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tribute to the life and legacy of an outstanding
member of our community and my good
friend, Catherine Sutton-Dawson. Though we
lost Cathy much too early, her lifetime of good
work has left an indelible mark on our commu-
nity.

Cathy dedicated her professional life to
helping others. In a career that spanned near-
ly thirty-five years, she was employed at Yale-
New Haven Hospital where she worked in a
variety of roles, most recently as an outreach
worker in the Maternal Child Health Initiative in
the Department of Community Health. Cathy
understood the importance of giving back to
the community. The Department of Community
health often sponsored a variety of causes
and Cathy was always an active and willing
participant. From toy collections and Thanks-
giving baskets to community initiatives, Cathy
was always available to lend a helping hand.
She saw these efforts not only as a means to
support those in need, but also as a way to
promote unity and departmental teambuilding.

Cathy was also an active member of the
New Haven community. She believed in sup-
porting causes that would enrich the commu-
nity. As a member of the Connecticut NAACP,
Cathy chaired the health committee which
sponsored an annual health fair which
reached thousands of local residents and fam-
ilies. She was also deeply involved in the Hill
Development Corporation—a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to bringing economic
progress and improved quality of life to the
urban neighborhoods of New Haven County.
These are just two examples of Cathy’s out-
standing contributions to our community. The
myriad of awards and citations that she has
been honored with over the years, including
Yale-New Haven Hospital’s Annual Martin Lu-
ther King Dream Builder Award, are a testa-
ment to her unique dedication to civic service.

Catherine Sutton-Dawson was a remarkable
woman—always greeting you with a smile and
open arms. She possessed an enthusiasm
that was infectious and a kindness that in-
spired all of those around her. | consider my-
self fortunate to have called her my friend. |
extend my deepest sympathies to Cathy’s
husband of twenty years, Tony, her daughter,
Toni, grandchildren Frank and Amir as well as
her family, friends, and colleagues. Though
her loss will be felt throughout the New Haven
community, she has left a legacy of compas-
sion and generosity to which we should all
strive.

———

CONGRATULING JOSEPH dJ.
SAVITZ, ESQUIRE, 2009 HONOREE
OF TEMPLE ISRAEL OF WILKES-
BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 8, 2009

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute
to Attorney Joseph J. Savitz, of Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania, who is being honored by the
Board of Trustees of Temple Israel for his
many years of leadership and community
service.

For more than 50 years, Attorney Savitz has
distinguished himself throughout northeastern
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Pennsylvania and beyond as a highly skilled
practitioner of the law and as a dedicated sup-
porter of worthwhile causes that enriched the
region and benefitted countless people.

Born in the Heights section of Wilkes-Barre,
Attorney Savitz graduated from G.A.R. High
School and went on to further his studies at
then Wilkes College from which he graduated
in 1948 following three years of military serv-
ice in the United States Army that included
service during World War Il in France.

In 1951 he received his Juris Doctor degree
from the University of Pennsylvania Law
School. His preceptor was then Attorney Max
Rosenn who went on to distinguished himself
during decades of service on the federal
bench with the United States Third Circuit
Court.

Attorney Savitz joined the law firm of
Rosenn and Rosenn which, in 1954, became
the law firm of Rosenn, Jenkins and
Greenwald. It was from that law firm that At-
torney Savitz eventually retired as senior part-
ner and still serves as “Of Counsel.”

Over the years, Attorney Savitz has served
as Pennsylvania Department Commander of
the Jewish War Veterans; USA and then Na-
tional Judge Advocate; trustee of Wilkes Uni-
versity since 1958 (Chair, Board of Trustees,
1975-1978), now a Trustee Emeritus; treas-
urer and member of the board of John Heinz
Institute of Rehabilitative Medicine; Past Presi-
dent and continuing Director of Temple Israel;
Trustee of the Jewish Community Center and
a member of all State and Federal Courts.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Attorney Savitz on this noteworthy
occasion. His dedication and selfless service
to his community is legendary and his leader-
ship and example has inspired countless oth-
ers to seek his counsel and follow in his foot-
steps.

Attorney Joseph Savitz has truly improved
the quality of life for so many for so long in
northeastern Pennsylvania and, in the proc-
ess, he has earned widespread respect and
admiration from his fellow citizens.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE FATHER
GERARD JEAN-JUSTE

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 8, 2009

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to the late Father Gerard Jean-
Juste, a dedicated public servant, tireless
community activist and one of south Florida’s
unsung heroes, who passed away on Sunday,
May 24, 2009 in Miami, Florida. | will join his
countless friends at his homegoing celebration
on June 5, 2009 to be held at Miami’s Notre
Dame Catholic Church.

