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centralized source for free credit re-
ports. In fact, I hope the FTC utilizes 
all of its authority to end the deceptive 
marketing of free credit reports. 

Today, deceptive marketing of ‘‘free’’ 
credit reports is big business. Ads ap-
pear on television, the internet, and 
other media. One of the leading adver-
tisers of ostensibly free credit reports 
that are, in fact, linked to paid services 
is Experian, which vigorously opposed 
the disclosure requirements in Section 
205. Despite its best efforts to sugar-
coat its marketing practices, Experian 
acknowledged that if it were required 
in its advertising to inform potential 
customers of their legal right to get a 
no-strings-attached free credit report, 
it would have a harder time selling a 
‘‘free’’ credit report that also requires 
consumers to sign up for credit moni-
toring at $15 per month. 

Experian spends tens of millions of 
dollars advertising 
FreeCreditReport.com, dwarfing gov-
ernment efforts to publicize the avail-
ability of free credit reports at 
AnnualCreditReport.com and effec-
tively undermining the intent of the 
free credit report provision of the 
FACT Act. So it is no surprise that 
Experian defended its marketing prac-
tices with aggressive lobbying. I am 
confident that the FTC will stand up to 
that kind of pressure and issue strong 
pro-consumer regulations by the Feb-
ruary 2010 deadline in the law. 

If, however, the FTC has not issued 
final rules by the statutory deadline, 
Section 205 requires an interim disclo-
sure, ‘‘Free credit reports are available 
under Federal law at: 
AnnualCreditReport.com,’’ to be in-
cluded in any advertisement for free 
credit reports in any medium. That in-
terim disclosure is intended to be re-
quired in all ads from February 2010, 
until the FTC rulemaking is finalized. 

As chairman of the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations, I have 
spent the last 4 years working to ex-
pose industry-wide credit card abuses. 
In 2007, my subcommittee held hear-
ings which brought before the Senate 
not only consumers victimized by un-
fair practices, but also the credit card 
CEOs who approved those practices. In 
many cases, the card issuers that en-
gaged in these practices relied upon in-
formation in a credit report. 

Section 205 of the Credit CARD Act 
will help prevent the subversion of a 
key consumer protection. Again, I 
thank my colleagues for enacting Sec-
tion 205 into law. 
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REMEMBERING TIANANMEN 
SQUARE 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, today 
marks a somber anniversary. Twenty 
years ago today, months of peaceful 
protests throughout China culminated 
with the violent deaths of hundreds, if 
not thousands, of Chinese citizens ad-
vocating for democratic reforms. It is 
with sadness that we mark this occa-
sion, but it is also an opportunity to 

renew our call for political reform in 
the People’s Republic of China. 

One of the first things you see when 
you walk into my office is a large post-
er depicting the iconic image of a lone 
man staring down a line of Chinese 
tanks. This image has come to sym-
bolize the worldwide struggle for de-
mocracy, the rule of law, and the pro-
motion of basic human rights. Unfortu-
nately, a generation of students in 
China can’t identify the image or tell 
you about the events leading up to 
June 3 and 4, 1989. This is because 
China has failed to acknowledge or ac-
count for the actions that led up to 
this event. 

While the intervening years since the 
tragedy have seen China grow into a 
rapidly developing country, economi-
cally intertwined with the rest of the 
world, China’s failure to deal with the 
Tiananmen events prevents the nation 
from making the political reforms nec-
essary to truly become a respected 
member of the international commu-
nity. 

In the years following Tiananmen, 
leaders of the Communist Party of 
China including Jiang Zemin, declared, 
‘‘If we had not taken absolute meas-
ures at the time, we would not have 
the stability we enjoy today. A bad 
thing has turned out to be good.’’ Gen-
eral Chi Haotian, the General in charge 
of the People’s Liberation Army’s re-
sponse to the protest later stated that, 
‘‘I can tell you in a responsible and se-
rious manner that at that time not a 
single person lost his life in Tiananmen 
Square.’’ Leaders of the military 
crackdown such as Deng Xiaoping and 
Li Peng, have never been held account-
able for the actions of the People’s Lib-
eration Army and there has never been 
an official acknowledgement of the 
number of protesters killed or put in 
prison. Some accounts have claimed 
that more than 20,000 people were arbi-
trarily arrested and held without trial. 
A number of these people remain in 
prison today. 

Today would have been a landmark 
occasion for the Chinese government to 
announce that they were starting an 
independent and open investigation re-
lating to the events of June 4, 1989. 
However, other than checkpoints set 
up in Tiananmen Square and efforts by 
the Chinese government to prevent 
international media outlets from film-
ing in the square, there are no signs 
that today is anything other than an 
ordinary day in China. 

While the events of 20 years ago by 
the Chinese government launched a co-
ordinated effort to prevent further un-
rest, it also helped crystallize a move-
ment that continues today. Democracy 
advocates in China have built upon the 
legacy of Tiananmen and have led var-
ious efforts to force accountability and 
political reforms. All who watch China 
applaud the tireless work of Ding Zilin, 
the leader of Tiananmen Mothers, Liu 
Xiaobo and the rest of Charter 08, as 
well as countless others such as Jiang 
Qisheng who continue to face intimida-

tion and imprisonment, yet persist 
with their cause. 

They can rest assured that ulti-
mately their efforts will be successful. 
Today’s world is increasingly inter-
connected. Communication and travel 
have gotten easier, and with the devel-
opment of the internet, despite censor-
ship efforts, information is becoming 
more readily available to the Chinese 
people. Every day it becomes more dif-
ficult for the Chinese government to 
keep its people in the dark. They will 
find out about Tiananmen, they will 
find out about how the outside world 
operates, they will demand changes at 
home. 

f 

SRI LANKA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the re-
cent defeat of Sri Lanka’s Tamil Ti-
gers, otherwise known as the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam, or LTTE, 
is a very welcome development. Led by 
a reclusive, cult-like figure who appar-
ently saw no evil in forcibly recruiting 
and brainwashing young children to be-
come suicide bombers, the LTTE long 
ago forfeited any legitimate claim to 
representing the interests of the Tamil 
population. This resounding victory of-
fers the possibility—after 30 long years 
of conflict, including ruthless acts of 
terrorism by the LTTE and other 
atrocities against civilians by both 
sides—of lasting peace for all inhab-
itants of that small island nation. 

I first became interested in Sri 
Lanka when a good friend, James 
Spain, was the U.S. Ambassador there. 
He often told me of the beauty of the 
country and its people, and it has been 
painful to observe the suffering that 
has befallen them. That suffering was 
further exacerbated by the tsunami 
which crashed ashore in December 2004, 
causing immense destruction and loss 
of life. A member of my staff was in Sri 
Lanka at that time, but far enough in-
land to escape harm. 

I have strongly supported humani-
tarian aid for Sri Lanka, and 2 years 
ago, as chairman of the State and For-
eign Operations Subcommittee, I in-
cluded additional funding for economic 
development in the north eastern re-
gion of the island after the LTTE were 
forced to retreat from that area. I look 
forward to being able to support addi-
tional reconstruction aid, so the north-
ern communities that have been 
trapped in poverty and devastated by 
the conflict can recover. But for that 
to occur, several things need to hap-
pen. 

The war claimed the lives of tens of 
thousands of Sri Lankan soldiers, 
LTTE combatants, and civilians. The 
tremendous loss and grief suffered by 
the families of both sides needs to be 
acknowledged in order for reconcili-
ation to occur. 

The government should immediately 
account for all persons detained in the 
conflict. It should provide access by 
international humanitarian organiza-
tions and the media to affected areas 
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