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Naples. Upon his return to New York in 1949, 
he married Mary Crisalli—and Zachary and 
Mary have been happily married for 60 years. 
Zachary worked as a checker and clerk at the 
waterfront for over 20 years. In 1970, he orga-
nized and directed the Mott Street Senior Cen-
ter in Manhattan. Now retired and celebrating 
his own 93rd Birthday, he dedicates all of his 
time to CIAO, CURE and the Ralph J. 
Sansone Foundation. 

Zachary and Mary Crisalli Sansone have 
dedicated their lives to helping others without 
ever asking anyone for anything in return. I 
am honored to stand here today both to rec-
ognize Mary and Zachary Sansone on their 
93rd Birthdays, and to acknowledge their 60th 
Anniversary. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE WHTI IM-
PLEMENTATION MONITORING 
PLAN TO ASSURE CONTINUED 
TRAVEL AND TRADE (IMPACTT) 
ACT OF 2009 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the WHTI IMPACTT Act. As 
with many people who live along the U.S.- 
Canada border, we in Western New York do 
not think of the bi-national Buffalo-Niagara re-
gion as two separate countries, but rather as 
one community with a river running through it. 
We have shared principles and values, and 
rely on an intertwining economic relationship 
that is vital to our prosperity. 

In the Buffalo-Niagara region and all across 
the border, the most pressing issue facing bor-
der communities is the implementation of the 
Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI). 
It is clear that our economy relies on the smart 
functioning of the Northern border and the in-
creased documentation requirements under 
WHTI presents a difficult challenge for smooth 
travel and trade between the U.S. and Can-
ada. 

I recognize that there are security concerns 
at our border, and that in the post-9/11 world 
it is important that we know that those enter-
ing both of our countries arc who they say 
they are, mean us no harm, and have the se-
cure documents to prove it. That is why I 
agree with the intent of WHTI. We must be 
confident that the documents individuals 
present for entry into the United States are se-
cure and authentic. However, there cannot be 
a one-size-fits-all approach to our border con-
cerns. We cannot simply flip a switch and 
move from having the world’s largest open 
border to requiring expensive new crossing 
documentation. 

Recognizing this, in 2007 I led the charge in 
Congress to delay the implementation of 
WHTI from January 2008 until June 2009. 
Language mandating this delay was success-
fully included in the FY08 Omnibus appropria-
tions bill which was signed into law in Decem-
ber 2007. 

It has become clear over the past year that 
this delay has proved to be absolutely nec-
essary. Consider what has been done since 
the original January 2008 deadline in Western 
New York alone towards WHTI implementa-
tion: 

The first NEXUS enrollment center in West-
ern New York was not opened until Sep-
tember of 2008, and the RFID technology that 
is so critical to the success of Passport cards, 
NEXUS cards, and Enhanced Driver’s Li-
censes, did not ‘‘go live’’ at the Peace Bridge 
in Buffalo until this past November. 

At other important border crossings in New 
York State and Michigan, this vital technology 
was not set to be working and active until 
April; less than two months before yesterday’s 
final WHTI implementation. 

Despite this progress being made, and de-
spite DHS and State Department issuing their 
WHTI certification, I, along with a number of 
my colleagues, remain wary of the readiness 
of WHTI and committed to ensuring that it is 
implemented in a way that will not harm the 
cross border trade and travel that is so critical 
to our border communities. 

During President Obama’s visit to Ottawa 
earlier this year, he and Prime Minister Harper 
stressed the importance of a healthy U.S.- 
Canada trade relationship to bringing both 
countries out of the current economic reces-
sion. I would contend that a successful WHTI 
implementation is an important aspect of this 
trade relationship, and a failed WHTI imple-
mentation could have a devastating effect not 
only on border communities, but on the broad-
er national economy. 

The economic downturn facing both coun-
tries has already dramatically affected cross 
border travel and trade. Statistics from the 
Public Border Operators Association show that 
passenger, truck and bus crossings at all New 
York and Michigan border crossings in Janu-
ary of 2009 decreased by an average of over 
16% from January 2008 levels. In Western 
New York, traffic at the Lewiston-Queenston 
Bridge and the Peace Bridge decreased by 
19% and 13% respectively. If WHTI is not im-
plemented properly it will only compound the 
current negative trend in commerce across the 
border. 

For this reason, today I introduce the WHTI 
Implementation Monitoring Plan to Assure 
Continued Travel and Trade Act, or the WHTI 
IMPACTT Act. This legislation will place sig-
nificant oversight on the implementation of 
WHTI to identify and mitigate any harmful ef-
fects of the new requirements. It will require 
joint reports to Congress from the State De-
partment and the Department of Homeland 
Security on December 1, 2009, and June 1, 
2010, that detail the effect of WHTI on freight 
and passenger travel across the border, en-
rollment levels in frequent traveler programs, 
the effectiveness on RFID technology, CBP 
staffing levels, and its effect on overall border 
security. It will also require the Government 
Accountability Office to conduct a study on the 
impact of WHTI on border economies and 
overall domestic security. 