Father Jean-Juste, a Roman Catholic priest,
led a 30-year crusade on behalf of both Hai-
tian Americans and his countrymen in Haiti. In
that effort, Jean-Juste walked a fine, tense line
between spiritual adviser and political leader.
One of south Florida and Haiti’'s most high-
profile advocates, Father Jean-Juste symbol-
ized the resilient and unyielding voice for
those who were disenfranchised and bore the
brunt of inequality of opportunity. Completely
unselfish in his endeavors, he devoted himself
as a community-builder and a catalyst par ex-
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cellence. The authenticity of his stewardship
on our behalf was defined by his utmost con-
secration to his calling as God’s faithful serv-
ant, bringing laughter, hope and optimism to
hundreds of ordinary folks and countless Hai-

tian immigrants whose lives he deeply
touched, never holding anyone at arm’s
length.

For many years, Father Jean-duste ranked
among the most visible and outspoken advo-
cates for human rights. In the 1980s, he spoke
out against the Duvalier dictatorship in Haiti,
and since then against what he assailed as
unfair treatment of Haitians seeking refuge in
America. As a remarkable pillar, as well as our
community’s friend and confidant, he will be
an indelible reminder of the noble commitment
and awesome power of community service on
behalf of the less fortunate. His faith was deep
and genuine, and his love for us was real and
unforgettable.

Indeed, Father Jean-Juste will be remem-
bered and admired for his tireless, persistent
and unwavering efforts on behalf of poor and
marginalized people in south Florida. Many of
my constituents’ family and friends are in need
of refuge, compassion and aid. Through his
mission to put the cause of Haitian immigrants
on the political forefront, Father Jean-Juste
serves as the ideal role model for us to mold
ourselves after.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and all the
members of this esteemed legislative body to
join me in recognizing the extraordinary life
and accomplishments of Father Gerard Jean-
Juste. Father Jean-Juste’s life was a triumph
and he was blessed with a loving family who
took pleasure in every aspect of his life and
his interests. | am honored to pay tribute to
Father Jean-Juste for his invaluable services
and tireless dedication to the south Florida
and Haitian community. He will be missed by
all who knew him, and | appreciate this oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to him before the United
States House of Representatives.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 8, 2009

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, | regret
missing afternoon and evening votes from the
House on June 4th. Had | been present, |
would have voted “aye” on rollicall votes 304,
305, 306, 307 and 310, and “nay” on rollcall
votes 308 and 309.

———————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF DICK
JACOBS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 8, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in remembrance of Dick Jacobs, a
prominent figure in the Great Cleveland Com-
munity and former owner of the Cleveland In-
dians for 15 years, who died today at the age
of 83. His tenure as owner of the Indians not
only revitalized the team and their fans, but
also the City of Cleveland.
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Dick Jacobs was the Chairman and Execu-
tive Officer of the Richard E. Jacobs group, a
commercial real estate development company
he founded along with his brother in 1955.
The Jacobs group made history by developing
the tallest building between New York and
Chicago, the Key Center in Public Square as
well as by developing Cleveland’s first retail
shopping mall. He bought the Cleveland Indi-
ans in 1986, during which the Indians won the
team’s first American League Pennants since
1954, during the 1995 and 1997 seasons. Ad-
ditionally, the Indians went on to the playoffs
five straight seasons in a row and to the World
Series twice during his tenure. The Richard E.
Jacobs group opened Jacobs field in 1994,
the stadium Cleveland fans dubbed “The
Jake” until its renaming in early 2008.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in remembrance of Dick Jacobs and in
recognition of his significant contributions to
the Greater Cleveland Community. His tenure
as owner of the Cleveland Indians and his
considerable commitment to the revitalization
of the City of Cleveland will continue to live on
in the hearts of the Greater Cleveland Com-
munity.

———

THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF PRI-
VATE FIRST CLASS MATTHEW
DWIGHT OGDEN

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 8, 2009

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Private First Class Matthew
Dwight Ogden, of Corpus Christi, Texas, who
died on June 1, 2009, in Nerkh, Afghanistan,
while assigned to Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

Matthew was born in Corpus Christi and at-
tended King High School, where he graduated
in 1994. He went on to enlist in the U.S. Army
and was a private in the U.S. Army’s 2nd Bat-
talion, 87th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, Fort
Drum, New York.

| would like to take this time to acknowledge
the life of a young man who died for this coun-
try as he fought for our, “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness,” our inalienable rights as
outlined in the U.S. Declaration of Independ-
ence. Without Matthew’s courage and deter-
mination to join the U.S. Army, and other
young men and women like him, we would not
be able to enjoy this life and liberty. It is fitting
and important that we pay tribute to Matthew
for his bravery and courage as he fought to
protect our country and way of life.

Matthew will be missed dearly by his family,
friends and service men and women, however,
his spirit will forever remain intact. He will re-
main with us at all times—we will forever re-
member him.

| would also like to take this time to share
my most sincere condolences with his father,
Michael Dwight Ogden, and his mother, Char-
lotte Anne Taylor. He is survived by brothers
Nathen Ogden, Stephen Turner, and Nicholas
Aikman. My condolences go out as well to the
families of his “fallen brothers.”

