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health care to be privatized? Over-
whelmingly, no. 

In recent years, the Senator from 
Ohio, I, and others, have worked to 
substantially increase funding for fed-
erally qualified community health care 
centers all over this country. These are 
the most cost-effective ways of pro-
viding quality health care, dental care, 
low-cost prescription drugs, mental 
health counseling. 

The people of this country want 
those. I hope we have success in ex-
panding that program. But I get a lit-
tle bit tired of hearing from some of 
our friends on the other side who tell 
us: Oh, people do not want government 
involved in health care. Well, you tell 
that to seniors. Tell them you want to 
privatize Medicare. Tell that to the 
veterans, that you want to privatize 
the VA. 

The fact is, as the Senator from Ohio 
indicated, we are wasting tens and tens 
of billions of dollars every year in bu-
reaucracy, in billing, in excessive CEO 
salaries through private health insur-
ance companies. At the very least, the 
people of this country are demanding, 
and we must bring forth, a strong—un-
derline ‘‘strong’’—public option within 
any health care reform program we de-
velop. 

Mr. BROWN. I thank the Senator 
from Vermont. It is pretty clear, and I 
think this Congress is going to do the 
right thing. The President, when he 
met with us last week, as he promised 
in his campaign, was strongly in favor 
of purchasing insurance from the Medi-
care look-alike plan or private plans or 
either one or keeping what they al-
ready have. 

The President has spoken strongly on 
it for months. The majority of this 
Congress wants to do the same. I am 
hopeful that is what we will do in the 
months ahead. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT JUSTIN DUFFY 
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-

dent, I rise today to honor Army SGT 
Justin J. Duffy, age 31, who was killed 
in Iraq on June 2, 2009. 

Sergeant Duffy was born in Moline, 
IL. As a child, his family moved to 
Cozad, NE, where he graduated from 
high school in 1995. He earned a degree 
in criminal justice from the University 
of Nebraska-Kearney. Duffy worked at 
Eaton Corporation for 5 years, where 
he was recognized for his work ethic 
and leadership ability and promoted to 
a supervisor position. His colleagues 
and friends said Duffy was the kind of 
person who never missed a day on the 
job and was always on time and ready 
to work. This young man stood out 
among his peers and always sought a 
challenge, so it came as no surprise to 
his friends and family when he decided 
to join the Army, enlisting in May 2008. 

Sergeant Duffy’s father Joe said the 
U.S. Army had attracted his son be-
cause he wanted adventure and needed 
more of a challenge and he believed 

that desire would be fulfilled by serv-
ing in the military. His time with the 
U.S. Army was marked by success; one 
of his proudest accomplishments was 
his quick rise to Sergeant, beating the 
standard time it normally takes to 
achieve that rank. Sergeant Duffy was 
assigned to the 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 82nd Airborne Division. While in 
Iraq, Sergeant Duffy’s team was re-
sponsible for escort security for high- 
ranking military leadership. 

Sergeant Duffy passed away in east-
ern Baghdad after an improvised explo-
sive device detonated near the humvee 
he was driving; three of his fellow sol-
diers were also wounded in the blast. 
Sergeant Duffy served his country hon-
orably and made the ultimate sacrifice 
for his fellow Americans. His life and 
service represents an example we 
should all strive to emulate. 

SGT Justin Duffy leaves behind his 
parents Joe and Janet Duffy of Cozad, 
NE; his grandfather LeRoy Hood of Mo-
line, IL; and two sisters Jenny of Grand 
Island, NE, and Jackie of Yuma, AZ. 
He will forever be remembered by his 
family and friends as the kind of per-
son who was quick to jump in wherever 
he was needed; some even labeled him a 
shepherd, as he always looked out for 
family, friends, and even strangers. I 
join all Nebraskans today in mourning 
the loss of Sergeant Duffy and offering 
our deepest condolences to his family. 