This legislation will allow Congress to part-
ner with DHS and State to identify any prob-
lems with WHTI implementation prior to the 
2010 Olympics and the 2010 tourist season, 
and hopefully quickly determine what actions 
need to be taken to ensure that our border 
and our regional economies are healthy. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES 
BILLINGTON 

HON. ZACH WAMP 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, on June 1 the 
Librarian of Congress, Dr. James Billington, 
celebrated his 80th birthday. I want to take 
this opportunity to not only wish him Happy 
Birthday, but express my profound admiration 
and thanks for his service to America. 

I have been a long time supporter of the Li-
brary of Congress, which is the oldest Federal 
cultural institution and the greatest storehouse 
of knowledge and wisdom in the history of the 
world. I have personally brought friends and 
constituents up to the dome of the Jefferson 
Building and marvel at the art, architecture, 
and symbolism of the magnificent Great Hall 
every time I am there. 

The Library of Congress would not be 
where it is today—leading the world in acquir-
ing, preserving, and making accessible some 
140 million items of America’s and the world’s 
heritage—without Dr. Billington’s vision, en-
ergy, and firm guiding hand. It was Dr. 
Billington who, shortly after being nominated 
by President Reagan and confirmed by the 
Senate in 1987, quickly set the Library on a 
path to harness new technologies as we 
moved into the digital age so that the Library 
of Congress would not recede into a position 
of being a passive warehouse of information 
but a world leader in making its collections 
more broadly available on the Internet for the 
benefit of all. Through programs such as 
American Memory, the National Digital Library, 
and the World Digital Library, just launched 
last month in Paris, Dr. Billington has changed 
the face of research and scholarship forever, 
making it easier for all to be enriched by the 
Library’s treasures. 

Jim Billington created the Madison Council, 
the Library’s first ever private sector philan-
thropic and advisory group, which has spear-
headed countless collections and initiatives, 
including the Kluge Center, the National Audio 
Visual Conservation Center, and a variety of 
cultural and educational outreach programs 
such as the Library’s magnificent series of ex-
hibitions, attracting millions of visitors to the Li-
brary and its website over the years. 

I am particularly fond of the Veterans His-
tory Project at the Library of Congress which 
has collected over 60,000 personal stories of 
America’s war veterans and is now the largest 
oral history project in American history. In my 
own district we have set up a unique partner-
ship with WRCB–TV, First Tennessee Bank, 
and the Erlanger Health System to interview 
local veterans and have collected hundreds of 
interviews for the Veterans History Project so 
far. At my request, Dr. Billington took time 
from his busy schedule to help kickoff this ef-
fort in Chattanooga on Veterans Day in 2002. 

As a member of the Legislative Branch Sub-
committee of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, which has jurisdiction over the Library 
of Congress, and currently as co-chair of the 
Library of Congress Congressional Caucus, I 
have become even better acquainted with the 
collections and services of the Library. At a 
Caucus dinner, Dr. Billington organized earlier 
this year in the magnificent Members Room 
we had a chance to get a special guided tour 
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of the Lincoln bicentennial exhibit and partici-
pate with Library and outside scholars in a 
fascinating discussion about our 16th Presi-
dent. Additionally, I know how much we here 
in Congress rely on and appreciate the Con-
gressional Research Service, the Law Library, 
and other parts of the Library of Congress to 
support our legislative and representational 
duties. 

I cannot say enough good things about how 
much I appreciate the leadership efforts of Jim 
Billington and his exemplary stewardship of 
that great institution—the Library of Congress. 
I am personally grateful for his friendship. We 
all owe him an immense debt of gratitude for 
his outstanding public service and I look for-
ward to more years of his visionary leadership. 

I wish Dr. Billington all the best on his 80th 
birthday. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GLENN THOMPSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on rollcall No. 287, I was unfortu-
nately detained in a cab during rush hour traf-
fic after visiting with constituents of the 5th 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania, caus-
ing me to miss the vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JOHN FLEMING 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mr. FLEMING. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to submit the following request: 

Bill Number: H.R. 915, ‘‘FAA Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2009’’. 

Provision: Section 811 ‘‘Pollock Municipal 
Airport, Louisiana’’. 

Address of requesting entity: Town of Pol-
lock, Louisiana. 