Today, | ask that my colleagues join me in
celebrating the life and service of Private First
Class Matthew Dwight Ogden, who gave his
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life for our country. He will forever be remem-

bered as a hero of our nation and—the 27th

Congressional District of Texas.
———

FINAL SERVICE OF SPRINGER
COMMUNITY CHURCH IN DIX, IL-
LINOIS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 8, 2009

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to note the final service of the Springer Com-
munity Church in Dix, lllinois.

For 85 years, the Springer Community
Church has been an important part of the Jef-
ferson County community. In the 1920s, with
transportation sparse, the church was founded
in the old Springer schoolhouse so that local
children in the surrounding area would have a
place to attend Sunday School. It was 1946
when the church had a building of its own,
about a half mile away.

Over time, Springer Community Church be-
came known as “the little pink church,” and it
was truly a community project. The building
was constructed on donated land from the ma-
terial of an old store which was being torn
down in a neighboring town. Members of the
community built the church, and put additions
onto it in the 1950s and 1970s. It was served
by missionaries from the American Missionary
Fellowship. Over the decades it became a
place for generations of local community
members to come together and worship.

Sadly, the building fell into disrepair, and
last weekend, the little pink church held its last
service, a Remembrance Service, to allow
members to gather together and celebrate the
church’s history. Amidst the sadness of seeing
such an important institution close its doors,
the church treasurer, Carole Barton, exempli-
fied the perseverance that has carried Spring-
er through these last 85 years, telling the Mt.
Vernon Register-News, “we hope some day
we can get organized and put in another
church.” | join with my colleagues in the
House in wishing the Springer Community
Church family all the best, as they seek a new
location from which to continue the important
work which they have done so well.

———

CONGRATULATING CHIQUITA
BRANDS INTERNATIONAL

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 8, 2009

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Chiquita Brands Inter-
national on receiving the 2009 Circle of Excel-
lence Award presented annually by the Dis-
tribution Business Management Association.
Each year the association presents this pres-
tigious award to the corporation that best ex-
emplifies three main criteria of supply chain
management: current corporate commitment,
past demonstrated programs, and plans for
continued commitment. The Circle of Excel-
lence Award is the Distribution Business Man-
agement Association’s highest recognition for
Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives and
environmental protection.
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Chiquita, together with the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, worked to adequately
measure their carbon footprint in bringing ba-
nanas from the plantations to the marketplace.
Through their studies, they were able to iden-
tify areas in the supply chain that will allow
them to further reduce their carbon footprint in
a sustainable manner.

According to Amy Thorn, Executive Director
of the Distribution Business Management As-
sociation, Chiquita stood out from other busi-
nesses because of its ongoing green transpor-
tation initiatives that focus on reducing carbon
emissions in transportation throughout North
America.  Additionally, Dr. Omar Keith
Helferich of Central Michigan University stated
that Chiquita’s accomplishments are testimony
to its corporate commitment to sustainability.

Madam Speaker, please join me in applaud-
ing the leadership of Chiquita and their 23,000
world-wide employees who are truly com-
mitted to making our country and planet a bet-
ter and sustainable place for future genera-
tions.

—————

HONORING THE VISITING NURSE
SERVICES OF CONNECTICUT ON
THEIR CENTENNIAL ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 8, 2009

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to rise today and extend
my sincere congratulations to Visiting Nurse
Services of Connecticut as they celebrate their
centennial anniversary. This is a very special
milestone for this organization—a non-profit
health care provider and innovative leader in
providing home health care needs to individ-
uals in more than fifty communities across
Connecticut.

In March of 1909, eighty women rep-
resenting twenty-one churches and charitable
organizations met to discuss their concerns
about the spread of tuberculosis and came to
the conclusion that the solution was to secure
and finance a visiting nurse to treat patients
and teach others in the community how to pro-
tect themselves and their families from this
devastating disease. These women also un-
derstood the importance of involving the com-
munity in their efforts. They contacted local
businesses, churches, and social groups to
explain their plans and solicit funds to support
it. With the hiring of Miss Finnegan, who made
her home visits around the City of Bridgeport
on her bicycle, the foundation for Visiting
Nurse Services of Connecticut was laid.

Over the course of the last century, Visiting
Nurse Services of Connecticut expanded to
meet the growing and changing needs of our
communities. Today, Visiting Nurse Services
of Connecticut provides skilled nursing care,
hospice care, therapy/rehabilitative services,
medical social work assistance, and home
health aide services for thousands of patients
each year in Fairfield, New Haven and
Litchfield counties. The commitment of the ad-
ministration and staff remains as strong today
as it was in the agency’s earliest years. In the
last hundred years, there have been many
changes at the agency, however, at its heart
has always been the desire to provide afford-
able, quality health care to those most in need
and improve their quality of life.
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