SPECIALIST JEREMY R. GULLETT 
Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I 

would like to invite my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Greenup Coun-
ty, KY, for paying tribute to Army SPC 
Jeremy R. Gullett. 

SPC Jeremy R. Gullett served in the 
4th Battalion, 320th Field Artillery 
Regiment of the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion based out of Fort Campbell. He 
lost his life in the line of duty on May 
7, 2008, in the Sabari District of Af-
ghanistan. 

This evening Greenup County will 
have a dedication ceremony to name a 
local bridge after Specialist Gullett, 
honoring his life and service to our Na-
tion. The bridge will serve as a re-
minder to all of those who live or trav-
el through Greenup County of the sac-
rifice Specialist Gullett made for our 
freedom. 

A member of the Greenup County 
High School Class of 2003, Specialist 
Gullett participated in his high 
school’s Junior ROTC program and 
joined our Nation’s Armed Forces soon 
after earning his diploma. In addition 
to serving under our Nation’s armed 
services, Specialist Gullett was a mem-
ber of Little Sandy Volunteer Fire De-
partment and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, dedicating his life to service do-
mestically and internationally. 

Specialist Gullett’s sacrifice for our 
Nation will forever be a reminder that 
freedom comes at a high cost. We 
should never take for granted the sac-
rifice that men and women make daily 
in all branches of the Armed Forces. 

As we commemorate the life and 
service of SPC Jeremy Gullett, my 

thoughts and prayers are with his 
friends and family. All Kentuckians 
and Americans are deeply indebted to 
Specialist Gullett. 
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DECEPTIVE MARKETING 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, last 
month the Senate passed and the Presi-
dent signed H. R. 627, the Credit CARD 
Act of 2009. Thanks to the hard work of 
Senator DODD, Senator SHELBY, Rep-
resentative MALONEY, many other 
Members of Congress, and the mul-
titude of fed-up citizens who protested 
unfair treatment by credit card compa-
nies, this landmark bill to protect con-
sumers from abusive credit card prac-
tices was passed over the objections of 
powerful lobbies. Millions of Americans 
will benefit now that some balance of 
power is being restored between card 
holders and card issuers. 

Today, I want to thank Senator DODD 
and Senator SHELBY for including in 
the Credit CARD Act a provision that I 
authored and that was cosponsored by 
Senator COLLINS and Senator MENEN-
DEZ, to stop the deceptive marketing of 
free credit reports. I would also like to 
thank Senator PRYOR for working with 
me to address his concerns about the 
provision. 

Credit reports are a record of an indi-
vidual’s history of receiving and repay-
ing loans, and they frequently contain 
errors. At the same time, these credit 
reports are used to calculate the credit 
scores that have become so central to 
evaluating a person’s creditworthiness. 
Credit scores are used to determine 
whether someone will qualify for a 
credit card, what interest rate they 
will get, and whether and when that 
rate will increase. Credit scores per-
form a similar function for home mort-
gages, car loans, and consumer lines of 
credit. Some companies use these 
scores to screen applicants for apart-
ments, insurance, security clearances, 
and even jobs. The important role a 
credit score plays in our everyday lives 
makes it all the more critical that the 
reports used to calculate these scores 
are accurate and accessible to con-
sumers. 

In the United States, three large na-
tionwide credit reporting companies, 
often called ‘‘credit bureaus,’’ compile 
and maintain credit reports for the 
vast majority of consumers. Until Con-
gress passed the Fair and Accurate 
Credit Transactions, FACT, Act of 2003, 
consumers had to pay a fee in order to 
access or attempt to correct the infor-
mation in their credit reports. 

The FACT Act gave consumers the 
right to a free annual report from each 
of the nationwide consumer reporting 
companies. The FTC mandated the es-
tablishment of a website, 
AnnualCreditReport.com, to provide 
consumers access to their federally 
mandated free credit reports. In these 
difficult economic times, it is critical 
that consumers have a clear under-
standing of their right to get a free an-
nual report, an easy way to obtain 
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