Description of request: Requires the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Administration 
to approve a request from the Town of Pol-
lock, Louisiana, to close the airport as a public 
airport; and release the town from any term, 
condition, reservation, or restriction contained 
in a surplus property conveyance or transfer 
document, and from any order or finding by 
the Department of Transportation on the use 
and repayment of airport revenue applicable to 
the airport, that would otherwise prevent the 
closure of the airport and redevelopment of 
the facilities to non-aeronautical uses. Upon 
the approval of the request to close the air-
port. the town of Pollock shall obtain fair mar-
ket value for the sale of the airport property 

and shall immediately upon receipt transfer all 
such proceeds from the sale of the airport 
property to the sponsor of a public airport des-
ignated by the Administrator to be used for the 
development or improvement of such airport. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NAVAL AIR 
CREWMAN 1ST CLASS SAMUEL 
‘‘GRANT’’ KERSLAKE 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a dedicated patriot and a true Amer-
ican hero. On May 19, 2009, our state and our 
nation lost a brave servicemember when 
Naval Air Crewman 1st Class Samuel ‘‘Grant’’ 
Kerslake died during training operations off the 
Pacific Ocean near San Diego, California. In 
all, the U.S. Navy lost six members of its Heli-
copter Anti-submarine Squadron (HS) when its 
HH–60 Seahawk helicopter crashed. 

Petty Officer Kerslake was a 1986 graduate 
of Lake Hamilton High School in Pearcy, Ar-
kansas. Dedicating his life to his country, Petty 
Officer Kerslake had just completed 20 years 
of honorable service with the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

While his untimely and tragic death is a 
shock to all of us in Arkansas, we are left with 
the memories and inspiration Petty Officer 
Kerslake shared with all who met him. We ad-
mired Petty Officer Kerslake for his commit-
ment to his family, community and country. 
His legacy of service, patriotism and honor will 
forever define what we remember about this 
brave sailor. 

My deepest thoughts and prayers are with 
his wife, Christine; two sons, Samuel Ryan 
Kerslake and Justin Fields; his mother, Jo-
Anne Kerslake of Hot Springs; his father, 
Samuel Kerslake of Florida; and the rest of his 
family, friends and loved ones during this dif-
ficult time. 

Today, I ask all members of Congress to 
join me as we honor the life of Petty Officer 
Samuel ‘‘Grant’’ Kerslake and his legacy and 
all those men and women in our Armed 
Forces who give the ultimate sacrifice in serv-
ice to their country. 

f 

OBAMA NOT SERIOUS ABOUT 
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, thir-
teen million Americans are out of work, and 
yet eight million illegal immigrants hold jobs in 
the U.S. But the Obama administration’s pro-
posed budget does little to help. 

To its credit, the administration requested 
funds for the E-Verify system, which helps 
companies check to make sure they have 
hired legal workers. 

But in this administration’s budget, the 
E-Verify request is the beginning and end of 
reducing illegal immigration. 

The administration has no plans to build 
more of the border fence to keep illegal immi-
grants from coming here in the first place. 

The administration has no plans to increase 
the size of detention facilities to hold illegal im-
migrants until their deportation. 

And when it comes to immigration fugi-
tives—those illegal immigrants who’ve ignored 
a deportation order—the administration in-
tends to let them off the hook unless they 
have a criminal record in addition to being fu-
gitives. 

If the administration is serious about pro-
tecting lives and jobs, they need to enforce all 
immigration laws—not just a select few. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF BISHOP 
ROGER KAFFER 

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, today 
I rise to honor the life of Bishop Roger Kaffer, 
auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Joliet. The 
Most Reverend Bishop Kaffer passed away at 
Our Lady of Angels Retirement Home in his 
hometown of Joliet on Thursday, May 28, 
2009. He was 81 years old. 

Bishop Kaffer was ordained to the priest-
hood in 1954 at the Cathedral of St. Raymond 
in Joliet, the same Cathedral in which he was 
baptized and confirmed and from which he 
eventually retired as auxiliary bishop. 

He was the kind of person that inspired ev-
eryone he encountered. As principal for Provi-
dence Catholic High School in New Lenox, Illi-
nois, he made a point to visit every family with 
a child enrolled in the school. Bishop Kaffer 
believed that young people are not the future 
of the church but the now of the church. For 
this reason, he attended each annual inter-
national World Youth Day, his last being in 
August of 2008 in Australia. Though his health 
was not good, it did not overshadow his com-
mitment to the youth. 

Bishop Kaffer led a spiritually rich life with a 
deep dedication to prayer and public service. 
Even in retirement, he continued to mentor 
priests and bishops and offer spiritual direction 
through retreats. 

Not only has the Joliet community lost a de-
voted son in the passing of Bishop Kaffer, so 
has the world faith community. It is with rev-
erent honor that I remember the life and leg-
acy of Bishop Roger Kaffer of the Diocese of 
Joliet. 
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