLE PARKS AND 
RECREATION 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to commend Temple Parks and Recreation for 
their recent honor of being named one of the 
top four departments in the country for a city 
of its size. When the American Academy for 
Park and Recreation Administration honors 
one city with its National Gold Medal Award 
for Excellence, I am proud to say that one of 
our own cities, in Texas District 31, will be 
among the elite finalists. 

Congratulations to the residents, boards, 
committees, city council, city administration, 
and department staff, whose commitment to 
excellence over the past several years did not 
go unnoticed. I wish you all the best when the 
winner is named in October. 

HONORING THE CAREER AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF REAR AD-
MIRAL JOEL R. WHITEHEAD, 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, I take this oc-
casion to honor Rear Admiral Joel Whitehead 
of the United States Coast Guard for his serv-
ice to the United States Congress and for his 
38 years of service to our country. 

Admiral Whitehead presently serves as the 
Commander of the Eighth Coast Guard District 
in New Orleans where he is responsible for 
Coast Guard operations in 26 states, over 
1,200 miles of Gulf of Mexico coastline and 
10,300 miles of inland waterways including the 
entire lengths of the Mississippi, Ohio, Mis-
souri, Illinois, and Tennessee River systems. 
As commander of the largest Coast Guard 
District, Admiral Whitehead leads over 9,000 
active duty, reservists, civilian members and 
Coast Guard Auxiliary volunteers. From 2003 
to 2005, then Captain Whitehead served as 
Chief of Congressional Affairs and as Acting 
Assistant Commandant for Governmental and 
Public Affairs. I am proud to have had the op-
portunity to work closely with him during this 
time. My staff and I have often relied on Admi-
ral Whitehead’s knowledge and understanding 
of the missions, challenges and responsibil-
ities of the United States Coast Guard to help 
me in my leadership roles on the Coast Guard 
and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee 
and in numerous other venues where his great 
depth of experience was invaluable. 

Admiral Whitehead comes from a distin-
guished military family that has served this na-
tion since before the American Revolution. His 
oldest known ancestor, Isaac Whitehead, 
served in the militia of the New Haven Colony 
in Connecticut as early as 1643. The White-
head family moved westward in 1666 to be-
come founders of the Elizabethtown, New Jer-
sey Colony and again to Morristown, New Jer-
sey where Onesimus Whitehead was a mem-
ber of the New Jersey militia when George 
Washington encamped in Morristown the win-
ter of 1779–80 and endured a winter as se-
vere as that at Valley Forge where thousands 
died. His family having been awarded land for 
their service in the Revolutionary War, Isaac 
Whitehead IV moved to the Finger Lakes of 
New York about 1700 where the Whitehead 
family remained until they again traveled west-
ward in 1826 after the opening of the Erie 
Canal. The Whitehead family remained in 
Ohio until the outbreak of World War II when 
Admiral Whitehead’s father James entered the 
Army and served over 20 years, retiring as a 
Lieutenant Colonel. In 1968 Admiral 
Whitehead’s brother Scott also answered the 
call to serve his Nation, joining the United 
States Marine Corps while in college and re-
cently retiring as a Colonel in the Marine 
Corps Reserve. 

Admiral Whitehead has served at sea and 
ashore in a variety of operational and policy 
tours during his career. A native of Newport 
News, Virginia, he graduated from 
Walsingham Academy in Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia. He began his military career at the 
United States Coast Guard Academy in New 
London, Connecticut in 1971, where he was 
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